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know that God is the God who brought them out of Egypt.—V.7:
Each evening and morning would demonstrate the glory of God to
the people; they would be able, in this provision of food, to see the
great God at work. It is God who will do this; for the murmurings
of the people were really against Him, not just against Moses and
Aaron.— V. 8: Moses continues the explanation, attaching to the words
of v.7, “Then ye shall see the glory of the Lord.” Actually the pro-
vision of food would be both flesh (quails, v.13) at evening and
bread (the manna, vv.14,15) in the morning, both of them the
demonstration of the power of God (“glory” in that sense, rather
than praise). God’s reason for doing this is to rebuke the murmur-
ing and unbelief of the Israelites, which is really an affront to God
and not just to Moses and Aaron.—V.9: Moses told Aaron to assem-
ble the people for a special announcement. This God Himself gave
from the cloud which had marked His presence with them in their
desert pilgrimage. The promise of food is given now a third time from
the direct communication of God, through Moses, vv.11,12.— This
much of a review of the text yields the sermon theme, “God provides
daily food to remind His people that they belong to Him.”

The Day and Its Theme.— Laetare has been assumed to be a Sun-
day of good cheer in the midst of the penitence of Lent. Actually the
Sundays in Lent are still Sundays, with the note of redemption and
release strongly pervading them all. And Laetare is not hilarious or
merely exuberant. The Gospel is the Feeding of the Five Thousand.
But the Epistle brings the indictment of work-righteousness under
the allegory of Sarah and Hagar in Galatians 4; and the rejoicing to
which the Introit summons is that which is coupled with mourning
for God's judgment. The theme of the day’s worship can be sum-
marized, “"God’s supply is our unfailing joy.” The theme for the month
in Parish Activities is neutral with regard to the theme (“Growing
in Holiness”), but it may well supply individual applications or illus-
trations for the particular material of the text.

New Testament Parallels and Ilustrations.— The Gospel for the
Day is the obvious New Testament counterpart of the quail and
manna —simple food applied to simple everyday need, but through
divine purpose. For Jesus in John 6 the purpose was indeed to “mani-
fest forth His glory” as He had done under simpler circumstances at
Cana (John 2:11), and cause men to realize that He is the Messish
(John 6:14). But at once Jesus had to direct these same men to
a truer understanding of His Messiahship, and His discourse on the
Bread of Life (John 6:26-58) makes use of the reference which His

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol27/iss1/10 4



Buege: Homiletics: Studies on the Old Testament Texts
HOMILETICS 119

questioners made concerning the manna in order to make clear that
God Himself through Jesus was giving them food for a heavenly and
not just an earthly life. Through the insight given by John 6 we
can arrive at the distinctive and helpful central thought: “God provides
daily food to remind His people that He provides also heavenly food.”
This theme is possible without allegorizing or typical application by
stressing the great intention of God in the provision even of daily food.

Sins to Be Diagnosed.—The grumbling and murmuring of the
people (v.3) is the surface demonstration— disgust with daily pro-
vision and fear of the future— of the underlying malady of unbelief
and rejection of God's purpose and promise. Keil-Delitzsch quotes
Luther: "It was deep unbelief that they had thus fallen back, letting
go the word and promise of God and forgetting His former miracles
and aid.” Actually this sin occurs on two levels: the text and its fretting
at insufficient food; or John 6 and its assumption that the food for
the body is the only food to be concerned about. Both are a repudia-
tion of God and His plan and promise that we should fulfill His
eternal purposes in this world and that which is to come.

Opportunities for Explicit Gospel.— A simple device is to discuss
the Old Testament manna, and then on the basis of John 6:35 discuss
Jesus as the Bread of Life. This loses the opportunity, however, on
the basis of Exodus 16 to preach Gospel to remedy the particular sin
of unbelief set forth in this text. Cues for such preaching are given
in God's plan to prove His people whether they walk in His Law
(v.4), and particularly in the portrayal of the glory of God. Even
the daily provision of food is that glory, that steadfast demonstration
of the purpose and plan of God that His people serve Him and repre-
sent Him. If even food and drink can so set forth God's glory to the
instructed believer; how much more the Word made flesh, in whom
the glory of God is made wholly manifest and we are redeemed to
serve the living God forever! To this point the words of Jesus, John
6:38-40, 49-58, pertain directly.

