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the geography ot the area. the sS.te :waa qu1te 11u1ted ft1r 

suoh purposes. 

Atto~ the· course ,of a fow years Dake W1111am; q111gentl:y 

pondering.that 0 r1oh men bi means of their transitory possess-
. 

i ons. if tllc,y :u.sGd them w&lI ., may be ab.le to -meri't &~erlaet1ng 
. . 

rewards and dea1r1nt to p~ovlde tor h:1-s own -sa.t;ety vhlls still 

abl:G • thereby" gaining oomet'hS.ng for h1a cnm s~111;5 (let81'Dd.ned 

that no mor.e D\t1table wo.-, was .open to him ·to achieve auoh all 

and tlum to build and eatab;J.1ah a monastery,. :\ooqrd!.nsl1' 1 118 
. . 

h:r.u~tled over from his own rile to tho apostles·, ·Peter.· and -P.aul 

t ho possessions over Wh1oh he held away• the to1m ot Clmq.. 

with the oour·t, ·demene nJO,nor.-, and tbS ,church,. together nth 
all tb.o things pertaining to 1.t .• 4 So the entire oOJ!ZlUD1t:, of 

ClUJ11'• from the tomJ: itself down to the uncult1vatod ground 

uround 1t, waa deedoa over·lock• stqok, and 'barz'el for the 

ptmposo tbat 1n -011.lllT a regula.r monaa·tel'J' sbi:>uld be consti-aot­

ed 1n honor of Peter mid Paul .• 

~,1111.am cGntinues 1n his oha,l!ter· tbat the monks 0 ebal"3 

poaao.as and hold and have and ,order tlleae same things 1nto all 

time-. 0·5 Berno was to be 4:he i'ir-ll't ·abbot,. ba.v1Dg ,oomplete 

p01Ver ~'ld domination over al1 tlie monks and posseaa1cma as 

3 11 . · 'I, ft E., ~. Hende~s:on,. 1l'he Found&t1on Document o.t o.,.,,my ,. 
.Self>ot H1ato1oal Doouments �~� the !ll.ddle Ages (London·: 
Georce &Ii and sona., 1a§8 J, p.....-SS§. 

4 ~ ·•· p .• 330., 

5 ~-•. pp·. · 331-333 ... 



long as. 1w .should live-. '9pon his death t11, JJmit;& :aere t1-ee1¥. 

io e1eot tba~ own new abbot .• neither W1lli&Jlil nor any. otbe 

person_ aa.r1flt:5 to 1nter-:f'erc., ·with the• olect_1on .. -.. The monks 11ue· 

to pe:y Ro~ a tr1bt1te ot ·ten sold:l., a v.e~ ~11 ·sum,· even . 

five years. and to have papal. _pr.oteo·t1on .. 6 •. ·-

The mos-t 1mportfln:t ··a.~uae of. the chal'tert~:J_.s· tll,at •oh 
-':, . : ~ de-ai~ witb tho rreedom·. (!1" the momuste.17. Trhe ~ -.:.i~re sub-. . . . . . . } .. 

.. -. . 

.. 
'.· 

.. . 
! 

lee¼; ne1 tner to W~lllai~ ~1a, relation.. roVal offiei.a:i~, nOl" 

any other eazith·ly yeko~. :· ··;l~ -aeoulu prmoe, ,.._c(~~f --b'~-;hop;. JlOl9 
.• . . . 

':. • r • • ·,,. 

even the po.pe. h~solf' -waa to seize the . p1'0pe~t7., .- d:\ff:4e 1~. 

d1min1sh it• nc;,r· give 1t :to ben~t1~ ·UE.Other,., ·.1lor:' -~~e· tb87 to 
. • • •• ,.:.<r- _ .· · -

set an .abbot -o~er .t;he mpn~s against· thel:r. ,j,s;il.-.;: VI~U~ Q".alled 
. . . 

