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The grea,test danger 
for the 

American church 
"Many Protestants conceive of the 

greatest potential danger to the church as 
lying outside the church. For them it lies 
in the order of our society, in the claims 
and actions of world Communism, or in 
what they feel are the grand designs of 
Roman Catholicism for the world. 

"But the greatest danger to the church 
in America lies in many of the church 
members themselves. It lies in members 
thinking of their membership as socially 
special rather than spiritually unique. It 
lies in people refusing to confront the 
Gospel while living what they are certain 
are religious lives. It lies in congregations 
characterized by social activities, in and 
out of the church building but always with 
a cultural veneer of religion, rather than by 
personal priests before God whose life is 
distinguished by the unique relationship 
that God has granted them. Congrega
tions today often give evidence of being 
busier than ever, but busyness is not neces
sarily an indication of spiritual life and 
work in Christ." 

Which •J will the church go in the 21st 
antury7 

". . • I think it will take more than the 
few yean remaining before the 21st cen
tury to accomplish so radical a shift in the 
orientation of the institutional church. Re
peated practice sinks a deep furrow, and 
we have been treading deeper and deeper 
for so long that it will take a tremendous 
effort, plus tho 

full 
blcssing of God, to 

effect a shift. • • • The big question mark is 
you and me. Ultimately we have a respon
sibility and an accountability to the Lord 
of the church that cannot be avoided." 

Excerpts from Richard Sommerfeltl.1 
paperback The Church of the 21st 
Century, a call for action to prepar~ 
for the future. 103 pages, $1.50. 
Order No. 12U2246· from Con
cordia. 

Declaration of 
Dependence 
"The prayers that we send to Him 

every day; our moments of silent commum
cation with God when we awake from 
sleep in the morning asking Him to help us 
approach with faith and hope and courage 
the tasks of the coming day; that difficult 
problem which you have been evading ~at 
with which you will have to come to grips 
today; that test in school or in the per
sonnel office which may weU decide your 
future; that hospital visit which will tear 
your soul to shreds with helpless love and 
agonized sympathy; your humble, simple 
grace at table - these are declarations of 
dependence, our repeated acknowledge
ments that without Him we could never 
face it, without Him we would never 
make it." 

From John Baumgaertner's paper
back Declaration of Dependence, 
with 17 sermons for national holi
days - Thanksgiving 10. Indepen
dence Day 3. Labor Day 2. National 
Holiday 2. 6X9. $2.00. Order 
No.12U2248, Concordia. 
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Editorial + 
COMMENCEMENT, CONVENTIONS, AND 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

In some respects this month's CoNCORDIA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY is a continua
tion of the issue for December 1964, which was prepared in advance· to appear at the 
time of the observance of the 125th anniversary of the founding of Concordia Seminary. 
The essays presented now represent a selection of the papers and addresses given at 
the aaual celebmtion on 8 and 9 December 1964. 

Io 

distinction 

from the authors presented in December, however, all of whom are 
seminary faculty members, the contributors of the current set of anniversary essays 
are a parish pastor, a church organization executive, a seminary president, and a dean 
of a university divinity school Each of the three major Lutheran bodies in the country 
is represented. 

The papers by Alvin Rogness, C. Thomas Spitz, Jr., and Jerald Brauer were read 
at the theological professors' conference held on 8 December. Adalbert Kretzmann's 
is a condensed version of his address, delivered at the anniversary banquet attended 
by what is called the seminary family, that is, board, faculty, service staff members, 
students, and spouses. 

This issue appears shortly after seminary commencement exercises. Its accmts 
on the parish and on special ministries should challenge the attention both of this year's 
graduates (we hope that it catches up with most of them) and of older alumni as 
they observe the new anniversary of the completion of their own seminary studies and 
their entrance into the work of the church. 

Summer is a favorite season for church conventions. Many of the readers of this 
periodical will be particularly interested in the discussions which will take place at 
the 45th regular convention of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, tO be held at 

Detroit, Mich., in the latter part of this month. The Missouri Synod has always given 
a prominent place t0 theology and ministerial education at its conventions, and this 
one promises not to be an exception. It is sincerely to be desired that the delegates, 
especially those from the ranks of the clergy, be alert and well-informed as to what the 
contemporary issues in theology and theological education really are, so that they an 
speak and act responsibly on them. 

Another church convention that will be watched is that of the Synod of Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches later in the summer. Confronting the SE.C as well as the LCMS 
is the question of the Lutheran Council in the United States of America, the proposed 
successor organization to the National Lutheran Council. Af= all the preparatory work 
that has been done favorable aaion 011 the adoption of the LCUSA amstituti011 is co 
be ezpected. The many discussions tbar have been held, especially at all the 1964 
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EDITOllIAL 

District conventions of the Missouri Synod, have produced much favorable sentiment, 
and no great opposition has been evident. 

Assuming favorable action by the rwo conventions mentioned and by the conven
tion of The Lutheran Church in America next year (The American Lutheran Church 
took appropriate action last October) 1 the new council will, God willing. hold its con
stituting convention in November 1966 and begin operations in January 1967. Aside 
from the other great anticipated benefits the theological forum provided for by the 
LCUSA constitution presents an exciting new prospect. 

But summer is not only for conventions. It is the best time for clergymen in service 
to spend a few weeks in concentrated theological study in order to remain abreast, 
increase their competence, and prepare for the new tasks that lie ahead. The subject of 
continuing education came up at Concordia's 125th anniversary also. At noon on 
9 December upwards of 200 professors, church executives, local clergy and press repre
sentatives assembled for an anniversary luncheon at which the presidents of the three 
major Lutheran bodies engaged in a panel discussion on "Interaction Between Seminary 
and Church." Two of the comments are apropos here. Dr. Frederick Schiotz of The 
American Lutheran Church said: 

The seminary's ministry should reach out to the pastors in the parishes. Never was it 
more necessary than now. Jo the church I serve there has been a sharp increase in the 
emotional disturbance of pastors durins the fast two years. Io consulting wuh psychiatrists 
and psychologists, I am told that this is true also in other vocations. From this we must 
conclude that we live in a time when people live under excessive pressure situations. As 
submarines must equalize the pressure from without by increasing the pressure in the cabin, 
so the pressures of life must be equalized by a strengthened cushioning faith. We shall 
have to look to our seminaries to provide opporrunity for our pastors to come aside and 
to rest for a while. The renewal of the mind through study and the renewal of the heart 
in worship and adoration provides a rest. 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry stated: 

The church has the rishr to expect its seminaries to equip men with theology that has feet, 
feet to walk out into the actual world of men. I grant you that relevance has become a kind 
of fetish in religious circles lately. Ir has gone so far that I am often tempted to suspect 
that some people are looking for social relevance as a kind of compensation for the in
security they have as to the personal relevance of the Gospel which they have been taught. 
Whether that reflection is justified or not, any theology that is segregated, from now on 
is going to be emasculated. Theology needs to breed a faith that can interpenetrate every 
one of the disciplines of the mind. 

The increasing numbers of pastors, professors, chaplains, missionaries, executives, 
and others that have been enrolling in summer courses bear witness to the fact that 
the seminary serves both of the purposes mentioned by the two church presidents. 
In terms of quarter centuries Chapter VI of Concordia Seminary's history is beginning. 
Its message 

promises 
to be interesting. A. 0. P. 

6

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 36 [1965], Art. 31

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol36/iss1/31


	Editorial
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1652385603.pdf.bfs6A

