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THB lNTBRPllBTBR'S DICTIONARY 

OP nlB BIBLB • 

. 'T~ much preachins has not been preach-
111g: 1t has been a web of fugitive ideas spun 
from the preacher's random thoughts. Preach
ing, by dee very meanins of the word is 
heralding, and no preacher can be a he~d 
unless he knows his commissioned word" 
(p.xx). Tht1 I111erprt11er's Dielionttry of 1ht1 
Bible seeks to provide a comprehensive intro
duction to the present findings of critical Bib
lical studies. By and large, this compendious 
summary of contemporary Biblical scholar
ship, in which 253 contributon most of them . . 
middle-of-the-road in relation to the extremes 
of accept:mce or rejection of modern Biblical 
crit!cism, does an excellent job of making 
available to the discriminating reader the re
sults of half a century of archaeological dis
coveries and investigations of the Biblical 
text. 

The editor, George A. Buttrick, was as
sisted in the overall plannins by Thomas 
S. Kepler, John Knox, Herbert G. May, and 
Samuel Terrien. No pains are spared to make 
the contents accessible to the reader. The user 
of this work will not find himself on a lexical 
merry-go-round. Sound principles of organ
ization provide the reader with a collection 
of the genera of a larger species and at the 
same time offer more detailed separate ueat
ments. Thus the article "Dress and Orna
ments" treats all the cypcs of garments worn 
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by men and women in Bible times, but under 
the heading "Belt" many additional passages 
are discussed. The outline of contents pref
acing the lensrhier articles also makes for 
quick access to the information stored in these 
magnificently printed pages. In addition to 
the 24 multicolor maps at the end of the fint 
volume, the reader will find smaller maps in
serted in articles which incorporate geograph
ical detail. Thus the movements of Abiatbar 
can be traced through the various places men
tioned in the article without reference to the 
larger maps. 

Besides being a dictionary of specific terms 
and names found in the English Bible, this 
work is encyclopedic in scope. The pastor 
will find valuable information and homilcci
cal material under the headings "Lord's 
Prayer" (9 cols.) and "Lord's Supper" 
(8 cols.). Regrettably, the Nunc Dimittis 
and Magnificat are not discussed. For such 
items Hastinss' A Die1io1111ry of Chris, tnUl 
1ht1 Gospt1ls, is still indispensable. The reader 
can learn much about educadon in Biblical 
times from the two articles on the subject 
which cover the Old and the New Testament 

respectively. The two articles on "Biblical 
ThcoloBY" will brins him abreast of modem 
discussions u well u the history of this dis
cipline. Seminary srudena, includins dcsree 

candidates, will find much ezpcrr capsulins 
of the principal areas of aidcal discussion, 
in the articles on the test of the Bible, for in
stance, where 'Tczr, ar:- written by B. J. 
Roberts, rum to 16 columns, and 'Tczr, NT," 

by M. M. Panis, runs to 22. (Note that 
where both Testamena are involved, the Old 
Testament article precedes the trcatmem: of 
the New Testament.) Separate trcatmcnts are 
accorded each of the major c:oclices. Tbe dis
cussion in the article "Number" helps clarify 
many phnscs and pusases with which the in
rerprcrer may apericnce diffic:alry. Unforta-
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26 BlllEP sruDIES 

nately the use of half numbers in Daniel 11nd 
Revelation is overlooked in this article, and 
since other conuibutors use the Dead Sea 
Saolh to good advantage, reference might 

have been made to the si,gni6cant li,ght shed 
on the use of the number 40 by the commu
nity at Qumran (see Kurt Schubert, Th• 
DNll S•• Comm11t1il1 [New 

York, 
19S9], 

pp. l0Sf.). The author of the article, "Rev
elation," might well have smdied the article 
''Number," and observed that the 1,000 years 
in 

Rev. 
20 are probably to be taken symboli

cally like other numbers in the book. Articles 
relating to the Bible and tbe history of issues 
raised in the Biblical literature are in abun
dance. Hence an article on "Manicbeism," 
finds 

inclusion. 
But why not a cross-reference 

under 
Valcntinus, especially since 

"Bui
lidcs, Gospel of' receives separate treatment? 
Both are discussed under "Gnosticism." 

