
Concordia Theological Monthly Concordia Theological Monthly 

Volume 36 Article 17 

4-1-1965 

Editorial Editorial 

Herbert T. Mayer 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm 

 Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Mayer, Herbert T. (1965) "Editorial," Concordia Theological Monthly: Vol. 36, Article 17. 
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol36/iss1/17 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from 
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor 
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol36
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol36/iss1/17
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol36%2Fiss1%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol36%2Fiss1%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol36/iss1/17?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol36%2Fiss1%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


CONCORDIA 
THEOLOGICAL 

MONTHLY 

The Church in God's Eternal Plan: 
A Study in Ephesians 1:1-14 

VICTOR A BARTLING 

The Biblical Basis of Mission 

ROLAND E. MILLER 

The Self-Understanding of the Church 

MARTIN L KRETZMANN 

Relations with Missions and Sister Churches 

CARLA GAERTNER 

Theological Education in East Asia 

A. M. AHLSCHWEDE AND A C. REPP 

VolXXXVI 

Mammnn for Moravian Missions 

WILLIAM J. DANKER 

Theological Observer 

Book Review 

April 196.5 No.4 

1

Mayer: Editorial

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1965



For paslDr, clwrr:h"mff, famUy, student 
A notable dail.y worship guide linked with the best 
of the t:hu1!cl,,'s worship herill1ge 

You read the Propers on Sunday ••• 
what about your worship life 
~ other 6 days of the week? 

'C,.. Dai()' 0//ia otrera you a usable, 
modem metbocl of living daily the ac:canta 
of the chmcb. year. In one aource designed 
to meet apace-age lltandarda of utility, eaae 
of uae, and completenea you can find mom
ms and evening l"Mdinp baNd on the best 
of the •ndent rnm.tu,.n chmcb.'a wonbip 
:rmoarca ad forms. 

Preaenea method. of the put in direct, 
mocJem fonnat. 
~ou don't ban to be a liturgical expert to 
1lnd yoma1f at home in an entila :,ear'■ 
wanbip re■olll'cea in 27,a Daily 0//ia. Yet 
fte Daily 0/lb re8ecta the higbest of the 
chmcb.'• wonbip tradition both in 11.avor 
and method. 27,a Daily 0//il:e give■ every 
Chrletian a pr■ctical way of ~ in the 
llldint chmcb.'• tz:ied-and-povan peraona1 
. wamhlp palbwx-. 

Mnmlns amt Bnnlns Wonhlp 
taroaearmme 

u. ~ OJJlcw ■dapm and cond- tbe 
.,, .. ,,, cimtdi' .. appoinbacl hoarJy ,-dmp 

-

Imo cJa1bw- Me1hw and Ve■pa. 'I1Mt autbiar 
baa nrwnlad • ft■t cmocmt; of "PRdftlcm■J 
. mamw In an ammi Qalml t.bat pata 
,...,,. am -.,n .... at ,oar bprtipa 
wltli•a 11d11lo51c of ~ and out
alda---. 

:enc = 

The anatomy of this modem venlon dl 
an ancient church resource. 
+ All 160 Paalma-a98igned to "the weelal 

and feast days of the church, reflectins 
the Introits and.Graduals 

+ O/fice Hymns-translations of ancient 
Latin and Greek hymns of the church 

+ Canticln-Plastic bookmarks containillll 
the Vusicl~s, U,c V mm, and the Canticla 
eliminate back-paging for the Ordinariu 

+ Scriptv.rc Readi7'ga-aelections widely 
used by all Christian communities. I111-
cludea a brief-text (Spncd&vera) from eacll 
daily selection 

+ Pra11er1-Lita7'UB and Collects. Includes 
newer additiona in the traditional pattern 

+ Prim,, Terc,, Sm, None, Compline-
original texts are included as an appendix 

Add the dally accent■ of the church 
year and the vigor of a dally wonbip 
pattern to your life • 

Order The Daily 0/fi.ce, one for you and one 
for your staff. 

78' pa,-. 4K :ii: 7, IJldla paper, 'bond 
Vbayl CO'ftll', Order No. 8UION, '10.00 

M.-occo COftl', 0rds No. IM087, fll.75 

0 + d. £!) ncor 1a 
Pll&laNI- HOU■■ 

n. LOJII■, ■l■■DUal UI I■ 

A GROWING llllfl■Ta'I llf •allfT ., 'IS.Altl 

2

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 36 [1965], Art. 17

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol36/iss1/17



CONCORDIA 
THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY 

Volume XXXVI April 196.5 Number 4 

PNblisheJ. b'J 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD 

BtlileJ. b'J 

THE FACULTY OP CONCORDIA SEMINARY 

SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 

CoNCOJlDIA TuEOLOGICAL MON'IHLY is published monthly, except July-August bimonthly, 
by 

Concordia 
Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St.Louis. Mo. 63118, to which all 

buliDC11 correspondence is to be adclressed. $3.50 per annum, anywhere in the world. p.yable 
in adVaDCe. Second-clau postqe p.id at St. I.ouis. Mo. 

