
Concordia Theological Monthly Concordia Theological Monthly 

Volume 24 Article 2 

1-1-1953 

Our English Bible Our English Bible 

E. J. Saleska 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm 

 Part of the History of Christianity Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Saleska, E. J. (1953) "Our English Bible," Concordia Theological Monthly: Vol. 24, Article 2. 
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol24/iss1/2 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from 
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor 
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol24
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol24/iss1/2
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol24%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1182?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol24%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol24/iss1/2?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol24%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


Our English Bible 
By E. J. SALBSKA 

MANY Biblical scholars are agreed that September 30, 1952, 
will go down in American church history as a red-letter 
day. It was the publication date of the highly publicized 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible. Special services commem
orating the event were held in more than three thousand com
munities. Coupled with this was the celebration of the 500th anni
versary of the first printing, in Mainz, Germany, of the famous 
Gutenberg Bible. In recognition of this event the United States 
Government placed on sale on September 30 a special commemora
tive three-cent stamp. 

The RSV is the first revision of the English Bible of any conse
quence to appear in the last half century and is the result of some 
.fifteen years' work by a group of scholars representing the greater 
part of American Protestantism. These considerations alone make 
its publication another milestone in the history of the translated 
and printed Bible. 

Some of the facts concerning the inception and publication of 
the RSV make interesting reading. 

The International Council of Religious Education, which owns 
the copyright of the American Standard Version, believed that a new 
version was needed in order to eliminate antiquated language from 
the KJV and to give the English reader the benefit of recent archae
ological, philological, and textual studies. A committee of Bible 
scholars was appointed, supplemented by a fifty-man advisory board, 
to survey and then undertake the work. Some of these had pre
viously issued versions or translations of their own. As chairman, 
Luther A. Weigle, long-time dean of Yale Divinity School, was 
appointed in 1929. The work of revision did not get under way 
until 1937. Thirty-two men took some part in the work, but the 
actual revision and translation was in the hands of twenty-twO men 
during the following fifteen-year period. Needless to say, all of the 
latest facilities for Biblical research were made available to this 
group. The Revised Standard New Testament made its appearance 
in 1946. 

13 

1

Saleska: Our English Bible

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1953



OUll ENGLISH BIBLB 

Probably no event in American church history has ever received 
such widespread publicity as the publication of the RSV, with radio, 
newspapers, periodicals, and television vying with one another in 
streSSing its importance. It has been hailed as the biggest book 
project in American history. The one-million-copy first edition of 
September 30 was the largest ever taken by a publishing concem. It 
called for one thousand tons of paper, two thousand gallons of ink, 
over seventy-one miles of forty-inch cloth, and twenty million square 
inches of twenty-three-karat gold leaf. The first edition was sold out 
almost immediately. 

In connection with a publication of such vast proportions, it .is 
encouraging to note that, according t0 the Chrislit1n Cen111ry, the 
American Bible Society had its record year in 1951. Eric North, 
general secretary, reported that during the year the society clistrib
utcd sixteen million volumes of Scripture, exceeding by 25 per cent 
the previous record set in 1945. Since its founding in 1816 the 
society has clistributcd a t0tal of 415 million volumes of Scripture, 

Herc in St. Louis, at the annual meeting of the Gideons Inter· 
national recently, a budget of two and one-half million dollars was 
approved, aiming at the clistribution of two million New Testaments 
to the Armed Forces, three million t0 children nnd young people, 
one hundred fifty thousand t0 nurses, seventy-five thousand tO hos
pitals, in addition t0 two hundred fifty thousand t0 hotels and rourist 
camps. 

In connection with the publication of the RSV, a recent survey 
has brought some interesting facts tO light nbout Bible reading. 
Some 90 per cent of Protcstnnt families own Bibles, and most of 
them possess more than one. They arc usually kept in the living 
room, about half on the bookshelf, one fourth on n table. One third 
of the readers keep them at their bedside. It is estimated that 95 per 
cent read the Bible at some time, e.g., 40 per cent once a wcclc, 
20 per cent- chiefly Protestants- read it every day. Half of the 
readers "study it," 40 per cent read it as literature, and the rest 
both ways. 

In view of all this publicity regarding the RSV and Bible clistri
bution and use, a revived interest has been noted in the histOry of 
English Bible translation and versions. For this reason we append, 
for your convenience, a detailed tabular view of the genealogy of 
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OUR. EN~LISH BIBLE 115 

the English Bible, basic sources used by revisers and translators. and 
pertinent notes which may be of interest. 

