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long as he should live. Upon his death the monks were freely
to elect their own new abbot, neither William nor sny other
person daring to inSerfere with the election. The monks were
to pay Rome & trlbute of den soldil, a vory small sum, every
five ycars and to have papal pr«:ni:mzi:i.ozu6 - <
The most important clause of the charter is that which
deals with the freedom of the monastery. The mom:s wore sube
| ject nelther to “:'113.13:.1, his relation, royal off;qial.ﬂa nor
any other earthly yoke. o secular prince, cmmt, bishop, nor
even the pope himself was to selze tho property, divide it.,
diminish it, nor give it to benefit snother, Nor were they to
got en abbot over the monks egainst their will, ‘ﬂ‘ﬁ.’i:l'.s,am called
on the holy spostles Petor and Paul and on the .popé. o e
guardlans and protectors of Cluny, by canonioal and apostolic
outhority to drive from the communlty of the church and eternal
life those who attaclked or seized the proporty whieh had been
g;lvez_z to then, A& tremendouns curse was calleﬂ dowm on any who
violated this charter., Thus the orlginal charter from the
hand of the foundor himself willed that from the beginning
Cluny was to be absolutoely autonomous. Thus from the outaet
Cluny was to stand for and was the symbol of monastic autonomys’
Beyond this the will gives little additional information.

6 L. H. Smith, The Barly B t_g_rz
Cluny (Hew Yorks G;ford Uhivers ela -152 14.

7 Iblde; De 1lds
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It deals only with the-deed of gift and with Viilliam's intent=
lons rogarding the monastery. llo program was sct down beyond
hat tho Benedictine hRule should be followed, NHo formal cone
atitution wags drawm up except the stipulation of the will of -
William, What course was Lo bo followed was left pretty mich
up to tho disoretlion and good judgoment of the abdbote Duke
William in his chartor stated that the abbot slmulﬂ ‘preside -
ovor the monks regularly according to-his knowledge and ability.a
With the exception of the wide principles laid down by Bsnedicl
of Tursla the rule of tho monastery was subject to the abbot
alons. Where h.e saw work %o be done, it could be éoz:e with
comparativoly little Interference and infringement from rules
and rulers other than himself,

That is not ¢o say that the Rule was dead letier among
tho monks. Zerno, while composing no specisl rule, did obli-
zate his monis to follow aa strlotly as possibles the Rulo of
Ste. Benodict.? Whet Berno hoped to achieve was concord and
regularity. Therefore in the monasteries under his supor=
vielon ho exhorted the monks to obsorve uniformity in the
mamner of thelr life, as regards ritucl, . the observance of
sllence, food and érink, and above all the giving up of pri-

€ Henderson, op. ite, pPe 351.

9 pi Pourrat, Christien Spirituality in tho Hiddle iges
{(Londons Burns, Oatos, and Washbowrno Ltde, 1924), I, Ga
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vate property and possesslons, if not better at loast as well
as they had done In the days preceding their entrance to
Cluny.lo That, however, changes were present and in foree
cannot be donieds It will be remombered that Denedict oatab-
ished his Rule in Italy. Uhen Abbot Perno adopted the Rule,
it wos for 2 comrmnity in Fronce. Thorefore, what modiTications
wore instituted wore made on account of the climate and weather
conditions.il The mounwhile, rogardloss of how strictly the
letter of the Rule was adherod to, what the abbot had in mind
and whet motivateod his actions was loyalty to the a;_oirit of
the fownder, Senedict of lursia.l? The sense of distross at
the relaxation of the anclent Rule and tho over present zeal
to osteblish again the monaatic ldeal, created that frame of
nind that compelled the great abbot to work even more dili-
gently for the establishment of that ideal that so thoroughly
possenscd the flrat great sbbot of Honte Cassino, that in the
regular life of the monastic commmity lies the highest type
of satisfactions

The foundation principles falrly well defined, the work
of constructing the monastery was carrled on by the monks ¢ 19

10 smith, ope gitsy Pe 15s

11 parvin Re Vincent, The Age of Hildebrsnd (New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915)';. Pe 18.

