
Who is the Greatest? (It's Not Who You Think) A Study of Matthew 18

In the Word Bible Studies from Concordia Seminary is a unique, complete electronic Bible study-in-a-box. 
All the materials you need to facilitate the Bible Study topic are downloadable – the Student study sheets, 
the Leader Guides and four video presentations. The “Who is the Greatest? (It’s Not Who You Think)” 
series is presented in 4 separate video vignettes discussed by Dr. Jeffrey Gibbs with Dr. Jeffrey Kloha in 
a casual, fun setting. The Leader Guides and Handouts were written by Pastor Gary Ellul. The flexible 
format allows the facilitator to complete this study in as little as one meeting or up to four.

For additional background and study of the text, see Dr. Gibbs commentary on Matthew: 

Jeffrey A. Gibbs, Matthew 1:1-11:1, Concordia Commentary Series (St. Louis: CPH, 2006).
http://www.cph.org/p-685-matthew-11-111-concordia-commentary.aspx

Jeffrey A. Gibbs, Matthew 11:2-20-34, Concordia Commentary Series (St. Louis: CPH, 2010).
http://www.cph.org/p-17762-matthew-112-2034-concordia-commentary.aspx

Here is a recommended format, using one video per session:

Opening prayer
Almighty God, be with us this day as we grow in Your Word. Prepare our hearts for the love You have 
poured out for us through Your Son our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Allow the seed of the Holy Spirit 
to flourish within us so that we can come to a fuller understanding of the many gifts you have given us, 
especially the precious gift of faith. This we do for the glory and honor of our Redeemer, Christ the Lord. 
Amen.

Warm-up Discussion (15–20 minutes)
Student study sheets pique the student’s interest and curiosity of the video topic to be presented. Relevant 
Scripture readings are introduced to prepare the student for the deep dive of meaning and understanding 
that will be presented in each video vignette.

Video Vignettes (15–20 minutes)
Concordia Seminary Professors discuss the relevant Scripture verses and dig further into the meanings, 
symbolism and application into the present day and individual lives. The informal round-table discussion 
format puts the student at ease, enabling concentration and meaningful thought into what is being 
discussed.

Follow-up Discussion (15–20 minutes)
Student study sheets continue with in-depth questions that refer to information presented in the vignettes. 
The follow-up is designed to reinforce the student’s comprehension and application of the information 
provided. 

Closing prayer
Ever living loving God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit we thank You for allowing us to be in Your word today. 
Help us always to grow in Your Word given and shed for us. Help us to flourish in the love our Lord poured 
out for us. Help us to share Christ’s love with the world that is around us. It is in His name that we pray. 
Amen.



Suggestions for a successful In the Word Bible study

•	 Decide the timing of how you want to format your Bible study (will students be asked to meet once, 
twice or four times).

•	 Advertise the study at least a month in advance; promoting this is presented by the professors of 
Concordia Seminary. A very unique and entertaining Bible study.

•	 Familiarize yourself with the materials. The Leader’s Guide refers to significant topics that will 
be raised in the video vignettes. For deeper understanding, facilitators are encouraged to steer 
conversations to these topics.

•	 Ensure television or projection device is available to present DVD presentation.
•	 Have enough Student study sheets, Bibles and pens/pencils available for all in attendance.
•	 Study should be held in a room that encourages a relaxed setting, with tables to write notes. 

Lighting that can dim is better than completely turning off the lights during the vignettes, so that 
students can see while they take notes.

•	 Serving light refreshments will entice Lutheran students to attend.
•	 A collection basket for free will offering is always a wonderful addition. Donations may be collected 

and a check made payable to “Concordia Seminary” to be sent to: Theological Research and 
Publications, Concordia Seminary, 801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO, 63105–3196. 

•	 Remember to relax. The Concordia Seminary professors are actually doing the teaching with this 
In the Word study series. As the facilitator, you are reinforcing the ideas that are being presented.

•	 Please complete the voluntary e-survey after completion. 
Facilitator survey  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/5PXZLXF 
Participant survey http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/5P82ZPH
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