The partly annotated bibliography. though far from complete, 
will nevertheless call attention to those sources available for further 
study of this interesting and vital subject. 

Reference to a number of volumes of more recent vintage which 
make for a better understanding of the background of Biblical his
tory and literature, may be helpful to those who may be inclined to 
further study in this direction. Dr. F. F. Bruce of the University of 
Sheffield, editor of the E11angelical Q11arterl1, has written a volume 
which appeared in 19501 published by Pickering & Inglis of London, 
entitled The Books and. the Parchments. A recent work on text and 
versions has just been published by the University of Wales Press 
and authored by Bleddyn J. Robem. titled Old. Test11ment Texts antl 

· Versions. Those who have examined it state that it is really the first 
comprehensive book on this subject appearing in the English lan
guage and abreast of the latest discoveries and results of sound re
search. Quire comparable co the volume just mentioned is the one 
by Frederick G. Kenyon entitled The Text of the Greek Bible, first 
published in 1937 and now in a revised edition. This may be ob
tained through Blessings Book Store in Chicago. Another volume 
dealing with early manuscripts and versions, also by Kenyon. is 
entitled 011r Bible and the Ancie111 M111111scripts. The fourth revised 
edition appeared in 1939. 

OUR ENGLISH BIBLE GENEALOGY 

MANUSCRIPT BIBLES AND PORTIONS 

597-1382: Old English and Middle English; metrical paraphrases. 
glosses, and translations from the Latin Vulgate, ere. ( Caedmon, 
Bede, Alfred, Aelfric.) 

1382: The Wycliffe-Hereford Bible. 
1388: A revision of Wycliffe by Purvey and others. 

PRINTED BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS 

1525: Tyndale's New Testament, from the original Greek, Luther, and 
Erasmus. 

(3,000 copies - printed in Europe) 
1530: Tyndale-portions of the· Old Testament, Pentateuch, and Job 

-from the Hebrew. 
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16 OUR ENGLISH BIBLB 

1534: Tyndale's New Testament revised-also Old Testament por
tions. 

1535: Tyndale's New Testament revised. 
1535: Coverdale's Bible-from the Vulgate, Luther, Zuerich, Pag-

ninus, Tyndale. 
1536: Coverdale's Bible-second edition. 
1537: Matthew's Bible (John Rogers), from Tyndale and Coverdale. 
1539: Taverner's Bible-a private revision of Matthew's Bible plus 

the Vulgate and Greek text. 
1539: Great Bible - first edition - from Matthew's, Muenster, 

Erasmus, Complutensian Polyglott (published in Paris and 
London). 

1540: Great Bible-second edition-Preface by Cranmer. 
1560: Genevan Bible, from original texts, Tyndale, Great Bible, and 

Beza. (First Bible with chapters and verses-Bible of the Pil• 
grim Fathers-140 editions.) 

1568: Bishops' Bible, from Great Bible, Genevan, original texts. 
1576: Tomson's-a revised Genevan Testament, from Genevan, Beza, 

Greek text. 

1582: Rheims New Testament, from Vulgate and Genevan. 
1609-1610: Douai Old Testament, from Vulgate and Genevan. 
1611: Authorized Version, from original texts, Bishops' Bible, Genevan, 

Rhemish, Tremellius, Beza, and earlier Latin versions. ( Forty· 
seven scholars - Church of England version - revisions made 
1613, 1629, 1638, 1762, and 1769. 

18TH AND •19TH CENTURY TRANSLATIONS 

1729: William Mace, "The New Testament in Greek and English." 
From original text, but broke sharply with traditional renderings. 

1755: John Wesley, New Testament with Notes-a revision of the 
Authorized Version. 

1764: Anthony Purver, "A New and Literal Translation" of the Bible 
(Quaker). 

1768: Edward Harwood, "A Liberal Translation of the New Testament" 
(Paraphrase). 

1791: Gilbert Wakefield, A Unitarian version. 
1826: Alexander Campbell, ''The New Testament," from the Greek 

original by three Doctors of the Church of Scotland. 
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OUR. ENGUSH BIBLE 17 

1833: Rodolphus Dickinson, "A New and Corrected Version of the 
New Testament." 

1833: Noah Webster, "The Common Version, with Amendments of 
Language." 

1881: The English Revised New Testament-revised Authorized 
Version, from original text plus previous versions available. 
( Church of England translation, 27 scholars, Nonconformists 
represented, American committee co-operated. 10½ years in 
preparation.) 

1885: The English Revised Old Testament, same as above ( 14 years 
in preparation). 