•on tho ho1y apostles- P,ot'd.r and Psul and on :tM .. ~ope.· ··td be; 

guardians and protectors of Cl'.UtlJ', by' OBl10?;110"e;l and aposj_ollo , . 

authority to c!J'1¥e £1'0ln the o~ty. 01' t ·he ·o!luroh and e~ema-1 

lite those who attaol~d or BQlz~d tlle. pitoport7:· wh1~h had been 

g1von to them. !1. tr·emendoua. ~mi·ae WQ.s oal.l4)d .. ciown mi &IJ1' who 

vlolatE>d til1s ollar-ter.. 'lmla- t~ oi-1g1nal ahartel' from tho 

hund· :0:t the to~d<'.r h1meeU w.llled tbat f:tOD\· tm ~sSinnlng 

Cluny- :was to ba- abaol:uta~ aut-cmomoua... ~ ~ the outset 

e11.1r17 was to -a·t .mld. £or and •• the r.r.,mbo.l. of -~-s:tto autcmclll3". 7 

Beyond this the will gives 11ttle. aad1t1onal 1ntorma~1cm. 

6 L .• u .. Smith• T'ne ~ 1ateg·ot ~~9'. 
Olug (118\'f Ywlu Ox.t'~~<l lS!ii~ eii~~rt~ •. 

V Ibid~• PA!' ,14,., 
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It denl& only with-·the·-deod -Of gift ~ "11.th ~11ll1am·'a 1.atmt­

ions ·rosardL,g the monastery. ?Jo propam n .a aet dO\'lll be7ond 

tlmt th8 Eenei:'11ct1ne Rule should be follo1.'led,. · lto te1'mal oon­

st1tut1on v1aa drawn up e&1e9t the ot1pulat1on of tm. will of • 

_William. What c0U1'se v,as to be £0llo\1ed was lei't . pr,tt,- !!IUOh 

up to ~e discretion m:id good judgamant ot t~ ~bbot. Dake 

Will:tam L.'"l 111'8 cbal',tor stated that t-be abbot slm~ ·pl'eaida 

ovt>r · the. ntOllks refSU].arJ.¥ -~ccor,di11g to-bis knowleds, al¥! abWty_.8 

W3. tl1,. tho G.XOaJ.)tion of tlw wide pr1no1plGS, la:S,d dG'!D · by BOned1ct 

of: l'iw.~s1a tho ~e of the mcmasteey no sub3eat to t~·-·abbot 

a lo11t>. VJhet-e he saw woi'k to be· done. it could be aope -with 
. . 

comparatively little interrerenoo m1d infrlngemtmt fr0!:11.!Ulea 

m.1d ·rule:rs otlle!' than h1ma'elf,. : 

~;aa t is not t ·o aa_y that ·the Rule was dead l~ttw OZ1JOiD6 

t ho monks.. Remo.. while · com1,os1nG no special 2.ul.e~ did o.b-1!­

ga te his monks to i'ollO\'I as s-triot1y ·a-s. possible the !bllo ,of 

St,. Benodict. 9 \lba.t Berno hoped to aohie:ve T(as concol'd and 

regul.a11.1ty,.. ?.'heref'ore- 1n the monasto~los U?ltlor his su.pe1!'­

vis1on he e::rchoJttGa 1;lle ·monks to ablfervtl' un1'£ormity 1n the 

mo.nner of tl1Ef11'- 12.fe., as regards r1~, . the observance or 
silence~ -f'ood and drink-, _ and above all ,the givlng up of pr1- ,. 

·8 Henderson,. RR.•~•• p .. aal .. 

9 P., Po"LUT&t., cm-1·ahbn Sp1r1tuallw; !a ~ HldMe !£!!. 
(Londcm.1 Burn:a.,, O•tes,., and Waahbourne Ltd.,, 1924)• -Ia &. 

, 



vate property and possoss10l'is~ if not bett$r at 1eaat aa well 

as· the:, had dono 1n t~ da:rs preoedillB tllelr cmtl9anoe to 

Oluny,..10 TbBt,· however, chm-iges wen present· and 1n !"oroe 

o-ann~t be denied¥. It w:l.11 be remembered that Benedlct eatab­

lisb.cd h1s Rule L"'l Italy• '.'1hen Abbot Berno adopted the. llul.(b 

it \'10.s for, a conr:nun1ty 1n Frmio·e. 'l'b.erefore, w~t,-~11"1oat1cm.a 
. , 

v,are instituted were· mde on .account. -of -the ol1mato =and \'18athe1' 

