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246 BlUEP STUDIES 

before, but as the more couraseous and pro
gressive spoke up, large numbers of others 
found themselves agreeing. So strong did 
this movement of constructive and Christian 
self-criticism prove to be that, unless future 
sessions of the council hinder it, we may 
expect an impressive renewal of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the years to come. 

This is a much more optimistic forecast 
than most observers would have made before 
the opening of the council. Yet it must be 
remembered that it is only a forecast. So far, 
little has been definitely decided. 

Only five of the 70-odd schemas prepared 
for the council have actually been discussed. 
Of these, only a portion of the one on the 
liturgy has been approved in final form. The 
remainder, with the exception of a minor 
one on modern means of communication, 
proved too conservative for the bishops. They 
will be redrafted during the nine-month in
terval between the sessions, and the toW 
number of schemas will be reduced to 20. 

At present no one knows how well this 
work of revision will be done, or what will 
happen to the new drafts once the council 
reassembles. The forces of reaction are still 
powerful 

Further, much depends on the health and 
future decisions of Pope John XXIII. He 
has shown great vision and courage in calling 
the council and allowing it freedom, but 
whether he-or a possible successor-will 
continue the present policies cannot of course 
be known with certainty, even though we 
may hope and pray. 

Two Brrors: o.,,,,,.s,im111ing tmtl 
Untl•.slit1U11i11g 

Even at its most successful, this council 
will not bring the dramatic results which 
some have wrongly anticipated. 

It will not. first of all, unite all Christian 
churches. lloman Catholics continue to claim 
that their dopu are unalterable, while the 
churches of the Reformation are IS firmly 
opposed IS ever to what they consider the 

dangers of recent Marian dogmas and papal 
infallibilit) •. 

In the second place, as many Roman Cath
olics themselves emphasize, a council cannot 
by irself creare new life. Ever)-thing depends 
on how its decisions are carried out. For this, 
prayer, dedication, and openness to the guid
ance of the Holy Spirit arc necessary. 

Yet, while it is a mistake to expect too 
much from this council, it is equally wrong 
to underestimate the transformation which 
has already taken place. As has often been 
pointed out, the presence of non-Catholic 
observers in the secret assemblies of the 
Roman Catholic Church would have been 
unthinkable even a very few years ago. To 
be sure, the decision to invite them was in 
a way a response to similar invitations in the 
recent past to Roman Catholics from the 
World Council of Churches, but that does 
not make it any less important. 

Some of the bishops have laughingly com
plained that we observers know more about 
what is happening than they do. There may 
be some truth in this. We have not only 
attended the same sessions - and been given 
the same documents-as they, but we have 
also had special briefings and translators to 
help us when the Latin used in the council 
sessions is difficult to understand. We have 
been consistently treated as Christian brothers 
whose common baptism and loyalty to Christ 
must be respected u more important than the 
differences which divide us, serious though 
these are. 

Most moving of all, we have been en
trusted to an astonishing extent with in
formation about the inner difficulties of the 
Roman Catholic Church in the confidence 
that we will use this knowledge with Chris
tian love and understanding rather than 
maliciously. 

It should not be thought that this new 
lloman Catholic ecumenicism is simply 
a matter of kindly feelings, of greater friend
liness. The ecumenicists among the bishops 
know very well that the improvement of 
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relations with other Christians requires hard 
work. It means, for example, taking seriously 
Protestant objections to the uaditioaal Roman 
Catholic positions on religious liberty, on 
mixed marriages, even on proselytism in the 
mission fields. Ia view of the strength that 
these ecumenicists have shown, there is a real 
possibility that effective aaioa will be taken 
on some of these points, especially on re
ligious liberty. 

Yet, important as ecumenical progress is, 
the most significant work of this council is 
in the inner, Christian renewal of the Roman 
Catholic Chu.rch itself. Thus the schema on 
liturgy, whose basic principles have alrcady 
been approved, encourages the active part.ici
patioo of the congregation in worship, places 
greater emphasis than in tbe past on the 
centrality of Christ, on the Bible and on 
preaching, and opens the door to much 
greater use of the vernacular. All this may 
in the long run profoundly affect Catholic 
piety and life. 

