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Carillon Recital by John Klinger (Carillonneur)

PRE-COMMENCEMENT MUSIC

The Order of the Groups in the Processional

Candidates for the Residential Alternate Route Certificate 
Candidates for the Degree of Master of Arts

Candidates for the Degree of Master of Divinity 
Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Ministry 

Candidates for the Degree of Master of Sacred Theology 
Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy  

Faculty and Staff
Board of Regents

Recipient of the Christus Vivit Award 
Recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award 
Candidate for the Degree of Doctor of Divinity 
Candidate for the Degree of Doctor of Letters 
Candidate for the Degree of Doctor of Laws  

Platform Officiants

A Note on Academic Dress

The hoods worn by faculty members and candidates for degrees indicate the degree held, 
the subject in which it is held and the institution that conferred the degree. The colors of 
the silk lining the hood are the colors of the institution that granted the degree (e.g., the 
hood of Concordia Seminary is lined with myrtle green and gold). The color of the velvet 

edging of the hood, running forward around the throat, indicates the faculty
or department in which the degree has been earned.

Scarlet: Theology
Violet: Law

White: Arts and Letters
Dark Blue: Philosophy
Light Blue: Education

Lemon: Library
Drab: Business

Pink: Music

A gold bullion tassel on the cap indicates a doctoral degree.
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In Nomine Jesu

As the hymn is introduced, please stand and  
face the processional cross, turning as it passes you.

THE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN

O Holy Spirit, Enter In (LSB 913)
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THE INVOCATION AND PRAYER

Rev. Daniel Preus, M.Div., S.T.M., D.D. 
Special Assistant to the President

THE SCRIPTURE READING

Exodus 19:1-9

THE HYMN

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling (LSB 650)
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THE ADDRESS

Rev. Dr. John Wohlrabe Jr., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D. 
Second Vice President of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

THE CONFERRING OF CERTIFICATES

The Presentation of the Residential Alternate Route Candidates 
Rev. Prof. Timothy E. Saleska, M.Div., M.Phil., Ph.D. 

Dean of Ministerial Formation

THE CONFERRING OF EARNED DEGREES

The Presentation of the Candidates for the Degree of Master of Arts 
Rev. Prof. Gerhard H. Bode Jr., M.A., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D. 

Dean of Advanced Studies 
Archivist

The Presentation of the Candidates for the Degree of Master of Divinity 
Rev. Prof. Timothy E. Saleska, M.Div., M.Phil., Ph.D. 

Dean of Ministerial Formation

The Presentation of the Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Ministry 
Rev. Prof. Gerhard H. Bode Jr., M.A., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D. 

Dean of Advanced Studies 
Archivist

The Presentation of the Candidates for the Degree of Master of Sacred Theology 
Rev. Prof. Gerhard H. Bode Jr., M.A., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D. 

Dean of Advanced Studies 
Archivist

The Presentation of the Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
Rev. Prof. Gerhard H. Bode Jr., M.A., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D. 

Dean of Advanced Studies 
Archivist
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THE CONFERRING OF THE HONORARY AWARDS

The Presentation of the Recipient of the Christus Vivit Award 
Rev. Prof. David J. Peter, M.Div., D.Min.

Dean of Faculty

The Presentation of the Recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award 
Rev. Prof. David J. Peter, M.Div., D.Min.

Dean of Faculty

THE CONFERRING OF THE HONORARY DEGREES

The Presentation of the Candidate for the Degree of Doctor of Divinity 
Rev. Prof. David J. Peter, M.Div., D.Min.

Dean of Faculty

The Presentation of the Candidate for the Degree of Doctor of Letters 
Rev. Prof. David J. Peter, M.Div., D.Min.

Dean of Faculty

The Presentation of the Candidate for the Degree of Doctor of Laws 
Rev. Prof. David J. Peter, M.Div., D.Min.