con~it1ons.ll The meanwhile., ~egardlesa of hoTJ atr!ct.J.y the 

lettc1 .. of the 'nt.\le va:s, ad,hered to,. what the .-abbOt. ha~ · 1n m1JJ4 
• 

a.."'ld \:1bat motivated b:is actions ·was loyalty te the s¢.r1t ot 

t bc i'O'l'IZlder. P4ned1ct of. lilll'D1o. .. l2 The sens~ ·of· dl~t:L'aaa at 

t he rel-axat1011 of tlie ancient Rulo and tho eier present &eal 

to es:teblish aga.1n the monas,tie ideal., cl'ea.ted tbat 1'ram of 

mind that compelled -the great -abbot to m>rk even more dUJ:­

sentlt for tlle. establishment or tbat ideal tbht so thorOUGh1f 

possetis.od tlle i'1i-·EJt zz,eat abbot o~ Monte Oasa1Da,., that 1n the 

rcgalar 11.f"e or the monnstiD c.ommimity lies tlle hipst tn,e 

of s-ati:d·ao t •ion,. 

The foundation pr1notp1oa fa1:rl,- uell det'hmd~ the work 
of oonstl'Uoting t!:J.e· monaateri '118D oarz-1ed on by the monks,13 

10 Smith,. 9.2• aita-,. p, .. :\5•-
, 

11 t?arvin a. Vincent. !be AS! of 111.ldebmnd (?fen, Y01'kl 
Charles- Scl'1bner·'a sons., 19!'1T,. P• B « 

12 i:7111:tams,. op. cit.,., P• 24. 

13 Odd as it ma7 seam Duke \'iill1am stipulated that the 
~at· had to build theil' own :monaateJ17 aoaol'd!ng to theil' 
own abll1t1ea, aftd pO'IIGfl • · 
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I:len10 \7!1.& oalled: as the firat_ a.bbot. lt was by' no :mare a.oc1• 

dcmt that ~1111am ohoae ouoh a man~ for .even: betore 3oing to . . 

01\.~ .,. Berno h~d e,atablished. b.1msel1' as zeal,OUB tor :monast1o 

refo:t'm-. ·One :1009unt or l~o lite· sqa that Barno be~ quite 

d1_sausted ,11th the. lu~ies of Burguadia.1'1 11tc:>·~. at wb!cb he • 
. . . .:. . 
was ·a ~JJ.l aha1.•o~- L"l v1Gv1 of ll1s .. status. that of a• ~GIJ.."l~lon 

nobJ.e •14 t~oreover ~ 11~-beoo.me dissatisfied with . ~tt~!!dnanoJ' of -

tllo ma.jor1-W of tbe mbnk1i _or. his time ... 15 In. acco:ri~o;e Id.th 
. . 

the. preoepts of' tlle Goa pol and f'o~ tho p-11l'PQ·s~ ot ·1ayln$ ,up 

for·' h hmel:t' treasures·· ~ boavon,: he builtt a. .#.~-ti~ey ·a:t ~~ 
on ilia own pi,Q1l0rt7 and endcma4. 1-t w1:t;h ~a O\'tn ••~~th.- ·)laDka 

. . 
,1ere thon 1nv·1ted to, ~ettle th8re..,-. Be~ b6Qa.me- ao-aat1af'1od 

. with tile WOl'k d0..118 tba-t he f'1anll.J' to9k ~he vows ~mid. e:itGNd 
. 

his cmi monaator:,., Later he 'became abbot.. ~s Z'Ule Y!&S so 

thorough and. uo ~ently ~ondu&ted that his fame. soon ·SJ.)l'ead• 

to tlle extent that he wa:a-as!ted to· take ovll»r t~ .mona;ste17 of 

:t-awne,.. uhich he SOOD l'e
0

Store.d to 1ts 01"1g1na:l ~lig1oua and 

temporal prospe~ty.16 mien f111liam then dee;decl to eatabl1-lih 

bis. mona.stei'3' ~ ha called· ·to bis-o~l. Berno~ ot whom ~ ­

followcr,s wJ..10 fi'eq;umtly visited Paume- and who were •11 re .• 

001~.red tbor.e., 8.P()kt> 1n hlghe&t tel'mS.. Berho ~oooptec!l t~ 
,, 

14 Augustus , Nean&tl';, · !, . Gcmeral. H1atm o~ !U, OhJ.ltatian 
-Ro1S.jion .and Ollur"oh (New ¥orii: IioUShton ~rim and co •• 
!Mi ~ :fif;"9414-. . , . . . 

