

	THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
	(English to voice while another person signs)
the first lesson is isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11
1.  the lord god anointed me and, therefore, the lord god's spirit is on me.  he enables me to preach a word of grace to those poor people.  god also sent and enabled me to proclaim healing to those down of heart; freedom to those bound people; and to tell those in jail that their 
2.  prison door is open.  he enabled me to proclaim that this is the year that the lord accepts all people; to proclaim that the day of our god's revenge is over!  he enabled me to comfort those people that grieve.  
3.  yes, to comfort those grieving people living in zion!  instead of them sitting in their ashes, he enables me to give them new clothes.  instead of their grief, he enables me to give them the oil of joy.  and instead of their heavy, depressed spirit, he enabled me to cover them with praise clothes!  therefore, other people will know that those people continue strong in righteousness.  they are like righteous trees that the lord god himself planted.  other people will see their glory is the lord's glory!" 		
....
10.  with the lord in me, i will rejoice!  with my god in me, my soul can truly be joyful!  he clothed me with his clothes of salvation!  he covered me with his righteous robe.  he beautifully clothes me as a groom beautifully clothes himself and as a bride is beautiful with bracelets, 
11.    a necklace and ear rings for herself!  notice that the earth itself causes sprouts to grow.   yes, the dirt causes those seeds planted in a row to grow.  in the same way, the lord causes his righteous actions and praise to happen there in the presence of all people!







the second lesson is 1 thessalonians  5:16-24
16.  rejoice always!
17.  pray continuously!
18.  christ jesus is in you, therefore, during whatever situation happens in life, you must give thanks.   this is truly the lord's will for your life!
19.  never put out the spirit's fire!
20.  you must never hate the proclamation of god's word!
21.  test everything, whether good or bad, and hold to the good
22.  but avoid whatever things are evil and bad.
23.  and god, who himself is peace, will cause his holiness to completely cover you so will live holy in spirit, soul, and body.  you will continue holy until our lord jesus christ comes again.  he will find you holy,  having no blame in you at all!
24.  faith can depend upon the word of the one who called you.  he will succeed and do as his word says, yes!

the holy gospel lesson is john 1:6-8, 19-28
6.   that man, sent by god, appeared.  his name was john.
7.   that man came as a witness.  yes, he informed people about that light so  all people could believe in him!
8.   he was not that coming light.   no,  but he was a witness to inform of that light. 
 ....
19.  now john himself, as a witness, informed those jewish people living in  jerusalem, those priests of the family of levi.  they wanted to question him and they said:  "who are you?"
20.  he didn't deny it but proclaimed it, clearly saying:  "i am not god's christ.  no!"
21.  and they questioned him further:  "then who are you?  are you elijah?"  he said: "i am not!"  are you that prophet?"  he answered: "no!"
22.  therefore, they again questioned him saying:  "who are you?  answer us clearly so we can tell those who sent us here.  what do you say to explain yourself, what?
23.  he said: "i am the voice here in the desert, calling out, saying:  'as the prophet isaiah said:  build the lord's way straight'!"
24.  some of those questioning john belonged to pharisees'  group.
25.  now they continued to question him,  saying:  "so you're not the christ or elijah or the prophet!  therefore why do you baptize people, why?"
26.  john answered, saying:  "i baptize with water, but among you stands one man whom you don't know...
27.  i have come first and later that one will come.  his shoe ties i am not worthy enough myself to kneel down and untie.  no!"
28.  these things happened at the town of bethany, there across the river jordan.   john baptized people at that place!



