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DR. THOMAS J. EGGER

Dr. Thomas J. Egger is president of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He also is the Gustav and Sophie 

Butterbach Professor of Exegetical Theology.

Before being named the 11th president of Concordia Seminary in 2021, Egger was installed in the 

Butterbach chair and was appointed as chairman of the Department of Exegetical Theology. He also has 

served as associate professor of Exegetical Theology and as academic adviser for first-year students. He has 

been a faculty member since 2005. 

Previously, Egger served as pastor at Zion Lutheran Church in Storm Lake, Iowa, from 2000-05. Also, he 

served as a guest instructor at Concordia Lutheran Seminary in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, in 1999. 

Egger earned his Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) and Master of Divinity (M.Div.) (2019, 1997) from 

Concordia Seminary. He received a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in English and German from Central College in 

Pella, Iowa (1993). 

His areas of interest and expertise include biblical Hebrew, the books of Genesis and Exodus, Old Testament 

theology, Old Testament Christ-typology, divine justice, narrative and rhetorical analysis, the nature and 

authority of Scripture, and “objectionable” texts in the Bible (those often raising criticisms of divine violence 

and accusations of divine immorality).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12  >
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In Nomine Jesu

PRE-CEREMONY MUSIC

As the hymn is introduced, please stand and face the processional cross, turning as it passes you. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

With the Lord Begin Your Task  (LSB 869)

Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task 
    Be to You commended; 
May Your will be done, I ask, 
    Until life is ended. 
Jesus, in Your name begun 
    Be the day’s endeavor; 
Grant that it may well be done 
   To Your praise forever.

5

869 With the Lord Begin Your Task 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task 

    Be to You commended; 
May Your will be done, I ask, 
    Until life is ended. 
Jesus, in Your name begun 
    Be the day’s endeavor; 
Grant that it may well be done 
    To Your praise forever. 

 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010935. 
Public domain 
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INVOCATION AND PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 8:11-9:7

CHORAL ANTHEM

Thee, Lord, Would I Serve 
Music: Mark Bender  •  Text: Martin H. Franzmann

Thee, Lord, would I serve yet how can I serve Thee?
Cleanse my unclean lips that I may praise Thee.

Give me eyes unsealed to see Thy purpose.
Give me strength of heart to serve my brothers.

Let me hear at last “Well done, faithful servant.”

INAUGURATION

Presentation of the President
Dr. Timothy Saleska

Co-chairman, Presidential Search Committee
Dean of Ministerial Formation, Concordia Seminary

Rite of Inauguration
Dr. Todd A. Peperkorn

Chairman, Board of Regents, Concordia Seminary

Inaugural Address
Dr. Thomas J. Egger

President, Concordia Seminary
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THE HYMN

Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide (LSB 585) 

Restrain, O Lord, the human pride
That seeks to thrust Your truth aside
Or with some man-made thoughts or things
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings.

Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true;
Preserve our faith our whole life through—
Your Word alone our heart’s defense,
The Church’s glorious confidence.

5

6

585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide 

 

 

 
 
5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 

That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 
Or with some man-made thoughts or things 
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

 
6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 

Preserve our faith our whole life through— 
Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 
The Church’s glorious confidence. 

 
© 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010935. 
Public domain 
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GREETINGS

Faculty of Concordia Seminary
Dr. Douglas L. Rutt

Provost, Concordia Seminary

Students of Concordia Seminary
Donald Stein

Fourth-Year Seminarian

Civic Community
The Honorable Michelle Harris

Mayor, City of Clayton, Mo.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Board of Directors
Dr. Michael L. Kumm

Chairman, Board of Directors

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Universities and Seminaries
Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr.

President, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Dr. Matthew C. Harrison

President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

PRAYER

BENEDICTION
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RECESSIONAL HYMN

Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses  (LSB 667) 

POST-CEREMONY MUSIC

Soli Deo Gloria

Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending,
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending;
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us—
With grace precede us.

You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory!
Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story;
Past, present, future—You, the same forever—
You fail us never!

5

6

667 Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending, 

On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending; 
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us— 
With grace precede us. 

 
6 You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory! 

Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story; 
Past, present, future—You, the same forever— 
You fail us never! 

