
Concordia Theological Monthly Concordia Theological Monthly 

Volume 30 Article 30 

4-1-1959 

Book Review. - Literatur Book Review. - Literatur 

Richard R. Caemmerer 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm 

 Part of the Practical Theology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Caemmerer, Richard R. (1959) "Book Review. - Literatur," Concordia Theological Monthly: Vol. 30, Article 
30. 
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol30/iss1/30 

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from 
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor 
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol30
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol30/iss1/30
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol30%2Fiss1%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol30%2Fiss1%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol30/iss1/30?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol30%2Fiss1%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


I BOOK REVIEW 

All l,ool,s rt111i11111t1d, i• 1hi1 t,11riotliul ""''1 611 
,proe•rt1rl fro• or 1hro111h Co,reortli. P•I,. 
li1hi"I Ho•s•, 3,,s So•lh J•D•rso• Awn••• 
SI. Lo•is 18, Misso•ri. 

THB MINISTRY. By Gustav Jensen. Translated by O. B. Brandt. Minne­
apolis: Augsburg Publishing House. 148 pages. Paper. $2.50. 

Though stemming from a preceding century, this volume deserves to 
~me a companion of Lutheran ministers tod:iy and tomorrow. The 
work is organized in the form of brief discussions or explications of one 
or more Scripture references each, :ind each one is prefaced by a prayer 
in which the p:istor speaks in the first person. The discussions are grouped 
in seven chapters on phases of the pastor's call and calling. The Scriptural 
focus parallels an unswerving directive toward serving people. The dis­
cussions are comprehensive, but they are also remarkably incisive in 
reaching into the he:m of a pastor's we:iknesses, temptations, and fears. 
This is a good handbook of the p:istoral office, short as it is; but more, 
it is a manual of the pastor's personal devotions. This reviewer would 
suggest an edition in a more durable binding. 

RICHARD R. CABMMBRER 

THB LUTHl!RAN PARISH IN AN URBANIZED AMl!RICA (with 
Special Reference to the Missouri Synod). Edited by Ross P. Scherer. 
fifteenth Yearbook. River Forest, Ill.: Lutheran Education Associa­
tion, 7400 Augusta St., 1958. xii and 112 p:igcs. P:iper. $2.00 net. 

This 1958 yearbook presents something unique to the members of the 
LEA and to the church at 1:irge. This study, which was ably conduaed 
and in greater part written by Ross Scherer of Valparaiso University, is 
a semipopular contribution to the arca known as "parish sociology." It is 
directed to orienting the reader to the environmental situations in which 
the corporate witness of the congregation and the individual testimony 
of the Christian go on. . 

for many years the Missouri Synod was largely rural. In the double 
decade from 1936-1955 the proportion of congregations listed as urban 
(in places of 2,500 and over) changed from about 40 to 55 per cent; 
the proportion of baptized urban membership changed from about 60 to 
73 per cent. Nor is this all that is involved in the changing scene. The 
nature of urban civilization and its effects on kind and quality of per­
sonal and social relationships should be of concern to the church, the 
urban "way of life," which makes the church's approach to the individual 
man difficult. Christian congregations have the problem of transcending 
provincialisms of ethnic, racial, and class backgrounds in order more 
jointly to bring the saving Gospel to the entire city of man. 

305 
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The core of the SNdy presents five intensive "case studies" of seleam 
parishes. These: profiles arc tt:llistic ud portray dearly the problems ud 
opponuniries faced by these parishes. The reader will be able by aoa1ogr 
ro place his own parish under analysis. 

Pasron and church leaders who a.re aware of what rhe true siruacioa 
is today in changing America will discover rhar rhis book speaks to 

their concern. Pastors and leaders who do nor find rhis study relcvanr 
arc eirher complacent or else plainly indifferent to the ever-changing chal­
lenges which confront the church. This study docs not attempt to give all 
rhc answers, but it does assert that the church must be aware of what 
rhe community situation is and be ready to explore and evaluate further 
rhe church's involvement in the communities of modern man. 

