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BRIEF STUDIES I 
INTER-LUTHERAN RELATIONS: 

A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL STUDY 

Dou,menls of Lu1heran U11i1, i11, America, 
edited by Richard A. Wolf 1 provides a first
rate guide for pastors and students in the 
history of Lutheran unity efforts. The lucid, 
exaa inuoduaions to the chapters furnish the 
"textbook"; the documents bring the evi
dence. The 672-page book with hard covers 
sells for the unbelievably low price of $2.50, 
which figures out to one cent per document, 
since there are 250 documents in the volume. 
They go back to 1730, but most of the docu
ments come from the 20th century. To illus
uate the richness of the collection we can 
point to the Knubel-Jacobs Statement of 
1919 (no. 134), the Minneapolis Theses of 
1925 (no. 146), A Brief Statement, 1932 
(no. 158), the Statement on Church Fellow
ship of the Church of the Lutheran Confes
sion, 1961 (no. 179), and correspondence 
between John W. Behnken and Frederik A. 
Schiotz in 1959 (no. 246). 

The union negotiations in the past 50 
years or so have produced an almost be
wildering array of official pronouncements, 
pamphlets, articles of various kinds in a va
riety of theological journals and otherwise, 
not to say anything about the minutes and 
proceedings of church bodies, committees, 
and commissions. It is imperative to go back 
to some of the basic documents, at least. 
Wolf's Doc.menls provides a worthwhile 
seleaion. Often the documents are abbrevi
ated (properly indicated by ellipses), which 
may be just enough of an incentive for some
one here or there to check the complete docu
ment. At any rate, it would be well to have 
Wolf's volume at hand for any discussion, 
whether in pasroral conferences or in congre-

1 Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1966. 

gational study groups, on the question of in
ter-Lutheran fellowship. 

A few documents in another collection, 
under the caption "lnterchurch Relations," 
sum up Missouri's principles and practices. 
Additional documents are under the head
ings "Areas of Cooperation Between the 
Missouri Synod and Other Lutherans" and 
"Unity and Union Efforts." 2 

Fred W. Meuser has included 51 docu
ments with his chapter on "Pulpit and Altar 
Fellowship Among Lutherans in America" 
in the volume edited by Vilmos Vajta.3 In
cidentally, the chapters by Johannes Meister 
on "Church and Altar Fellowship in the 
Evangelical Churches of Germany" and Carl 
H. Lyttkens on "Altar Fellowship in the 
Scandinavian Churches" bring dimensions 
seldom come by and add greatly to an under
standing of the total question. 

The pamphlet Doct·r-inal Declaralions" is 
now out of print, but its successive editions 
brought doctrinal documents with very little 
comment and served a highly useful purpose. 

John H. Tietjen has treated the history of 
various efforts to unite Lutherans of this 
counuy in his \'(I' hich \'(I' a, 10 Lt,1heran 
U·11i1,? 6 Well written and easily read, it 
tends to oversimplify the story and negleas 
some significant developments. No one else, 

2 Thomas Coates and Erwin L. Lueker, "Four 
Decad_es of Ex~ansi~n, 1920-1960," Mouing 
Pronli.rs: Ret1dings ,n the Hislory of The L#
#he,n Ch•reh - Misso11ri S1notl, ed. Carl S. 
Meyer (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
1964), pp. 406-31. 

8 Ch".reh in Pellor11shit,: P•lt,il ,nul Alt, 
P•llowsh,t, Among Luther•ns (Minneapolis: 

Augsburg Publishing House, 1963). pp. 25-72. 
4 A collection of official statements on the 

doctrinal positions of Lutheran church bodies in 
America, published by Concordia Publishins 
House, St. Louis, first published in 1939. 

19
:

6
.St. Louis: Concordia Publishing Home, 

722 

1

Meyer: Brief Studies

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1968



BRIEP STUDIES 723 

however, has put the record together so well 
in a narrative of less than 200 pages, and a 
goodly number of pastors have welcomed ( or 
will welcome) Tietjen's conuibution. More 
restricted, but set in a much broader con
text than Tietjen's study, was Theodore 
Hoyer's succinct section on "Union Move
ments in the Lutheran Church in America" 
in the essay that he read to the Synodical 
Conference in 1936 and continued in 1938 
on "Union Movements in the Church." 0 An 
article by Alfred 0. Fuerbringer and Martin 
H. Franzmann may be regarded in a sense as 
a continuation of Hoyer's essay. The Fuer
bringer-Franzmann article appeared under 
the tide "A Quarter-Century of lnterchurch 
Relations: 1935-1960." 7 