Dean of Faculty

THE CLOSING OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR

Rev. Prof. Thomas J. Egger, M.Div., Ph.D. 
President

Professor of Exegetical Theology

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION

THE RECOGNITION OF RETIRING PROFESSORS

Rev. Prof. Thomas J. Egger, M.Div., Ph.D.
President 

Professor of Exegetical Theology



During the recessional hymn, please turn to face the cross as it passes you, then face 
forward again when the cross reaches the back of the quadrangle.

578 Thy Strong Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

 
6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 

Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the light which Thou dost send  
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
Alleluias without end! 

God the Father, light-creator, 
To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
Glory, glory be to Thee.  
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!
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THE RECESSIONAL HYMN

Thy Strong Word (LSB 578)



Everyone is invited pick up a cookie from the table in the back of the Main Quadrangle  
courtesy of the Seminary Guild following Commencement exercises. (In the event of inclement 

weather, cookies will be available in the Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus.)
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THE MARSHALS

Rev. Prof. Joel Biermann, M.Div., Ph.D.
Rev. Prof. Peter Nafzger, M.Div., Ph.D.

Rev. Prof. Mark Rockenbach, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.

THE MUSICIANS 

Dr. James F. Marriott, Conductor
Nate Laesch, Trumpet

Aaron Mahnken, Trumpet
Owen Duncan, Trombone

Rev. W. Max Mons, Trombone
Rev. Prof. Paul Robinson, Tuba

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
“Thy Strong Word” Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License, no. 100010935; "Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling" Text: Public 
Domain; “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” Text: Public Domain.

POST-COMMENCEMENT MUSIC

Soli Deo Gloria
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CANDIDATES FOR THE  
RESIDENTIAL ALTERNATE ROUTE CERTIFICATE

These students have completed academic residency and will be eligible for certification and 
ordination upon completion of a one-year vicarage.

Aaron J. Beckman  
Corey J. Christians  

Joshua R. Hahn
*Thomas Paul Mueller

*Justin Richard Bangert
§Amanda M. Berry

*1George Carlos Felten  
2Wondimu Mathewos Game  

Jesús Ricardo Granado Lizardo
*Noemí Esther Guerra

*1Charles Samuel Voigt Ledebuhr
*1‡Elizabeth Gail Melin

*Roberto Molina Thomae  
*André Luiz Müller

*Jasper Otiende Olawo

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS

*	 In absentia
†	 Pending completion of vicarage, internship or summer course work
‡	 Deaconess certification pending completion of internship
§	 Deaconess certification granted
1	 Degree granted Aug. 7, 2020
2	 Degree granted Dec. 18, 2020
3	 Degree granted Jan. 22, 2021
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Sean Michael Baker  
Garrick Sinclair Beckett  
Jake B. Bellinghausen  
Matthew Christopher Berry  
Chad Rosendo Bolosan  
Nathaniel William Brown
Justin Woodfin Cullen  
Kendall Allen Davis  
Christopher Mark Deneen
Christian B. Dollar  
Micah Joel Drengler
2Christian John Einertson  
Timothy Noel Evans
Miguel Airam González-Feliciano  
Daniel Kent Greg
Brenden M. Harrell  
Benjamin Mathew Hayter  
Aaron Joseph Hickey  
Zachary Ryan Huffman  
Andrew Jeffrey Johnson  
Quincy Donald Koll
Joel David Kosberg  
Joshua Michael LeBorious  
Matthew Stephen Lorenz  
Hayden Michael Lukas  
Ryan Daniel Maser  

Brendon T. Moore
Jacob Steven Mueller  
Andrew C. Mussell  
Brian Louis Nowak
Benjamin George Dopp Oelschlaeger 
Kevin Patrick Peterson
Christian Layne Pieper  
Joseph Bailey Pierson
Paul Daniel Rempfer  
2Mark Jordan Renner  
Aaron J. Reseburg  
Kyle C. Ronchetto  
Zachery Rane Sarrault  
3Ryan Keith Schnake
Corey A. Shaffer
*†Andrew M. Simpson  
Bradley Jordan Singer  
Jacob Emil Smith
Ian Oray Thormodson  
*Jeffrey D. Tucker  
Evan Charles Veen
Mason William August Vieth  
Brandon Mark Wittig
2Rako Ronald Zech  
Andrew J. Zobel

