
Concordia Theological Monthly Concordia Theological Monthly 

Volume 32 Article 11 

2-1-1961 

Theological Observer Theological Observer 

John Theodore Mueller 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm 

 Part of the Practical Theology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Mueller, John Theodore (1961) "Theological Observer," Concordia Theological Monthly: Vol. 32, Article 11. 
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol32/iss1/11 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from 
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor 
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol32
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol32/iss1/11
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol32%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol32%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol32/iss1/11?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol32%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


THEOLOGICAL OBSERVER 

THB JUfflPICATION OP A SINNBll 
BBPORB GOD 

Under this heading the Seollisb ]0Nr1111l of 
Tb.oloi, (September 1960) publishes an 
excellent article on the 11rtiettl111 st11n1is ,, 
ui,111is ,c,l,si11, by Prof. Robert Preus of 
Concordia Seminary, with special considera­
tion of the doctrine "as taught in later 
Lutheran Orthodoxy." Dr. Preus reaches the 
conclusion that "with the forensic justifica­
tion, with the iNslitia a/io1111, with the strong 
emphasis on the validity and reality of the 
imputation, we have the basic elements of 
Lutheran Orthodoxy's doctrine of justifica­
tion. And if the terminology has changed, 
the main strands and emphasis of the Ref­
ormation teaching rem:iin intact." When the 
writer here spe:aks of a ch:inge of terminology 
by the later dogmaticians, he has in mind 
such expressions of Luther, and occasionally 
of the Lutheran Confessions, that justification 
is a divine act by which God mak,s ( italics 
our own) an unrighteous man righteous. 
Against their Roman Catholic opponents the 
later Lutheran dogmatici:ins, above all, Quen­
stedt, whom Dr. Preus quotes frequently, re­
frained from such expressions, because by 
them the Romanists might justify their erro­
neous teaching of justification by inherent 
righteowness. Quenstedt thus writes: ''Those 
to whom the righteousness of Christ is im­
puted are truly righteous, although not in­
herently or by inherence, but imputatively 
and through an extrinsic designation that 
they are such. • • • He who is regarded by 
Goel u righteous is truly righteous." We 
warmly recommend the article for wide and 
careful perusal, since it stresses important 
truths which at this time of widespread loose 
and confused theological presentation should 
be heeded. By the way, when Luther uses 
the phrase 8,r,ebt m11eb,11, he uses it quite 
commonly against the background of his basic 

doctrine that justification is a forensic act, 
which means that God declares a sinner 
righteous for Jesus' sake and thus makes 
him righteous. 

JOHN THEODORB MUELLER 

THE SCOTS CONPESSION OP 1560 
Tb, olo81 Today (October 1960), under 

this heading, presents an interesting analysis 
of the Scottish confession of faith which the 
"Reformation Parliament," upon the sugges­
tion of John Knox and his colleagues, 
adopted on Aug. 17, 1560, and which, 
though superseded in 1647 by the Westmin­
ster Confession, never ceased, as the writer 
states, to hold an honored place in the 
thought of Scottish Presbyterians. Our in­
terest attached especially to the "doctrine of 
secular authority," stated in Article XXIV, 
"Of the Civil Magistrate." We quote in part 
the writer's analysis: 

