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whim, or neglect of brotherly admonition
when this becomes necessary. It does,
however, mean understanding of his in-
terests and concerns and giving due respect
to them. By the same token we must have
regard for our neighbor's Aomor. This
means respecting his integrity as a person,
upholding and defending his good name.
Above all, we are not to seek our own
honor above his, as St.Paul insists: “Love
one another with brotherly affection; outdo
one another in showing honor.” (Rom.
12:10)

Second, mutual service in the fellowship
requires a spirit of comcern. Caemmerer
has aptly described agape as “being for
the other person.” If we are for him, we
will begin by listening to him. Indeed,
listening is often a greater service than
speaking. It is often the best possible
counseling technique! God Himself is the
greatest listener of all: “O Thou who hear-
est prayer, to Thee shall all flesh come”
(Ps.65:2). “While they are yet speak-
ing, I will hear” (Is.65:24). Bonhoeffer
has stated it well: “We should listen with
the ears of God that we may speak the
Word of God.”

Our spirit of concern for the brother
will mean also that we are never “too
busy” to help him when he is in need of
our help. This helpfulness should extend
also to those matters which may seem
“trifling” to us but may not seem quite
so trivial to him. Indeed, we should never
be too preoccupied to be “interrupted” by
people whom God sends to us with their
needs and petitions. Our schedule, after
all, is not our own but God's!

Third, our mutual service in the Chris-
tian fellowship must be characterized by
a spirit of burden-bearsng. Indeed, the
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“law of Christ” is a "law of bearing,” as
St. Paul specifically indicates: “Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ” (Gal.6:2). And such bearing ac-
tually has a double significance: It means
both sustaining and forbearing.

On the one hand, the Bible often speaks
of “bearing” a load — either our own or
that of others. For this we have the pre-
eminent example of Christ, the burden-
bearing Lamb of God who bore the weight
of our sin in our behalf. The whole Chris-
tian life may be described as an ongoing
process of bearing the cross. This is, in the
words of Bonhoeffer, “the cost of disciple-
ship”: “If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow Me.” (Matt.16:24)

It is the fellowship of the cross to ex-
perience the burden of others and thus
to help lighten it. This of course is no
problem for the heathen; lacking the sense
of spiritual fellowship, they may simply
evade any involvement with the burden of
the neighbor. But, if we are to take the ad-
monition of St. Paul seriously, for the
Christian the lesson is clear: If he does
not bear the brother’s burden, he shirks
and breaks the “law of Christ.”

But more: We are not only to bear but
to forbear. We are to “bear with” not
only the brother’s troubles and problems
but also with his idiosyncracies and weak-
nesses. Indeed, we must bear with him also
in his sins. Not that we are to condone
sins; the erring brother, however, should
not be the object of our judgment but
of our spiritual concern. We must apply
to him in appropriate measure both Law
and Gospel, as we seek not only to reprove
him but to restore him to the fellowship.
“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any



