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196 HOMILETICS

Weyermann and Damm: Homiletics

And central to this Eucharistic understand-
ing is the cross of Christ. The cross is the
point of reference. It is the pledge and prom-
ise that the broken, the frustrated, the sinful,
the separated may be restored and in Christ
are restored to wholeness and community
and communion. Here we have the rightful
ordering that is the foretaste of heaven, the
perfected communion in and with God, who
is “all in all.” Hence our fellowship breaks
through death and includes those who have
departed this life in faith.

That is why it is right to say with T. S.
Eliot in his Four Quartets that despite its
tragic side “yet we call that Friday good.”
The sacrifice of Golgotha is a victory beyond
all understanding, for God is reigning from
the tree. And we can see this because our
faith is not anchored exclusively on Calvary
to the loss of the victory that Easter and the
Ascension signify.

The life that we share with one another
today is a life that was dead and is alive
again. The risen Lord still bears those “dear
tokens of His passion,” but He is the risen
Lord, and our fellowship with God and with
one another is fellowship in the risen life
of the crucified Son of God. Hence the fel-
lowship that we have continues forever. It
knows no ending. Neither time nor death
nor Satan can separate us from one another.

We need a day like this to be reminded
of such fellowship. We need to remember
this in those hours of sadness that follow the
death of a loved one. Indeed, we need to
remember this at every step along the pil-
grim’s way. We are all part of that fellow-
ship which is eternal. And in the celebration
of the Holy Eucharist the awareness of that
fellowship is heightened and intensified.

The worshiping community that gathers
here is much broader than the total number
of persons present here in the body. The
Christian fellowship extends to every part
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of the world, among all those who name the
name which is above every name. Yet even
this is not the total fellowship. In every cele-
bration we are reminded that there are others
who cannot be seen or heard at that moment
but whose voices are united with ours in
praise: “Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Thy glorious name.” We are
here referring to the angelic armies; but it
is equally true of all the heroes of faith, and
not only of them but of every faithful Chris-
tian who has fallen asleep in Jesus. . . .
“All one body we!”

Today in the Prayer of the Church you
will be given the opportunity to affirm this
solidarity by silently remembering by name
those from this institution and those close
to you who have already followed the Pioneer
and Captain of their faith and now rest from
their labors.

You will recognize of course that this is
no attempt on our part to change the situa-
tion of those who have died. Our prayers
cannot change God's mind. His judgment
is irrevocable. What we are doing is giving
expression to the solidarity that is ours in
Jesus Christ. Our commemoration of the
faithful departed is an affirmation that we
believe God and His promises. We trust
Him who is the firstfruits of the resurrection.

So we come to His altar this morning and
with the whole church catholic we affirm that
those who depart this life in Christ rest from
their labors. “Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord, and let the Light Perpetual ever
shine upon them.” We affirm our oneness
with them, and we pray for ourselves that
we may not grow weary but, keeping an eye
on that distant shore, that “sweet and blessed
country,” we may not fall away during our
pilgrimage or at our last hour, but fighting
the good fight of faith may lay hold on the
fullness of eternal life. JoHN DAMM