Motlnn Bibliul Rest!11reb Wins II Yielor, 

However, it may well prove that the most 
decisive event of the first session was the 
outcome of the debate on Scripture and 
tradition. On Nov. 20, the progressives suc
ceeded in rallying nearly tw0 thirds of the 
2,200 bishops present apiast a highly con
servative schema on Scripture and tradition. 
"On this day," someone said, "the Catholic 
Church decided to eater the 20th century." 
The attempt to roll back the great advances 
made by Roman Catholic Biblical scholars in 
recent decades was defeated. 

We may hope and pray that from now on 
these scholars will feel even freer to use the 
tools of modern research which are doing 10 

much to help Christians of all denominations 
recover the full riches of the original Biblical 
message. This more than anything else can 
narrow the gap between the confessions. 

In many areas, though of course not all, 
Protestant and Roman Catholic students of 
the Bible find themselves qreeing more and 

more. The crucial controversies regarding 
faith, justification, merit, and works are be
ing carried on with much greater mutual 
understanding as both sides recognize more 
fully the many dimensions of the New Testa• 
ment message, and as they perceive that the 
eschatological hope for the salvation of the 
world - and not simply of individuals -
is far more central to the Gospel than either 
side has traditionally taught. 

Discussion is arising even on the doarine 
of the church, for both Roman Catholics and 
Protestants are beginning to see that they 
have in the past failed in different ways to do 
justice to all that is involved in the unity 
which is in Christ. 

This vote was important for the role of 
the Bible in the Roman Catholic Church 
in yet another way. What was rejected was 
also an effort to emphasize the independent 
importance of tradition over against Scrip
ture. \Vie may therefore hope that the revised 
statement will leave room for those Roman 
Catholics who are trying to give a real 
primacy to the Bible. There would he noth• 
iog novel in this. The weight of the first 
thousand years of church history is in favor 
of it. 

What the bishops' decision favored, in 
other words, is not simply modernization in 
the understanding of the Bible, but the best 
kind of modernization-the kind which is 
also a return to the sources of the Christian 
faith. We do not know how far this .return 
to the sources will go, but the door has been 
left open for at least some substantial im
provement. 

Even though these developments will noc 
lead in the fomeeable future to the union 
of the churches, their imponance for non
Catholics in genenl and Lutherans in par
ticular is tremendous. 

If the process which bu DOW mrted COD• 

tinues, we may he confroared surprisingly 
soon with a mnsformed Catholicism which 
we shall have to recognize u much more 
dearly Christian than that to which we have 
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been accustomed. In some ways and places, 
it may become more effective than we are in 
bringing the SoOd news of love, peace, and 
salvation to the world. Having overcome 
much of its authoritarian rigidity and intel
lectUal arterioKlerosis, it may prove a much 
more uncomfortable and disturbing factor in 
our pastoral and theological work than it has 
been in most of the Protestant past. 

If this happens, it will be all to the good. 
But it may take a very special measure of 
grace to recognize this and to respond as 
Christians should - with joy and willingness 
to learn, even while faithfully continuing to 
witness to those uuths which have been com
mitted to us, the heirs of the Reformation. 

Rome, Italy 

Mi11mi, P/4. -Members of the new Miami 
Lutheran Refugee Committee, an inter-Lu-

theran group which will administer ri Lu
theran Immigration Service aid program for 
needy Cubans, named an acting director and 
a temporary executive committee at an or
ganization meeting here. The Rev. E. F. 
Gruell, a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
pastor who served a mission congregation in 
Cuba and has been in charge of a relief 
center for refugees in the Miami area, was 
designated acting director of the expanded 
program. 

The LIS has received grants from the Na
tional Lutheran Council, $40,000, and the 
Board of \Vorld Relief of the Missouri 
S)•nod, $30,000. These funds, with $10,000 
from the 1962 LIS budget, are earmarked 
for the first year of the program, which is 
designed to provide material aid and social 
services for about 700 families. The immi
gration service is jointly sponsored by the 
NLC and the Missouri Synod. 
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