15 Ibid~,. p:., 416 • 

16 Sm2.tb,.. ~P•' _oit.-_,, pp . ., 10-ll •. 
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invita.t·1.on· of W1];l1am and Jo~•neyed•to ClunJ 1n the CJ~ of 

the o.bbot 1>1' st ... Mart1n-le-Autwn. :.\i"ter d1scusss.ng· the pi-o_joo1i 

thorongtlly', a !5"ito, -wao oouGh,t.. F.L"'lal.ly the a.1te of OlUZJY waa 

-nho3Gn. Dul<:e ~7:l.J.11am Vli!tS '0£ ·the .opinion that a bette-r site • 

coul d be ohoaen bi'lt f!i.a:-mll7 a.q1.1.icnrcod to tho op~on of both. 

Berno m1a. tho abbot,.17. 

'lilere is an :i.ntersst~llG story ooimeotecl with ~ : tra.cU.:.-• 

·t_i ~"'1 of Ollll".,Y 1n the ~ ot. ~t-:., ~ • gt, ;:tut~ i\oao~ding to 
-,: 

: ·. t .~u, narrative the• or1e;~"Wl of Cluny 1,s linkec'\ t ·cf that ot monte . . .. 

'. 

. • 

dastJino:> the mother of !\~~t8rll 1:1onast:101sm. In .t~··Sixf;h een-
t uey me."11 fro?i1 Gaul. aske~ ·Dcned!tlt to a&~ mon troi:1-Monte O~•-· 
1110 ·t o Gaul to i11stinJ.Ct them 11:l tbe d1ao1'pline .ot the RuJ.e, .. 

· !1011-ocliot se11t t"\Y.e·lvc-mn.. 'Thlfl croup, went to· i\nj~ ~her.e the 

mo11aatery .of Glau,tcn.111 \'las tou..1:1ded.. Beca~EJ'. of 1-Yla'lit'_s;10DS • b.r 

t ho .iortln.:iez.i, the 1nonlcs :fle4. so.uth "liibG:re they s~•ttl.oo a.ii'. s t .. .. 

Savin~ P.oit.iera_.- TheFo '1D01".ast1c lU.e floU1'1sllct1.~ so tha.t ·st • .. . . , . 
Sav1n1 s ~ecame a -tnod;el: monastery., 0111G. o.f tho~~ -~dillo,. 

determined-"to resto-re the abbey of St,.- ~t1n·1a t1.u~-': and he 

~ent -to St. So.vs!D I s £or monks, f'oi_. rot"orm1ng piµ-pos~s.. ~ w:ork 
. . . 

·. \'ltls -suttcesstul so . that St .• ~t!n·• s fl.om-tah~.: .ta.t - tJ,tEJ SGID9 

.. time the monaste17 ut Bawa was totallJ' incld.hg 1n !:IOJ:IO;&ttc 

re,t,'Ular1'tJ'·•· Sonka o't St.~- Uart:1n I s were asked to ato~ 1t·• ao 

Demo was aen1t~. •fb1s Demo later •11• to beo-ome -the r'1rllt -abbot 
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of Cluny.. Th.WI :the aba1n ~ID.S .tormocl tba'h :Unkqd LtontG Cassino 

W!th Olun,-•18 · • 

Tb.ere is a~ao a aenae 1n wh!ob tho pu-entago ot Cl.lq' 

my 'be traced to· st. Eenedlot •of' An:tane.ei .!U'do• a mi.!tw ot 

th1s pe~tod~ reports that Benedict of' An1ane SOllt twelve 

J!lOllks to st. sav1n1:s. In about 8'70 the monks of st ... sav1nts 
. . 

· undertook tbe restoration ·of tbe abbe7 St .• ~tln!a-ie-.Autun. 