 
© 1997 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010935. 
© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House; admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010935. 
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Officiant 
Rev. Randy Asburry 
Interim Dean of Chapel
Pastor, Hope Lutheran Church, St. Louis

Musicians 
Dr. James Marriott
Kreft Chair for Music Arts
Director of Music Arts

Matthew Janssen
Kantor, Hope Lutheran Church, St. Louis

Faculty Marshal 
Dr. Joel Biermann
Waldemar A. and June Schuette Professor 
 of Systematic Theology 

PARTICIPANTS
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President 
Thomas J. Egger, M.Div., Ph.D. 
Gustav and Sophie Butterbach Professor of 
 Exegetical Theology

President Emeritus 
Dale A. Meyer, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D., D.D., LL.D.

Professors Emeriti
Arthur D. Bacon, M.A.T., M.S.Ed., M.Div., Ph.D.

Andrew H. Bartelt, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.

David O. Berger, M.A., M.L.S.

James L. Brauer, M.Div., S.M.M., S.T.M., Ph.D.

William W. Carr Jr., M.Div., S.T.M.

Jerrold A. Eickmann, M.Div.

Jeffrey A. Gibbs, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.

Arthur F. Graudin, M.Div., D.Rel.

Douglas R. Groll, M.Div., D.D.

Bruce M. Hartung, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.

Horace D. Hummel, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.

Robert A. Kolb, M.A., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.,  
 Litt.D.
International Research Professor Emeritus

Harley L. Kopitske, M.Div.

Thomas E. Manteufel, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.

Dale A. Meyer, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
President Emeritus

Paul R. Raabe, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.

A. R. Victor Raj, B.D., S.T.M., Th.D.

Robert L. Rosin, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D., LL.D.

Francis C. Rossow, M.A., M.Div., Litt.D.

Henry L. Rowold, M.Div., Th.D.
International Research Professor Emeritus

Paul L. Schrieber, M.Div., Th.D.

Leroy E. Vogel, M.Div., S.T.M.

Robert W. Weise, M.Div., M.S., Ph.D.

David W. Wollenburg, M.Div., S.T.M., D.Min.

Graduate Professor
James W. Voelz, M.Div., Ph.D.
Dr. Jack Dean Kingsbury Professor of New 
 Testament Theology

Professors 
David L. Adams, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D. 

Charles P. Arand, M.Div., S.T.M., Th.D.
Director of the Center for the Care of Creation
Eugene E. and Nell S. Fincke Graduate Professor 
 of Theology

Joel D. Biermann, M.Div., Ph.D.
Faculty Marshal
Waldemar A. and June Schuette Professor of   
 Systematic Theology

Timothy P. Dost, M.Div., Ph.D.
Faculty Secretary

Thomas J. Egger, M.Div., Ph.D.
President
Gustav and Sophie Butterbach Professor of 
 Exegetical Theology

Joel C. Elowsky, M.Phil., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Dean of Advanced Studies
Director of the Center for the Study of Early 
 Christian Texts
Coordinator of International Seminary   
 Exchange Programs

Erik H. Herrmann, M.Div., Ph.D.
Dean of Theological Research and Publication
Director of the Center for Reformation Research

Richard W. Marrs, M.S.Ed., M.Div., Ph.D.

David R. Maxwell, M.A., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Louis A. Fincke and Anna B. Shine Professor of 
 Systematic Theology

FACULTY, ACADEMIC STAFF AND BOARD OF REGENTS
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Professors, Continued 
Glenn A. Nielsen, M.A., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Director of Vicarage and Deaconess Internships
Director of Placement
Director of Certification

Jeffrey A. Oschwald, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D. 

Philip W. Penhallegon, M.Div., Ph.D. 

David J. Peter, M.Div., D.Min.
Dean of Faculty

Paul W. Robinson, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Director of Library Services

Douglas L. Rutt, M.Div., Ph.D.
Provost

Timothy E. Saleska, M.Div., M.Phil., Ph.D.
Dean of Ministerial Formation

Leopoldo A. Sánchez M., M.Div., Ph.D.
Director of the Center for Hispanic Studies
Werner R.H. Krause and Elizabeth Ringger Krause  
 Professor of Hispanic Ministries

David R. Schmitt, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
Chairman of the Department of Practical Theology
Gregg H. Benidt Memorial Professor of Homiletics  
 and Literature

Bruce G. Schuchard, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Chairman of the Department of Exegetical Theology

William W. Schumacher, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Director of the Institute for Mission Studies
Buehner-Duesenberg Professor of Missions

Mark A. Seifrid, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.

Associate Professors  
Abjar Bahkou, M.A., Ph.D. 

Gerhard H. Bode Jr., M.A., M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D. 
Chairman of the Department of Historical Theology 
Archivist

Kent J. Burreson, M.Div., M.A., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Louis A. Fincke and Anna B. Shine Professor of 
 Systematic Theology

Kevin S. Golden, M.Div., Ph.D.