Outline
God Provides Daily Food to Remind His People that He Provides
Also Heavenly Food (Rejoice in God's Food for Life)
L. God has food for daily life
A. Quail and manna in the wilderness.
B. Food for five thousand in the wilderness.
C. Food for us (fleshpots or manna, much or little; but food).
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IL God has a purpose with His provision of our daily food
A. We are to realize that He is the Giver and rejoice.
B. We are to realize that He has an even greater life for which to
sustain us, beginning now and continuing forever.
C. Hence the horror of thanklessness or grumbling or refusing to
use life for His purposes.
III. Hence rejoice in God’s food for eternal life
A. God's food for eternal life is Jesus, who redeems us by giving
Himself into death for us.
B. As we consume that food by faith, we live forever.
C. Nourished by the Bread of Life, we shall rejoice in our daily
food also and serve the Lord with gladness.
St. Louis, Mo. RICHARD R. CAEMMERER

JUDICA, THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
LEvITICUS 16:15-22

The Text and Its Central Thought.— This is an excellent treat-
ment of the vicarious atonement and pictures beautifully how the
justice of God is fully and forever satisfied in the forgiveness of man's
sin. As the outline will show, this text presents in all its stark vicious-
ness the true nature of sin, its offense to God, and the only method
for its expiation. These are lessons our world needs to have enforced
again and again. The social aspects of sin are touched on by the ref-
erence to the cleansing of the Holy Place, Tabernacle, and altar. The
necessity of confessing sin is indicated in v.21. Probably Aaron men-
tioned the specific sins of the people, though he may not have detailed
them. The various terms for sin ought to be noted and explained.
Interesting is the use of the number seven in v.19. As in Revelation,
it might be construed as the numerical symbol of the world’s recon-
ciliation with God. '

Aaron might be treated as a type of Christ, but the text is so full
that this phase could well be left for another day or touched on in the
introduction.

The Day and Its Theme.— On a day when traditionally catechumens
are publicly examined prior to confirmation and the sober Passion
Week is introduced, the preacher could scarcely have a more fitting
text to emphasize how preciously God's children are bought and how
earnest their striving for that growth in personal holiness ought to
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be which God desires and bestows through His Spirit. Introit, Collect,
and Gradual stress the calling upon God and the assurance of His help
against evil men and circumstances, which is the prerogative of those
who have been reconciled to Him. The Word of His truth is their
help and guide for continuing in His grace. The Collects for the
Gospel and Epistle emphasize the peace, hope, and holiness that faith
in a reconciled God produces. The standard Epistle is a very appro-
priate corollary to the text. The Gospel might well be used as an
introduction to point up that the rejection of Christ by the Jews was
to perverted notions on the nature of Messiahship and not to Scriptural
failure to delineate His character and office.

Goal and Purpose of the Sermon.— The hearer is to perceive how
precious his status is as a reconciled child of God and a member of
the congregation of God and to strive by the Spirit’s help to maintain
the cleansed condition faith has imparted.

Sin to Be Diagnosed and Remedied.—To be emphasized is the
sin of underestimating our own sinful condition and, in consequence,
underestimating the reconciliation God has effected through Christ’s
vicarious death; as well as its dire result in our lives, namely, no real
concern for our growth in holiness of life and in service to God.

Opportunities for Explicit Gospel.— Few texts in Scripture stress
so remarkably the facts of sin and grace as does this. Christ bore our
personal and social sins forever away from even the ken of God by
His death on the altar of the cross. Christ is the antitype of both goats,
the bullock, and of Aaron.

Hlustrations.— A simple presentation of the dramatic subject matter
in the text will make unnecessary the use of much additional illustra-
tive material. Here is a quotation that might be useful to prove the
need for emphasis on man’s sinfulness: “I deny that men are inherently
evil, that people love war, fight, and combat. Most people are peaceful
and would go their own way if left alone and not forced through
systems of government and economies to act parts they don't like and
didn’t choose.” — CHARLIE VAN COTT, in Masonic Inspiration, 1 (July
1955).

Outline
The Divine Remedy for Human Malady
I. Man Is a Lost Creature
A. Not generally admitted.
1. By human philosophy which deems him inherently good.
2. By “Christians” imbued with philosophy of work-righteous-
ness.
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B. The viciousness of sin.

1. Terms — “uncleanness,” “transgression,” “iniquities,” “sin.”

2. Requires death.to free man. The enormity of sin (Heb.
9:22).

3. While sins often are against the fellow man, they are pri-
marily an offense against God. Blood sprinkled on and be-
fore mercy seat (v.15) and altar (v.18). No man to go
into holy place until atonement made (v.17).

4. Contaminates and perverts man's environment (vv.16,18;
Rom. 8:20; Is.6:5).

5. Sins must be ‘confessed (v.21).

C. Requires a power outside man to save him. Bullock, goats,
sacrificial animals.

II. God’s cure

A. As a substitute was provided for Isaac, so God has a Substitute
for man, but, unlike Abraham, this required the sacrifice of
His Son. Scapegoats and bullock are types of the Messiah.

B. The animals (types of Christ) are to bear the sins of men.
Imposed (v.21).

C. Can be wiped out only by death. “Blood is the life” (Deut.
12:23; Lev.17:11, 14; Is. 44:22).

D. Carried away forever from the presence of God and man.
“Wilderness,” (v.21; Ps.103:12).

III. A holy people results

A. Sins are cleansed away. Men and places hallowed (vv. 19,20).

B. God and man are reconciled. God now Friend and Father
(v.19). Seven number of reconciliation.

C. Entrance into Holy Place (v.17), worship, again possible.
Practice of confession and absolution at beginning of service

correct.
D. We are a comgregation of God. Joint work, not only as in-
San Francisco, Calif.:--*' “; : : ' A.C.Nnz
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