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DOCUMENTATION I 
The Order for the Burial of the Dead 

T b11 bNrial riltl which appe,m on 1h11 following fJ,lges bas /,eon 11ppr011otl by 1h11 Com­
missio11 on l'fl'orship, LilNrgics, ,1ntl Hymnology of The 1!1111ng11lieal LR1h11r11n S,notlie11l 

Confer11ne11 of North Am11rie11 antl is bert1111itb nbmilletl lo 1h11 clergy of Tb• LR1her11n Cb11rcb 
- Missottri Synotl a11tl 1h11 S,notl of 1!1111ng11liul LNtbero Cb11rcb11s 11s • f11r1ber slop low.rtl 
• nt1111 and uniform liturgy. Prnio11s s111ps hll1111 hem 1bo reconl/,y t,11blisb11tl rites of Hal, 
B11p1i1m 1111d tho Ordination of II Minister 11nd 1h11 Ortl11r for 1h11 ConfirmllJion of Chilllrm, 
issuetl some years ago. 

As with its t,retlecossors, ,pastors 11r11 urgetl lo t1st1 this b11ri11l rilt1 in 11n 11xt,11rim11n1al W"'1 
11ntl lo convey their suggestions for impro1111mon1 lo 1h11 Commission so thllJ • /i1111l polishing 
m11y be dona boforo it i,s s11bmi11otl .s flllrl of 1h11 m11n#Scrip1 for 1h11 snvic• boo/ts of 1h11 
f,1111,11. 

Tho Commissio11 111011/d t,11rtict1/arl1 welcom• 1h11 r1111ction of 1h11 cl11rg1 lo 1h11 foll01lling 
changes 111hich have boon in1rotl11c11d: 

RSV langNago 
T11xl of tho Glori• Patri 
Termination of tho Collocls 
Discontin11anc11 of capitaliution of t,nsonlll t,rono11,u nf erring lo 1h11 tl11i1,. 
Tho 11erlical lines appuring in 1h11 111/1 fl'lllrgin intliCllle m11teri11l 1IM1 ,,,., be omillllil., 

the option of 1h11 fJ,lslor. 
Tht1 Commission is intkb1otl lo the s1t1IJ of CONCORDIII. THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY 

for ils willingness lo inclNtlt1 this m11ltlrilll within 1h11 cor,ers of Ibis io1m111l. 
Comments on tho b11rial rite 11r11 lo be tlireclllil lo 1h11 Commission on Worship, Lil•rgiu, 

Mtl H,mnolog1, Concortlilll Semi,,.,,, 801 D• M#n A11t1n11111 SI. Lo11is, Misso•ri 6.310J. 
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COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED REVISION OF 

THE ORDER FOR THE BURIAL 

OF THE DEAD 

The sequence of elements in the Burial Service presents no problem; it is the same 
in the present Agenda, the Occasional Services from the Service Book and Hymnal, and 
the Book of Common Prayer. The outline in every case is: psalms, lessons, hymn, prayers. 
In the Lutheran rites a sermon follows the hymn, and in the Service Book and Hymnal 
a responsory follows the lesson and a canticle follows the sermon. 

The problem was not with the sequence of elements but with the selection of mate• 
rial to fill in this outline. In the existing rites there is a great profusion of such material, 
so that elimination becomes a rather painful process; one would like to include more 
and is deterred only by the consideration that it is possible to provide too much: the 
6nished produa includes so much th3t the outline of the service is all but lost in the 
plethora of Scripture passages and prayers. Such a criticism may be made of our present 
Agenda; therefore the present revision seeks to reduce the material to what is best, most 
relevant and essential. Some may moum the loss of what has been excised, but at least 
a greater amount of clarity and uniformity will have been achieved. 

The psalms, responsories, canticles, and other material in which the congregation 
is expected to participate will undoubtedly be printed in the service book of the future. 
And the congregation should participate! 

No special order has been provided for use at the house or at the funeral home. 
IE such a service is still desired, the minister will be able to devise his own, as the final 
rubric indicates. 