Benjamin D. Haupt, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Associate Provost

David I. Lewis, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Director of the Master of Divinity and Residential  
 Alternate Route Programs

Joel P. Okamoto, M.Div., S.T.M., Th.D.
Chairman of the Department of Systematic Theology
Waldemar and Mary Griesbach Professor of 
 Systematic Theology

Ely Prieto, S.T.M., D.Min.
Associate Dean for Urban and Cross-Cultural Ministry
Lutheran Foundation Professor of Urban and   
 Cross-Cultural Ministry

Mark D. Rockenbach, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
Adviser of Personal Growth and Leadership Development
Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program

William Mart Thompson, M.Div., D.Min.
Director of the Specific Ministry Pastor Program

Jon D. Vieker, M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D.
Dean of Chapel

Assistant Professors  
Peter H. Nafzger, M.Div., Ph.D.
Director of Student Life

Executive Staff 
Thomas J. Egger, M.Div., Ph.D.
President
Gustav and Sophie Butterbach Professor of 
 Exegetical Theology

Michael A. Louis, B.B.A.
Executive Vice President
Chief Operating Officer

Douglas L. Rutt, M.Div., Ph.D.
Provost
Professor of Practical Theology

FACULTY, ACADEMIC STAFF AND BOARD OF REGENTS, CONTINUED
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Academic Staff
Gillian M. Bond, M.Sc., M.A., Ph.D.
Director of the Deaconess Studies Program

Alan W. Borcherding, M.Div., Ph.D.
Director of Research, Assessment and 
 Academic Programming 

Beth J. Hoeltke, M.S., M.A., Ph.D.
Director of the Graduate School 

Mark N. Kempff, D.C.E., M.S.
Assistant to the Director of the Center for 
 Hispanic Studies
Instructor for the Center for Hispanic Studies
Assistant to the Director of the Ethnic Immigrant  
 Institute of Theology

James F. Marriott, M.M., Ph.D.
Director of Music Arts
Kreft Chair for Music Arts

Daniel L. Mattson, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
Academic Assistant for Ministerial Formation

Beth R. Menneke, B.S.
Registrar

Paul G. Sieveking, M.Div.
Campus Chaplain

Eric R. Stancliff, M.A., M.L.S.
Assistant Director of Library Services

Jeffrey L. Thormodson, M.Div., S.T.M.
Interim Director of Resident Field Education
Assistant Director of Vicarage and 
 Deaconess Internships

Board of Regents
Todd A. Peperkorn, M.Div., S.T.M., D.Min.
Chairman

W. Max Mons, M.Div., S.T.M.
Vice Chairman

Mark O. Stern, J.D.
Secretary

Tyler C. Arnold, M.Div., D.Min.

Paul P. Edmon, Ph.D.

R. Lee Hagan, M.Div., D.Min.
Advisory

Paul R. Hegland, M.Mus.

Bruce E. Keseman, M.Div., S.T.M.

John F. Lang, M.S., M.B.A., Ph.D.

Peter K. Lange, M.Div., S.T.M.

Bruce J. Paradis, B.A.

Michael S. Staub, M.M., D.M.A.

John C. Wille, M.Div., D.D.

FACULTY, ACADEMIC STAFF AND BOARD OF REGENTS, CONTINUED
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He also has made contributions in the area of American Lutheran history, especially the history of The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and its first president, Dr. C.F.W. Walther. Another area of 

special interest is the theology of Luther’s catechisms and the intersection of the catechism and the Bible in 

Lutheran teaching and piety.

He has written articles for a number of publications, including Concordia Journal, Modern Reformation, 

Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, Concordia Pulpit Resources and The Lutheran Witness, and pieces 

for the LCMS Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR).

Egger currently serves on the Concordia Historical Institute (CHI) Awards Committee. He previously 

served on the Board of Regents for Concordia University Chicago, River Forest, Ill. He served three terms 

on the CTCR and was part of the seven-member LCMS Catechism Revision Committee, which prepared 

the 2017 revision of the Synod’s explanation of Luther’s Small Catechism. For 10 years, he served on the 

Board of Directors of Providence Classical Christian Academy, a K–12 school in St. Louis. 

His favorite pastimes are running, Cardinals baseball, birdwatching, hiking, golf, reading stories and poetry 

to his children, and singing hymns with his family. He and his wife, Victoria, live on campus and have six 

children: Andrew, Stacey, Abram, Bonnie, Ellen and Mary.
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