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Not that we are making 
a special church of it, 

as if it were better than 
other houses where the 

Word of God is 
preached… one could 

just as well preach 
outside by the fountain 

or somewhere else.

Martin Luther, Sermon at the Dedication of 
Castle Church, Torgau 1544



…it should also be 
arranged in such a way 

that they may all 
assemble at a definite 
and convenient time, 

when the ordinary man 
can be away from his 

trade or work, and at a 
definite place where 
they may know and 
hear their preacher.

Martin Luther, Sermon at the Dedication of 
Castle Church, Torgau 1544



THE IDEA OF THE HOLY
RUDOLF OTTO • 1917

• the Numinous

• Isaiah

• Jesus

• Paul 

• Luther

• The Law of the 
Association of Feelings

















J. S. Bach
Et incarnatus • Mass in B Minor



PSALM 2
Why do the nations conspire,

and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers take counsel together,

against the Lord and his anointed, saying, 

‘Let us burst their bonds asunder,

and cast their cords from us.’ 

He who sits in the heavens laughs;

the Lord has them in derision. 

Then he will speak to them in his wrath,

and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

‘I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill.’ 

I will tell of the decree of the Lord:

He said to me, ‘You are my son;

today I have begotten you. 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,

and the ends of the earth your possession. 

You shall break them with a rod of iron,

and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise;

be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

Serve the Lord with fear,

with trembling kiss his feet,

or he will be angry, and you will perish in the way;

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Happy are all who take refuge in him.   (NRSV)



Felix Mendelssohn
Warum toben die Heiden • Psalm 2





Trent Reznor
Hurt • Johnny Cash













IMAGES & VIDEOS

• Castle photographs: Schloss Hartenfels in Torgau https://www.schloss-hartenfels.de

• Castle Church Interior and pulpit side view: wikimedia.org/Andreas Praefcke

• Castle Church door: wikimedia.org/Kolossos

• Other Castle Church photographs Armin Wenz  https://lutheranreformation.org/history/hartenfels-castle-chapel-torgau-germany-first-
lutheran-church-structure/

• Stonehenge: https://secretlosangeles.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/rsz_stonehenge-england-1448136.jpg

• Pyramids of Giza: https://web.archive.org/web/20161025203556/http://www.panoramio.com/photo/79145291

• Fishermen's Evening Song, Xu Daoning (Chinese, 970 - 1052) Nelson-Atkins Museum. https://art.nelson-atkins.org/objects/12243/fishermens-
evening-songUlm Munster exterior: Martin Kraft (photo.martinkraft.com) via Wikimedia Commons

• Ulm Munster interior: Richard Mayer via Wikimedia 

• Bach, Mass in B Minor, Et incarnatus: pannonia77 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEPY0CkAsyI&list=PLfITOKcKhekHQ6O-
eJu_kUGcSP4i6HMFN&index=1

• Mendelssohn, Warum toben die Heiden: stigekalder https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87yKXfhJz6E&list=PLfITOKcKhekHQ6O-
eJu_kUGcSP4i6HMFN&index=2&t=334s

• Johnny Cash, Hurt (Official Music Video): Johnny Cash https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8AHCfZTRGiI&list=PLfITOKcKhekHQ6O-
eJu_kUGcSP4i6HMFN&index=3

• Still Life with Lobster, Abraham van Beijeren. Alte Pinakothek, Kunstareal, Maxvorstadt, Munich, Upper Bavaria, Bavaria, Germany

• Lutheran Church of Christ the King interior 1956: Dearborn-Massar. Repository: University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections PH Coll 
251 https://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/digital/iiif/dearmassar/278/full/full/0/default.jpg

• Chapel of the Resurrection, Valparaiso University



+


