
Concordia Theological Monthly Concordia Theological Monthly 

Volume 33 Article 6 

1-1-1962 

Theological Observer Theological Observer 

John Theodore Mueller 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm 

 Part of the Practical Theology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Mueller, John Theodore (1962) "Theological Observer," Concordia Theological Monthly: Vol. 33, Article 6. 
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol33/iss1/6 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from 
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor 
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol33
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol33/iss1/6
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol33/iss1/6?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


THEOLOGICAL OBSERVER 

THE N.B.B. 

Dr. H. T . Kerr in Theolo11 ToJ., (Octo
ber 1961) discusses Th• N11w English Bibi• 

the meaning of the words, which means that 
the translator must try to say 81 euctly 81 

possible what the original Hebrew or Greek 
which came off the press this year. He states text says. JOHN THBODORB MUELLER 
that almost without exception the new 
translation was "bailed as a brilliant piece of 
Biblical and textual scholarship." Yet he 
speaks also of a "mixed reception" which is 
due to "the changed climate of both religious 
and secular thinking today." "In America," 
he says, "we have since 1946 been getting 
used to the RSV, and with so much success 
that in many areas it has virtually superseded 
the King James." ''New translations of the 
Bible invariably meet with cautious and 
critical appraisal" and "the reason is usually 
sentimental and nostalsic." He believes how
ever that "it is unlikely that either RSV or 
NEB will celebrate a 350th birthday-for 
one thing the English langu.qe is DOW chang
ing more in dea.des than it did in centuries." 
Then too "the old verbal literalism has lost 
its stranglehold • • • and this has freed the 
ttanslaton to translate ideas as well as 
words." The writer closes his article with 
the words: 'The translator's task, like the 
Reformation which did so much ID bring the 
Bible to the people, is a continuing responsi
bility and an unending piJsrimqe. One rea
son why many expect too much and feel dis
appointed with what they get, is because they 
want to jell the Bible into a mold that will 
last 350 years. But we need not only new 
and better translations of the Bible, we also 
need continuing study of the Scriptures to 
interpret them not only hislDrically, gram
matically, textUally, but in such a way as to 
make the Word of Goel living and meaning
ful for our day and age. The interpreter, 
whether he be pulpit pieacher or Sunday 
school teacher, picb up where the tramlau,r 

leaves off." -The "translation of ideas" 
must of course be kept within the scope of 

42 

A UNITARY GOD WITH JESUS 
AS HIS PIRST THEOLOGIAN 

Under this beading Prof. Otto A. Piper of 
Princeton Theological Seminary discusses on 
nearly seven pages in lnt11,t,,111111io11 ( October 
1961) Prof. Guenther Bornkamm's /11rNs of 
N11ZJ1r111h (translated by Irene and Fraser 
McLuskey. Harper and Brothers, New York, 
1960), which, as he stares, has been hailed 
by some American scholars as "the best pres
entation of Jesus that we have" and as an 
"event in the intellectual history of our time." 
From these views he feels himself obliged to 
dissent, though his discussion is in general 
sympathetic and objective. A few sentences 
from the review of the able Prin«-ton scholar 
may help such readers as might desire to 
read the book to orient themselves to Born
kamm's basic thought. Dr. Piper writes: 

In order fully to be understood, Bornkamm's 
book must be read apinst the backyound 
of Bultmann's approach to the Gospels and 
the kerygma. & is well knowa, the eminent 
German scholar eliminara everything from 
the Gospels that is supranatural because talc
iDB it seriously would be incompatible with 
the spirit of modem scieac:e. What is left is 
a Jewish rabbi who proclaimed the coming 
of the Kiqdom. The message of the New 
Teswneat epistles is then demythologized, 
that is, transformed into an esistentialist re
ligion in which a timeless "Christ event" is 
ceatraL Bultmana's JOUDBCr followen have 
learned enough from their master's critia 
ID iealize that his view of faith is dangerously 
close to an 

atheistic existentialism 
l la 

Heidegger or Sartre, that is to say, an atti
tude ia which the iadividual is his own re
deaaer. • • • Borakamm looks ia good 
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mEOLOGICAL OBSERVER. 43 