For all who know even a little of the sub­
sequent history of Scotland and the Scottish 
Church there is something disrincrly pathetic 
about this paragraph. "We farther confess 
and acknowledge, that such persons as are 
placed in authority are to be loved, honoured, 
feared, and holden in most reverent estima­
tion": Knox and his successors found it hard 
to repeat such words in connection with 
Mary Queen of Scots, her son, or indeed o.ny 
of the Stewart line. "Moreover, to Kings, 
Princes, Rulers and Magistrares, we affirm 
that chieOy and most principally the con­
servation o.nd purgation of the Religion 
appertains; so that not only they are ap­
pointed for civil policy, but also for main­
tenance of the true religion and for suppress­
ing of idolatry and supentition whatsoever." 
The hope behind this affirmation was 
quickly disappointed. Indeed, we may suspect 
that the ink was hardly dry upon this page 
of the Confession when zealous Prorestants 
were tempted to seek a loophole in it for 
rebellion and to concentrate their attention 
almost exclusively upon one promisins 
phrase: "Such as resist the supreme power, 
doing that which appertains to his charge, 
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do raise God's ordinaace." Wbar, they 
uked, if rbe mquuae fail IO do "that 
which 1ppenaim 10 bis charge," or impede 
orben aeeking IO do that which appenaim 
to thein? Out of their disillusion and ques­
tionioa rbcre developed a long and bitter 
srrugle between Church and Stare in Scor­
bnd. But rbat sorrowful suussle should not 
blind us to the great truth embodied in 
Article XXIV of the Confession • . • that 
the State bu a service to render to God. 
In saying this we think at once of Karl 
Banh, who bu bad so many valuable thins ~ 
ro say on the relations of Church ind Srate 
for more than a quaner of a century. . . . 
But if we think of Banh, we think also of 
Calvin, for the doarine of the Confession 
is indistinguishable here from the doarine 
of the l1utit•te1. And if we think of Calvin 
we think also of Paul, to whose reachins; in 
R.om1ns 13 the Scoa Reformers are un­
deniably indebted. 

The writer contends that also in its doc­
trine of "the Magistrate" the Scots Confession 
is founded on Scripture and stands or falls 
with it. But while in Romans 13 the apostle 
commands subjection to the higher powers 
as an ordinance of God and declares that the 
ruler is the minister of God to thee for good, 
he does not say that to kings, princes, rulers, 
and magistrates appertain chiefly and most 
principally the colllt'rvation and the purga­
tion of religion and that they arc appointed 
also for maintenance of the true religion and 
for suppressing of idolatry and all super-
stition. JOHN THEODORB MUBLLEJl 

BRIEP JTBMS PROM THB 
NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 

s,. Lo11i1, Mo. - Representatives of the 
National Lutheran Council and The Lu­
theran Church-Missouri Synod resumed 
formal conversations here on theological 
issues involved in Lutheran co-operative 
activities. 

Discussion at the second meeting of the 
two groups, held at the Missouri Athletic 
Club, Nov. 18-19, centered in ''The Sig­
nificance of Confessional Subscription," deal­
ing with the traditional adherence of Lu-

theran churches to the doetrinal sucesnenss 
contained in the Boal: of Coneortl. 

As was the case at the initial session ol 1 

the church leaders in Chicago last July 7-'J, 
the exploratory talks here dwelt on tbcolo1· 
ical considerations underlying present and 
future relations between the NLC and the 
Missouri Synod. 

Participants in the closed conference fo­
cused major attention on the way in which 
the various Lutheran church bodies in Amer• 
ica adhere to the Lutheran Confessions as 
a correct exposition of the Word of God. 

Included in this concern was the varyiq 
emphasis which the bodies place upon the 
confessions and the degree to which they 
require their p:astors to accept these writinss 
as the lxisis of their minisuy. 

Following nearly six hours of discussion, 
in an afternoon and a morning session, the 
29 conferees issued a prepared statement 
which said: 

"Substantial agreement was reached with 
reference to ( 1 ) designation of the confes­
sions which arc involved in subscription; 
( 2) assertion of historical limitations in the 
confessions; ( 3) allowance of distinction be­
tween the primary norm of the Scripaucs 
and the secondary norm of the confessions; 
( 4) recognition that the heart of the con­
fessions is their witness to the Gospel; 
( S) acknowledgment that this understandina 
of the Gospel requires rejection of contradic­
tory understandings; and ( 6 ) affirmation of 
the importance of confessional subscription 
for the proclamation of the church." 

Since there was "substantial agreement on 
the significance and nature of confessional 
subscription," the two groups rcponed that 
further talks between the NLC and the Mis­
souri Synod are being planned. The third 
meeting has been tentatively set for nest 
Aug. 1 and 2 in Chicago. 