With the fir.at ~bbot of st.. uart:tn I a. ,\eutlph• W()uJ:d t'1"¥>n have 

come tile sp1~1t ot tile aonoQrd1a ~sgl.arun}and the _o~aenanoee 

1,~eso1•ibod at the Council. of Aachen .. 111 817a · \"Jb1le. tt is .not 

pl"obab'le that 5emo \7as. even llv-h'ig at st. Mart1n1·&:;. yet 11: 
....... 

is l>l.'Obable tb4t 1t \f~f.J: w1tb the .aid ·ot momut ot St., ~tn•s 

that l\e bo@m b:1s work at Jura vbe1'o he founded tm ·monaatel"J' 

of GiGlY be1'01"8 talc!.ng O.VGF }hume ... ,19 A1ao,· 1t should bG· 

remombered that 1t- was 1n tho oo!ilpany o~ tho abbot of st •. 

f,'a:at1n'-s tluit Der.no undortook the t'omcl1DS of 01~.,· llolfe-

. over a tho autllor· of t?1e LSt.0 ,9!: Od«:> .mnt1cma one lmportant 

fa.at., that at Iaur.10 t.."'le, ~ept, of '.a: OGl'ta1D Eut,.alua Tl8l'd 

follcnmd.- 5.'ho e"1.denc.a, availa.bl."O aa to \7ho. thls Bllt1o1ua- wae 

po!nte to Bene41ot; 'Of An1ano-,.'ll0 1'hus: Buno '1'1?11le taltbft1111' 
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la.bot'1nQ; ct the e&-tablishment ot e. 118\'I monaste17a- began b1a 

t10rk ,11th the fo~c~ of ~ad1t1on and ous4-om behind blm. And 

vrhi:\8· .t'olloWinB 1"a1th.f'ull.J ·the OOllim&nd of Dnke '61111am to 

establ1all at Oli,ny- tlm Rule of st. Senedlot; 11' wbat. thB 

aocounto of tl"..e 'm'1 ters of the· poriocl can be zreliotl • upon, 

wliat _he ~tctua.ll:J put ,into pr.a.ct1oe at OlUD7 was· not .. the 

original Rule ot· Bened.i:ot \'Illich ho bad entoroed ·tq')on tbe-~a 
. . 

a.t 1aonte o~_ssino, but a version of the liuJ.e· .t."lat bad ·under-. . 

sone a aeries- of c-hamgea and o.lt~Pa.t1ons- during tbi: cdursa ot 

t be prooedino cont.urie11:, ~1otea-bl.7 the obanges T,To,.lgl:lt-··bJ' the . . . 
action of Benedict of A~l_ano ~ tho AaQhen ~ap1t~1ea~ 

Tllo v,oz-lt ot the tii'at abbot wo.a i'lOt without it's. reault;a .. 

Otti51na.lly Berno ~cl t\'lo monasteries un-J:f ll!a o.ontrol~ ihume 

and OlUl'lJ'. Bef'orc 110 Med 1n 927 1?10 or thffo bad: boon a~ 

to tlua.t nur:lbor~ so th:.l:t h.1.s sueo·esaor tel1 ll.G1r to at. lea.st . 

ttvo mol'lQat1c units,,21 each one vrMle :4 sopal'ate unit in 1t­

solf' yet tu1del' the 41reat 0011t1'0l of tlle abbot or' Cl,mu., fbe 

influence of Demo spi-ead qui~ beyQDd 1;oo ooof'im>a of Olunr 

partly by. ~U> • t"9und!J')..g ot new monastel'lea LU)d part:cy, by tho 

1noorpo1~ation ot those ·uJ.rea~ md.11tfn.6~ all undozt tho diZ'Oot. 

c011trol. su1tl supervision ors -C1uny and beJ!r abbot_.;aa Duke 

, . 

. 2'1 •ell.~:, 1t . EnczoloR!dia Bz)1tt"W.Cb.. (Enc,.a1opod1a. 
'.6.l:'.ttrtanioa Ino., 1-lew··Yor-k,, 18&7h. v, 861• 

S2 u-c-1,my,..11·•oat1wi .io- Eno,:01-opacita.. (Rev York: Robel't 
Appleton Com~~ 1908) ~ IV 1 73. 