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF DIVINITY

*	 In absentia
†	 Pending completion of vicarage, internship or summer course work
‡	 Deaconess certification pending completion of internship
§	 Deaconess certification granted
1	 Degree granted Aug. 7, 2020
2	 Degree granted Dec. 18, 2020
3	 Degree granted Jan. 22, 2021
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF MINISTRY

1David K. Jacob
Major Applied Project: Practical Implications of Resurrection Theology at Rock Island  

Arsenal, Illinois and Risen Christ Lutheran Church, Davenport, Iowa

1Lannon Robert Martin
Major Applied Project: Impact of Elder Training in Law and Gospel Discernment,  

Christian Vocation and Two Kingdom Theology  
at Grace Lutheran Church, Woodbridge, Virginia

3Timothy Raymond Yeadon
Major Applied Project: How Can a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod District President 

Identify and Respond to Pathological Antagonism in the Church

*	 In absentia
†	 Pending completion of vicarage, internship or summer course work
‡	 Deaconess certification pending completion of internship
§	 Deaconess certification granted
1	 Degree granted Aug. 7, 2020
2	 Degree granted Dec. 18, 2020
3	 Degree granted Jan. 22, 2021
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE  
OF MASTER OF SACRED THEOLOGY

2Ole Andreas Birkedal  
Roger Andrew Drinnon

*Andrew Arno Lehenbauer  
Jared Otieno Magero  

2Edward Alexander Marque
*Ahren Lowell Reiter  
Alexander A. Schrader

*2Krista Jean Whittenburg

*	 In absentia
†	 Pending completion of vicarage, internship or summer course work
‡	 Deaconess certification pending completion of internship
§	 Deaconess certification granted
1	 Degree granted Aug. 7, 2020
2	 Degree granted Dec. 18, 2020
3	 Degree granted Jan. 22, 2021
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE  
OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Michael Todd Fieberkorn
Dissertation: From Vice to Virtue: Contours of Idolatry and New Obedience 

Adviser: The Rev. Prof. Joel D. Biermann

Brian Andrew Gauthier
Dissertation: Jesus In, With and Under the Spirit:  

The Spirit’s Presence and Activity in Christ in the Sacrament of the Altar
Adviser: The Rev. Prof. Leopoldo A. Sánchez M.

2Kevin Lloyd Gingrich
Dissertation: Parachesis in the Undisputed Pauline Epistles:  

Definition, Identification, and Discovery  
Adviser: The Rev. Prof. James W. Voelz

Aaron James Goldstein
Dissertation: “If You are Willing to Accept It”:  

The Presentation of John the Baptist in Matthew’s Gospel
Adviser: The Rev. Prof. Jeffrey Gibbs

Michael B. Hanson
Dissertation: Christian Identity Meets Identity Politics:  

A Lutheran Approach to Political Engagement
Adviser: The Rev. Prof. Leopoldo A. Sánchez M.

Chan-U Kam
Dissertation: Fortuita Misericordia: Luther on the Unchosen Figures  

in the Patriarchal History as Shown in His Lectures on Genesis
Adviser: The Rev. Prof. Erik H. Herrmann

Brent Michael Olson
Dissertation: Exodus 14-15 as an Anti-Baal Polemic  

and its Implications for Interpreting and Dating these Chapters
Adviser: The Rev. Prof. Andrew Bartelt

2Charles Robert Schulz
Dissertation: “I said, you are gods”: Pastoral Motives Manifest  

in Patristic Citations of Psalm 82:6  
Adviser: The Rev. Prof. Joel Elowsky

*	 In absentia
†	 Pending completion of vicarage, internship or summer course work
‡	 Deaconess certification pending completion of internship
§	 Deaconess certification granted
1	 Degree granted Aug. 7, 2020
2	 Degree granted Dec. 18, 2020
3	 Degree granted Jan. 22, 2021
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THE CHRISTUS VIVIT AWARD

Chosen by the faculty and awarded to ordained ministers, commissioned ministers and lay 
persons who demonstrate faithful and fruitful service to the church in their respective calling.