Scheduled for discussion at the m~DI 
in Chicqo is the general topic ''What kind 
of co-operation is possible in view of the 
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mEOLOGICAL OBSER.VER. 119 

discussions to date?" Areas to be considered 
will include the relation of co-operation to 
confessional agreement, the relation of wit­
ness to co-operation; and the extent of 
co-operation apart from pulpit and altar 
fellowship. 

Approval was given ro publication of the 
four essays which were read at the first two 
meetings. The papers dealing with 'The 
Unity of the Gospel" and "The Significance 
of Confession:al Subscription" will be distrib­
uted to every Lutheran pastor in America 
and will also be made available to the public. 

Essayists who presented papers on the Lu­
theran Confessions at the meeting here were, 
for the NLC, Dr. Theodore G. Tapperr, pro­
fessor of church history at Lutheran Theolog­
ical Seminary in Philadelphia, Pa., and for 
the Missouri Synod, Prof. Herbert J. A. Bou­
man, professor of s)•stematics at Concordia 
Theological Seminary in Sr. Louis. 

Need for restudy of confessional subscrip­
tion by the NLC-Missouri Synod conferees 
\\•as acknowledged at rheir first session. Ac­
cording to rhe official minutes of the meeting, 
both groups stressed "rhe importance of 
avoiding caricatures of rhe positions and 
practices of various Lutheran bodies" on the 
question of their loyalty ro rhe Lutheran 
Confessions. 

Discussion at the first meeting last July 
was based on Article VII of the Augsburg 
Confession. Dealing with church unity, the 
article declares in part: "And to the true 
unity of the church it is enough to agree 
concerning the doctrine of rhe Gospel and 
the administration of the sacraments." 

Essays on this subject were presented by 
Dr. Conrad Bergendoff, president of Au­
gusrana College at Rock Island, Ill., for the 
NLC, and Dr. Marrin H. Franzmann of Con­
cordia Semin:ary at St. Louis, for the Missouri 
Synod. 

''The r•PProeh~,-,,, at borh meetings has 
been an encouragement to future Lutheran 
relations in the United Stares," said a spokes-

man for the nine Lutheran bodies represented 
ar the sessions. 

Present at the meeting were Dr. Paul C. 
Empie, executive director of the NLC, who 
was stricken with a heart attack during the 
first session of the two groups lasr July. Dr. 
Empie has made rapid progress toward recov­
ery and returned to his duties on a part-time 
basis in mid-September. 

Also in attendance from the council were 
Dr. Norman A. Menter of Berkley, Mich., 
its president, and Dr. David Granskou, sec­
retary of its Department of Theological Co­
operation in the Division of Lutheran World 
Federation Affairs. 

Other members of rhe NLC's executive 
committee present, in addition to Dr. Menter, 
were rhe presidents of the council's eight 
participating bodies: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
New York, United Lutheran Church in 
America; Dr. Fredrik A. Schiorz, Evangel­
ical Lutheran Church; Dr. Malvin H. Lun­
deen, Augustana Lutheran Church; Dr. Wil­
liam Larsen, United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church; and Dr. John M. Stensvaag, Lu­
theran Free Church, all of Minneapolis; Dr. 
Henry F. Schuh, Columbus, Ohio, American 
Lutheran Church; Dr. Raymond Wargelin, 
Hancock, Mich., Suomi Synod; and Dr. Al­
fred Jensen, Des Moines, Iowa, American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

The executive committee was also rep­
resent(-d by Dr. Frank K. Efird, Salisbury, 
N. C.; Dr. Donald R. Heiges, Chicago; Dr. 
Raymond Olson, Minneapolis; Mr. Harold 
Levander, Sr. Paul, Minn.; and Dr. F. Epp­
ling Reinara, New York. 