The 

bibliographies appended 

to many 
briefer and to all lonser articles offer the 
reader ample oppormnity to explore further 
the item of bis choice. Some of these biblio1-
raphies arc quite extCDSive. The one under 
''Demon, Demonology" covers almost two 

columns and contains entries under 30 sub
divisions. The clusical student or historian 
of Greek and Roman antiquities will appre
ciate most of the 30 or so entries under 
"Crimes and Punishments." More of the con
tributors might well have followed the lead 
of P. E. Davies (see under "Courage") in re
ferring the reader to further bibliography in 

Arndt-Gingrich, .tf Cd••ll-B•iluh Lni&Ofl of 
lh• Nftl Tnlllmnl. But Davies himself 
would bave been of more help to the reader 
by 1pecifying the Greek words under which 
the student might find in Arndt-Ginsricb the 
further bibliopaphical data. R.cferenca ID 

Emil 
Schiirer'1 

great work on the history of 
the Jew■ in New Teswnent times arc now 
to the German editions, DOW to the Eoslisb 
translation. A. a courtelY to the reader who, 
if be owns Sc:hiirer at all, probably bu only 
one or the other, refereoca m this and other 

notable publications which have undergone 
tr11nslation should have covered both the orig
inal 11nd the tr11nslation. Moreover, under 
"Agrippa" the volume number to a reference 
in Schiirer is missing, and under "Pioselyte" 
no pagination 11t all is given. 

In most cases, as far as we could determine 
from a cursory survey, the bibliographies aim 
at mu:imum helpfulness and include the 
standard works. However, the student desires 
more than a reference to M. R.. James in the 
case of "Andrew and Matthias (Matthew), 

Acts of," especially since "Abraham, Testa• 
ment of' 11nd other articles on the pscudepig
rapha contain more helpful bibliog raphies 
and in most Cll5CS direct him to the complete 
texts. Under "Paul the Apostle" some work 
like W. D. Davies, Pt11tl '""' Rabbini, Juda
;,,,, (London, 1955), should have been cited 
and reference made to its full bibliography 
(pp. 343-349), and certainly E. Norden, 
Apostos Th,os (Berlin, 1923), should not 
have been missing. Under "Form Criticism" 
a listing of at least some of the significant 
critiques of Form Criticism would have been 
welcome, and under "Mirror," in view of 
policies practiced elsewhere in these volumes, 
Norbert 

Hugede'1 work, 
C.. ml1•phor• tl11 

miroir "-s l•s Spilns tl• s,,;,., Pal IIIIJl 

Con,rthins (Neuchatel, Paris, 1957) should 
have found mention. Finally, this reviewer is 
completely mystified by the reference under 
"Zetbar" ID Davis and Gehman, Th• W•ll• 
mmsl11r Dieliour, of lh• Bihl• ( 1944). It 
is annoying to be directed to a work of 
smaller compass when one secures the much 
larger work on the assumption that it will 
offer more than the popular handbook. The 
one line of etymological information given 
by Davis and Gehman might well bave been 
included in the present work. The reference 

here to Paton's Bs1h11r in the 1-,.,,,.,;o..i 
Criliul Com,,,.,.,., series is understandable, 
in 

view 
of the editorial restriction on exces
sive r:ecbaical detail 

The 

full 

range of the aitical Spectrum ii 
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DIUEP STUDIES 27 

represented in these pases. from the careful 
documenaation of the responsibility of Peter 
for the writing of 1 Peter to the documentary 
hypotheses of the Penmteuch. F. F. Bruce is 
cited frequently. and Robert Dick Wilson is 
listed under "Daniel.'" In most cases that we 
have examined, exucme viewpoints arc 
avoided, and the articles in general represent 
moderate majority repons from the world of 
Biblical scholarship, with emphasis on the 
treasure rather than the digging. Thus Allen 
Wikgren is at pains to represent fairly two 

suong lines of interpreaation for the word 
"custodian"' in Gal. 3:24, and in the article 
"Penaiteuch"' D. N. Freedman writes: "'let no 
one, Israelite or Egyptian, or anyone else, 
whether of that time or of any future time, 
delude himself with the notion that wh:lt h:lp
pen

ed 
was natural, or explicable in human 

terms. The decisive, and only truly significant, 
factor was the hand of God."' On the other 
band, in the argument for an early second
century dating of the Epistle of James, under 
"'James, letter of,"' the literary connections are 
presented with unconvincing brevity, in con
trast to a similar discussion on 2 Peter. The 
bibliographies ordinarily offer diversified 
viewpoints, instead of merely echoing the 
contributor's conclusions, and enable the 
reader to pursue a problem with some objec
tivity. Thus, on the Pastoral Letters, Walter 
Lock is cited on the side of authenticity, P. N. 
Harrison t,w contr11. The second edition of 
John (not "'W."') G. Macben's classic, Th• 
Vi,gi• Birth of Chrisl, .finds citation under 
''Virgin Birth."' Indeed, the general tenor of 
the dictionary appears to this reviewer u one 
of reverence and high concera that the Bib
lical messqe be understood on it1 own term1. 

