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“a man of sorrows”

Introduction:
This chancel drama represents meditation on Isaiah 53:1-7 ESV

Who has believed what he has heard from us?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young
plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows,
vet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities,
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray,
we have turned—every one—to his own way,
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
vet he opened not his mouth,
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.

Context:

This chancel drama brings into sharp focus how our Savior would be rejected, how he would be
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Rejection, sorrow and grief represent some of the
worst emotions. Rejection, defined as the refusal to accept, takes on added significance when
viewed from the perspective of a group rejecting an individual. Sorrow, defined as mental
suffering caused by loss, disappointment or misfortune, resonates with those who have
experienced illness, injury or a catastrophic event. Grief, defined as mental anguish, strikes a
raw nerve with those grieving the death of a loved one. Have you ever felt rejected? Have you
ever felt sorrow? Have you ever felt grief? However broken you may feel, you have a Savior



who took upon himself all of the world’s brokenness and with it all of the rejection, sorrow and
grief. Let us now get better acquainted with him.

Remarks:

A. Participants: a director and four speakers. Additional participants may support lighting,
scenery and wardrobe.

B. Setting: A young man dressed in a robe, kneels down in the chancel to pray. I recommend
that he kneel at a faux boulder. His left side is turned to the congregation. Please refer to
Matthew 26:39. Simultaneously, the four speakers assume their positions (e.g., choir loft,
four corners of the congregation, etc.)

C. Refrain: The group will respond on cue with “a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.”

D. Scripture readings: All Bible verses used in the drama are from the English Standard Version.

Chancel Drama Begins:

Speaker 1: A prophet by the name of Isaiah prophesied how a man, sent by God, would be
despised and rejected by men. Isaiah said he would be

Group: A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

Speaker 2: This was not just any man. This was the Son of God. Why would God send His Son
to be despised and rejected, to be smitten and afflicted? Why would God the Father send His one
and only Son to be:

Group: A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief?

Speaker 3: His mere presence among men compelled them to recognize their sin, their self-
imposed separation from God. Isaiah prophesied how man would recoil at the sight of the Son of
God.

Speaker 4: Why would the Son of God allow himself be despised by man and afflicted by God?
Was it because God the Father had compassion on mankind? Was it because the Son of God
loved and obeyed God the Father?

Speaker 1: Prophet [saiah described how we are like sheep that have gone astray but that the
Son of God was like a lamb led away to be slaughtered. Do we really understand how when the
serpent had sunk his fangs into Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, the venom of sin entered
the blood stream of humanity? Ever since that moment, creation convulsed with the poisonous
secretion. Ever since that moment, creation suffered from the paralysis of original sin.

Speaker 2: Would man and woman be doomed forever? Would Adam and Eve endure the
punishment for their disobedience without any hope of deliverance or redemption?



Speaker 3: Already in the Garden of Eden when man and woman fell into sin, God the Father
had mercy. In one verse, God the Father cursed Satan and promised a Savior for the man, the
woman and their offspring. Speaking to the serpent, God the Father said: “I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel.” Genesis chapter 3, verse 15.

Speaker 4: God the Father repeated this promise of a Savior to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
Through the ages, men and women of God held onto this promise. Job said: “Oh that my words
were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! Oh that with an iron pen and lead they were
engraved in the rock forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand
upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom
I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!”
Job chapter 19, verses 23 through 27.

Speaker 1: God the Father’s prophets repeated this promise of the Savior. Prophet Isaiah said:
“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.” Isaiah chapter 11,
verses | and 2.

Speaker 2: Prophet Jeremiah spoke of this branch. “Behold, the days are coming, declares the
Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved,
and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our
righteousness.”” Jeremiah chapter 23, verses 5 and 6.

Speaker 3: The gravity of sin is ever before us. Violence and injustice, war and pandemics,
earthquakes and storms. Creation reels from the effects of sin. The tic, one of the smallest
creatures on the earth, boasts of several hundred species and transmits a multitude of diseases.
Contact with poisonous plants have claimed myriad lives since the fall of Adam and Eve into sin.
Into this world ravaged by sin, God the Father sent His Son to be:

Group: A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

Speaker 4: Prophet Isaiah, the mouthpiece for God the Father, said: “Come now, let us reason
together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” Isaiah chapter 1, verse 18.

Speaker 1: Have you ever experienced rejection? Have you ever experienced sorrow? Have
you ever experienced grief? Rejection, sorrow and grief represent some of the worst emotions.
These emotions have often incited people to resort to acts of desperation. These emotions
represent just some of the byproducts of sin. Only a God, Who exercises compassion, would
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provide a way for man to be saved. Only a God, Who is all-loving and all-powerful, could
deliver humanity from the devastating effects of sin. Only the Son of God could bring about
oneness between God the Father and humanity.

Speaker 2: The psalms repeatedly celebrate the steadfast love of God Father: “Remember your
mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.” Psalm chapter 25,
verse 6. “Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast
love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!” Psalm chapter 25, verse 7.

Speaker 3: The man of sorrows and acquainted with grief took our guilt upon himself. The man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief suffered the cruelest of deaths for us so that we might
escape the jaws of death and live with him forever in holiness and purity, in joy and
thanksgiving, in peace and in love.

Speaker 4: If you long for peace, look no further than Jesus, the man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. Jesus was pierced for your transgressions. Jesus was crushed for your iniquities.
Upon Jesus was the chastisement that brought you peace. With the wounds of Jesus you are
healed. Upon Jesus was your iniquity. Jesus was oppressed for you. Jesus was afflicted for you,
yet Jesus opened not his mouth.

Speaker 1: The man of sorrows and acquainted with grief was not just any man. The writer of
the book of Hebrews asserts:

Speaker 2: “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Speaker 3: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

Speaker 4: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews chapter four, verses 14 through 16.

Group: The man of sorrows and acquainted with grief rose from the dead for you and for me.
He sits a the right hand of God interceding for you and me. He sent the Holy Spirit to guide you
and me. Come with us in confidence to the throne of grace. Come with us in the name of Jesus.
Amen!