The NLC's consulting theologians were 
Dr. Bergendoff and Dr. Tappen; Dr. Edward 
C. Fendt, president of Evangelical Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Columbus, Ohio; 
Dr. Alvin Rogness, president of Luther Theo­
logical Seminary, Sr. Paul, Minn.; and Dr. 
Walter Kukkonen of the Suomi Synod's fac­
ulty at Chicago Lutheran Theological Sem­
inar>•, Maywood, Ill. 
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Representing the Missouri Synod were Dr. 
John W. Behnken, its president, Dr. George 
W. Winmer, third vice-president, and Dr. 
Lawrence B. Meyer, planning counselor, all 
of St. Louis. 

Also, Dr. Alfred 0. Fuerbringer, president 
of Concordia Theological Seminary, Sr. Louis; 
Dr. Franzmann and Dr. Bouman, both of 
that seminary faculty; Dr. George Beto, pres­
ident of Concordia Theological Seminary at 
Springfield, Ill.; and the RCY. Theodore F. 
Nickel, president of the Northern Illinois 
Distria and pastor of Jehovah Lutheran 
Church, Chicago. 

New Yark. - Irving C. Pearson, a 40-
year-old Montana lawyer and Lutheran lay­
man, has been appointed direaor of Taiwan 
Church World Service, the relief and service 
agency of Protestant churches and missions 
in Taiwan. He was named to the post by 
both Lutheran World Relief and Church 
World Service, relief agencies co-operating 
in the shipment of substantial quantities of 
food, clothing, and medicine to Taiwan. 

Mr. Pearson succeeds Barry Schuttler, who 
has been dircaor of the program for the last 
two years. The new dircaor will supervise 
a program that reaches some 1,800,000 peo­
ple. Distribution of about 30,000 tons of 
relief materials sent annually by L WR and 
CWS is through congregational committees, 
institutions, feeding stations, and schools. 

Taiwan is the only area in the world where 
a co-operative Protestant-Roman Catholic 
food program is in operation. Agencies of 
the two faiths distribute to the same people 
on alternate months. 

Mr. Pearson, a member of the Augustana 
Lutheran Church, and his wife and three 
children -Andrew, 7, Jeffrey, 5, and Nancy, 
3 - left their Anaconda, Mont., home late 
in November and were scheduled to sail from 
San Francisco on Dec. 2 aboard the Gaph,r 
St11l11. 

The new relief direaor, who said he ac­
cepted the appointment after he and his wife 
decided to "do something about serving the 

church instead of just talking about it," has 
been in priwte law practice in Anaconda 
since 1951 and has been part owner of 
a real estate and insurance asency. 

Cap1mhttg1111. - The road to Christian 
unity is a "road back" - but it is back to 
Christ and nor back to Rome, the Lutheran 
World Federation's Commission on Inter• 
confessional Research was told here. Bishop 
Hermann Dietzfelbinger of Munich, Ger­
many, chairman of the commission, declared 
that Biblical allusion to one flock under one 
shepherd referred only to Christ Himself and 
not to the pope. 

Marrin Luther's work as a church reformer 
was begun with an ecumenical perspective, 
said Dr. Dietzfelbinger, whose 2,500,000-
member Bavarian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is situated in the most Roman Cath­
olic part of Germany. But, he added, Luther's 
ecumenical goal was "Back to Christ alone, 
to the Holy Scriptures, to faith and uuth." 

He contrasted this position with that of 
the Roman Church which, Bishop Dietzfel­
binger said, "demands distinctly, plainly and 
clearly the return to Rome" as the basis of 
Christian unity. "It refuses to acknowledge 
that it, roo, can be at fault and commit 
errors." 

While raking account of present contaca 
between Rome and non-Catholic churches 
and noting that the hopes of CYen Catholics 
had been raised by the papal announcement 
that an "ecumenical council" would be held, 
he commented, "Bur meanwhile it has be­
come quite clear that Rome understands 
'ecumenical' only in the sense of Roman 
Catholic." 

Christian unity must not be an end in 
itself, nor must it be sought our of human 
enthusiasm, the German churchman asserted. 
''The one church must be a community in 
Christ as the only Savior of the World." He 
reiterated that for followers of the Reforma­
tion the ecumenical road is "not return to 
Rome bur only a return of all of us to 
Christ alone." 
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