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	THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
	(English to voice while another person signs)
the first lesson is ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
1.   the lord's word appeared in my mind [ ezekiel is speaking ]...
2.   "this special verse that they speak against the people of israel... what does it mean?  they say: 'the fathers eat sour grapes and their children's teeth are sensitive, bothering them!'"
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3.   the almighty lord proclaims, saying:  "just as i live, so also it will happen here in the country of israel!  people will speak this recent verse no
4.   " more!  truly, every soul that lives belongs to me.  yes, the souls of the father and the son both belong to me!  that soul that sins, it will die! 
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....
25.  "but you say: 'the lord's way is not fair!'   you, the family of israel... you attend what i say!  is it my way that is not fair?... no!  but, oh yes, it is your ways that are not fair!
26.  "if the righteous man turns from his righteous life and does sin, he will die because of the sin that he himself does!
27.  "if the evil man turns from the evil he has done to do holy and righteous things, he will save his life, he will!
28.  "he will live and not die because he will consider, forsake and turn away from all of his wrongs, his sins!
29.  "but you, the family of israel, continue to say: 'the lord's way is not fair!'   you, the family of israel... you attend what i say!  is it my way that is not fair?... no!  but, oh yes, it is your ways that are not fair!
30.  "therefore, i, the almighty lord, tell you, the family of israel:  "i will judge you, yes, and my judgment will agree with the things each one of you do.  i warn you that doing sin can destroy you!  you must be sorry for your wrong action.   yes, push away your sin, forsake it and turn 
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31.  "to god!  hey!  family of israel:  why go yourself to death, why?  throw away your life of wrong action and sin and you will receive a new heart, a new spirit, yes you will receive that!
32.  "the death of anyone gives me no pleasure at all!  be sorry about your sin, push it aside, forsake it and turn to god and you will live, you will, yes!  i, the almighty lord, have proclaimed it!

the second lesson is philippians 2:1-5 [ 6-11[footnoteRef:2] ] [2: verses 6-11 are optional] 

	paul wrote this letter saying:
1.   if you have christ's word of encouragement in you then encourage them...  if you have his word of comfort in you, then comfort them...  if you have his spirit of fellowship with others, the spirit to show kindness and mercy to them, 
2.   then do it... [ fellowship, show kindness, mercy, encourage and comfort them ]!  just as you are of the same mind; have his love in you the same;  are united as one soul;  united having one goal... so by acting on this fulfills and finishes my joy, oh yes, the rejoicing that is in me!
3.   don't do it out of competition with one another, oh no!  and don't do it out of selfish pride in yourself!  but do it from out of a humble heart that knows that other people are of first importance... knowing that you yourselves are not of first importance at all!
4.   don't just attend the things you yourself need... no, but consider the things those others need and also attend to satisfy those needs!
5.   the attitude that christ jesus had is the attitude you must have!
[61. yes, he himself was true god, equal with god.  but he didn't hold that into himself!  oh no,
7.  he left it and that servant body, he accepted, becoming true man.
8.  yes, he humbled himself, continuing to obey god into death, the terrible death crucified to a cross!
9.  therefore, god greatly exalted him.  he gave him the name above every name.
10.  so when the name "jesus" is spoken, all will bow and kneel.  yes, every single one will... all in heaven, on the earth, and under the earth... 
11.  all will bow and kneel and every mouth proclaim that jesus christ is truly lord!  their [ proclamation ] will glorify the father! ]

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 21:28-32
jesus teaches the law teachers and priests, jesus says:
28b. consider this [ story ] of a man who has two sons.  he goes to the first son and says: "today, go work in the vineyard."
29.  he answers saying: "no, i will not go!"  but later, he is sorry, changes his mind and goes [ to work ]!
30.  the [ father ] goes to the second son and says the same thing and he answers saying: "lord, i will go,"  but he does not go!
28b.  [ jesus questions them saying: ]  "what do you think of my recent story?
31.  "the actions of which of the two sons obeyed his father's will... which one!"  they said: "the first son [ obeyed ]!"  jesus told them: "i inform you of the truth:  before you enter the kingdom of god, those tax collectors and prostitutes will enter first... yes, they will!
32.  "before, when john [ the baptizer ] came, you saw his righteous way of life but, no, you did not believe in him!  but those tax collectors and prostitutes did believe!  you saw that happen and still you were not sorry, you did not change and believe at all!"


