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454 THE PAPERBACK IN THE PEW

may find affirmations regarding man that
are forcefully set forth and have previously
gone unnoticed. Biblical truths regarding
man may come home in a startling and
penctrating manner through the medium
of drama or fiction.

The novelist will not save us, but he may

well bring us to the knowledge that we

are in need of salvation.S

As James Pike has also said:

Mortion pictures and plays which do not
appear to be the least “religious” may pro-
vide an honest analysis of a human prob-
lem which will so raise the question that
the religious answer will be more relevant
and understandable to our people.”

The images of an individual have been
compared to the four tines of a pitchfork.
The one is the real, “inside” me. One is
the me I think I am — my mask to the
world. One is the self I would like to be.
And there is the final self I ought to be.
The authors of some of the aforementioned
books contend that much preaching and
religious writing is more often concerned
with the last three tines of the pitchfork
than with the first one and that the imagi-
native “secular” literature of our time
shows us man “as he really is.”

Stated positively, much of modern lit-
erature at least points out that man is in
desperate need of salvation. The “popu-
lar” image of man in the world today is
of a man swimming in three feet of water,
casually interested in a nearby boat. At
any time he can stand on his feet and walk
to shore. But the voices of modern fiction
are rather presenting man as struggling in
30 feet of water, where reaching the boat

6 Ibid., p. 16.
T The Christian Century, LXXVII (March
30, 1960), 395.
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is a matter of life and death. Man senses
that he is trapped and needs some kind
of salvation. At the same time the wailing
voices disagree on what the boat is — or
indeed, whether there is any boat in sight
at all.

As we look at these literary portraits of
man we find that types, of course, are not
clear cut. They interplay and merge with
one another. Furthermore, the works cited
— some great and some not so great —
serve simply as examples. While they are
not being recommended to be read for
edification, they may serve to depict pagan
man more clearly to us.

It is also true that these literary images
impinge upon the thinking of our parish-
ioners, who with their countrymen are
reading more than ever before® To a great
extent, they, too, are what they read. Iden-
tification with the hero or the heroine is
a subtle process which may lead to a
rationalization and sanctioning of acts and
points of view portrayed in a plot.

Contemporary man may therefore be
found also among our own people. Ac-
cording to their “old natures,” they repre-
sent a mixed array of images in church on
Sunday morning. To that extent we are
dealing with "the paperback man” in
the pew.

COMPLACENT MAN

As intimated, any image which we

fashion from a purview of current litera-

8 If our parishes are representative of the
mainstream of American life we can expect an
increasingly literate and culturally responsive
parishioner. Figures of the American Libnr_y
Association show books circulated from public
libraries in cities of 100,000 or more i
by 10 million during the past seven years.
production has also grown, one pocket book firm
reporting sales of 700 million copies in the past
20 years.
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ture will be somewhat arbitrary. The
reader may also feel that this or the other
novel fits better in a different category.
But for the purposes of this study some
selection had to be made.

We can speak of the "man of com-
p_hcency." This is the type not only de-
picted in a lead article in Time® about
"Mrs. Suburbia” but also found in our
urban culture. He is often the organiza-
tion man, coddled with creature comforts,
preserved by piety, pills, and psychiatry.1®
“Generous Electric” company has become
the god of apathetic or unconcerned man.

For multitudes among us there is no

vision of a City of God coming down

from the skies, such as appeared to the
author of the book of Revelation. They
have a vision of a vast conjuring trick
coming up from the carth, from the mines
and the factories—a paradise of chro-
mium and ceramics, egg-shaped automo-
biles and layer-cake houses, skyscrapers
made of glass, and clothing made of soy-
beans. They do not need a Day of the
Lord; the General Motors will take care
of all thac! 11

Here is the breakdown of human values.
The machine and the organization replace
the rich human relationships of accept-
ance, affection, and love12

Complacent man is not directly the sub-
ject of an extensive literature, for he is

9 Time, LXXV (June 29, 1960), 14—18.

10 William H. Whyte, Jr., The Organization
Men (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday Anchor
Books, 1956); also, Sloan Wilson, The Man in
the Gray Flannel Suit (New York: Simon &
Schuster, 1955).

11 Halford Luccock, Communicating the Gos-
W”(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1954),
p.97.

”_The poem “The Ecstasy of Mr. Price,” by
Morris Bishop points in this direction.
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essentially self-satisfied. But his image can
be seen in such pedestrian paperbacks as
John McPartand’'s No Down Payment,'®
a raw story of the life of young couples
in suburbia, and in a host of other works
in the not so great category.

However, this life of the falsely secure
man is not all bliss. Burt E. Coody de-
scribes the vague image he has of his
“house of security.”

In it are the rooms of the organization, the
vocation, the job, the family room, the liv-
ing room of social status and entertain-
ment, the den for comfort, relaxation,
sports, the bedroom for sleep and sexual
gratification. The foundation for the whole
structure is money and social status pro-
vided by being a member of the “in-
group.” When these are removed the
whole structure falls, and he is plunged
either into despair or defiance.l4

Although this type of contemporary
man is perhaps the one commonly known
among us, his complacency is actually de-
ceptive, as Coody implies. For close under
the surface of his delicately structured life
the man in the gray flannel suit may be a
figure either of the emptiness and hollow-
ness of life or of one ready to blast out
against his lile world in torrents of
hatred and anger. But basically he “has
neither the desire, the ability, nor the
courage to differ from the patterns of his
organizationally structured existence.”

THE MAN OF DESPAIR

It is not hard to hear the voice of the
“man of despair,” for his lament is con-

13 John McPartland, No Down Paymens
(New York: Pocket Books, 1957).

14 "The New Age and the New Man,” The
Pulpit, XXIX (July 1958), 20.

15 Ibid., p. 19-
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