Few will want to neglect the chapter "In 
Pursuit of Unity," which John W. Behnken 
included in his autobiography, Thi.JI Recall.8 

For instance, he refers to the Missouri Synod 
action in 1929 as "our Synod's somewhat 
summary refusal to accept the Chicago 
Theses." o He wrote: "What a blessing it 
would be if by means of such systematic and 
continuing theological studies all of Ameri
ca's - indeed, the world's - Lutherans could 
unite on 1he solid. fo1mda1ion of Holy llr1'il 

and 1he wilness of 1he L.1heran Confes
sions." 10 Elsewhere Behnken also supplied a 
valuable background history of the Lutheran 
Council in the United States of America.11 

An earlier e.ssay on ''The Way We Have 
Come" 12 supplied information from this 

o For this section see Synodical Conference, 
P1"oceedi,igs, 

1938, 
pp. 32-49. 

7 CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY, 
XXXII, 1 (January 1961), 5-14. 

s St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
1964. 

e Ibid., p. 165. 
10 Ibid., p. 185. Italics in the original. 
11 Cor,co,di41 Historiul lr,sti1111• Qurlnh, 

XXXIX, 4 (January 1967), 147-56. 
12 Cor,co,J;. Hisloriul lnstiltt,- Qurl•rl,, 

XXXIX, 2 (July 1966), 51---63. 

same participant that is helpful in amplifying 
the record. 

The year 1917 was a crucial year for Lu
theran union movements. For the Missouri 
Synod it meant the election of an lntersynodi
cal Committee and the publication of Frie
drich Bente's Was slehl Jc, Vereinigung tler 

lutherischen s,notlen Amerikas im Wege? 1a 

Both acts say something about Missouri. 
Erwin L. Lueker wrote about "The Stance 
of Missouri in 1917 ." 14 A brief survey of 
Missouri's attitude on union and unionism 
in 1917 with extensive references to pub
lished articles is found in another issue of 
the Q11a,1erl1.1G A third issue offers an article 
containing some documents hitherto un
published that reveal not only attitudes with
in the Missouri Synod on unionism but illus
trate too where some of the decisions were 
being made.10 The record would be incom
plete without 0. H. Pannkoke's historical
autobiographical work.Ii 

Theodore Graebner wrote much on the 
question of Lutheran union. Two tides can 
be cited here. One is his essay ''The Problem 
of Lutheran Union." 18 Graebner was a 
journalist with a flair for the historical. He 
wrote as a personal participant in the scene, 
which makes the essay one that cannot be 
neglected; it is, nevertheless, slanted. Between 

13 St. Louis, Concordia Publishing House, 
1917. 

H Conco,tli4i Hisloriul Inslil11I• Q1111,1nl,, 
XL, 3 (Oaober 1967), 119-26. 

1G Carl S. Meyer, "Some Aspects of the Ob
serwncc of the Reformation Quadricentennial 
by America's Lutherans," ibid., XLI, 1 (Febru
ary 1968), 16-20. 

10 Alan Graebner, ''World War I and Lu
theran Union Documents from the Army and 
Navy Board, 1917 and 1918," ibid., XLI, 2 
(May 1968), 51-64. 

11 A G,e111 Chllrch Pintls lls•lf: Th• L#-
1h•r11n Ch11rch B•lw••• lh• W11,s. (Quitman, 
Ga.: Privately printed, 1966), see especially 
pp.9--107. 

11 Th• Pn,b/•m of wh•rn u,,;o,. 11,ul 
o,h., Bss111s (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1935), pp. 1-106. 
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724 BRIEF STUDIES 

1935 and 1943 the issue of prayer fellow
ship joined that of altar and pulpit fellow
ship, and in 1943 ( it seems strange today) 
Paul E. Kretzmann joined Theodore Graeb
ner in essays on prayer fellowship, pulpit and 
altar fellowship, unionism, and cooperation 
in e:xternals.19 The essays themselves remain 
valauble exhibits for the thinking of the 
period. The authors said: 'We are living in 
an age which calls for a rethinking, a new 
thin.king-through of all of our principles of 
church work, not in order to revise them, but 
in order to obtain a clear understanding of 
their application to new issues and new con
ditions." 20 