The concluding chapter as an epilog offers general guidance II ro 
possible constructive ways in which our congregations can positively 
approach the national and local problems of changing communities, offer­
ing more clfccrively to urban man the changeless message of forgivcnas 
of sins, life, and salvation in Christ. HA1lRY G. COIND 

CHRISTIANITY AND FRB11MASONRY. By William J. Whalen. Mil-
waukee: The Bruce Publishing Company, 1958. xii and 195 pages. 
Cloth. $3. 75. 

The author, a Roman Carbolic, naturally states his case regarding 
Freem11SOnry against the background of his church. Nevertheless, his 
most vulnerable charge against Freemasonry is precisely the same which 
many Protestants, including Lutherans, and the Eastern Orthodox Church 
have expressed over and over again. The author begins his preface wirh 
the paragraph: 

This book has been written ro explain why the [Roman Carbolic] Chwch 
has warned her 100s ag:iinsr affiliaring wirh che Masonic lodge since 1738. 
The Christian case against rhe lodge is conclusive. We need not pl09C 
the exiscenc:e of a grand conspiracy in which American Freemasons par­
ricipace, nor need we fCIOrt to rhe bag of old wives' tales which circulace 
among 10mc Cacholics. We will simply show rhat a Christian cannot 
divide his allegiance bccwccn Jesus Christ and the Grand Archicea of che 
Universe. 

The author never loses sight of this objective. Therefore he properly 
concludes his book with the paragraph: 

Not the Grand Archicea of the Universe bur God rhe Farber, rhe Son, 
and che Holy Spirit is our God. Noc Hiram Abiff but Jesus Christ is our 
Saviour. Nor by rhe moclc dcarh and resurrection rice of rhe Mascer 
M11100'1 degree bur by the sacrament of baptism do we become children 
of God and heirs of heaven. 

In the course of his argument the author discusses the following topia: 
American Freemasonry, origin of MIISOnty, Masonic initiation, Scottish 
and York rites, the Masonic religion, the Masonic oaths, uti-Catholicism 
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in American lodges, papal condemnations of the lodge, allied Masonic 
organizations, Latin and European Masonry, other forbidden secret 
societies, Protatant and Eastern Orthodox criticism of Masonry, Chris­
tianity and the lodge. Ao appendix contains an English translation of 
H.,,,.,,,,,,. 1n•s by Pope Leo XIII (1884). The book also provides an 
extensive bibliography representing both Masonic and non-Masonic authors 
as well as several helpful illustrations and II thorough index. 

Not siacc the appearance of Theodore Graeboer's, Walton Hannah's, 
and Hubert S. Box's criticisms of Freemasonry has so comprehensive a 
discussion of the unchristian fearurcs of Masonic rirualism appeared u 
we now possess in the well-written, well-organized, and well-documented 
book by William J. Whalen. PAUL M. BRBTSCHBR. 

THB PURITAN MIND. By Herbert W. Schneider. Ann Arbor Paper-
backs. Ano Arbor, Mich.: University of Michig:an Press, 1958. 
267 pages. Paper. $1.85. 

This work, published already in 1930, has become somewhat of a classic. 
It deals, as the tide indicates, with Puritan ideas, mainly theological, from 
the early 17th cenrury to the middle of the 19th. The main features arc 
there and the important aames; the movements in the realm of thought 
srand out dearly; the author's style compels interest. Not all of the 
judgments voiced concerning Puritanism arc just; Schneider, nevertheless, 
succeeds in showing its uemcndous impact on the history of our country. 

CARL S. MEY.BR 

OUR BIBLB AND THB ANCIBNT MANUSCRIPTS. By Sir Frederic 
Kenyon. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1958. 352 pages. $6.95. 

This book represents a revision of Sir Frederic Kenyon's outstanding 
contribution first published in 1895. It presents an astoundingly well­
focused picrure of the history behind the production of the Sacred 
Scriptures, written and printed in a style and format that elicits interest 
at every page. The text includes a discussion of Papyrus Bodmer, pub­
lished in 1956, as well as a preview of the new English translation of the 
Sacred Scriprurcs sponsored by the Churches of Scotland and England. 

F.W.DANKER 

THB EXPOSITORY METHOD OP G. CAMPBELL MORGAN. By Don 
M. Wagner. Westwood, N.J.: Fleming H. Revell Co., c. 1957. 
128 pages. Ootb. $2.00. 