Chris Shearman 

Chris Shearman has dedicated much of his life’s work to the people and communities 
of St. Louis, Mo. He has been involved in community development through real-
estate investment, entrepreneurship and organizational volunteerism. After two years in 
downtown loft development, he and his wife, Dana, opened Gelateria Del Leone,  
a community-focused café. They soon moved this business to South Grand Boulevard where 
Shearman became active in the leadership of several local organizations, including Messiah 
Lutheran Church and the South Grand Community Improvement District, among others. 
Shearman and his family have enjoyed sharing their faith through a highly localized life; 
living, worshiping, working and serving all in the same neighborhood.

Shearman is the executive director of Lutheran Development Group (LDG) in St. Louis, 
which he founded in 2013. LDG grew out of his involvement at Messiah Lutheran 
Church while he served as congregation president. He sought to help refugee families who 
had joined Messiah but could not find adequate housing. Through his efforts, Messiah 
developed East Fox Homes, a 47-unit low-income housing tax credit development with a 
community center in the neighborhood around the church. The success of this project led 
to a grant from Lutheran Foundation of St. Louis for the founding of LDG. 

LDG is a Recognized Service Organization of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS). The organization partners with LCMS congregations in St. Louis’ south side to 
work for comprehensive community development and revitalization in neighborhoods 
surrounding those congregations. Shearman oversees the direction and operations of LDG, 
ensuring that the organization takes full advantage of local resources to meet the needs 
of the communities it serves. These tools vary from coordinating with local residents and 
volunteers to leveraging tax credits to finance significant real-estate investments in the area. 
These efforts have led to more than $35 million in investment in St. Louis since 2015.

Under his leadership and in collaboration with urban Lutheran congregations, LDG  
has developed:

•	 Affordable multifamily housing in the Tower Grove East and Fox Park neighborhoods, 
including 12 buildings and 47 apartments, and the Chippewa Park Development in 
Dutchtown, including 16 buildings, 46 apartments and three commercial spaces. 

•	 LDG sponsored a community-led neighborhood plan for the Benton Park West, 
Gravois Park and Dutchtown neighborhoods that has been adopted by the City  
of St. Louis Planning Department as the official city plan for those communities.

•	 Renovation of affordable single-family homes in south St. Louis focused on first-time 
home buyers in Benton Park, Gravois Park and Dutchtown neighborhoods.

•	 The Messiah Community Center as an outreach ministry of Messiah Lutheran Church.
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•	 The Intersect Arts Center as an outreach ministry of Holy Cross Lutheran Church.
•	 The renovation of the Holy Cross school building for use by EAGLE College Prep,       

a free charter school for the community.
•	 The Blight to Bright program, which provides summer jobs to neighborhood youth 

who work on clearing blighted lots in south St. Louis, learning job skills in the process.
•	 On-site construction mentorship as an extension of Blight to Bright.

Shearman regularly presents to Concordia Seminary’s students in the PRA516 
“Introduction to Pastoral Leadership” course and leads tours for seminarians so they can  
see the work that LDG has done.

He has used his expertise in collaboration, business, government and entrepreneurship in 
service to the Great Commission. He cherishes his Lutheran faith and he values Lutheran 
congregations, seeking to help them engage their surrounding communities. He embodies 
the life of Christ in the world, Christus vivit.

Shearman and Dana live in south St. Louis in a home they renovated in 2004. They have 
three daughters: Nora, Audra and Emma.



15

THE DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD

Reverend Doctor Robert L. Rahn

“God’s work, done in God’s way, will never lack supply.” Throughout his career,  
Rev. Dr. Robert Rahn has exemplified these words time and time again by spreading  
the Gospel with doctrinal accuracy in whatever situation God placed him. 