CONCOB.DIA PUBLISHING HOUSB 

IAINT LOUIi, KIIIOURI 
____ .... 

3

Mayer: Editorial

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1965



Contents 
Editorial 195 

The Church in God's Eternal Plan: A Study in Ephesians 1:1-14 198 
VICl'OR A. BARTLING 

The Biblical Basis of Mission 205 
ROLAND E. MILi.EB. 

The Self-Understanding of the Church 230 
MARTIN L KRB'I'zMANN 

New Teswnent Teachings and 20th-Century Church Practice with Special 
Reference to Relations with Missions and Sister Churches 239 

CARL A. GABllTNEB. 
Theological Education in East Asia 243 

AKmUR M. AHLSCHWEDB AND ARnlUR C. RBPP 

Mammon for Mo.ravian Missions 251 
WILLIAM J. DANKER 

Theological Observer 261 

Book Review 278 

EDITORIAL COMMITI'EE 

VICl'OB. BARTLING, PAUL M. BRBTSCHBR 

ALPlUID O. PUBRBRINGER, GEORGB \V, HOYBR, HERBBRT T, MAYBR 

AR11IUR CARL PIBPKORN 

LEWIS \V, SPl'l'Z, GILBBB.T A. nllBLB 

l!ddn11 ,dl ,om,,,,,,,iutia,u lo 11# Bdilori4l Commill•• ;,. ur• of 
H,rl,.,, T. M•1.,, 801 D• Mn Jf11,., SI. Lo,ns, Mo. 6310, 

CoNCOBDIA THBoLOGICAL MON111LY now tWtlildbl• on Miaofilm 

One of the most pressing problems facing lib.raries today is adequate storage 
space for the ever-increasing .flow of publicadons. To help lib.rarians plagued 
with this problem we have entered into an agreement with University Microfilms, 
Ann Arbor, Mich., to make CoNCOBDIA THEOLOGICAL MONmLY available to 
lib.raries in microfilm form. Microfilm makes it possible for lib.raries to use and 
srme an entire volume of ,12 issues of this magazine on a single rolL 

Por further details concerning purchase and date when volumes will be 
available, write to University MiaofiJms, 313 N. Pint Street, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

4

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 36 [1965], Art. 17

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol36/iss1/17



Editorial + 
THE QUIEr REVOLUTION 

AMIDST ALL fflB fflEOLOGICAL TUMULT AND SHOUTING OF OUR DAY, a quiet 
revolution has been talcing place in the church in the area of mission thought and 
practice. This issue is devoted to a discussion of this revolution, for it will also be the 
chief topic at the 1965 convention of The Luthemn Church - Missouri Synod in Detroit 
from June 16 to 26. The convention theme is mken from our Lord's mission command 
"Even so send I you." The articles by Victor Bartling, Martin L Kretzmann, and Roland 
Miller set out some of the basic theological principles for the mission task, while the 
articles by Carl A. Gaermer and William J. Danker, combined with the direct reports 
from men in the field, explore some of the practical sides of these words. 

Two questions will present themselves to many readers of this issue. They will ask, 
first, "\'Uhat is new and different about this mission revival?" and second, "How do 
denominational loyalties harmonize with current mission thinking?" 

It appears to us that the new element in contemporary mission thought and practice 
does not lie in the fact that the tail is beginning to wag the dog. This has been one 
of the happy side effects of every mission revival in the church's history. Again and 
again the "home" church has been roused from complacency or has been forced to 

subject cherished views and pmctices to searching Biblical reexamination by develop
ments in the "foreign" fields. Many a "domesticated" church body has been led to search 
its heart and to try its ways through the insights of foreign workers. 

The new element in the contempomry mission revolution, as we see it, lies in the 
strong emphasis on the role which the individual believer must play in God's mission. 
"Even so send I 10•," said our Lord, and His finger points directly at each of us, like 
the finger of Uncle Sam in a famous recruitment poster for another army and a dif
ferent war. 

Dozens of books on the nature of the church and its mission taSk really turn out 
to be books on the call of each Christian to a place in God's mission. The plea. one 
hears today is to warm and fire God's people, wherever they may be and whatever their 
secular vocation, so that they may function as those who have been chosen for the sake 
of those who are still wandering in spiritual darkness. All Christians are to be full-time 
heralds of the King who is coming again soon to draw down the curtains of time on 
the drama of life as we know it. 