This rather brief study defines and recommends the so-called "expository" 
method of the preaching of G. Campbell Morgan, one of the most popular 
evangelical preachers and Bible lecturers of England and America of 
a past generation. This method involves the use of Biblical sections in 
sequence under a quadruple repetition which Wagner summarizes as 
1) survey, 2) condense, 3 ) expand, 4) dissect. 

RICHARD R. CABMMBRBll 
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PBOPLE'S PADRB. By Emmett McLoughlin. Boston: The Beacon Pim, 
1957. 288 pages. Ooth. $3.50. 

It is not unU1ual for a Roman Catholic priest to leave the priesthood 
and to sulfcr the reprisals of the hierarchy. Here Mr. McLoughlin giws 
his reasons for leaving the Fnnciscan Order and relates some of his 
experiences to show how Rome uses the threats of its legalistic theoloa, 
to coerce its own members and its numerical strength in politia to 
persuade others. After 25 years in a Pmnciscan seminary and in the 
priesthood, Mr. McI.oughlin turned from the contemplative mode of life 
of the Pmnciscan Order to the active mode of life of a bU1y executive. 
He is now the superintendent of St. Monica's Hospital in Phoenix, .Ariz. 
Unlike Luther, he has not as yet learned the doctrine of justification by 
faith and enjoyed the comfort it gives to the persecuted. L W. SPJTZ 

MIDDLE BAST PlLGRlMAGB. By R. Park Johnson. New York: 
Friendship Press, 1958. xi and 164 pages. Ooth. $2.95, 

Pastors, church leaders, and lay people will welcome this introduction 
to an area in ferment. R. Park Johnson gives a capable presentation of 
the leading political, religious, and social paths by which the people of 
the Middle East have come to the present complex situation, and oudiaes 
the diverging roads open to them in the future. The Christian mission 
is described in its total setting. WILLIAM: J. DANKBll 

STRIDB TOWARD PRBBDOM. By Martin Luther King, Jr. New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1958. 224 pages. Ootb. $2.95. 

At 29 Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the best-known men of our day. 
His successful application of a Ghandilike boycott of buses in Montgomery, 
Ala., bas earned him this reputation. This book is the story of a significant 
event in contemporary history, required reading for those interested in 
acquiring some understanding of the problem of desegregation. It is 
informative, fair, objective, and breathes a spirit of Christian coacern that 
one nrely encounters in contemporary literature. 

There will always be those who insist that social action is not the 
business of the church. The reading of this volume will help in removing 
some of the glibness from such an assertion. It will also underline the 
inadequacy of the statement that the church has only the responsibility 
of "saving souls." Here we have a reminder that the object of God'• 
redemption is the whole man. 

Martin Luther King was able to include a Luthcna pastor, Robert 
Graetz (.ALC), among those who stood up for justice and risked their 
lives that a minority race might begin to enjoy the full privileges of 
citizenship. 

The author expresses the hope that the Negro may be God's instrument 
for giving Western civilization the new spiritual dynamic, which accord­
ing to Arnold Toynbee, our society "10 desperately needs to survive." 
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To become the imuumenq of a great idea is a privilege that God gives 
only oa:uionally. This is the opportunity that confronts the Negro, 
Dr. King believes. MARTIN H. SCHAllLIIMANN 

SCIBNCB SPBAKS. By Peter W. Stoner. Chicago: Moody Press, 1958. 
127 pages. Paper. 35 cen11. 

This book attempq to show that "if OW' young people are properly 
caught in the churches, there is no possible excuse for losing their faith 
in college." The first chapter takes 13 facts from Genesis 1 and seeks 
ID demonstrate that the findings of science are in harmony with them. 
In the process the author concludes that the days of Genesis are very 
short periods of time, separated by cxuemcly long periods ("the days 
:are the great breaks in the sequence of fossils"). The second chapter 
deals with prophetic accuracy and seeks to determine mathematiauly the 
possibilities of nonimpired predictions. The possibilities are extremely 
remote. The third chapter shows mathematically the possibilities of 
Christ's fulfillment of all the prophecies. These again are very remote. 
The conclusion is that the Bible is God's message to man. 

