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I BOOK REVIEW 

All 60011 niMwH ;,, 11,u t,moJiul ,.., n 
,rt,e11Nll fro• or llmn,11, Co,,eoNi. P11J
lhhi•1 Ho11s,, 3"8 SOlllh l•l,r10,, .f.-, 
S1. Lollil 18, Mil10,m. 

VOIAUSSBTZUNGBN DER NBUTBSTAMBNTLICHBN BXBGBSB. By Ernst 
Lcrle. Luther.10er-Verlag, Frankfurt am Main. 1951. 103 pages. 
DM 5.40. . 

If exegesis is the pulse beat of theology, hermeneutics is the pulse beat 
of exegesis. Nowhere are the currents and crosscurrents of theology more 
dearly seen than in the shifting of emphasis in the field of exegesis. The 
Pttscnt-day shift is seen, first, in the fact that there is once more a literature 
in hcrmeneuria after rhe long and cool ninereenth-ceoauy assu.mpcioa 
rbar in the flowering of the historical-critical mccbod the bermeneutical 
problem had been solved; and, secondly, in the fact that the newer ber
mcncurical literature has rheological concerm, not merely formal and 
inrclJc:aual ones. 

Ernst Lerle"s book constitutes a good inuoducrion to the hermeaeutical 
problems of the present day and their historical background - we call 
especial arrenrion ro the excellent bibliography on pages 98-101; but 
ir is more than thaL His historical survey serves aaodier purpose; he is 
concerned wirh the Voras1•lu•1•11 of exegesis, a rerm which be wants 
understood in a neutral ~nse u "Bezeichnung fuer DOIWCDdige Vor
bcdingungcn des Auslegens" (p. 10), and he conducts his survey with 
a view to determining just whar the predisposition of the interpreter was 
in the cue of the various rheological currents and schools; this makes 
his historical chapters interesting and fruitful even for those who have 
no technical interest in hermeneutical problems. The conclusion and 
crown of the work is his lut chapter, "Anforderungen, die du Neue 
Testament an seine Leser srellr." in which he asks the New Temment 
itself what Vor111111•1Z11•1•• it demands of ia readers, a common-sense 
bur by no means obvious procedure, u the history of exegesis has shown. 
Two sentences from his lut chapter will make dear his conclusion: "la die 
Schrift ist der Sraadpunkr, voa dem am sic gelesea seia will, hineiagelegr, 
wie in eia Gemaelde hineingelegr wird, voa welchem Ort aus es betnchtet 
werdea soil ..• Das N. T. ugt an vielea Scellea sehr k1ar und eindeutig, 
wie es gelesea sein will. Es maeubt sich gegea jedes Auslegea und 
Berncbten, du voa einem anderea Srandpuokt aus vollzogea wird als voa 
elem des Gehorums. Die Annahme des Evangeliwm voa Jesus Christus 
isr die eatscheidende VorauuetzUag fuer du Vencehen dcr Sc:hrift." 
(Pp. 96-97.) This lut chapter especia111 is hearril1 commeaded to 
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the careful stud7 of all who concern themselves with the INdy of 
Scripcure; it is b7 itself well worth the very modest price of the book. 

Ernst I.erle is puu,r of the Evangelilch-Lutherilche fluecbdinpmit
aionskirche in German7. The reviewer therelon: akes an addecl pleume, 
af!d some pride, in comm.ending his book co his brctbrcn here in America. 
The fact that be rcacl, enjoyed, and pniled the book before dilamriaa the 
author's identity should ~uit him of any suspicion of partisan fenor. 

M. H. P'MNZIWIN 

LANGB'S CoMMBNTAllY ON THB HOLY SClllPTUUS. Tramlarcd flOID 
the German and edited, with additions, by Philip Schaff. Zoademn 
Reprint Edition. $3.95 a volume. 