1881-1883: American Revised New Testament-two unauthorized 
versions incorporating readings of the American Committee. 

1898: American Revised New Testament-an un:authorized edition. 
of the above, printed by Oxford :and Cambridge University 
Presses. 

1901: The American St:andard Version, "translated out of the original 
tongues, being the version set forth A. D. 1611, compared with 
the most :ancient :authorities and revised A. D. 1881-1885." 
(Thomas Nelson copyright-for langu:age and accuracy superior 
to others, :and with gre:ater consistency of tr:ansl:ation when com
pared with the origin:al text.) 

INTERIM VERSIONS AND TRANSLATIONS 

1898-1901: The Twentieth-Century New Tes'rament-b:ased on the 
critical Greek text of Westcott and Hort of 1881. (Issued in 
three p:arts between 1898 and 1901 by twenty scholars represent
ing various sections of the Christi:an Church. Modem p:ara
graphing, quot:ation m:arks, tides, and subtitles included.) 

1901: The Historic:al New Test:ament, by James Moffatt, b:ased on the 
critical Greek text of Nestle, 1898, 1900. (Explan:atory intro
duction, historical tables, critic:al notes, and an appendix on 
problems of interpolation, compilation, and authorship, with 
introductions to the various books. Arranged in supposed 
chronological order of books.) 

1903: The New Testament in Modem Speech, by Richard F. Wey
mouth, edited and p:artly revised by E. Hampden-Cook. Based 
on the "Result:ant Greek Testament" -a critical Greek teXt 

b:ased on recent editions and published by Weymouth. (Brief 
introductions to books, modem paragraphing, quotation marks, 
section tides, and footnotes. First American edition, 1943.) 
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.18 OUR. "ENGUSH BIBLI 

1903: The BiJ,le in Modem English, by Farrar Fenton. (New edition 
1938. Strange spelling of names - believed Go:spel . of John 
a translation from the Hebrew-not a worth-while tnm-
lation.) · · 

1907: The ¥odern Reader's Bible, by Richard G. Moulton. Based OD 

the English Revised Version. (Includes pan of the Apoaypba, 
introducti~n to books, general notes, and marginal readings. 
AttemptS to illustrate by printed form the literary form and 
structure of the books, poetry, prose, dmma, etc.) 

1913: The Holy Bible-An Improved Edition. American Baptist 
Publication Society. Based in pan on the Bible Union Version 
of 1864, 1865, and 1891. B. C. Taylor, W. R. Harper, J • .R. 
Sampey, I. M. Price, and J.M. :p. Smith worked the revision and 
translation. (Word "baptize" was. followed by "immerse" in 
parentheses. Poeric sections printed as poetry, moderp para· 

graphing. selected footnotes provided commentary.) 

1923: The Riverside New Testament, by William G. Ballantine. Used 
Nestle's Greek teXt and acknowledges use of Weymouth, Mof
fatt, Twentieth-Century New Testament, Authorized Version, 
English Revised Version, and American Revised Version. (Verse 
numbers omitted, index of persons and subject. Revised edition, 
1934.) 

1924: The Centenary New Testament, by Mrs. Helen Barrett Mont• 
gomery, Baptist leader. (Uses translations of others, introduc
tions to books, titles, and subtitles.) 

1926: The Bible, A New Translation, by James Moffatt. Based on 
a critical Greek text by Herman von Soden, Berlin, 1902-1913, 
(Verses and paragraphs occasionally transposed and indicated 
by footnotes. Much is paraphrase or free interpretation. Many 
editions. Popular. A "Revised and Final Edition" was issued by 
Harpers in 1935.) 

1931: The Bible, An American Translation, by J. M. P. Smith and 
Edgar J. Goodspeed. Goodspeed based his New Testament trans· 
lation of 1923 on the Westcott and Hon teXt and used simple, 
direct English in the American idiom. (Verse and chapter num
bers are noted in margins.) The Old Testament edited by Smith 
in 1927 is the translation of T. J. Meek, Leroy Waterman, A. R. 
Gordon, and Smith. Its use of traditional versions is evident. 
(Paragraphing. 

quotations, 
poetic forms, etc., are employed. ·as 

are also subject titles.) Selections from this Bible were used for 
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OU1 ENGLISH BIBLE 19 

the 1933 The Short Bible-An American Translation-with 
various books arranged in chronological order preceded "by brief 

introductions. The Complete Bible-An American Translation 
- published 1939, consists of Meek's revision of the translation 
of the Old Testament, a new translation of the Apocrypha by 
Goodspeed, and his New Tes~ent. 