E. L LUBKl!ll 

BBYOND THB GOSPELS. By Roderic Dunkerley. Baltimore, Md.: 
Penguin Books Inc., 1958. 170 pages. Paper. 85 cents. 

All relevant data concerning the Savior to be found in early aoa­
canonical sources, information otherwise bard to come by, is here packed 
into a little more than 150 pages. The witness for the defense includes 
Tacitus, Josephus ( including a discussion of the famous Slavonic passages), 
the Talmud, the cryptic Satar formula, and the uacaaoaical sayings of 
Jesus. The author concludes that all the cxuac:moaical evidence confirms 
the picture of Jesus we find in the Gospels. The moral features of Christ 
are seen to predominate, reinforcing the impression of the weighty impact 
He made on His generation. The author believes that in not a few cases 
of the agrapba "we probably have his ipsissima verba." (Page 163) 

FllBDBJUCK W. DANKl!ll 

RBLIGION AND CULTURB. Gifford lect11res delivered at the Uaivenity 
of Edinburgh in 1947. By Christopher Dawson. New York: Meridian 
Books, Inc., 1958. v and 225 pages. Paper. $1.25. 

Christopher Dawson is a well-known Roman Catholic historian, philos­
opher, and writer. His R•ligio,. 11ntJ CtJ1w•, published already in 1948 
by Sheed and Ward, Inc., was the Gifford Foundation lect11res. The 
Gifford Foundation dem1LDds that some aspects of natural theology be 
paented. It is this religious knowledge which Dawson sets forth in its 
relation to the pattern of a material way of life. He makes use of the 
findings of the history of comparative religion and of modern sociology 
and psychology. Modero civilization, he concludes, must undergo a pro-
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found cha.nge in order to survive through a movement of spiritual inte­
gration, restoring the vital relationship between religion and culture. 

CARL S. MBYBI. 

THB CHA.LLBNGB OP CHILDRBN. By the Co-operative Parents' Group 
of Palisades Preschool Division and Mothers' and Children's Edu­
cutional Foundation, Inc. (Dr. Martha Frank, Direaor). New York: 
Whiteside, Inc., and William Morrow and Company, 1957. Third 
printing. 192 pages. Coth. $3.75. 

"Dedicated to other parents for the prevention of parental delinquency," 
this is a book of surprising merit on charaaer education. Here are not 

di:y moral codes, killing rules, wearisome statistics, and abstract theoria 
of education, but earnest simplicity and refreshing common sense, deep 
psychological insight and understanding of human development and needs. 

The book is naturalistic in tenor, Deweyish in educational optimism, 
without criteria for the determination of "good" and "values" and without 
benefit of distinctively Christian basis and goals, means, and methods. 
However, pastors, teachers, and other leaders of parent groups in Christian 
churches will find in this book a rich and stimulating supply of discussion 
materiab to underscore the power of parental example and to capitalize 
the simple formula "Live the virtues to which you would train your 
children." 

Coming at a time of new emphasis on parental responsibility, this book 
merits a place in personal and congregational, college and seminary libra­
ries. It should be read "by evei:yone to whom the life of a child is 
entrusted." A.G. MBRKBNS 

Rl!PLBCTIONS ON A.MBRICA.. By Jacques Maritain. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, c. 1958. 205 pages. Coth. $3.50. 

This chatty little volume of impressions expresses a good will toward 
America which, by and large, has been vei:y good to the Thomist philos­
opher. He writes optimistically, makes passing comments on American 
problems of the race question and materialism, and characteristically feels 
that America's great need is "Christian philosophy." The reader should 
not expect that Maritain is a contemporary De Toqueville. 

RICHARD R. CABMMllllBll 

CA.THOUC SUBJBCT HBA.DINGS. A UST DESIGNBD FOR USE. 
WITH UBRARY OP CONGRBSS SUBJBCT HBA.DINGS OR THI!. 
SBA.RS UST OP SUBJBCT HBA.DINGS. Edited by Oliver L 
Kapsner. Fourth edition. Collegeville, Minn.: St. John's Abbey Press, 
1958. xxi and 418 pages. aoth. $7.50. 