There are admittedly other pamphlets and 
mimeographed essays that purport to tell 
the story of Missouri's Wertlegang in inter
synodical matters; they are omitted here 
largely because of their subjective nature. 
We still need a significant number of spe
cialized, objective studies of the movements 
among the Lutheran bodies since 1918. One 
such study is E. Clifford Nelson's "A Case 
Study in Lutheran Unity Efforts: ULCA 
Conversations with Missouri and the ALC, 
1936-1940." 21 Another is a biographical 
sketch that Dorris A. Flesner wrote, honoring 
the first president of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, "Frederick H. Knubel: 
Pioneer in American Lutheran Participation 
in the Modern Ecumenical Movement." 22 

Flesner and Nelson have shown what ought 
to be done to provide detailed information 
for an adequate understanding of past events. 
Such was the objective of the present writer's 

1e Towtml I.lllhtw• Union: If. Scrif,1iw,,Z ,m,l 
Hisloriul lf.fJi)ro11ch (St. Louis: Concordia Pub
lishing House, 1943). 

2o Ibid., p. 231. 
21 Chapter 9 in Th, M11111m11 of lf.mmc,m 

Ullb,r.,,is,,,: Bssll'JS m Honor of Willtml Dow 
lf.Ul,,ci, ed. Herbert T. Neve and Benjamin A. 

Johnson (.Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing 
Home, 

1968), 
pp. 201-23. 

n Ibid., pp.162-81 (chapter 7). 

contributions to this journal on A Bri•f 
Stt1lemen1. 23 

Frederick K. Wentz has put together the 
history of the National Lutheran Council.H 
Within that history there are topics that call 
for further exploration - one cannot ex
haust or even touch on every topic in a 221-
page book. Wentz had access to the archives; 
a scholar's carefulness pervades the work. 

This stamp of approval must be placed 
on a spate of histories that marked the mer
gers of Lutheran church bodies in the early 
1960s. Histories of church bodies or synods 
generally partake of the partisan predilec
tions of their authors. We do not expect any 
historian to be without presuppositions, likes, 
and dislikes. A man who writes the history 
of a denomination will usually be a member 
of that denomination or church body and 
may reflect his personal loyalties in his writ
ing. When combined with the scholar's de
sire to investigate fully, to weigh the evidence 
critically, and to arrive at a conclusion ju
diciously, this kind of bias is not altogether 
to the bad. 

Fred W. Meuser's Yale dissertation is 
a case in point.2G The subtitle may indicate 
a bias; the footnotes on every page reveal 
far-ranging research in published and un
published primary sources. His account of 
the relations between the Ohio and Iowa 
Synods takes up the bulk of the narrative. 
The story had to be told, and Meuser has 
told it with completeness and exactitude. 

28 Carl S. Meyer, "The Historical Back
ground of 'A Brief Statement,' " CONCORDIA 
THBOLOGICAL MONTHLY, XXXII, 7 (July 
1961), 403-28; XXXII, 8 (August 1961), 
466-,:-82; XXXII, 9 (September 1961), 526-
42. 

H Lt11her""s in Conctwl: Th, Story of 1h1 
N111ionlll LM1he,.,, Counril, 1918-1966 (Min
neapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1968). 
See also idem, "Beginnings of the National Lu
theran Council," Conco,ili• Hislorielll lnslilt111 
Q1111rlllrZ,, XL, 2 (October 1967), 133--42. 

25 Th, Porm111ion of 1he lfmmun Ltllhtwllfl 
Chiwch: If. C111, S1,ul,y in Ltllhtwtm Unil1 (Co

lumbus, Ohio: The Wartburg Press, 1958). 
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The work is out of print, but even after 
10 years it deserves to be reprinted so that 
it is more widely available. 

A two-volume history of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church by E. Clifford Nelson and 
Eugene L Fevold tells the story of Norwe
gian Lutheranism in this country from 1825 
to 1890 in the first volume. The second 
volume, authored by Nelson, continues the 
story from 1890 to 1959.28 This "serious 
attempt at honest historiography" is a gold 
mine of information. Chapter 6 on "The 
Union of 1917" and Chapter 9 on "The 
Church Discovers Other Churches" are espe
cially noteworthy for a specialized study of 
inter-Lutheran relations. Herman A. Preus 
summarized the events among the Norwe
gians leading to 1917 in an essay written 
from a somewhat different perspective from 
that adopted by Nelson.27 Nelson's work has 
a seleaion of documents in a 38-page ap
pendix. Another history of the Norwegians, 
somewhat older and certainly from a differ
ent point of view from that of Nelson's, is 
Grace for Grace.28 It has a section on "The 
Doctrinal Controversies of the Norwegian 
Synod." 