Usen of both the King James and the Re
vised Standard Version will .find this Diaio,,. 
"'7 designed especially for them. Discussions 
of names and terms will be found under the 
form found in the Revised Standard Venion, 
but liberal cross references direct the user of 
the King James Version to discussion of the 

parallel terms found in the Revised Saandard 
Version. In some insaances definitions are re
peated; "Lo-Ammi"' (Hos. 1:9 KJV), for ex
ample, receives subsrantially the same treat
ment as its counterpart "Not My People" 
(RSV). We note, however, that "'Daddeus"' 
(1 Esd. 8:46) is not listed, whereas from the 
same context "'Addo,"' "Saddeus,"' and "'Edes"' 
all receive individual mention with a cross 
reference to "'Iddo." Under "'Adin"' we find 
no reference to 1 Esd.8:32, but 1 Esd. 5:12 
is cited under "Elam."' The editors might 
h:lve alerted users of their dictionary to con
sult the article "Obsolete Terms"' for obsolete 
expressions found in the King James Version. 
In this catch-all article Luther A. Wei&le lists 
approximately 630 terms which might be 
misunderstood by readers unfamiliar with 
Elizabethan English, although he might have 
also included "'sackbut"' (Dan. 3:5, 7, 10, 15), 
"rude" ( 2 Cor. 11: 6, meaning unskilled) and 
"novice"' (1 Tim. 3:6, a beginner in the 
faith). Some of the terms merit and receive 
special treatment, u for example "Knop," 
"Ouches,"' and "'Lancets,"' but without any ap
parent aim at consistency, for "earring"' is 
omitted, u well u "compass" in the phrase 
"fetch a compass" (Acts 28: 13). Under "Sar
dine Stone" the Biblical reference is missiq! 

Developing an acquainaance with these vol
umes is like walking from an old country 
store into a brilliantly lighted 111permarket, 

where everything is neatly stacked with maxi
mum eye appeal. Yet there is an old saying. 
QN•m tlii 0/Ur#fll, J.xi~08'11fJh11t11 /•cm,-,. 
And only the composer of • work like this 

aan appreciate the magnitude of the task and 
the many possibilities of error. A spot check 
SUBBCSts that the conuibutors, editors, and 
proofreaders have done their work with con
siderable care. Nevertbelea, in addition to 
considerations already mentioned, we obsene 
a disturbing lack of consistency in the rende.r
ing of the German •WUllld. The cursory a
amination also mrm up • few names of 
ICholars, including even that of a conuibutm, 
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28 BllIBP mmms 

which are .rendettd incorrectly: Vol. I, p. xvii, 
read Gehman, not: Gchmaan; Vol. IV, fim 
entry of bibliography under "Sepcuagint," read 
P. Wendland, not Wcadlund; in the bibliog
nphy 

under ''Transfi&uration," Riesenfeld, not 
Rilenfeld; 

and, on the very last pase, 
M. S. [!] Emlin is the contributor of "Zoa
trianua, Apocalypse of." Users of the bibliog
nphiea are also advised to check carefully the 
pagination. In the first few pases, we note 

under "Abominacion that Makes Desolate" 
that the reference to G. 1L Beasley-Murray, 
If [!] Co,_,,,.,,,.,, a. Mir/, Thm•n abould 

include p. 61; under "Abraham's Bosom," 
read Stnck-Billerbeck, pp. 225-27. Under 
the word ''Moumiq" it is not dear why only 
pp. 13 and 14 of P. Heinisch's moaognph 
are cited. 

We hesitate to appear captious in catchiq 
these few drops of error out of so va.st a sea 
of learaiq, but if any printed work deserves 
serious 

attention, 
it is this Di,1ionfl'1 , Phra.ses 

like "monumencal book of reference" and 
"priceless contribution of scholarship," trite 
with application to other books, are here lit-
erally true. F'aBDBlllCK W. DANKl!ll 

4

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 34 [1963], Art. 5

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol34/iss1/5


	Brief Studies
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1652119204.pdf.bak7E