Every cataloguer of religious books will find this a tool he consults 
frequently and with growing appreciation. It supplements and expands 
the general lists of subject headings used by most libraries. The detailed 
breakdown under certain specifically Roman entries will serve as a guide 
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a, Procesunt libruiam for expanded treatment of their subject areas. 
The decailed guide for Thomas Aquinas, for example, might well serve 
u a model for librarians cataloguing books on Manin Luther. Many 
librarians not theologically trained will welcome the short explanatory 
notes on mbjea divisions and obscure terms. The long list of saints' 
names will be a boon to many. While the work is obviously most useful 
fD Roman Catholia, it is a must tool for any library with a religious 
collcaion. EDGAR KRBNTZ 

DIB PRBDIGT, Edited by H. Schell, authorized by the VELKD, and 
issued by the Lutheran Church of Hannover. Berlin: Lutherisches 
Vetlagshaus, 1957. 89 pages. Paper. Price not given. 

The general synod of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ger­
many (VELKD) in May 1957 concerned itself with "Preaching." The 
brochure reproduces the three basic papers: ''What and How Shall We 
Prach Today?" by Bishop Lilje; "Funaion and Promise of the Sermon" 
by Bishop Dieafelbinger; and "How Does the Church of the \Vord 
Speak Today?" by Professor Mueller-Schwefe. Also summarized are ex­
pressions of participants in the discussion and closing remarks of the 
essayisa. The essays reveal a remarkable combination of basic theology 
and practical concern; the discussion gives harrowing glimpses into a dc­
rerioration of the congregation as target for the preacher's Gospel. 
Anyone who can read German will profit also for the American situation; 
c. g., the nature of total communication in preaching, the relation of 
preaching to Sacru.ment. RICHARD R. CAEMMBRER 

POIP'BR IN PRBII.CHING. By W. E. Sangster. New York: Abingdon 
Press, 1958. 107 pages. Coth. $2.25. 

This slender book comprises leaures delivered at Southern Methodist 
University by a famous British Methodist, teacher, and preacher. The book 
is a good illustration of Sangstcr's accent on clarity. His initial chapters 
on "Believe in It" and "Keep to Centralities" are salutary in their 
emphasis on the Gospel as the essential of the sermon. His closing 
chapter, "Steep It in Prayer," is glowing and consistent with the emphases 
of his earlier volumes (cf. Th, At,P,011eh lo Pr,11ehin1). However, it 
could do more to emphasize that the Gospel gives power not only to the 
word which the preacher speaks to othcn but also to him for bis own 
speaking. This is a useful "annual volume" for whetting a pastor's interest 
in his own preaching task. RICHAJlD R. CABMMERBB. 

THB CHURCH'S UNDBRST ANDING OP ITSBLF. By R. H. T. Thomp-
son. London: SCM Press (USA disttibutor: Alce R. Allenson, Naper­
ville, Ill.), 1958. 110 pages. Paper. 8s/6d. 

Using a simple interview schedule the author studied four Birmingham 
parishes to aid in determining "the deeper, underlying, general causes 
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which bring about the unresponsiveness of the contemporary mind ID 

the Christian message." The studies include brief sections on the com­
position of the congregation, its religious practices and beliefs, the con­
gregation"s view of its own .role and that of its pastor, and how the 
members interpreted their position in a secular world. Because of die 
nature of the study the .findings are quite objective and limited. The 
author"• conclusions :ire critical of the "'parish" concept in the contem• 
porary world. He further documents the disastrous results which befall 
church and clergy when they are io.Jluenced too heavily by their environ-
ment and lose sight of their primary function. DAVIDS. ScHULLBll 

A YBAR WITH THB BIBLE!.. By John Marsh. New York: Harper & 
Brothers, c. l9S7. 191 pages. Ooth. $2.S0. 

This book has a splendid design: to lead the reader through the entire 
Bible in one year setting before him connected sections of Scripture and 
providing brief interpretive paragraphs. The author's understanding of 
the Old Testament, in particular, v:iries from that of the average reader 
of the Bible and will probably puzzle rather than assist. Some of the 
inner and theological unities of the New Testament are not wholly 
apparent. John Marsh is a British evangelical who h:is been of great 
:1SSistance in getting the studies of Lutheran students under way at Oxford. 