This review should have been written long ago; it is bciag wri11e11 
now chiefly because the reviewer can DO longer bear co look the tm 
swely New Tawncnt volumes in the face; he bu a c:omdeace. ••• 
Tbcrc sccms co be a ccnain lY dl11ffllltllltllselM/I in the world of boob a 
in the world of men. Of twenty estimable and blamclm men, oae 
becomes our familiar friend, and one only; and DO one can reall7 acaiunc 
for the fact tl:mt the other nineteen remain pcriphcnl co him. la tbe 
world of boob, spcdfiaJly comm.encaria, I have DO rcuon in tbe world 
for not using good old Lange-SchaJf more than I do. Men whose judgmat 
I respect commend him, men whose tbcoloBY I admire use him. But 
somehow I find myself always reaching for some other commcncary firs. 
Zahn, Schlatter, Sanday and Hcacllam, Lohmeyer, or • clozea omen. 
I make DO apologia for this, but it does make writing a rninr dillicuk. 
All that I can offer is this: a) my personal non-use of I.aagc-Scbaf ii 
of no aignifiaace whatever; b) a puu,r of my acquain1a11ee, a good pumr 
who writes his own ICDDODI (and they arc good and edifying ICIIIIODI), 

writes me that Lange-Sc:baff is his favorite among commentaries; he Rads 
him first of all th,, commentaries on Monday and once mme, lut of .U. 
OD Prida7; be finds in him a good prcpuaaon for the aiacal cnluaaoa 
of the materials be finds in other boob and a good roundiag-oB whm 
he bu completed his study of the test. This is, I think, a veq high tribute 
and •ya more about the dwablc virtues of these boob than a,uld be 
gained from a personal reaction by M. H. hANZKANN 

THBoLOGllCHB QUAllTALSaDUPT. H.,111116•6•1,·,, 1/0lf Prof•ssorn ,,, 
UIIJolu~ Thnlo6N • • Uflit,,rliJal T••-6• Jalirpal 
132; 1. Q,,.,,.U,./1, SdnHl,...,,.,14 AG, Stuttgart, 1952. 

This German Quarterly, published by the Roman C•tholic pofmaa of 
·tbeoJoa, at Tucbingen. c:omaim a number of esays that arc worth .md
iag. Among them is "Die 'moraluchc Aufl'UCltllDg' und du a'-end1een
cliscbe Chrisreamm,," a study of Jluchrnaaism 'lrith a aiticism of di foibla 
dm erinClel a good u.adenamd.ing of ia luad•rnearals . These is, mo.eave, 
a 6ae hilNYic:,1 study of the C-tholic Paculty at Tuebiap from die 
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::-tion of Moebler (1835) co char of Profeao.r J. S. Dre, (1846), 
• secs forth iacidems aoc usually publisbecl. Perhaps tbe mc11C 
1111

,POnant aay is char entitled 'The Coacq,t Tr.JiliOtNS ia tbe Decree 
of ~ IV. Session of the Council of Trent." Beca1lle of tbe maDJ c:oa
llldiaoq opinions char prevailed, a special aimmlaee finally pmpmecl 
the raoludon co accept trllllilioNs 4H1slolon,• ;,, 1n1r•, which left tbe 
~ q Tague U it had been before. Esays OD ''NiaJdmms" and "The 
~ of the 'Sacramental' and the 'Spiritual' 1lecepcion of Christ" 
1ritb numerous book reviews conclude the rich content1 of this udiolic 
Quarru1y, which often czhlbia remarbbly evangelical trends. Evideady 
German Catholic theologians are IIODICWbat closer co Luther's llefoanadoa 
tbsn their colleagues in Spain and Italy. J. T. MUIILLD 

1'118 CffusnAN ExPBRJBNCB OP FO&GIVBNBSS. By ff. B. Mackinrasb, 
Nisbet & Co., London; co be had at Bleuing Book Co., Chicago 5, 
Ill. 295 pages, 9 X 6. '3.50. 

Hue is a theological dauic by Dr. Mackintolb, · formerly profesw 
0! Dogmatics at Edinburgh, which between 1927 and 1947 appcarecl In 
agbt .revisions and rq,rina, wu off tbe market for a number of yean. 
and is now presented co the theological reading public in a new reprint, 
No matter how much the reader may objea m this or char opinion or 
coadusion of the learned Scottish teacher, bis book comaim Y&luabJe 
Christian and apologedc fundamentals and entire chapten such u "Sia 
and Guilt," "St. Paul and Justification," "Luther and the Gospel," "The 
Aionemem" (co mention only chese few), for which he must be grueluL 
Dr. Mackintosh wu DO Lutheran, and bis llefonnecl backgrauad is neq
where in evidence. But a careful perusal of the book will leave the 
nudem richer in undemanding the magnitude of diYiae gnce char 
teYeals iaelf in bodi earning and dispensing forgiftllelL There are 
also leaer insigha char one pias from tbe book. To the rericwer, ffx 
insaner, the idea of the "NuminOU'," u set forth in Ouo's Dtu H.Jii•, 
became much dearer and more imelligible by the aur.bor's lucid aad 
precise apositioa. There will no doubc be maDJ wbo will tbaak the 
publishen for putting this cJusic: becJr:: OD the booJc marker. 