Nor has any special order been provided for the burial of a child. The Book of 
Cornrnon Prayer does this, and if the church so directs, such an order can be devised. 
Lessons and prayers for this occasion have been included in the proposed rite, as have 
also items for use in uncertain cases. 

As to the psalms: Only three have been provided: 130, 90, 23. Allowance has been 
made for others: 27, 39, 46, 103, 121, 146. The following is a comparative table: 

Suggested 
Selection SBH BCP German Agenda m 

23 23 23 23 
27 27 27 27 

34 
39 39 39 

42 

302 
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46 
73 
84 

90 90 
91 

103 103 
116 

121 121 
126 

130 130 
139 

146 146 

DOCUMENTATION 

46 

90 

121 

130 

303 

69 ( for a suicide) 
73 

90 

103 

126 
130 

( verses from Lam. 3) 

In our own selection we have uied to pay panicular attention to those psalms 
which speak specifically of death and eternal life, eliminating most of those which are 
merely comforting in time of uouble. It is uue that of the standard three, Psalm 130 
does not mention death or eternal life, but it has been included because of the weight of 
testimony in its favor. Nor does Psalm 46 do this; it has been included because of its 
great strength and Lutheran ruggedness. Nor does Psalm 121; but SBH and BCP both 
have it, and it is well known, loved, and beautiful 

The same problem of selection developed with the Scripture readings, ooly more 
so. The Holy Bible is full of references to death and resurrection, and one could 
easily come up with a list a yard long. It is obvious that ruthless eliminations will have 
to be made. Once again, a comparative table: 

(Clilld) 
(Youth) 

Sugested 
:Readings 

John 5:24-29 
John 11:21-27 
John 14:1-6 
Rom. 8:31-39 
1 Cor. 15:12-26 
1 Cor. 15:50-58 
1 Thess. 4: 13-18 
1 Peter 1: 3-9 
Rev. 7:9-17 
Rev. 21:3-7 
Mark 10: 13-16 
Luke 7:11-17 
Mark 5:22-24, 35-43 

(Doubtful) Job 14: 1-15 

SBH 

John5 
John 11 
John 14 
Rom.8 
1 Cor.15 
1 Cor.15 

1 Peter 1 
Rev. 7 
Rev.21 
Mark 10 

BCP 

John 14 
Rom.8 
1 Cor.15 
1 Cor.15 

German 
Agenda III 

John5 
John 11 
John 14 
Rom.8 
1 Cor.15 
1 Cor.15 

1 Peter 1 
Rev. 7 

Mark5 
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304 DOCUMENTATION 

In addition, the German Agenda has Mark16:l-10; Luke7:11-16; Luke12:35-40; 
John 6:35-40; John 10: 14-15, 27-29; Rom. 5: 1-5; 2 Cor. 4: 14-18; 2 Cor. 5: 1-8; Phil. 3: 
20-21; Col 1:9-18; 2 Tim.1:9-10; Rev.1:8, 17, 18. 

Also, for a Child: Matt. 18: 1-4, 10; John 10: 14-15, 27-29; 
For the Aged: Luke2:25-32; 
For a Suicide: John 3: 16-21; 1 John 1:5-2:2; Heb.4:15-16. 
All of the Scripture references on pages 78 and 79 of the Agenda have been omitted 

on the ground that this is homiletic material and should not therefore be included in the 
liturgy. The references, however, are pertinent and should continue in print somewhere 
-but not here. 

We have followed SBH quite closely in the selection of Scripture readings, and the 
remainder of the service is almost an exact reproduction of SBH. This means, once 
more, that several excellent prayers in the Agenda are being lost, but our constant effort 
has been to streamline this rite as much as possible. In line with this the references ta 
messages of condolence and the obituary have been eliminated. 

The additional rubrics prefacing the order express what we believe to be the wishes 
of the great majority of our pastors, as well as corresponding to the practices of the 
universal church. 

PROPOSED ORDER FOR 

THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD 
This Order is provided for the burial of those who depart this life in the Christian 

faith. 
This Order may be used in the church or in the mortuary before the burial, or it 

may be used as a memorial service after the burial. A memorial service should always 
be held in the church. If desired, the memorial service may be in the form of a celebra­
tion of Holy Communion, held in the church on the evening of the day of burial or 
soon thereafter. For this purpose a set of propers is provided. 