RICHARD R. CADMMBllBR 

RBUGION IN MODBRN UPI!.. By George G. Hackm:in, Charles W. 
Kegley, and Viljo K. Nikander. New York: The Macmillan Com­
pany, 19:58. 4S4 pages plus bibliography and index. $4.2S. 

A professor of religion and :inother of philosophy join with the emir­
man of their department at Wagner College to produce a teXtbook for 
college courses in religion. They seek to be objective to the point of 
aiming at primary understanding and ability for discussion rather than 
religious commitment, th.rough a "'degree of objectivity appropriate to 

a serious study in the humanities." The divisional headings are: What 
Is Religion? What Is the Judea-Christian Heritage? Wh:it Shall We 
Think About God, Man, and the Church Today? What Is the Christian 
Answer to the Problems of Our Age? How Should Religion Be Expressed 
in Personal Living? How Should Religion Be Expressed in Collective 
Living? This strueture provides a remarkably comprehensive discussion 
of basic issues. The philosophical questions are ueated ably, and many 
developments in sections Two and Three are satisfying. Lutheran orien­
tation is carefully avoided, with the possible exception of the discussion 
of freedom (p. 328). Least satisfying, to this reviewer, was the second 
section, which presents the critical reconsuuaion of the Biblical writings, 
especially the Old Testament, u an established rather than hypothetical 
one, suggests Jer. 31 :29-34 u a display of shift of emphasis from a col­
lective to an individual relationship with God, assumes a minimal concern 
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in rhe Old TesDUDent for the after-life and seems to identify "breath of 
life" wirh rhe soul (p. 114), is quite silent on the Old Tcstllment teachings 
of God IS Judge and the goal of human righteousness, is silent on the 
Virgin Birth, and seems to minimize the suuaure of fellowship in 
•'Clllhip (p. 27:5). On the other band this reviewer found the effon to 
resute Biblical thinking in terms of the contemporary hearer interesting 
(e.g., "predicament of self-centeredncss," p. 213) . Minor balks occurred 
at rhe suggestion that Eleanor is of Semitic origin (p. 104); that the 
binhofChrist is A.O. 7 (p.149); that rephaim means "shades" (p.123), 
111d diat Gen. 25:8 suggests that "spirits of the departed gathered" in 
Slwol. The bibliographics are very good for their purpose; some mis­
prim: Oesterly (p.457); Deismann (p.460); Algernussen (p.462); 
A. Pike (p.465); Myrdall (p.467). This is not merely a good textbook 
but a source of information to every Christian teacher seeking insight into 
rhe community of culture and thought which is the target of his wk. 

RICHARD R. CAEMMBRBR 

AIARRMGB AND THE PII.Af.ll.Y: AN INTBGRII.TED APPROACH. 
By Alphonse H. Clemens. Englewood Oiffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 
356 pages. Cloth. $6.00. 

To the ever-lengthening shelf of volumes on the family comes another 
srudy, which causes one to inquire rather critically about the conuibution 
of rhis book. Its table of contents is similar to that of many others. This 
book. however, makes a unique conuibution through its "integrated" 
approach. Dr. Oemens, who is the director of the Marriage Counseling 
Center at Catholic University, draws most heavily from the writings of 
sociologists but reaches into other disciplines as well. At many points 
rhe author's Roman Catholic bias deepens his insight into marriage and 
love. At orher times - when dealing, for example, with family size and 
the rhythm method - the moral theologians dictate the conclusions before 
rhe empirical studies are consulted. It is, however, a solid work. In a day 
of rapidly shifting family patterns, there is something challenging for 
anyone in the reading of the final section of each chapter where the author 
relates the problem of that chapter to the "Divine Plan." Even though it 
draws more heavily upon Pius XII than St. Paul, the book could serve 
IS a model for a way of integrating the marriage literature of today into 
a particular theological or philosophical frame. DAVIDS. ScHULLBR. 

SUCCESS IN MARRIAGE. By David R. Mace. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press. 1958. 158 pages. Ooth. $2.95. 