12 w4111ams, Ope cites Do 24¢
13 gdd as it may secem Duke VWilliam stipulated that the

monks had to build their own monastery according to their
ovm abilities and povers. :
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Berno was oalled as tho first abbots It was by no more acciw-
dent that ¥illlam chose such a man, for cven vefore going to
Cluny, Borno had established himself as gealous for monastic
reform. OUne account of hils 1ife scya that Berno bocame quilte
disgusted with the lu:::ur!.es of Durpundlan life, of which he
was & full sharor in view of his_status s that of & Bur@:ndian
nobles.t? Morsover, he bocame dissatisfied with effeéminancy of -
tho majority of the monks of his time.ld In accordance with
the procepts of the Gospel and for the purpose of 1‘a§'1n,g up
for himsolf troasures in hoaven, he built a monastow ab Gim
on his own proporty and endowed it with his own wealth. Mnks
were thon invited to acttle there. Berno became aso-sabtisfied
-with the work done that he fianlly took the vows and entercd
his ocwa monasterys. later he became abbob. His rule was 80
thorough and so prudently conducted that his fame soon sproad,
to the extent that hs was'- asked to take over the monastery of
Baume, vhich he soon restored to its original religious and
temporal proaperity.l® When Villiam then deeided to establish
his monastery, he called to his counsel Berno, ol vhom his
I‘ollom_:r.s who freguently visited EBaume and whe were well re-
ceivod there, spoko in highest terms. Berno accopted the

14 Augustus-Neander, A Gonoral History of the Christian
Folision and Uhurch mew'rorE"n—ough ton Bifflin and Uoe,
7, IoL, 4.

> 41Ge

15 Tbides Do 416,
16 smith, ope cite, ppe 10-11.
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iInvibation of Wililam and Jouwrneyed: to Cluny in the company of
the abbot of Ste Fartinele=Aubun. After dlscussing the project
thoroughly, a sitc was sought. Finally the alte of Cluny was
shogen,. Duke Willlam was of the opinion that a betteor site -
could bo ohosen but Lfinally aguiesced to the opinion of bota,
Borno and tho abbotl.l? ; |

Thore ia an intorosting story commscted with the tradi-
tion of Clwy in the Life of Sb. Iugh:of subune z\.ne'a::ding to

the narrative the origin of (luny ls linked To that of Hoate

3

aasino, the mother of western monasticlsm. In the Sixth Cenw
tury men from Gaul asked Zenediet to send mon 'J?'z-ﬁz: ifonte Caage
ino %o Saul to instruet them in the disclpline of the Rule.
' Benodict aent twelve men. This group went to @\Lnjq; ‘v’:hem_ the
monastery of Glawfoull was foundeds Because of incursions by
1o Horthumen, the moniks fled soubh where thoy settled ab St. -
':%:.'.vi.n, Poitiorss There monastlic lifo flourisned, 80 ‘bha.‘q Ste
Savin's bocame a nmodsl monasterye. Cne of tho mnka, ,_Léadﬂ.llo,
defiermined to restore the abbey of Ste Martin's iutun, and ho
gont to &te Savints for monks for reforming purposes. The work
was successful so that £&s ¥artin's flourisheds AL tho same
time the monastery of Bawme was totally lacking in monamstic
regulapity. Honks of St. Martin's wero asked to reform it, so
Derno was sents Thls Berno later was to become the first abbob

17 y111%ems; OD. ‘Gite, ppe 28+83. Ofe also, Hean
_qﬂi eit...". III‘ éis..:&,v-:-.' .pp : o - x m‘.
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of Cluiye Thus the chaln waa formed that linked Ionte Cassino
with Cluny.iS '