If the coffin is brought iota the church, it should be placed in a lengthwise position, 
with the feet toward the altar. If the body be that of a clergyman, the head should be 
taward the altar. The coffin should remain closed during and after the service. It may be 
covered with a funeral pall. Flowers brought iota the church should be kept at a mini­
mum. Before the service the coffin may be placed in the narthex of the church. The order 
"At the Church" herein provided shall in no case be interrupted by the exercises of secular 
organizatioos and shall close with the benediaion immediately following the final collect. 

In all ascs those present at the service are expected to participate by joining in 
the hymns, psalms. and responses. 

When a brief service is held at the mortuary before going to the church, it may 
include a psalm, a lesson, and a collect, or prayer. 
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DOCUMENTATION 

AT TIIE CHURCH 

305 

The Pastor, in his customary vestments, meeting the body at the church door and 
preceding the funeral procession into the church, may read aloud some of the following 
sentences, continuing in the chancel until the mourners are in their pews. The congre­
gation shall rise as the procession enters the church. 

I am the resurreaion and the life, says the Lord; he who believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall 
never die. 

I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last he will stand upon the earth; 
and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then from my flesh I shall see God, 
whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

Everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself, as he is pure. For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may re­
ceive good or evil, according to what he has done in the body. 

None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we 
live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of all 
mercies and the God of all comfort, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort 
through grace and has begotten us to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the 
image of the man of heaven, our Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly 
body to be like his glorious body. 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth. Blessed indeed, says 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them. 

The Service may begin with a hymn. after which the Pastor shall sing or ay: 

In the name of the Father and of the • Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

IV: Amen. 

Then shall be sung or said the Kyrie: 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Or: 

Kyrie, ele.ison. · Christe, eleison. Kyrie, eleison. 
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306 DOCUMENTATION 

Then shall be sung or said one or more of the psalms here following. Each psalm 
may be preceded and followed by an antiphon. 

Psalm 130-De pro/Nndis 
A11tiphon: If Thou, 0 Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could 

stand? 
(The Psalm will be primed, out in the sen,ice book of the future) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and shall be forever and ever. Amen. 

Repeat the Antiphon 

Psalm 90-Domine, re/ugit,m 
Antipho11: So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of 

wisdom. 
(The Psalm will be printed, 0111 in the sen,ice book of the future) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever and ever. Amen. 

Repeat the Antiphon 

Psalm 23 -DominNs regit me 
Antiphon: Into thy hand I commit my spirit; thou hast redeemed me, 

0 Lord, faithful God. 

(The Psalm will be printed, O#t in the senlice book of the f#lllre) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
bt!giooiog, is now, and shall be forever and ever. Amen. 

Repeat the Antiphon 

Or one or more of the following psalms may be used: 27, 39, 46, 103, 121, 146. 

At the burial of a person who has committed suicide: Psalm 69: 2-3, 6, 14-19, 21b, 
30, 33. 

Then shall be .read one or more of the fo11owins Jasons: 

After each lCSSOll may be IUDS or a.id: 

Y,: But thou, 0 Lord, have mercy on us. 

IV: Thanks be to thee. o Lord. 

(rhe lnsons fllill be f.Jmlletl otll in the sfflliu booi of lhe ,-,,.) 

• 

6

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 38 [1967], Art. 33

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol38/iss1/33



Rom. 8:31-39 
1 Car. 15:12-26 

1 Thess.4:13-18 
1 Cor. 15:50-58 

1 Peter 1: 3-9 

At the Burial of a Child: 

Mark 10: 13-16 

DOCUMENTATION 

Rev. 7:9-17 
Rev. 21:3-7 

John 5:24-29 
John 11:21-27 
John 14:1-6 

At the Burial of a Young Person: 

Luke 7:11-17 

Mark 5:22-24, 35-43 

In Doubtful Cases: 

Job 14:1-15 

307 

Then may a hymn be sung, or one of the following responsories or a suitable choral 
selection may be sung: 

The Responsory 
1. Si bo1111 stucq,imtu 

Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? 
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. 

