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Faye and Lindbeck: Brief Studies

BRIEF STUDIES

relations with other Christians requires hard
work. It means, for example, raking seriously
Protestant objections to the traditional Roman
Catholic positions on religious liberty, on
mixed marriages, even on proselytism in the
mission fields. In view of the strength that
these ecumenicists have shown, there is a real
possibility that effective action will be taken
on some of these points, especially on re-
ligious liberty.

Yet, important as ecumenical progress is,
the most significant work of this council is
in the inner, Christian renewal of the Roman
Catholic Church itself. Thus the schema on
liturgy, whose basic principles have already
been approved, encourages the active partici-
pation of the congregation in worship, places
greater emphasis than in the past on the
centrality of Christ, on the Bible and on
preaching, and opens the door to much
greater use of the vernacular. All this may
in the long run profoundly affect Catholic
piety and life.

Modern Biblical Research Wins a Victory

However, it may well prove that the most
decisive event of the first session was the
outcome of the debate on Scripture and
tradition. On Nov. 20, the progressives suc-
ceeded in rallying nearly two thirds of the
2,200 bishops present against a highly con-
servative schema on Scriprure and tradition.
"On this day,” someone said, “the Catholic
Church decided to enter the 20th century.”
The attempt to roll back the great advances
made by Roman Catholic Biblical scholars in
recent decades was defeated.

We may hope and pray that from now on
these scholars will feel even freer to use the
tools of modern research which are doing so
much to help Christians of all denominations
recover the full riches of the original Biblical
message. This more than anything else can
narrow the gap berween the confessions.

In many areas, though of course not all,
Protestant and Roman Catholic students of
the Bible find themselves agreeing more and
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more. The crucial controversies regarding
faith, justification, merit, and works are be-
ing carried on with much greater mutual
understanding as both sides recognize more
fully the many dimensions of the New Testa-
ment message, and as they perceive that the
eschatological hope for the salvation of the
world—and not simply of individuals —
is far more central to the Gospel than either
side has traditionally taught.

Discussion is arising even on the doctrine
of the church, for both Roman Catholics and
Protestants are beginning to see that they
have in the past failed in different ways to do
justice to all that is involved in the unity
which is in Christ.

This vote was important for the role of
the Bible in the Roman Catholic Church
in yet another way. What was rejected was
also an effort to emphasize the independent
importance of tradition over against Scrip-
ture. We may therefore hope that the revised
statement will leave room for those Roman
Catholics who are trying to give a real
primacy to the Bible. There would be noth-
ing novel in this. The weight of the first
thousand years of church history is in favor
of it

What the bishops’ decision favored, in
other words, is not simply modernization in
the understanding of the Bible, but the best
kind of modernization—the kind which is
also a return to the sources of the Christian
faith. We do not know how far this return
to the sources will go, but the door has been
left open for at least some substantial im-
provement.

Even though these developments will not
lead in the foreseeable future to the union
of the churches, their importance for non-
Catholics in general and Lutherans in par-
ticular is tremendous.

If the process which bas now started con-
tinues, we may be confronted surprisingly
soon with a transformed Catholicism which
we shall have to recognize as much more
clearly Christian than that to which we have
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been accustomed. In some ways and places,
it may become more effective than we are in
bringing the good news of love, peace, and
salvation to the world. Having overcome
much of its authoritarian rigidity and intel-
lectual arteriosclerosis, it may prove a much
more uncomfortable and disturbing factor in
our pastoral and theological work than it has
been in most of the Protestant past.

If this happens, it will be all to the good.
But it may take a very special measure of
grace to recognize this and to respond as
Christians should — with joy and willingness
to learn, even while faithfully continuing to
witness to those truths which have been com-
mitted to us, the heirs of the Reformation.

Rome, Italy

Miams, Fla.— Members of the new Miami
Lutheran Refugee Committee, an inter-Lu-

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol34/iss1/25

BRIEF STUDIES

theran group which will administer a Lu-
theran Immigration Service aid program for
needy Cubans, named an acting director and
a temporary executive committee at an or-
ganization meeting here. The Rev. E. F.
Gruell, a Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
pastor who served a mission congregation in
Cuba and has been in charge of a relief
center for refugees in the Miami area, was
designated acting director of the expanded
program.

The LIS has received grants from the Na-
tional Lutheran Council, $40,000, and the
Board of World Relief of the Missouri
Synod, $30,000. These funds, with $10,000
from the 1962 LIS budget, are earmarked
for the first year of the program, which is
designed to provide material aid and social
services for about 700 families. The immi-
gration service is jointly sponsored by the
NLC and the Missouri Synod.



