Concordia Theological Monthly

Volume 37 Article 28

6-1-1966

The Place of the Family in the Church's Educational Ministry

Oscar E. Feucht
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm

6‘ Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation

Feucht, Oscar E. (1966) "The Place of the Family in the Church's Educational Ministry," Concordia
Theological Monthly. Vol. 37, Article 28.

Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol37/iss1/28

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu.









Feucht: The Place of the Family in the Church's Educational Ministry

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1966



Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 37 [1966], Art. 28

FAMILY IN THE CHURCH'S MINISTRY

tionship between man and woman is more
than biological; it is educative in the fullest
spiritual sense. Melford S. Knutson writes:
“This makes the parents the direct repre-
sentatives of God. A representative of
God is one who takes God's place and has
no authority or right except that given
him by God. The parents through God's
authority are responsible for our physical
life. They are mediators of God's creative
activity. They stand in a unique relation-
ship to the child and the child to them,
for they have given him life. So the par-
ents also become the mediators between
God the Father and the child because of
his relationship to God through Jesus
Christ.” 14

In the Old Testament view, parents were
not only instruments of the ongoing crea-
tion of God, to whom the children owed
their lives, but they were also the link in
a long historical chain of God’s people

14 Melford S. Knutson, I Write to Yonu Fa-
thers (Hayfield, Minn.: The Hayfield Publishing
Co., 1962), p. 42.

In “Parents’ Rights” (unpublished paper
[The Board of Parish Education, The Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod, 19491, p.1), A. C.
Mueller says: “God willed the narural parent-
child relationship as the proper sphere of edu-
cation. He also endowed parents with a capacity
for loving their offspring, and children with a
capacity for loving their parents. . . . There is
almost universal agreement among men that the
duty of caring for children is first of all and
primarily a parental duty.”

In the same vein, Donald R. Pichaske, “The
primary role of parents in Christian education
can also be supported on the basis of psycholog-
ical insights. There is hardly a theory of per-
sonality development from Freud to Rogers that
does not place strong emphasis on the critical
nature of the bond between primary pareat and
infant in the child's development.” “Founda-
tions for Curriculum: Theological and Educa-
tional,” unpublished paper (The Lutheran Inter-
‘m6°diml Parish Education Committee, 1965),
p. 6.
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through whom the Messianic promise or
covenant and the holy commandments were
to be passed on and preserved, thus giving
the family a definite theological assign-
ment (Ps.78:1-8).1% The parent was to
be ready and willing to rehearse to the
child the great things God had done for
His people (Joshua4:1-7). The spiritual
lincage, like the familial lineage of God's
people, was to remain unbroken.

The Old Testament “Wisdom Books”
appear to have been used as manuals for
the teaching of Israclite youth. Proverbs
stresses the pedagogical principle that "the
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom.” 1% The educative task echoes through
all of Deuteronomy (6:1-9; 11:18-21).
While memorization was important, learn-
ing through daily living is also clearly
spelled out.

According to the Old Testament pattern,
it was through the parents that the child
was to learn of God's love and care and so
get a sense of security; to learn God's
Word and truth and get a sense of author-
ity; to learn right from wrong and so get
a proper sense of morality; to learn how to
commune with God and so get the highest
privilege of which man is capable, worship.

There is no explicic mention of schools
in Jewish life until after the exile.l” The
place of learning was the home in the ear-
liest period. Instruction was in the hands
of the parents, and teaching in the home

15 Knutson, pp. 18, 39, 42.

10 See yirab in Hebrew lexicons. Job 28:28;
Ps. 34:11; 111:10; 119:38; Prov. 1:7; 2:5;
9:10; 14:27; 15:33.

17 Most authorities believe that the synagog
is no older than the Babylonian Exile (I. Sonne,
“Synagogue,” The Interpreter's Dictionary of the
Bible, 4 [Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1962}
478—480.)
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continued to play an important part in the
whole of the Biblical period. The Talmud
speaks of the father's responsibility to in-
culcate the law, to teach a trade, and to
get his son married.

In the New Testament there is a blend-
ing of instruction and discipline in the
concept paideia, the basic term for nurrure.
Bauer-Arndt-Gingrich defines the noun as
"upbringing, training, instruction, . . .
chiefly as it is attained by discipline, cor-
rection. . . ." 18 The apostolic injunctions
concerning nurture are in practically every
instance directed to the father although not
to the exclusion of the mother (Eph.6:
1-4). While nurture is not restricted to
the family, the home is always especially
mentioned, also in the regulations for bish-
ops and deacons. The teaching, learning,
correcting, and guiding are closely asso-
ciated with all interpersonal relationships
in the Christian community. (Col 3:12-25;
Eph.5:21—6:4)

The content and character of paideia is
indicated by the phrase “in the Lord,” that
is, directed to spiritual and moral goals.
“In the Lord” is closely related to the
Pauline phrase “in Christ” and denotes
that Christian teaching is related to a
grace-faith-love theology.

It was funcrional as well as noetic, as the
many examples in New Testament letters
disclose. Jesus Himself asked for more than
knowledge, and He disapproved sharply of
mere academic or cultic religion (Mat-

18 William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Ging-
rich, A Greek-Englisb Lexicon of the New Tes-
sament (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1957), p. 608. See also Georg Bertram,
“wadedw,” Tbheologisches Worterbuch zum
Newen Testament, ed. Gerhard Kittel und Ger-
hard Friedrich, V (Stuttgart: W. Kohlhammer
Verlag, 1954), 596—624.
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thew 23, etc.). He insisted that faith
works by love and demanded fruits as
proof (Matt. 7:20; John 15:1-17). After
the footwashing He told His disciples:
“If you know these things, blessed are you
if you do them” (John13:17). “By this
all men will know that you are My dis-
ciples, if you have love for one another”
(John 13:35). It is not mere truth that
the apostles seek as the goal of nurture but
doing the truth in love (Eph.4:11-16).
Christ emphasized that true discipleship is
a chain of relationships: John 15:9-10, “As
the Father has loved Me, so have I Joved
you; abide in My love. If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My love,
just as I have kept My Father’s command-
ments, and abide in His love.” Religious
information is not enough. “Before infor-
mation aboutr Christ turns into belief,
power, action, the Holy Spirit must act.” *®
The whole Christian community, including
parents, are to be the agents of the Spirit.
The curriculum for the first disciples was
a person-to-person relationship with Christ.
Christian nurture today is an exposure of
people to persons who know Jesus as
Savior and Lord and rejoice in the grace
of God that has given them new life.
‘When parents recognize that the everyday
relationships of the home are part of the
educational curriculum, then they begin to
understand Christian nurture.

“The New Testament,” writes William
Barclay, “lays down no kind of curriculum
of training for the child, knows nothing
about religious education and nothing
about schools; for the New Testament is
cerrain that the only training which really
matters is given within the home, and that
there are no teachers so effective for good

19 Harms, Spiri¢t of Power, p.7.
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