Verse. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. 

II. C,r,tlo, """" R~IM fMIU 

I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last he will stand upon the earth; 
and from my flesh I shall see God. 

Verse. Whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not 
another. 

And from my flesh I shall see God. 

111. Bcce, f#Omotlo moriltw itullll 
The righteous man perishes, and no one lays it to heart; devout men are 

taken away while no one understands. For the righteous man is taken away 
from calamity, he enters into peace. 

Verse. In peace he rem in the earth, and in Zion is his habitation. 
He enten into peace. 
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308 DOCUMENTATION 

IV. Si c,retlimtu 
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so through Jesus 

God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. Wherefore do not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. 

Verse. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
Wherefore do not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

V. I1J pace in id ipst#m tlormiam 
In peace I will both lie down and sleep. None of us lives to himself, and 

none of us dies to himself. 

Verse. Whether we live or whether we <lie, we are the Lord's. 
None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 

Then may follow a Sermon. 

Then a Hymn may be sung. 

Then may one of the following Canticles be sung or said, with it an Antiphon. 

The Canticles 

I. Nunc Dimillis 
Antiphon: 0 how glorious is that kingdom wherein all the saints rejoice 

with Christ. They are clothed with white robes and follow the Lamb wherever 
he goes. 

(The Ctmlicle will be printed om) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the ~ginning, is now, and shall be forever and ever. Amen. 

Repeat the Antiphon 

II. Benetlicltn 
Antiphon: He who goes forth weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall 

come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 

(The Cllnlicle will be printsJ om) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 
the ~ginning, is now, and shall be forever and ever. Amen. 

llepeat the Antiphon 
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DOCUMENTATION 309 

Then shall the Congregation kneel or stand, and the following Pnyen or other 
Pnyers shall be said: 

Y,: 0 God, the Father in heaven: 

IV: Have mercy. 

Y,: 0 God the Son, Redeemer of the world: 

IV: Have mercy. 

Y,: 0 God the Holy Spirit, the Counselor: 

IV: Grant us thy peace. 

Then shall all say: 

Our Father who art in heaven .•• 

Then shall the Pastor say one or more of the following Collects: 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of those who die in the 
Lord and with whom the souls of the faithful, after they are delivered from 
the burden of the flesh, are in joy and felicity, we give thee hearty thanks for 
the grace bestowed upon thy servants who have finished their course in faith 
and now rest from their labors; and we beseech thee that we, with all who have 
departed in the true faith of thy holy name, may have our perfect consummation 
and bliss both in body and soul in thy eternal glory; through Jesus Christ, thy 
Son, our Lord. 

IV: Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, who hast appointed us to endure suffer­
ings and death with our Lord Jesus Christ before we enter with him into 
eternal glory, grant us grace at all times to subject omselves to thy holy will, 
to continue steadfast in the true faith to the end of our lives, and at all 
times to find peace and joy in the blessed hope of the resurrection of the dead 
and of the glory of the world to come; through the same, Jesus Christ, thy Son, 
our Lord. 

IJT: Amen. 

9

Kretzmann: Documentation: The Order for the Burial of the Dead and Propers F

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1967



310 DOCUMENTATION 

I.et us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, the consolation of the sorrowful and the 
strength of the weak, may the prayers of those who in any tribulation or discress 
cry to thee graciously come before thee, so that in all their necessities they 
may mark and receive thy manifold help and comfort; through Jesus Christ, 
thy Son, our Lord . 

.IJ{: Amen. 

I.et us pray. 

0 God, before whose face the generations rise and pass away, the strength 
of those who labor and the repose of the blessed dead, we rejoice in the com­
munion of thy saints; we remember all who have faithfully lived, all who have 
peacefully died, and especially those most dear to us who rest in thee. Give 
us at last our portion with those who have trusted in thee and striven in all 
things to do thy holy will; and to thy name, with the church on earth and 
the church in heaven, we ascribe all honor and glory forever and ever; through 
Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. 

IV: Amen. 

I.et us pray. 

0 Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the 
evening comes, the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work 
is done: Then in thy mercy grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace 
at the last, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

IV: Amen. 

