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52 HOMILETICS 

3. there will always be a tomorrow because 
our Savior is Lord - either a string of 
earthly tomorrows, each controlled by the 
Lord of grace and care, or the final bright 
daybreak into the final "tomorrow," whose 
light and joy and unmixed pleasure never 
end. 

Resources: Our Father ("Your kingdom 
come"; Creed; Song of Mary). Holy Satur
day: tomorrow is Easter; it's always Easter 
tomorrow-a new day of life, victory, peace. 

Material supplied by 
NORMAN C. MBYBR 

St. Louis, Mo. 

ms PBAST OP THB llBSURRBCTION OP OUR 

LORD 

March 29 
Worship Suf,fJlemenl: 

T:1ie Prayer of thanksgiving, II ( p. 46) 

Today we remember a resurrection. It is 
the resurrection of the Son of God, and it is 
worth remembering because it means that He 
whom we love lives. Equally important, it is 
worth remembering because His living means 
that we too live, now and forever. 

We also remember a death. The "Lord of 
heaven and earth" of His "tender love for 
rnankirid gave His only Son, Jesus Christ, to 
take our nature upon him and to suffer death 
on the cross for our redemption." It is worth 
remembering, because by that death we have 
been-given life, now and forever. 

Which do we remember most-the death 
or the resurrection? Take a small sampling 
of our living- two days. Which is the more 
typical of our realization of our relation with 
God-Good Friday or :Easter? Take a small 
sample of our activity-participation in 
the celebration of Holy Communion. Could 
anyone by observing our faces, if he had no 
other knowledge of what day it was, tell 
whether it was Good Friday or Easter? Paces 
are notoriously difficult to control, and none 
of us is totally responsible for his own. Make 

the question larger: Can people who observe 
our day-by-day living tell we are remember
ing the whole work of redemption, both the 
dying and the rising again? Jesus Christ gave 

us the sacrament of His body and blood to 
help us remember. The church has called it 
the Eucharist to remind us our remembering 
ought to be full of thanks. This "Prayer of 
Thanksgiving" is one of the forms by which 
Christians have expressed this thanksgiving 
in their celebration of the Sacrament. As we 
do all these things, "remembering His whole 
work of redemption," we are enabled to live 
our whole lives as "sacrifices of praise and 
thanksgiving." 

The Point has been phrased in that last 
sentence by taking the beginning and the 
ending of the fourth paragraph of the Prayer 
of Thanksgiving. 

The Problem could be illustrated by re
flection on the fact that the celebration of the 
Eucharist often presents a picture of a 
funeral. Questions raised about how often a 
person should receive the Sacrament and 
about what Holy Communion "does for us" 
indicate a certain amount of misunderstand
ing. But Christian lives lived somberly, or 
even gloomily as if Jesus Christ were still 
dead, or even worse, had not died to redeem 
us from our sin may indicate deeper prob
lems. Some may not believe that what our 
Lord did He did for us and that all has been 
done. Some may, like Ananias and Sapphira, 
be holding back part of the price that they 
claimed to have paid. The attitudes and prac
tices that indicate an unbalanced view of the 
Eucharist may indicate an even deeper mis
understanding of the relationship with God 
in Christ. And that misunderstanding may 
indicate a rejection of the life of God and a 
refusal to live for God. 

The Power inheres in the fact that in 
Christ's sacrifice we have been brought into 
perfect union with our Father. Through the 
Sacrament we are given the offered body and 
blood and receive "forgiveness of sin," which 
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is a condi1iot1, totalling out as "life and sal
vation." Just as it is not sufficient to talk 
about going to the altar to receive the Sacra
ment, there is more to be done than to talk 
about what was achieved by Christ's coming 
to earth and going to the cross as a sacrifice. 
We remember all that He has done, "His 
whole work of redemption," and thus bring 
it again into a present reality for us. As we 
say it in words into the ears of the hearers, 
the Word accomplishes that for which God 
sends it, as surely as the Word accomplished 

His purpose when He became flesh. God 
put Himself into the action of giving us life. 
God Himself stood with us, so that if we 
were going to refuse His life we would have 
to say it to His face. He continues His pres
ence among us, showing us that He lives and 
telling us that through every day He goes be
fore us. As we hear and eat and drink and 
follow, we shall see Him. 

Material supplied by 
ROLAND KAUTH 
Gresham, Oreg. 
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