Rahn was born in St. Paul, Minn., to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur F. Rahn. He is a graduate  
of Concordia High School, St. Paul, Minn. (1954), and he received an Associate of Arts 
from Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn. (1956). Following graduation from Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis with a Bachelor of Arts (1961), he received an honorary Doctor of 
Divinity from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. (2001), and received  
the Alumni of the Year Award from Concordia University, St. Paul, Minn. (2017). 

Throughout his ministry, Rahn embraced challenges, creating new systems when none  
were in place to share the Lutheran doctrine with those who had not yet heard it. 

Rahn has continually demonstrated his commitment to sharing the Good News with people 
everywhere, serving as a pastor in Montana (1961-75), and as the campus pastor (1981-
82), assistant to the president and associate development director (1975-85) for Concordia 
College – River Forest (now Concordia University Chicago, River Forest, Ill.). He was 
involved in the development of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) Joint 
Seminary Fund from the campus of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
(1985-88), and directed the work of Lutheran Bible Society in Cleveland, Ohio (1988-92). 

When the Iron Curtain came down in the early 1990s, Rahn took up the challenge of 
spreading the Gospel to people who had had little, if any, opportunity to hear about the 
saving love of Jesus Christ. Out of the basement of his Michigan home, he founded the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF), an organization dedicated to translating, publishing 
and distributing confessional Lutheran materials worldwide. Rahn served as the executive 
director (1992-2015) and, in his retirement, has served with the organization’s church 
relations endeavors since 2015. Since LHF’s first work in Russia, the mission organization 
has expanded today to working in more than 120 languages, publishing nearly 1,500 
titles including Luther’s Small Catechism, The Book of Concord, A Child’s Garden of Bible 
Stories and the Spanish Bible with Catechism. As a result of his efforts and organizational 
skills over the past quarter of a century, LCMS missions and the work of many other 
churches (Roman Catholic priests in Cambodia use the Khmer translation of Luther’s Small 
Catechism) have been enhanced because of having the staples of Lutheran theology in their 
local languages.

Despite many hardships on the road to creating an international mission organization that 
serves not only the LCMS but also many missionaries and church bodies worldwide, Rahn’s 
faith in God and His unfailing Word has remained constant. “We soon discover in our 
lives that people fail us. Things fail us, and finally our health fails us. Jesus never fails us,” 
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he emphasizes. He has written three works with the title Jesus Never Fails, a history of LHF 
(2012), for which he earned an Award of Commendation from the Concordia Historical 
Institute in 2013 for a book of excellence in the historical field; an autobiography (2012); 
and an evangelistic booklet (2018) that is designed for distribution to people who are 
hospitalized, residents of nursing homes and visitors to churches. He also published            
a history of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan/Sudan (2019). 

Rahn and his wife, Donna (nee Danner), have one son, Jeffrey. Throughout Rahn’s 60  
years of ministry, Donna and Jeffrey have lent their faithful support to his endeavors. 



17

CANDIDATE FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF DIVINITY

Reverend Doctor John Wohlrabe Jr. 
Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa

The Rev. Dr. John C. Wohlrabe Jr. was born Sept. 2, 1953, in Mankato, Minn. His family 
lived throughout the Midwest region, including Minnesota, Missouri, Michigan and Illinois. 

Wohlrabe attended and graduated from St. Paul’s Lutheran High School in Concordia, 
Mo., in 1971. He then attended Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Ind., studying civil 
engineering. In 1973, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy, and after basic training in San Diego, 
Calif., served on the USS John F. Kennedy (CV 67) with a homeport in Norfolk, Va. 
It was during a deployment to the Mediterranean in 1975 that he decided to study for 
the ministry. Following his discharge from active duty in 1976, Wohlrabe continued his 
education at Concordia College, Ann Arbor, Mich., receiving a Bachelor of Arts in 1978 
with a general science major and religious studies minor.