Then shall be said the following Prayer: 

I.et us pray. 

God of all grace, who didst send thy Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring 
life and immortality to light, most humbly and heartily we give thee thanks 
that by his death he has destroyed the power of death and by his glorious resur­
rection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Grant us assuredly 
to know that because he lives we shall live also and that neither death nor life 
nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from thy love, 
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DOCUMENTATION 311 

which is in Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

}V: Amen. 

Or at the Burial of a Child: 

Let us pray. 

0 God, whose beloved Son to0k little children in his arms and blessed 
them, give us grace, we beseech thee, to enuust the soul of this child to thy 
never-failing care and love, and bring us all to thy heavenly kingdom; through 
the same, thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

}V: Amen. 

Let us pray. 

0 merciful and gracious God, we thank thee that through Holy Baptism 
thou hast received this child to be thine own and made him an heir of everlast­
ing life. We pray thee to .fill the hearts of those who mourn for him with the 
comfort of thy Word and with thy peace. Let us as thy children live in the 
sure and certain hope that thou wilt deliver us from all tribulation and bring 
us home at the last to the never-fading joy of thy presence, through Jesus Christ, 
thy Son, our Lord. 

}V: Amen. 

Or in doubtful cases: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, who knowest both our necessi­

ties before we ask and our ignorance in asking, we beseech thee to have com­
passion on our infirmities, and those things which for our unworthiness we dare 
not and for our blindness we cannot ask, be pleased to give us for the worthiness 
of Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. 

IJ: Amen. 

Then shall the Pastor ay: 

The grace of the Lord Jesus tl4 Christ and the love of God and the fellow­
ship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

IJ: Amen. 
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312 

The Pastor may say: 

DOCUMENTATION 

THE COMl\fiTI'AL 

We brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out 
of the world. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord. We would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning 
those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so through Jesus God 
will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 

May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy! 

The Pastor shall say: 

Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble. He comes 
forth like a flower and withers; he flees like a shadow and continues not. 

In the midst of life we are in death. Of whom may we seek comfort but 
of thee, 0 Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased? 

Yet, 0 Lord God most holy, 0 Lord most mighty, 0 holy and most merci­
ful Savior, deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not thy merciful ears 
to our prayers; but spare us, 0 Lord most holy. 0 God most mighty, 0 holy 
and most merciful Savior, permit us not at our last hour, because of any pains 
of death, to fall from thee. 

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, 
what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. 
It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is 
raised a spiritual body. 

For this perishable nature must put on the imperishaLle, and this mortal 
nature must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable 
and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that 
is written: Death is swallowed up in viaory. 0 death, where is thy viaory? 
0 death, where is thy sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the viaory through our Lord 
Jesus Cu'ist. 

Tbm while earth is cast upon the body, the Pastor shall say: 

Forasmuch as it has pleased Almighty God of his great mercy to take to 
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DOCUMENTATION 313 

himself the soul of our bro1her1 we therefore commit his body to the ground:• 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; in the sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change 
our lowly body to be like his glorious body by the power which enables him 
even to subject all things to himself. 

May God the Father, who created this body; may God the Son, who 
by his blood redeemed this body, together with the soul; may God the Holy 
Spirit, who by Baptism sanctified this body to be his temple, keep it to the 
day of the resurrection of the dead. May it rest in peace. 

ijl: Amen. 

Or in doubtful cases he may say: 

Forasmuch as it has pleased Almighty God in his wise providence to call 
the soul of our brother out of this life, we therefore commit his body to the 
ground. Dust you are, and to dust you shall return. Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
shall on the last day raise you from the dead. 

Then may the Pastor say one or more of the following Prayers: 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who by the death of thy Son hast destroyed death, by 
his rest in the tomb hast sanctified the graves of thy saints, and by his glorious 

resurrection hast brought life and immortality to light, so that all who die in 
him abide in peace and hope, receive, we beseech thee, our heartfelt thanks for 
the victory over death and the grave which he has obtained for us and for all 
who sleep in him; and keep us, who are still in the body, in everlasting fellow­
ship with all that wait for thee on earth and with all around thee in heaven, 
in union with him who is the resurrection and the life, even Jesus Christ, thy 
Son, our Lord. 

ijl: Amen. 

