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342 FAMILY IN nm CHURCH'S MINISTRY 

ucation" has often been limited to "indoc­
trination" in our circles.0 Miller uses nur­
ture as the broader term to describe the 
involvement of the pupil in the atmosphere 
and relationship of a dmrch community, 
including the Christian family.10 We are 
speaking here of the Christian family as 
a working cell of the church for obviously 
the fires on the family altar are lighted by 
the Spirit and fed by the Gospel. 

With reference to the broader aspects 
of nurturing the whole person Edward and 
Harriet Dowdy write: 

The family is the b:asic unit of society. 
Every child is born into some kind of 
home. Babies do not arrive at the shipping 
dock of some large factory! In the wisdom 
of God, the home is still the major train­
ing unit in every individual's experience, 
and parents are still the first teachers. 
More education h:as taken place before 11 

child enters school than will be possible 
in any other five years of his life. The 
mastery of a spoken language, for example, 
represents a tremendous educational feat. 
Even more dramatic is the development 
which takes place, to a very large degree, 
within the framework of the family. 

More than any other influence, the fam­
ily determines the lifelong direction in 
which a person is going to develop. Al­
thoush the most dramatic evidence of this 
influence is discernible in childhood, the 
family places its mark on every sphere of 
a person's experience. Like the watermark 
on stationery, every page of one's penonal 
story is written against the bacqrouod of 
his &mily.11 

• The emfl in District and SJDodical P,o­
'6ff"'I' will indicate that the focus is suolllly, 
if not ezclusively, on indoctrination. 

10 Millu, Christia Ni,ru,n •tl th• Cb•rtb, 
pp. 2, 17. 

11 Edward and Harriet Dowdr, Th• Cb,ml, 

II. NURTURB IN THJ? SauPTURJ?S 

A Biblical word for one aspect of nur­
ture is the Hebrew word ,mm1r. Its Scrip­
tural usage includes the concepts of cor­
rection, upbringing, and teaching. Its pri­
mary emphasis is not on edification but on 
discipline. When its verb.'11 root 'JSf" is 
used with God as its subject, it implies 
11 person-to-person relationship of God to­
ward man, even as it implies the same kind 
of relationship when it is used with a hu­
man subject and a lmm:m object. The 
Lord guides His people as a father guides 
a son. His motive is love. His goal is a 
right relation to Himself.J2 He uses vari­
ous means to call the sinner to repentance, 
to nourish faith, and to sanctify all of life 
in His service. God's nurnue is described 
in terms of parental care of children. God's 
own dealing with His children is the 
model for parenrs to bring up their chil­
dren in the Lord, or as Luther puts it, "so 
that the children are conscious of the fact 
that they are reared and disciplined by 
God through their parents." The aim is 
to equip the young person to fulfill his 
God-given purpose in life.13 

The concept is rooted in God's aeation, 
in His design for man and woman who are 
the mauix for all hWillln life. The rela-

ls P11mili111 (Valley Forge: The Judson Press, 
1965), pp. 15-16. See the report of the Con­
cordia Seminary llese:uch Center on institurional 
and familial influences in this journal, xxxvn 
(March 1966), 169-172. 

12 One of the most significant and compre­
hensive studies of nurture is Werner Jenach, 
Urebrisdieb111 1!.niab11rt11dt1rtl:n: Dia Ptdll• 
K,no,, im Rtthm•rt ,1,,,, bt1llfflisliseb.j6disebn 
U•,nll (Giicersloh: C. Benelsmann Verla& 
1951), pp. 85-136. 

11 Pritz llienecker, Z..xil:o• Dt' Bilnl ('\Vup­
perthal: R. Bioc:khaus Verlas, 1960), pp. 370 
to 371. 
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tionship between man and woman is more 
than biologiail; it is eduative in the fullest 
spiritual sense. Melford S. Knutson writes: 
''This m:ilccs the parents the direct repre­
senmtives of God. A representative of 
God is one who takes God's place and has 
no authority or right except that given 
him by God. The parents through God's 
authority are responsible for our physiail 
life. They are mediarors of God's creative 
activity. They stand in a unique relation­
ship to the child and the child to them, 
for they have given him life. So the par­
ents also become the mediarors between 
God the Father and the child beause of 
his relationship to God through Jesus 
Chrisr."H 

In the Old Testament view, parents were 
not only instruments of the ongoing crea­
tion of God, to whom the children owed 
their lives, but they were also the link in 
a long historical chain of God's people 

14 MelCord S. Knurson, I Wril• to Yo• P•­
tbo,s (Hayfield, Minn.: The Hayfield Publishins 
Co., 1962), p. 42. 

In "Parents' Rights" (unpublished paper 
[The Board of Parish Edumtioo, The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, 1949], p.1), A. C. 
Mueller says: "God willed the oamral parent• 
child relationship as the proper sphere of edu­
cation. He also endowed parents with a capacity 
for lovins their offspring, and children with a 
capacity for loving their parents. • • • There is 
almost universal agreement amons men that the 
ducy of caring for children is first of all and 
primarily a parental duty." 

In the same vein, Donald R. Picbaske, ''The 
primary role of parents in Christian education 
can also be supported on the basis of psycholog­
ical insights. There is hardly a theory of per­
sonality development from Freud ID Rosen that 
does not place strong emphasis oo the critical 
nature of the bond between primary parent and 
infant in the child's development." "PoUDda­
tiom for Curriculum: Theological and Educa­
tional,'' unpublished paper (The Lutheran lnier­
l}'llodical Parish Education Commime, 196,), 
p. 6. 

through whom the Messianic promise or 
covenant and the holy commandments were 
to be passed on and preserved, thus giving 
the family a definite theologiail assign­
ment (Ps. 78:1-8).111 The parent was to 
be ready and willing to rehearse to the 
child the great things God had done for 
His people (Joshua4:l-7). The spiritual 
lineage, like the familial lineage of God's 
people, was to remain unbroken. 