He then attended Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, starting in March 1978. He spent his 
vicarage at Zion Lutheran Church in Anchorage, Alaska (1979-80), where he also met and 
married his wife, Julie (nee Schulz). He earned his Master of Divinity in 1981 and a Master 
of Sacred Theology in 1982, both from Concordia Seminary. Throughout this time, he also 
continued to serve as an enlisted member of the U.S. Navy Reserve. 

Wohlrabe was ordained May 9, 1982, at Our Savior Lutheran Church, Mankato, Minn. 
After attending Navy Chaplain School in Newport, R.I., during the summer of 1982, he 
was installed as pastor of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in Fort Lupton, Colo. While 
living in Colorado, Wohlrabe continued his post-graduate studies at the University of 
Denver and Iliff School of Theology while also serving as a U.S. Navy Reserve chaplain.

In September 1984, Wohlrabe returned to Concordia Seminary, having received the 
Walther Faculty Development Fellowship. While completing his studies, he also served as 
a guest instructor at the Seminary, a Navy Reserve chaplain, and from 1986-87, he served 
as assistant director of the Concordia Historical Institute. He earned a Doctor of Theology 
degree in 1987, with a major in historical theology and a minor in systematic theology. The 
title of his dissertation was “An Historical Analysis of the Doctrine of the Ministry in The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod until 1962.”

Wohlrabe returned to active service in the U.S. Navy in 1987, serving in California, the 
United Kingdom, Illinois, Japan, Maine, Virginia and Washington, D.C., before retiring  
in 2009 with the rank of captain and more than 35 years of active and reserve service. 

After his military service, Wohlrabe served as pastor of Concordia Lutheran Church, 
Geneseo, Ill. (2009-12). In addition, he was elected third vice president of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in 2007, second vice president in 2010, reelected to 
that position in 2013, elected fourth vice president in 2016 and again second vice president 
in 2019. He has received numerous awards from military and ecclesial organizations, and he 
has written many articles for theological journals, and church and military publications.
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Today, he and Julie live in St. Francis, Wis. He serves as assistant pastor at Our Savior 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Whitefish Bay, Wis.; adjunct professor at Concordia 
University Wisconsin, Mequon; editor-in-chief for the Concordia Historical Institute 
Quarterly; and president of the Concordia Historical Institute Board of Governors.  
The couple has three children: Greta, John III and Nathan.
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CANDIDATE FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LETTERS

Ted Kober 
Doctor of Letters, honoris causa 

Ted Kober has devoted his life’s work to promoting spiritual and relational health in 
congregations and church organizations of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS), as well as other denominations. He serves as senior ambassador for Ambassadors 
of Reconciliation (AOR) and served as its president from its founding in 2004 until 2015.  

Kober graduated from Rocky Mountain College with a Bachelor of Arts in applied 
management (1996). A Certified Christian Conciliator since 1992, Kober consults and 
conciliates in cases ranging from personal disputes to lawsuits and church conflicts. Before 
beginning his work in reconciliation, he owned or managed more than 30 companies, and 
he resolved 59 legal disputes in a single estate alone. He has served on more than 50 boards 
of directors, including that of the LCMS.  

Not only has Kober provided consultative services to individual congregations and 
organizations, but he also has published significant works that contribute to the wisdom 
and well-being of churches, pastors and lay leaders. These publications include numerous 
articles, training materials and manuals, Bible studies and devotional writings. Some 
of these works include Confession & Forgiveness (Concordia Publishing House: 2002), 
Cultivating Lifestyles of Reconciliation (co-authored with Ken Sande; Ambassadors of 
Reconciliation: 2009), Go and Be Reconciled: What Does This Mean? (Ambassadors of 
Reconciliation: 2016) and Built on the Rock: The Healthy Congregation (Concordia 
Publishing House: 2017), which has been used in Concordia Seminary’s PRA506 course.