1945: Berkeley Version of the New Testament, by Gerrit Verkuyl. 
Based on the Greek teXt of Tischendorf primarily (brief com
ments as footnotes included). 

1946: The Revised Standard Version of the New Testament. A re
vision of the King James rext (punctuation, quotations, para-
graphing, etc.) • · 

1950: The Basic Bible, edited by S. H. Hooke. Translated by a com
mittee of English scholars. (Based .on an English vocabulary of 
850 wo~s plus SP, Bible words and lOQ additional words for 
Old Testament use.) 

1952: The Revised Standard Version . . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
I. VERSIONS, TRANSLATIONS, REVISIONS 

Tb• Berlt11/111 Version of 1h11 N11w T11st.,,,•111, by G. VerkuyL · Berkeley, Calif.: 
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J. Goodspeed. Chicago: The 
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Photographically reproduced by the American Bible Society, New York. 
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& Sons, 1946. 
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B. Williams. Chicago: Moody Press, 1950. 
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Tb• New T•1111111en1 ;,, Motl•,.,. Br11lisb, by H. B. Montgomery. Philadelphia: 
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Pilgrim Press, 1937. 
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TIH N11w T11111111111r11, TN111/111,tl /ro,n 1h11 LIiii• V11l111111. Paterson, N. J.: 

St. Anthony Guild Press, 1941. 
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N11w Wo,1" Tr11,r1/111io• o/ 1h11 Chri11it,11 Gn•I, S,rip111r•1. Brooklyn: Watch 

Tower Bible and Traa Society (Jehovah's Witnesses), 1950. 
TIH R•vis• N11111 T111l11111••' ntl Histor, o/ Rovisio• under the direction of 

Isaac H. Hall Cbicago: J. S. Goodman ac Co., n. d. (ca. 1881). 
Tb• R•llisotl S111r,J.,,l V11rsior1 o/ 1h11 N11111 T.s111m11r11. New York: ThomaS 

Nelson ac Sons, 1946. 
TIH Riwrsitl• New T•1l1111111r11, u. by William G. Ballantine. Bosron: Houghron 

MifBin Co., 1934. 
TIH Sbortn Bibi•, by C. F. Kent. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
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IL THB HJSTOaY OP THB ENGLISH BIBLB 

Allis, Oswald T., Rm1io11 or N..,, Tur11lt11ior11 ''The Revised Staodard 
Venion of 1946." Philadelphia: The Presbyterian and lleformed Pub
lishing Company, 1948. 
A a>mparative study of the llSV New Testament with a aitial examina
tion of arrangement and tat. 

Beardsley, John Walter, TIH Bibl11 A"'o"I 11H Nt11i0111, New York: Fleming H. 
llevell Company, 1899. 
A comprehensift study of the great translations of the Bible, including the 
Samaritan Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate, Gothic. German, Hollandish, French, 
and English. 
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Butterwonh, Charles C., T/J• Lilt1rM7 Li••-i• of ,,,. Kir11 J-•s Bil,/•, 1340 ro 
1611. Philadelphia: UniveniEy of Penmylvania Press, 1941. 
A scholarly srudy of the lineage of the English Bible down to the King 
James Venion, wirh selected passages for comparative srudy. 

Cameron, Henry P., History of th• Er11lisb Bil,/•. Paisley: Alexander Gardner, 
1916. 
A well-written, popular, and wonh-while account of the ancestry of the 
English Bible down to the English Revised Venion. 

Colwell, Ernest C., Wl,,r1 ls lb• B.sl Nftll T•sl11111•rt1l Chicago: UniveniE)' 
of Chicago Press, 19,2. 

A survey of New Teswnent rexrual aiticism wirh samples of variant 
texu, 

m11nusaipa 
available to uanslaton, and aireria for a reconsrruaion 

of the best possible New Testament. Of liberal persuasion. 
Conant, H. C., Tb• Er11lisb Bil,/11 ,· Hi11or, of 11,11 Tr11r1s/111io• ir110 1/J• Er11lisl, 

Tor11••· New York: Sheldon Blakeman lie Co., 1s,6. 
A study of the history of Bible translation with specimem of the Old 
English versions. 

Daiches, D., Th• Ki"I J11mt1s Ytmio• of 1h11 Er,1/isb Bil,/•. Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 1941. 
An account of the development and sources of the English Bible of 1611 
with special reference to the Old Teswnent translators, especially of Isaiah. 