The traditional caste division between clergy and laity has been analyzed and has 
often been found to be more rigid than the presaiptive Biblical materials demand. (See 
Maynard Dorrow, "Church Ministry and Mission Fields," CONCOBDIA THEoLOGICAL 

MONTHLY, XXXV [Sept. 1964], 455--469.) 
This understanding of the call of each Christian to the mission, while not new to 

the mind of the church, has the important consequence today of .focusing om attention 
011 the real heart of the cburch's missioo. The need of the church will not be met by 
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196 EDITORIAL 

better organization or by bigger organizations in and of themselves. The real need 
of the church, once it has discovered anew that it is people and that its task is missions, 
is a growing number of individuals who have heard and answered the lord's question, 
''What do you think of Me?" 

People must search their beans before answering, and when they do this they 
discover what they are by nature before God. This discovery of personal sin-filledness 
and spiritual bankruptcy leads to renewed and deepened appreciation of the inexpressible 
grace of God poured forth in His Son Jesus Christ. This daily existence under God's 
judgment and grace. this daily experience of bondage and deliverance, has always been 
the nuclear power for the church's mission. 

This is the perennial and daily experience of the gift of life to take the pl:i.ce of 
our death. Martin Luther described the tension which results in great spiritual power 
in the following words: 

What is more contradictory than to sense fear and horror before the wroth of God 
and at the same time to hope in His steadfast love? The first is hell, the second is heaven; 
and Jet in the heart these two must be joined as closely 1as possible. Specubtivcly they 
can be joined very easily; but practically it is the most difficult thing in the world to 

join them together •••• " {l.llth•r's Woris, XXVI [St. Louis: Concordia, 1963]1 pp. 339 f.) 

He expressed the same key understanding of the church's need in anod1er sentence when 
he described the person who could righdy divide Law and Gospel as truly deserving 
of the tide of Doctor of Theology. 

All who share this understanding of sin and grace are charged by God with personal 
responsibility to participate in Christ's mission to the world. "Even so send I you!" 

The second question, "How do denominational loyalties harmonize with current 
mission thinking?" is not easily answered and certainly not lightly to be dismissed as 
irrelevant, either by those who wish to dissolve all denominational lines or by those 
who see their denomination as the real church. The question is specially pressing for 
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, characterized as it is by a deeply imbedded 
devotion to the truth of Scripture and to the symbolical books which give systematic 
expression to this truth. (Cf. Oswald C. J. Hoft'mann1 "Missouri Lutherans and Ecu
menical Concerns," Chns1ilmil1 To""11 IX Uao. 291 1965), pp. 17 f.) 

A casual reader of some of the articles in this issue might receive the impression 
that one or the other contributor is suggesting a blithe abandonment of such confes
sional and denominational allegiance, at least in the non-Western fields of the church's 
missioo. This is not their intention. 

Non-Western missionaries are caught in the middle of the quiet revolution, as well 
u in some very violent and bloody political, social, and cultural revolutions. Their 
concern is to muster the full power of God in the place where they are and to keep purely 
human ideas and preconceptions out of His way. As Carl A. Gaertner points out, they 
have discovered broad areas of theological agreement with other missionaries, which 
their sponsoring Scateside churches have not yet been able to dismver or admit. Under
standably, this discovery of agreement is particularly aue of Lutheran workers from 
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EDITORIAL 197 

various American and European churches, but it also aosses Lutheran confessional lines 
in many ways. The missionaries are determined that the church be itself where it is, 
rather than a possibly abortive copy of some American denomination, with its unique 
historically and culturally conditioned patterns and structures. 

They are pleading, we would think, for the right to be the church and are hoping 
that their Stateside brothers will help them in this effort. To put the idea in other 
words, circumstances have forced them to look at the concept "denomination" primarily 
from the perspective of the one holy catholic and apostolic church, rather than from the 
opposite perspective which, over the years, has characterized so much American 
ccclesiological thinking. ( See James W. Mayer, "The Church as the People of God United 
in the Word of God," CoNCORDIA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY, XXXIII [Nov. 19621. 
658-669.) 

We doubt that denominational alignments and confessional groupings are going 
to disappear under the impact of the current mission revival. We doubt that many 
sober non-Western workers are hoping for this to happen. It may well be that some 
denominations have outlived their usefulness in God's mission and should be absorbed 
or amalgamated. Others surely have not. They still have valuable theological and prac
tical contributions to make as denominations. But as missionaries view themselves and 
the church where they arc primarily in terms of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
church, as they sec doors opening wide which seemingly only man can dose to the 
Word of God, they become anxious to share their insights and their deep convictions 
with their brothers all over the world. Our hope is that this issue may help Western 
and non-Western Christians to understand each other more fully as together they 
rededicate themselves to being God's mission in a darkling world. R T.M. 
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