The histories of the smaller synods should 
not be disregarded. Enck Martensen has 
written a charming account of the Danish 
group that joined with the United Lutheran 
Church in the formation of the Lutheran 
Church in America.29 John Jensen per
formed the same task for the group of Danes 

28 Th• L#1hert1n Cht1rch Among No'!"•git1n
Amariet1ns: 

A Hisl0'1 
of lh• B11t1nf•l1etd 11'· 

1hnt1n Ch,weh. Two volumes (Minneapolis: 
Augsburg Publishing House, 1960). 

27 "History of Norwegian Lutherans in 
America to 1917," Con,o,du, Historiul lnslil"'• 
Q11t1rl•rl1, XL, 3 (October 1967). 99-118. 

28 G,11e• fo, Grt1e.: Bri•f Hi_slor, of lh• 
Norw•gitm S1notl, ed. S. C. Ylvmker (Man
kato, Minn.: Lutheran Synod Book~-• 194~). 

21 Th• D1111ish L#lh•,.,, Chin-eh•• Am•nu: 
Th• 

Hislof1 
.,,J H•ri,.g• of lh• ~"'ffl&II!' B111111-

g•liul 
L#lhntl# 

Chtweh (Philadelphia: ~u
theran Church in America, Board of Publica-
tiom, 1967) • 

that became a part of The American Lu
theran Church.so In each case the moves that 
led to the respective merger are told. 

The account of the Augustana Synod and 
its merger with the United Lutheran Church 
and the American Evangelical Lutheran 
Church by G. Everett Arden must be re
garded as a major contribution to the his
toriography of Lutheranism in America.81 

Arden is a good writer, a good research 
scholar, a good historian. He does not dis
guise his high regard for the Augustana 
Synod, exceeded, however, by his regard for 
Lutheran unity. Chapter 17 has the tide 
"Destiny Fulfilled," in which he treats the 
consummation of the merger in the Lutheran 
Church in America. 

For reference purposes the reader will want 
to have ready access to the three-volume 
En,,clopetli11 of lh• L#lheran Ch#rch pro
duced under the auspices of the Lutheran 
World Federation.32 He will turn to articles 
on the ''American Lutheran Church" ( by 
Fred W. Meuser, E. Clifford Nelson, et al.), 
on the "American Theology in the Nine
teenth and Twentieth Centuries" ( by G. 
Everett Arden), "Lutheran Church in Amer
ica" (by Theodore G. Tappert, Dorris A. 
Flesner, et al.), "Lutheran Church-Mis
souri Synod" (by Erwin L Lueker), "Lu
theran World Federation" ( by Abdel Ross 
Wentz), and the "National Lutheran Coun
cil" (by Helen M. Knubel). 

Of great help to the reader and researcher 
will be the tabulation of Lutheran synods 
and synodical structures compiled by Robert 
C. Wiederaenders and Walter G. TiJlrnaons. 

ao Th• Unil•tl B1111ng•liC11l L#lhM1111 Chtweh: 
A• 

lnlnPr•"'1ion 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Pub

lishing House, 1964). 
a1 A•g111111t111 Hm,.g•: A Hislo'1 of lh• 

A•g,u,.1111 Llllhnt1n Ch#reb (Rock Island, W.: 
Augusrana P.ress, 1963). 

12 Tb. BtJe,do/,•tlu, of In Llllhn1111 Ch.,,d,, 
ed. Julius Bodensieck. Three volumes (Mia

aeapolis: Augsburg Publishiq House, 1965). 

4

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 39 [1968], Art. 71

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol39/iss1/71



726 BRIEF STUDIES 

Tb, S,notls of Ameriu,1 LN1hn11nism.sa 
Produced as · Publication No. 1 of the Lu
theran Historical Conference, the book is an 
"exhibit" of an intersynodical and interdisci
plinary approach to a problem in Lutheran 
historiography. Beyond any value for study 

38 St. Louis: Printed by Concordia Seminary 
Print Shop for the Lutheran Historical Confer
ence, 1968. 

in inter-Lutheran relations the Wiederaen
ders-Tillmanns volumes will be of tremen
dous worth as a Nacbschlagawerk, a handy 
tool to have alongside the B11c,clopetli11 and 
Movi11g Frontiers and Wolf's Documents." 

CARL S. MBYBR 

34 And, of course, your Concordi11 Historiul 
l111til11le QNt1rler/,,y and CONCORDIA THEOLOG
ICAL MON1HLY. 
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