Kanrian fashion for an auronomous religion: 
certain formal ideas which are consrirurive 
of all rrue religion. • • • This new position 
• • • does nor differ in principle from Bult
mann's. Though fairh is nor necessarily to 

be understood in exisrenri:alisr rerms, nonethe
less the theologian has already arrived u.r the 

knowledge of the religious truth before he 
opened his New Tesramenr, u.nd consequently 

everyrhing in the Gospels rhar is nor fir to 
illusrrare rhis rruth is a priori doomed to be 
rejected. This poinr is particularly obvious 
in Bornkamm's uearmenr of the resurrection. 
. • • Far from proclaiming Himself as the 
Savior or from believing in His divine mis
sion, the Jesus who emerges from the Ger
man theologiu.n's historical research is a rabbi 
or propher who proclaims rhe dawn of God's 
reign and who enjoins everybody ro accept 
the new law if they want ro enrer inro the 
divine kingdom. • • • Bur whereas in the 
ecclesiu.srical 

uu.dirion the 
foundarional func

tion of Jesus consisrs in His lifework cul
minating in His Passion, Bornku.mm desaibes 
it primarily u.s reaching. The larger part of 
his book deals with Jesus' message of the 
dawn of rhe kingdom of God, the will of 
God, and discipleship. 

Dr. Piper wrires ia conclusion: 
There would be no salvation if there were 
no divine activity goins on in this world ar 
the same rime. • • • No wonder that the 
whole New Testamenr should emphasize that 
notwithstanding His rruly human life Jesus 
was the Son of God. The fairh of His fol
lowers, far from beins a misundersrandins of 
this man Jesus, wu experienced as the very 
evidence of His redemptive ministry. Those 
who came into conracr with Him were radi
cally changed in their narure. Thus the oral 
tradition wu passed on by witnesses. They 
vouched for rhe reality of the events, but 
they also bore resrimony to the rcdempdve 
power that manifested itself in the man Jesus. 
Thar is the reuoa why our faith needs borh 
the reliable historical record and also the 
spiritual wirnea rhar apprehended the divine 
messase, spoken in and throup the life of 
Jesus. JOHN THEODORE MUBLLD 

DARB WB FOLLOW BULTMANN 

Under this heading Dr. Walter Kuennerh, 
professor of systematic rheology in Erlangen, 
in Cbris1i•11i11 TOll111 (Oct. 13, 1961) dis
cusses Rudolf Bultmann's airical method 
and then poinrs our a number of reasons 
"why we must oppose Bultmann." According 
to Kuenneth, Bultmann's critical method 
amounts to a rota.I denial of the Christian 
method of salvation as presented in the New 

Tesrament. Thus it denies the kerygma as 
the report of a completed event of salvation. 
For Bultmann there is no incarnation; the 
eterau.l Logos did not assume human Jlesb. 
Under Bultmann's interpretation the funda
mental imporru.nce of the cross of Jesus 
evaporates to the position of being a mere 
sign for the fact that it is worthwhile to bear 
one's own suffering willingly. The Easter 
reporrs are dismissed as legends and, so far 
as faith is concerned, the appearances of the 
Resurrected are dispensable and unessential. 
With this distorted method of interpretation 
it is inevitable that Christian eschatology 
must be demolished. Bultmann srresses: 
""Awaiting the coming of the Son of Man is 
over," for, as be sees it, the expectation of the 
parousia of the early church bas been shown 
to be an error. The concept of the "final day 
of judgment" is merely a mythological way 
of speaking. For Bultmann "Jesus Christ" 
represenrs not a personal living realiry of 
God's saving revelation in the sphere of his
tory but merely a concept, an ideogram, 
a symbol or a principle for the event of con
temporary preaching. Ia conclusion Profes
sor Kueanech says: "The pretentious way to 
which Bultmann directs us, shows iaelf to be 
a wrong way of dangerous heicsy." 