I.et us pray. 
0 Lord Jesus Christ, who by thy death didst take away the sting of death, 

grant to us, thy servants, so to follow in faith where thou hast led the way 

• At the burial of the dead at sea the words "to the deep• shall be sub­
stituted for the words "to the ground•: and the words "earth to earth, ashes 
to ashes, dust to dust" shall be omitted. 
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that we may at last fall peacefully asleep in thee and awake after thy like­
ness, through thy mercy, 0 our Lord, who livest and reignest with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

}Y: Amen. 

Let us pray. 

0 everlasting God and Father, who art not a God of the dead but of the 
living and to whom live all that dwell in dust and rest in the chamber of death, 
we enueat thee of thy fatherly goodness, let not the thoughts and the sting 
of death make us afraid, neither let us be troubled, but graciously keep us in 
thy Son in true faith and good conscience, to the end that we may lead a Chris­
tian life, prepare for a blessed departure, and finally fall asleep and rest in 
peace and joy, until thou wilt open our graves and, by the sound of the trumpet, 
call us forth again to life; through Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. 

}Jl: Amen. 

Then all shall say the Our Father. 

Then may the Pastor say: 

We join in confessing our holy Christian faith. This is the faith in which 
our departed b,01hn now fallen asleep was baptized and in which we as 
Christians live and die. 

Then all shall say the Apostles' Creed. 

O.r the Pastor may say: 

Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? 

lJT: I believe. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he shall come to judge the 

living and the dead? 

lJT: I believe. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian church, the com-

14

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 38 [1967], Art. 33

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol38/iss1/33



DOCUMENTATION 315 

munion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurreaion of the body; and the 
life everlasting? 

}Jl: I believe. 

Then shall the Pastor say: 

Now may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 
equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you that 
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever 
and ever. 

W: Amen. 

PROPERS FOR A :MEMORIAL SERVICE 
WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

When there is a. celebration of Holy Communion, the following propers shall 

be used: 

The Introit 

Oh, how glorious is that kingdom wherein all the saints do rejoice with 
Christ! They are clothed with white robes and follow the Lamb wherever 
he goes. 

Psalm: I lift up my eyes to the hills. My help comes from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever and ever. Amen. 

The Collect 

0 God, our heavenly Father, who hast taught us by thy holy apostle not 

to grieve overmuch for those who sleep in Jesus, mercifully grant that after 
this life we with all thy saints may be received into everlasting joy; through 
Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. 

W: Amen. 
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The Old Testament Lesson 
Job 19:25-27 

I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last he wHI stand upon the earth; 
and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then from my Jlesh I shall see God, 
whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

The Gradual 
2 Sam. 22:47, 7 

The Lord lives; and blessed be my rock, and exalted be my God. 

YI: In my distress I called upon the Lord; from his temple he heard my 
voice. 

The Epistle 
1 Co,. 15:50-57 

I tell you this, brethren: Jlesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Lo! I tell you a mystery. 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twink­
ling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable 
nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on 
immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death 
is swallowed up in viaory." "O death, where is thy viaory? 0 death, where 
is thy sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the viaory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Alleluia Verse 
1 Cor. 15:57 

Alleluia, alleluia. Thanks be to God, who gives us the viaory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

Prom Septuagesima to Easter Eve the Alleluia Verse is omitted, and instead the 
following Tma is used (1 Cor.15:48-49): 

As was the man of dust, so are those who are dust; and as is the man of 
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 

l 
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Y,: Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear 
the image of the man of heaven. 

During Eastertide the following additional Alleluia Verse is said after the above 
Alleluia Verse (1 Cor.15:20): 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the .firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel 
John 5:24-29 

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my Word and believes him who 
sent me, has eternal life; he does not come into judgment but has passed from 
death to life. 

Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming and now is, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the 
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself 
and has given him authority to execute judgment because he is the Son of Man. 
Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in the tombs 
will hear his voice and come forth, those who have done good to the resurrec­
tion of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 
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