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Caemmerer: Brief Studies

BRIEF STUDIES 175

Miiller-Schwefe. The concept of Offentlich-
kest — in the sense of “publicness” — domi-
nates the inquiries of these essays. This con-
cept is beyond the experience of the Ameri-
can denominational church, which always has
as its primary target its own worshiping
community. A sermon by Otfried Halver on
Luke 18:1-5, in which the preacher plays the
role of a preacher delivering his last sermon
in disgust and judgment over his congrega-
tion, opens the volume. Halver preached it
as a result of a questionnaire that he had
circulated among his people, testing their at-
titudes toward public concerns. A series of
reactions from listeners is appended.

Gert Otto lists “theses to the problems of
the sermon in today’s world.” He considers
the meaning of church and congregation; the
validity of monologic speech; congruence of
the didactic, communicative, and public
functions; orientation of the sermon to the-
ology rather than to individual texts; the im-
portance of the “occasional” (kaswal) quality
for every sermon.

An interesting historical review by Walter
Magass traces the relation of the worshiping
congregation to its surrounding public
through the epochs of European history
from the apostolic age to the present. The
church lives in tension between the availa-
bility of mass communications and the wide-
spread rejection of the church by the masses
that use the mass media.

Jirgen Roloff publishes a splendid exe-
getical article on the Eucharist as communion,
which will for many readers be the contri-
bution of lasting value.

Peter Cornehl describes contemporary
problems in devising a liturgy which takes
account of the world surrounding the wor-
shiping community. He also provides a his-
torical study, indicates the public relevance
of the sermon of the Reformation, describes
the difficulty of achieving full “public” rele-
vance in contemporary worship, and analyzes
the Kolner Politisches Nachtgebet, appreciat-
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ing its ecumenical character but disparaging
its caricature of Christ.

Hans-Eckehard Bahr employs the Ameri-
can catchwords of “hot” and “cold” in exam-
ining the possibility of worship via television.
He believes that the televising of services of
a church or studio audience is not useful,
and feels that the preferable medium should
involve the viewer in his own situations.

Sigurd Martin Dicke analyzes the public
quality of theology, preaching, and religious
instruction. He also rejects the broadcasting
of sermons qua sermons and recommends
“information as proclamation — and not
proclamation as information” (p.230). He
stresses the importance of viewing informa-
tion and communication as two aspects of
the Word that are not to be separated. Ger-
man radio in general appears to be conscious
of a more exclusively agnostic audience than
America's.

The last issue of Horer-Echo (Lutherische
Stunde, Bremen, Jan. 1970, about to change
its title to Verksindigung), edited by Hans-
Luther Poetsch, brings two useful essays on
radio preaching. Joachim Heubach discusses
bread-and-butter problems of the broadcaster:
use of the text, clear proclamation in the
indicative, avoidance of professional jargon,
process from the easy to the difficult, objec-
tive manner of speech without loss of natural
liveliness. Poetsch contributes to the discus-
sion of Offentlichkeit. “The Gospel is there
for everybody and not just for one group
(people, race, class, etc.).” Poetsch argues
further that the task and objective of the
Gospel is not the Christianization of social,
political, or ethical factors of the public
world, but conversion (p.15). Poetsch gives
an analysis of the religious broadcasts of his
time. He puts in a word for the intentions
of his own church group to present the Gos-
pel as a spiritual power freed from institu-
tionalization. He too stresses the importance
of personal witness.
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