Thore is alac a sonse in which tho parentago of Cluny
may be traced to Ste. Denedlet of Animnes A4rdo, a writer of
this period, reports that Penodict of Aniene sont twelve
moniss i:b Gte Savin's. In about 870 tho monls of It. Savin's
undertools the Testoration of tho ebioy St Hartints=lo-iubune
With the first abbot of Ste Hartin's, Arnulph, would thon have
come the apirit of the Joncordla Resulerum and the observances
preseribed at the Jouncil of Aachen in 817« Vhila It is not
probable that Sormno was even living at Ste Eari:in'-‘si yet it
1g probablo that 1t was with the aid of monks of 8t, Hartin's
that he began his work at Jura where he founded the monastery
of Gigny Lefore taking over Baume«19 Also, it should be
rencnbered that it was in the company of tho avbot of Ste
Martin's that Derno undortool tho founding of Cluny. Hores
over, the author of the Life of Odo mentions one important
fact, that at Baume the precepts of a certain Futicius were
followeds The svidence available as to who this Tutloclius was
points to Bonodict of Aniene.20 Thus Bermo while faithfully

18 smithy ope oite, PPs S-lle

19 willtams, ops cites PDs 92=93s

20 smith, ope. o:u:., ps 12. Cfe also, Mionastic Order,"”
%&“-5@#%%%-5 va%‘*‘%“ﬁfiuﬁoﬁ%m%ﬁm”
Téoal (Londons Charlos H. Eolly, 1015), ps 295, says, "The

name of Zenodiot was assumed on his conversion in placa of his
first name Uitlsza or "‘utiaiua-
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laboring at the establishment of a new monastery, bogan his
work with tho force of tradition and custom behind hims And
wvhilc following faithfully the command of Pulke William to
establish at Jluny the Fule of St. Bonediet; if what the
accounts of the wmilters of tho pericd can be relied upon,
what he acbually put into practice at Cluny was not the
oripinal Rule of Benediet which he had enforacd upon the monks
at lontc Cassino, but a version of the Yule that had unders
Zone a series of chma.gba and alteratlons durlng the course cof
tho proceding centuries, noteably the chanz;es_wéught'hy the
action of Zonedict of Anlano and the Aashon copitulariess

The work of the Iirst abbot was not without its :'e.:mlta.‘
Criginally Berno had fwo monasterles under his control, Paume
and Cluny. ZEcfore he dled in 927 two or threo had beon added :
to that number, sc thai his succeseor fell heir to al lsast
£ivo monestic wnits,2l goch one while a separate unit in it-
self yet wmder the direct control of the abuot of Cluny. The
infinence of ferno apread quickly boyond the confines of Cluny
partly by tho founding of new monasteries and partly by theo
incorporation of those alroady existiap, all undor the direct
control and supervision of Cluny and her abbot-as Duke

2 ngluny," ineyelopedia Brittanics (Encyelopedis
Lrittanica Incey Dew Tovk, 1057)s V, GOLs

22 “gluny," Cathclic Encyclopedia (Hew York: Robert
.%pPletm comm,’ 1908) 2 Iv’ TS
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¥iilliem already at the time when the charter was granted had
stipulated that the monastery and its possessions should be
held under the direct control of the abbot.?® The result of
such plamning and such stipulations was that by 629 Cluny
was the head of a small congregation, the nucleus of the
Clunilac Order. The complete fruition of this tendency, how=
ever, did not occur during the abtacacy of Sernc but under
the later abbots. Yet the scod was being sown; the sketches
for the foundation were belng drawn.

That Serno was 8o successful wes dus to a number of
factorss The primary one was the personal character of the
abbot himself, Devoted to the cause of momat:.qim, he was
extremoly nious and virtuous, his x-aputationrest;ng for the
greater part only on hls woris and deods of pilety and charitye.
Zut there were other factors that worked for Cluny's great=
ness. Coographical position was not the least of thome.
Cluny lay in o series of gently rolling hills, in a part of
Burgundy into which neither Horthman, HIun, nor Sarazen seems
to have penotrated. A~Also, Cluny lay on one of the pilgrim
routes to Rome and near the highways of the Soane and Rhone.
S%ill more favorable for the developmemt of her principle
monastic autonomy was the politiocsl position she held, situated

