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	THE SECOND LAST SUNDAY IN THE CHURCH YEAR
	(English to voice while another signs)
the first lesson is daniel 7:9-10
daniel continued to tell about the vision which he saw:
9.   "as i watched... there god set up the judge's thrones and then god, the ancient eternal one, whose years are of no beginning or end, he sat upon his throne!  his clothing was pure as white snow.  the hair on his head was as the pure wool of a sheep.  his throne was as shining fire with wheels of turning fire and
10.  "fire flowed from his throne.  many thousands of people worshipped and served him.  those people, 10 thousand times 10 thousand, stood before him.  the court was ready and the judges sat down.  all the people also sat down.  his books were brought forth and were opened."

the second lesson is hebrews  12:1-2
in the recent chapter 11 the writer of the book of hebrews speaks about many famous bible people who had faith...
1.   now we are here and that group is like a cloud around us.  yes, those who have been the witness announcers are as a cloud around us.  therefore, now we run that race, that way that god has set up before our eyes.  we push away any world thing hindering us, especially push away any sin that distracts our attention from the way we are to go.  yes, we must run that race before us and never give up!
2.   continue to look to that one, seeing the one who began faith and who finished faith.  yes, our goal is to see jesus.  it did not matter that his way was that cross against him and that terrible shame.  still he went to that cross, enduring that death.  he did this because of the future joy that he could see!  now he has gone to sit at the right hand of god's throne!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 13:24-31
jesus informs them of the future time when the last day is near... he teaches them saying:
24.  "but in that future time when the time of suffering, persecution and struggles is over, then the sun will become dark!  the moon will not
25.  " shine her light!  the stars there in the heavens will fall.   he (meaning god) will shake the powerful things that are in the heavens.
26.  "then the son of man will come again in the clouds having great power and glory.  wow, they'll see him come!
27.  "god's chosen people will have spread out to the four winds, to the north, south, east and west.   they will have spread all around the earth afar... no matter where they have gone, god will send his angels and they will bring [his chosen people] together here.
28.  "now learn the story that teaches a heavenly truth.  it is that fig tree that teaches this... now when that tree's branches become flexible and have new growth; when buds grow and become the tree's foliage... yes, when you see that you know summer time will soon begin...
29.  "so also when you see these other recent things [in the sun, the moon and the stars], you can know that they warn you that [jesus] is near the door, ready to open it and come again!
30.  "truly i, [ jesus ], tell you that this generation will continue... will not disappear or pass away.  no, it will continue until all the recent things are accomplished.
31.  "everything in the heavens and the earth will disappear, pass away, but my word will never pass away!"