JOHN THBODORB MUBI.LBll 

BRIBF JTBMS PROM THB 

NATIONAL LtJTHllllAN COUNCIL 

N,w Yor.1.-Fiaaacial graaa totaling 
$724,500 have been made by the Ford 
Foundation through the National Lutbena 
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44 THEOLOGICAL OBSER.VD. 

Council to sueogthen and develop the Faculty 
of :Economics at Nommemen University in 

Sumatra. The NLC administers the funds 
under a coopcn.tive relationship bctwccn the 
Council and 

the 
University, which was estab

lished in 1954 by the Bacak Christian Prot
estant Church of IndonesiL The 750.000-

mcmbcr Bacak Church is alliliated with the 
Lutheran World Federation. 

Opened by the Bacak Church in October 
1954, Nommemcn University was named in 
honor of Ludwig I. Nommemen, a mission
ary of Danish nationality who was sent out 
by the Rhenish Mission Society of Germany 
in 1861 and became known IS the "'Apostle 
to the Batab." 

The University's faculty of Economics, 
with about 400 students enrolled, is located 
at 

Medan. 
in northeast Sumaua. With the 

help of the Pord Foundation's grant. daytime 
classes have replaced nisht 1C1Siom at the 
school and a graduate course of study has 
been developed leading to a "'doctorandus" 
desrcc- The Univenity also includes a thco
losical seminary whose campus is located at 
Sianm, a small but relatively modern pro
vincial town between Medan and Lake Toba. 
The seminary has some 150 students. 

Nn, Yori.-Bfforts to construct a new 
$3.000.000 medical center in Tanpnyib
a project being spearheaded by Lutheran 
c:hurchcl-have been aided by a $200.000 
sift from an American Lutheran donor, it 
was announced here. The Rev. Oscar R. 
Rolander, secretary of the Department of 
World Missions Coopention of the Na
tional Lutheran Council. said the donor, who 
asked to remain anonymous, also has sivcn 
$30.000 

toward 
recomuuction of the old 

Lutheran Mission Hospital at Bum.bull in 
northeast Tanganyib. 

Plans to alablish the new 400-bed facility 
at Mosbi, OD the slopes of Mount Kiliman
jaro. were formulaced a ,eat ago IS an out• 
powth of discussions between members of 

the board of the Fedcnr:ion of Lutheran 
Churches of Tanganyib and the Tanganyib 
Ministry of Health. Since that time, the 
Commission on World Mission of the Lu
theran World Federation bas designated ia 
Department of World Mission to assume re
sponsibility for coordination and fund-pro
curcment for the hospital and the project has 
been included in the DWM"s community 
development program. In Tanganyika, lead

ership has been assumed by the Good Samat• 
itan Foundation, an organization primarily 
composed of Lutheran representatives but 
also including other Protestant bodies. 

N•w Yori.-Lutheran World Relief 
shipped 158 cases of medicines valued at 
$81.291 to five counuies in September. The 
medicines, mostly antibiotia, were sent to 
India, 67 cases; Jordan, 52 cases; Malagasy 
Republic (Madapscar), 15 cases; New 
Guinea, 14 cases, and Burma, 10 cases. The 
shipment to Burma was in answer to an 

emergency call to assist victims of devastating 
floods. The other 

shipments 
were part of a 

continuing medical-aid program by the mate
rial aid agency. 

Bernard A. Confer, L WR executive secre
tary, 

said 
the formation this year of a new 

organization, Interchurch Medical Assistance, 
has made it possible for the Lutheran agency 
to 

increase irs overseas 
medical shipments 

substantially. Medicine and medical equip
ment is made available to L WR and several 
other 

Protestant 
relief agencies which support 

the new orpnization. IMA was formed early 
this 

year 
to coordinate the solicitation of 

drup and medical supplies fiom a variety 
of sources. 

LWR. the overseas material-aid arm for 
National Lutheran Council participatina 
bodies and the Board of World Relief of 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. sent 
a total of 7,723,578 pounds of relief goods 
valued at 8675,969 to 12 .countries in 

September. 
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