as Honderson, op.Cltey; Ds 55le
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ag sho was in a part of Burgundy where independence was
possililes There tho authority of tho Frankish king and the
Corman smperor wero negligible, what semblonce of powor tho
one poasessod heing _neutré.lize& Ly the cther., Cluny }ay GOnN=
veniently distent from both so as to be practically indepon-
dent of botlhe Hor had ahe any fear of the dukes 7 of Burgundy
viho Guring the oarly period of Clunlac hlstory were oéeupied_
in the holding back of the Farbarians. Besides, tharé wes
no reason why any of the powers should have t_raublaé‘%' thonw
selves aboub a small poverty stricken mona-qtérs". 'J'.‘hafefope,
Cluny was loft to develop.2% ind that is precisely what she

adld,

2¢ gmith, ope_olte; DDe 355-36.



CHAPTER IV
FROM ODO 20 LWAJOLUS
Abbot Odo

ne real history of Cluny bogina with Odo the second
aboot who laid the foundatlon for Cluny'!s greatnesc and shaped
tho course of lator Cluniac historys.l He came from a deeply
relipgions famlly and a family of ranlc In the conmumitye Since
in his ocarly childhood ho was a rather delisate child, hia
fathor destined him for the priesthood. Eut- as the boy grew
and doveloped physically, his father decided.to trai._;*x_ hin for
g military career in the services of the Duke of Aquitaine.
YWhile in the services of the Dulte, 0do found court l;.fe quite
distesteful and longed for & l1lifo more sultable to his sensi=-
tive temperment. During thls period ne was plagued with
terrible dreams in which he heard himself accused for his
frivolous pursuits at the court of the Duke. iioreover, he was
afflicted with violont, inourable headaches, the cause of
which he atirivuted to tho type of living :I.n She royal house=
holds All these factors combined to induce him to leave the
court and go to a monsstery for relief. Accordingly, at the

1 Eabilion, Annalea, femdigtua,tini‘::gi mx?a.-szv as
uoted by Vatkins Ve Willlams, llonastic 3 8s (lianchesters
!?tanehastgr 'Uni.vurs.t!';y Press, 1938),; De 20 states that we
would probably be corroct in regarding the first two abbots,
Borno snd 0do, as the co-founders of the Cluniacs. - L
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age of ninetoen Odo ontered St. Hartint's to gain relief from
his physical and spiritual discomforts.?

Up to this point Cdo, it seems, had not taken the vows
of monasticlam, for while yet at Tours he kept company with
OCount Tullke, who was a lusty pursuer of the good thing in
1ife.” 0do soon sourcd on such a 1ife? and turned his atten-
tion to reading and praying, at which he spent moat of his time.
Ils reading vas coﬁs‘;‘:‘..ner.l to thoe classics, not spiritual works,
Gne night he had & dream about a vase, beautiful in form, yet
£illed with snaltes. le interpreted the snakes as referring
to the classics. This greatly impressed him, so that he then
twmed nis attention to the study of the gospel and the
prophotse Such a prastice however was not well recelved by
his assoclates who ancered at Elble readinge _Sui‘ferj.ng the
taunts and Jeers until no longer possible, Odo retired to a ;
ccll and followed & very strict ascetic life, seeking satis-

foction in tho hardest diseiplines.d

2 L.%. Smith, The Early History of the Monastery of
(llew Yorks t':xf—d Unive"'ﬁﬁresa—'f, 92_)"‘"110 PPe 17=20.
.Fx ao, VWilliams, Op. cit., Ppe 25=-26, and .ﬁ.ugu.atus Neander,
A ‘General Hist of the Christian Relizion and Ghux'oh
{coston: uouga’z% ’_‘ff_H'n and Company, %‘TI), iV, 417¢
3 it Tours at this time religious ‘conditions were scand=

alouse The pr:lnciplas of the Rule were completely ignored.
Smith, ODe Oit., Pe 22,

i11liams, op. clte, De 27, relates thet at this time
Qdo i‘lad from Tours anc went to Paris to study. Iie returned
to Tours after he had oomuleted his eduscation,

S Smith e Bit-, Do 15 3130, ?ﬂltm’ Obe Gi’b., Po
25, and Heinaers ops oitus TTI,i€1%a