The Old Testament ''Wisdom Books" 
appear to have been used as manuals for 
the teaching of lsmclite youth. Proverbs 
stresses the pedagogiail principle that "the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis­
dom." 10 The educative wk echoes through 
all of Deuteronomy (6:1-9; 11:18-21). 
While memorization was important, learn­
ing through daily living is also dearly 
spelled out. 

According to the Old Testament pattern, 
it was through the parents that the child 
was to learn of God's love and care and so 
get a sense of security; to learn God's 
Word and truth and get a sense of author­
ity; to learn right from wrong and so get 

a proper sense of mor.ility; to learn how to 

commune with God and so get the highest 
privilege of which man is capable, worship. 

There is no explicit mention of schools 
in Jewish life until after the cxile.11 The 
place of learning was the home in the ear­
liest period. Instruction was in the hands 
of the parents, and teaching in the home 

111 Kouaon, pp. 18, 39, 42. 

11 See ,;,.i, in Hebrew lexioDm. Job 28:28; 
PL 34:11; 111:10; 119:38; ProY. 1:7; 2:,. 
9:10; 14:27; 1':33. 

1T Most authorities belieft that the lfll&S03 
is DO older than the Babylooiao Ezile (L Sonne, 
"S,nasoaue," TIJ• llllffllrwld1 Didio--, of IIJe 
aw., 4 CNuh•ille: Abiosdoa Prea. 19621 
478--480.) 
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continued tO play an important pa.rt in the 
whole of the Biblical pe.riod. The Talmud 
speaks of the father's .responsibility to in­
culcate the lnw, to teach a trade, and to 
get his son married. 

In the New Testament there is a blend­
ing of instruaion and discipline in the 
concept f,aitlcia, the basic te.rm for nunure. 
Bauer-Arndt-Gingrich defines the noun as 
"upbringing, training, insuuaion, • . . 
chiefly as it is attained by discipline, cor­
reaion. • • ," 18 The apost0lic injunctions 
concerning nurture a.re in practically every 
instance directed to the father although not 
to the exclusion of the mother (Eph. 6: 
1-4). While nu.rm.re is not .restricted to 
the family, the home is always especially 
mentioned, also in the .regulations fo.r bish­
ops and deacons. The teaching, learning, 
correaing, and guiding a.re closely asso­
ciated with all interpersonal relationships 
in the Christian community. (Col 3:12-25; 
Eph. 5:21-6:4) 

The content and character of paitleia is 
indicated by the phrase "in the Lo.rd," that 
is, direaed to spiritual and moral goals. 
"In the Lo.rd" is closely related to the 
Pauline phrase "in Christ'' and denotes 
that Cllristian teaching is related to a 
grace-faith-love theology. 

It was funetional as well as noetic, as the 
many examples in New Testament letters 
disclose_ Jesus Himself asked fo.r more than 
knowledge, and He disapproved sharply of 
mere academic or cultic .religion (Mat-

11 William F. Amdt and F. Wilbur Gias­
rich, A Gn•l,-B•1lish u1tkofl of th• Nn, T•s­
,.,,,.,,, (Cbicaao: Unive.rshy of Cbicaao Prea, 
19,7), p. 608. See abo Georg Bertram, 
"ffadlric:111," Thnlo,udl.s Tl'6r1Mblld, '"'"' N- T.,,_.,,,, ed. Gerbud Kiuel und Ger­
bard Friedrich, V (Smttprt: W. l(oblb•mmer 
Verlag, 19,,c,, ,96-624. 

thew 23, etc.). He insisted that faith 
works by love and demanded fruits u 
proof (Matt. 7:20; John 15:1-17). Afr.e.r 
the footwashing He told His disciples: 
"If you know these things, blessed a.re you 
if you do them" (John 13:17). "By this 
all men will know that you a.re My dis­
ciples, if you have love for one another" 
(John 13:35). It is not mere truth that 
the apostles seek as the goal of nurture but 
doing the truth in love (Eph.4:11-16). 
Christ emphasized that true discipleship is 
a chain of .relationships: John 15:9-10, "As 
the Fnthe.r has loved Me, so have I loved 
you; abide in My love. If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My love, 
just as I ha"e kept My Father's command­
ments, and abide in His love." Religious 
information is not enough. "Befo.re infor­
mation about Ch.rist turns into belief, 
power, action, the Holy Spirit must act." 11 

The whole Christian community, including 
parents, are t0 be the agents of the Spirit. 
The curriculum for the fi.rst disciples was 
a person-to-person relationship with Quist. 
Christian nurture today is an exposure of 
people to persons who know Jesus as 
Savior and Lord and rejoice in the grace 
of God that has given them new life. 
When parents recognize that the everyday 
relationships of the home a.re part of the 
educational curriculum, then they begin to 

understand Christian nurture. 
'The New Testament," w.rites William 

Barclay, "lays down no kind of curriculum 
of training for the child, knows nothing 
about .religious education and nothing 
about schools; for the New Tesmment is 
certain that the only training which really 
matters is given within the home, and that 
there are no teache.rs so elfeetive for good 

11 Harms, Sp;,;, of Porwr, p. 7. 
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