From his broad background as a student of marriage and family prob­
lems throughout the world, Mace writes his latest book. Because he 
believes that "many husbands and wives make the mistake of expecting 
tOO much early in marriage and then of expecting too little later on," 
he addresses himself to couples of all ages. The author's recent experience 
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in magazine writing is apparent in his dear, conversational style. He uses 
an organizational device of placing his material under uairs of five­
five basic principles, five major adjusanents, five types of difficult parmcn. 
and five perplexing problems. The author appeals throughout for the 
increased use of marital counseling services where problems become acute. 
His book could well stabilize a couple drifting into a potentially serious 
problem. The pastor will find it necessary to interpret the simatioa ver• 
tically from a more Gospel-centered orientation. DAVIDS. SCHULLBil 

THB DBATH OP CHRIST. By John Knox. New York and Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 19S8. 189 pages. Cloth. $2.7S. 

John Knox's most recent book gives attention to three facets of hil 
theme: the external circumstances of Jesus' death, irs meaning for Him, 
and finally irs meaning for the early church. The first section is very brief. 

The author pleads in the introduction that the third section is most 
important, and yet the bulk of the book is devoted to the meaning of the 
mission and death for Jesus Himself. Did our Lord regard Himself 11 

Messiah and Son of Mao? Knox is firmly convinced that He did DOt. 

When the third section is reached, the best in the book, we are still 
disappointed. Christ and cross are certainly central to the church's kerygma, 
but according to Knox the victory and sacrifice themes of the New Testa• 
meat (death as the revelation of love is not Biblical for him) me 
mythological symbols that seem only the church's creation. for all of 
Knox's criticisms of Bultmann in a worthwhile appendix discussion he 
would seem to be the American Bultmann. Here is similar brilliance 
and error, great stimulation and thrilling exegetical insighrs bur also 
dangerous dogmatism. 

Knox's personal conclusions are a vague Christian existentialism that 
sees the cross as symbol of abominable depths and goodness far above us. 
The most positive assertion is this: "Accepting the Cross does not mean 
understanding it." (Page 168) HENRY W. REIMANN 

DAS PROBLEM DBR PARUSIBVERZOBGBRUNG IN DBN SYNOP· 
TISCHBN BVANGBUBN UND IN DBR APOSTBLGBSCHICHTB. 
Beihefte zur Zeirschrift fiir die Neurestameadiche Wisseascbaft 22. 
By Erich Grasser. Berlin: Verlag Alfred Topelmaaa, 19S7. viii and 
234 pages. DM 34. 

The basic thesis of this book is that Jesus sponsored the hope of an 
imminent parousia of the Son of Mao. The early Christian community 
was disappointed in its expectation and attempted to provide theological 
solutions. 

This book aims to solve some of the problems associated with the 
diverse and apparently conuadictory elements in the eschatological portions 
of the syaoptisrs. Graesser maintains that in the mind of Jesus the end 
was imminent and that He went to Jerusalem not to die but to prepare 
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for the pan,usia of the Son of Man. The Sermon on the Mount is closely 
relmd ro this early expc:crancy of the parousia. Elements in synoptic 
sayings which appear to suggest a delay between Jesus' death and resur­
rcaion and the parousia are to be aruibuted to the church's disappointment. 
Although the author presenrs a tightly argued case, his application of 
For•1.scbieh1, methodology does not always appear consistently plausible. 
If, e.g., it is doubtful that the early community should have "degraded" 
Jesus to Rabbi (p. 70), why should Mark 13:32 be a produa of the 
community (pp.81ff.), especially in view of the hto~ clvfio development 
(p. 79)? But if the main thesis is weakened by an undue skepticism 
regarding the historicity of the sayings ascribed to Jesus, the author bas 
succeeded in sharpening the points of the problem suggested by the 
sraremenrs concerning the imminence as well as the delayed expectation 
of the parouaia. The book abounds with interpretive insights which, if 
approached critically, cannot fail to stimulate and spark further appre­
ciation of the Biblical material. The discuuion on the Lord's Prayer, 
e.g. (pp.9S-113), is pa.rricularly insuuaive. No serious study in the 
ma of N. T. eschatology can ignore this penetrating analysis, and for 
many other areas of N. T. exegesis it is indispensable. F. W. DANKER 
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