Faris, John T., T/J• Ro1r11111ee of 1h11 Et11lisb Bil,/•. Philadelphia: The West• 
minsrer Press, 1936. 
An extensive outline srudy and a fascinatingly readable account of the 
genealogy of the English Dible down to the American Revised Version. 

Fenton, Farrar, T/J• Bib/11 i11 Modt1r11 E,,1/isl,. London: Adam lie Charles Blaclc, 
1903. 
One of the best texts, for the average reader, on the history of the 
English Bible. 

Gaebelein, Frank E., Dow11 Tbro•1b th• A1•s; th • S1or1 of tb• Ki111 J111r1,s Bil,/e. 
New York: The Macmillan Company, 192,. 

A rapid survey of the English Bible through the years. 
Goodspeed, Edgar J., Tb• Mdir11 of lb• Et11lisb New T•slll,,,•111. Chicago: 

The University of Chicago Press, 192,. 
Traces the progress of the English New Testament from Tyndale to the 
modern-speech uamlations before 192,; emphasizes the literary and archae
ological advances .Seering New Teswncnt srudy. 

Goodspeed, Edgar J., Prol,/11,,,.s of Nftll Test11•er11 Tr11111"'1io11. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1945. 
Treau 11, vexing phrases in the Greek New Teswncnr, uacing the dif
ference of translation in various veniom, including Goodspeed'• solution. 

Gruber, L Franklin, The Pirsl Et11lish Nftll Tt11l11lffHI 11r1tl C.,,,b•r. Burlington, 
Iowa: The Lutheran Literary Board, 1928. 
A comparison between Luther and Tyndale and a discussion of the exrent 
to which Tyndale was dependent on Luther in his translation of the 
New Testament. 

Hearon, W. J., O•r Ow• E•1lish Bil,/•; Its Trnsllllors ll1lll Th•ir 'IVori. 
London: Francis Griffiths, 1913. 
A scholarly srudy of English Bible history in the manusaipr period and 
down ro Wyclif. For further srudy see the author's Th. Bil,/• of 1/J• 
R•for1r1111io. and Th• P•rit11r1 Bil,I•. 
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Hoare, H. W., TN BIIO/•lio,. of IN B•1lisb Bil,/•. London: John Murray, 1901, 
An historical sketch, with liale aidcal detail, of the su«essive venioas 
from 1382 co 1885 with an accompanying chronological cable for the 
period between the sixth and seventh centuries. 
Knox, llonald, TrWs of • Tr••slMor, New York: Sheed & Ward. 1949. 
A popular presencadon by a lloman Catholic scholar, of the mysceries of 
translation in general and of Scripture in particular, with replies co some 
of the more notable aiticisms. 

Lovett, llichard, Th• PriRt,tl B•1lub Bil,lo, 1525-1885. London: The lle
ligious Traa Society, 1894. 
A brief but excellent survey of the history of printed English Bibles from 
Tyndale co the Revised Venion, with a one-page bibliography and several 
valuable chapter notes. 

McAfee, Cleland Boyd, TN Gr,m•sl EH1lisb Clasi'-New York: Harper It 
Brothen, 1912. 
An easily read study of the King James Version of the Bible and its 
influence on life and literature, with a chapter on the English Dible before 
King James. · 

McComb, Samuel, Tb• llf•i,i•1 of the E111lisb Bil,/11, New York: Molfact, 
Yard and Company, 1909. 
Noc so much a history of the English Bible, but an indication, in the 
light of recent investigations, of the immense debt the latest revisions owe 
to all their predecesson. Special appendix articles on the English Bible 
before Tyndale, Tyndale's debt co the Wydiflice versions, the origin and 
history of the Latin Vulgate, wrong or inadequate renderings in the 
Vulgate. Seventeen-page bibliography. 

Margolis, Mu L, Tb• S10,,, of Bil,le Tu111l•1io111. Philadelphia: The Jewish 
Publication Society of America, 1943. 
A scholarly, readable account, by a Jewish rabbi, of the Hebrew Scripture 
uanslatiom, Targum, Septuagint, and lacer Greek versions, Jewish trans
lations in the Middle Ages, Luther and the lleformation, King James, 
modern uamlaciom by Jews and Christiam. 

Mauro, Philip, Wbkb V•rsiorrJ lf•lhoriHtl or R•11is•dJ Boston: Scripture 
Truth Depoe, 1924. 
A comparative study, in popular style, between the text of the King James 
Version and the Revised Version of 1881, with a history of the back
ground and method by which both came into existence. 

May, 
Herbert 

Gordon, 011r B•1lisb Bil,/• ;,. IN Mai11i; lb• Wortl of Li/• ;,. 
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