Vl1ll1am al.l'eady- at the tim when the abut.er waa granted had 

ot-1pul.ated that the monastery and its posaosa1ons should '.be 

held under the d1Not oontro1 o-f the abbot.23 ~ asul.t- of 

such planning and ouoh at1pulat1ons was. tha-t by 929 OJ.UZQ" 

v:as the head of a small oongl'eaat:i.on., the• nuc~us' of the 

Olun1ao Order., 'ihe oomple.te t'ruition of~•· ~~dt?nO;f•• ho\1-· 

ever., did not ooour duins -the abbaoaoy ot -~mo- .but'~ 

the lata1 .. abbots.. Yet th": soGcl was being so'fm~ the .!1'etohea 

f'or tho 1"ounclat1.0?l. were being <1.ravn. •. 

'l'bat Be:t'21G uaa. oo suooesaful was c!lue to •Zi numbia.r of .. 

£actors• The prlmary OJ'l& was the pe11aonal ohara~t~r .. ·of' the 
. . . <':: 

abbot himself. Devoted to the ca.u11e of monaatioiam. 1:i.e uae 

ext~e1naly pious and v.li'tuous.,.. his reputation ·rcrsi;.~ ~~ the 

sreater part only on h1s ·works al'lil deeda: of pie~ ond· o!Jar.1tJ' • 

But thore were otller :tao·t~a that: worked for .a1un:,•:~ great-­

ne~s... C-eographtoal. position waa· not the lellst' of' . ~he·ae .. . . 

Oluny lay in a sertes o.f gentl.y· ro111ng h11la, in a pal't Qi' 

liurt;1\lndy into which neither Nort.lman-. nun.. nbr Sara.sen aeea 

to have peiu,tl'ated.. i\lso. Clunv l:aJ' on one of' the p1.lgr1m 

-l'OU'tea to Rome and neU' the hlglmays· ot the soane encl Rhone-. . . . 
. · Still. moN i'a vorable tor the developz!IUlit' ot her prinolple 

monaatto autonmaw na the pol1t1oa;I. po-1t.1cm abe_ llBld• e1tua'te4 
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as she t1~ s 1n. a part of air~ wl1ere 1ndopcmdenoe was 

possible., 'l'b.aro· t.ho authority o~ tlle Fronkish k111g .and the 

eemnnn emperor wei""e ne311c1ble., what somb1enoe of .power the 

one 1,oanessod being _neutr~11zed by the ~tller •· ciun.1.· -~11 ·oon-. . 
veni~ntly distant fro~ both ao as to be practioaii,-·1ndepen-. . . . . . . . . . : 

· dont of botl~• Uor !lltcl-.,:olie any fear of the duke:s of' BargundJ' 
., 

·who dt11 .. 1ng the early per'4,od of Cluniac b.1sto17 wo:z,e oQcunled -. ~ . . .. - . 
• -1:i:i t he hold-1ng baclt of the . ?e,r'bal'ia.ns,_ Boa~des• the~o was· 

no reason v1l".JY 8l'f11 o:f tho powers should bave_ t~dubled· t~ 

selves about a S-:..":lall po,rert:, a.t-z-ioken monast~e~~- The~fore, . ' - . . . .,, . 
Cl u.~ ·1ru3 lett to dovelop)34 I.nd that 1s precisely;, ~t -s~ 
did. 

I • • • • -.: 

. ._ .. 

. , 
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FROU ODO TO ?iil\JOLUS· 

Abbot Odo 

1:ho real hi-story ·or Oluny bogina vd th 9~f1 the se.oqnd 

abbot who 1aid the f oundntion for Cl.uDy•ta ~a.t2),eilc· m>:c1 shaped 

ti~o course of' later- Oluniac: hi:sto17.l ·Re ·oame· from,; deepl'f 

rolis1oua 1'am11::, and s. ·ram11y of ral1k 1n the_ ·~oll!!!.~i~. Sime 
. . 

in his o~ly ch1lclhoc;>d 'he was· a rather dolloa!ie. aJ:i11d;, hia 

.father des.tined h1m tor· ~tJ18· priesthood. ·au.~ -~~ "the··~y grev 
·- -':. 

a.1'-d developed pllys1oo.lly, liis .rather decided_. to tro.t.~ ;hb for ... . .. . ' . 
a military ~aree~ 1n t110 serv1oes ot the~~ o~ Aqqj.ta1ne. 