Kober teaches at church worker conferences, schools, universities and seminaries 
throughout the world, including Concordia Seminary where he has taught Doctor of 
Ministry courses and has been a guest presenter for several Master of Divinity courses.  
He served as an adjunct instructor for Peacemaker Ministries (United States) and Peace 
Wise (Australia). He has equipped church body leaders from more than 40 countries.  

A lifetime member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Billings, Mont., Kober occasionally  
serves as the congregation’s organist. He and his wife, Sonja, live in Billings. They have  
one son and two grandchildren. 



20

CANDIDATE FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS

Reverend Doctor Dale A. Meyer 
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa 

The Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer is president emeritus and professor emeritus of Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. He retired in 2020 after 15 years as Seminary president. 

Under his leadership, the Seminary surmounted financial and cultural challenges, 
eliminated its debt, quadrupled its endowment, improved its educational programs, 
expanded its prominence in the Lutheran world, strengthened its funding strategies and 
improved many of its facilities. From his early days as president, Meyer recognized the 
need to prepare church leaders to serve in the changing 21st century and in a country 
dramatically different from the Christian America of his youth. It became one of the main 
goals of his presidency to prepare students for ministry in a post-Christian America where 
church attendance and a Christian background are no longer a given.

He first joined the faculty at Concordia Seminary as a guest instructor (1979-81). He then 
served as an assistant professor (1981-84). In 2001, he rejoined the faculty and served as 
professor of Practical Theology, a role he continued to hold after being elected president. 
He served as the Gregg H. Benidt Memorial Professor of Homiletics and Literature (2001-
05), as interim president (2004-05) and became the 10th president of Concordia Seminary 
in 2005.

Meyer completed his Bachelor of Arts (1969) at Concordia Senior College in Fort Wayne, 
Ind. After earning a Master of Divinity from Concordia Seminary (1973), he earned 
a Master of Arts and a Doctor of Philosophy in classical languages from Washington 
University in St. Louis (1974, 1986). He also is the recipient of an honorary Doctor  
of Divinity from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. (1993).

Meyer’s first call was as pastor of St. Salvator Lutheran Church in Venedy, Ill., and St. Peter 
Lutheran Church in New Memphis, Ill. (1974-81). After his tenure as a guest instructor at 
Concordia Seminary (1979-81), he served as an assistant professor, teaching classes in New 
Testament and homiletics, and as the director of Resident Field Education (1981-84). He went 
on to become senior pastor at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Collinsville, Ill. (1984-88).

Meyer was The Lutheran Hour Speaker (1989-2001). Also, he hosted the national 
television show “On Main Street” for Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) (1995-2003), 
which received two prestigious Emmy awards in 2001 from the National Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS) St. Louis/Mid-America Chapter for two episodes.

Meyer has served The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the church at-large 
over the years in several capacities. He served as third vice-president of the LCMS (1995-
98). He was a charter board member of the Association of Lutheran Older Adults (ALOA), 
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an honorary director of God’s Word to the Nations Bible Society and a member of the 
Standing Committee on Pastoral Ministry for the LCMS. He was pastoral adviser for the 
Southern Illinois District of the International Lutheran Laymen’s League and has served 
as first vice president, second vice president, secretary and circuit counselor of the LCMS 
Southern Illinois District. He also served on the Board of Trustees of the American Bible 
Society (2001-13).

Meyer has written numerous sermons and columns for LHM, including the booklets 
“Coping with Cancer” and “Real Men.” He co-authored The Crosses of Lent, in-depth Bible 
studies of Matthew and Prophecy in the LifeLight series and authored “The Place of the 
Sermon in the Order of Service” in Liturgical Preaching for Concordia Publishing House. 
He has contributed to Issues in Christian Education and is a regular contributor to Concordia 
Journal. His articles include “A Church Caught in the Middle,” “An Urban Seminary” and 
“Why Go to Church?”

In 2014 Meyer wrote Timely Reflections: A Minute a Day with Dale Meyer, a compilation  
of 365 daily devotions from his long-running online series, “The Meyer Minute.” This book 
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