While 111 the sel'vioes. of' the Dalee, Odo feund cn:>Ui't lite quite 

diste._otef".11 and longed tor e l1f'o more ou1ta.bl~ to ·1!1a sens1-

ti"i7e temperment.. During tl:l1s per·tqd he was p~d with . . . 

terrible dreams: in whtoh he heard h1a.e.J.t aacusod fO'I! ht.a 

~rivolous pursuits at tlie court of the Dulce. "Moreover, he was 

aft'lJatod with violent, ~urabl.e beadaohea1 the cause ·ot 
. . 

vhlob. he a ttr1buted to too type of 11v1ng 1n the r~al houae-

lipld·• All those .rao.tors -combined to !nu~• -ll1m to J.eave the 

00U1--t and go to a monaJt·oey for r.ol1et... Aa~o~nsJ.7 •. :at the 

, ·.· · l ~b1llon, AMalea s.ziec11oeua. III xo1:, anru :987 aa 
quoted- by Uatldns \"i • WS:lllams.; J.!onaat1a Studies· (Ua:oohester r 
lianabE>ster ·Untffl'a1t7 Prea~,: 1.9$8-) • P•, • .a&i·ea that ve 
v.ould probabl.J' be col'l'eot In regarding_ the ttrat two abbot•• 
Bemo and Odo, as • t!le cQ-t'ound.w.a o'f the Ol'W11aoa • ~ • _ 
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a (,,,'C of' nineteen Odo ontered st.. Mart"ln' a to ga1n rel1ef' from 

h1s phya~oa1 and spiritual d1soomf0%'ta.2 

Up to thi-s point Odo.., 1t ~eema. had not -taken the vowa 

or monaatio-j,m,. for whil_e yet at ToUl's ho kept com~ with 

Co'lmt Ful.ke, ,.,ho was a lusty pursuer of the good thing 1n 

1i !'e. 5 Odo •soon soured on such a. 11fe·4 and tui'ned !11s at.ten-

t ion to :t1eadi ng ancl pra71nG, at wh1ol1 he· ap$n.t most of bis time. 

I!is reading waa oonf'il~d to the claaa1as., not spiritual uorka. 

one n i ght be had a dream a bout a. vase) beaut.11'111 111 t-oftl, 7et 

filled w:tth snakes. lie interpr-eted the ~es a:s referr1llfJ 

to t llo olaoaics •· '!'his greatlj iapres.sed b.~ ~. ao t~t. he tbftn 

tUl'l1ec'l his attention to the stud,- cf the gospe.-1 and -..the 

prophets... Suell a practice however was not \1811 reeelved bJ' 

h1o o.ssoc1ates who snee.red at B1.ble l'ead1Dg •. 'Sut"t.ei'~ the 

tau.~ts und 3eors until no longe~ possible, ~ao Ntlrod to a 

cell anc.l i'ollowad e. veey strict ascetic l1_te, seeking sat1a­

i'ect1on 1n tho hardest ·d1ac1plinea-.5 

2 L.1~. Smith, ~o Ef lz lll:sto!fro.t. .the l!cmaate1".Y' . of 
Clunz (New York~ oxford :1.~versDi~ e.ss;-1926) 11 pp.;i,-20. 
A~ao11 Vlt111ama,. ,op,. o·it .• ~ pp,. a~a~,. and Augustua lf~or11 
A General. Riston, ottiie Ohrls~l~on and. OhUl'oh 
TBos'fionr noiighton Mlr?Hn imd ~ • ,71)-;-Yv., 41V·. 

3 At Tours at· this-t !me :nligloua ·oond1-t1ons vere scand­
alous. !I'he prinolplea o'& the Bul.e W81"8' Qompletely lGDOl'ed.• 
Smith., .21!,~ .211•, P• 28 e: 

4 Williama • .22• 01t--, P• 29, relates that at th1a t1m.e 
Odo fled .from Tours ;aiic!'"'" went to 'Pela tio study• ffit ~eturned 
to· T.ours' .att;er he ·bad· complete4 hie education,. 

5 Smith• .,22 .. en•• P·• 19. Alao,. Vi1ll1ama, .22.• .!!&1-•• P•· 
25, and .u~r • .22• .2.ll•, III., . 417.-