J. T. KUIII.I-III. 

Puun.L THY MINrsn.Y. By Stephen C. Neill. Harper & Bmchen, 49 E. 
33d St., New York, N. Y. 152 pages. 5X7½. '2.00. 

Tbe mareriaJ offered in dais Jiule wlame WU fiac paeared .la Jec&me 
form at a confereace of the Imer-Semiaary Mcmmear by • bishop ol 
tbe Anglican Church. There are maDJ stimuJadaa omenadrm m pi&le 
1111d help aemiaariam wbo are SOOD a, embark upoa life'■ pndec pofa
liaa. the boly Caristian minisuJ. Wida a few slip uoeyloas oae mmt 

admowJedae the ftlae of the perciaeat aad lmafu1 --·- pm 
. ID J'IIIIIII Jll'l,Wd&. 0. B. SollN 
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A SHOI.T CoMPAllATIVB HISTORY OP RBLIGIONS. By T" H. llobimoD
Gcrald Duckworth & Co., London; to be had at Blessing Book Co.. 
Chicago S, Ill. 184 pages, 7 XS. $2.S0. 

This is rhe second edition of Robinson's studies in comparative religioa, 
che first having appeared in 192S. Some of the chapren make good md· 
ing. u, for example, chose on Animism, Polycheism, and Islam. wbile 
orhen are inadequate. The most unsatisfactory chapter is that on Chris• 
tianity, partly because the author treats rhe Christian religion too vapely 
and superficially, and partly because he fails ro show what Biblical Chris• 
rianiry really is. Instead, he presents rhe various trends of rhe diJferenr 
Christian denominations, which leaves the reader bewildered. Ir is gratify
ing to note, however, that he presents the doctrine of Christ's atonement 
u central in all denominational groups. J. T. MUBLLD 

BI.OADCASTING: RADIO AND TBLBVJSION. By Henry L Ewbank and 
Sherman P. Lawton. Harper and Brothen, New York. c. 19S:L. 
S ¾ X 8 ½. xiii and S28 pages. $4.S0. 

Prepared by pioneer reachen in the field, this book provides a complete 
survey of radio and television. The book is divided into sections on the 
business and control of broadcasting, scheduling and programming. types 
and preparation of programs, directing programs, and me:1Suring program 
response. Appended are glossaries of radio and television terms, a selected 
bibliography, and an index of subjects. Pen-and-ink sketches and a brief 
insert of plates illustrate the book. The book does nor propose to give 
complete instruction on the preparation of broadcasts, nor will it supplant 
experience with radio and careful training in the buic fields of writing. 
journalism, dramatia, advertising, ecc.' The book is useful, howe9er, for 
indicating che huge complexity and divenity of broadcasting. Prepared 
u a textbook, rhe work provides an abundance of exercises and readings. 
The section on religious programs is but three pages in length, of which 
almost norhing concerns television. The work is careful and detailed in 
its material on legal and commercial upects of radio. 

lllCHAIID 1l. C\BYNDBI 

THB AI.T OP PI.BACHING. By Ferdinand Valentine. The Newman Press, 
Westminster, Md., 19,S2. S¾ XS¾, 224 pages. $4.00. 

Written for young priests and orhen in training by a British Dominican, 
this book discuua upeccs of the preaching method in a literate, some
times chatty· and sometimes technical fashion. The author bu little to 
uy on che construction or the theology of the sermon. He stresses preach
ing to the parish u buic for the power of Roman Catholic demonsmtion 
in Iarier meetings. He hu useful things to uy about the modem mind 
and its p,eoccupadom and weakening under the influence of radio. He·hu 
much to •1 oo technical mauen such as physical ttluation. poper 
posture, acoustia. pure. and timing. A section on 'Types of Prsch-1 
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ing" brings much -material on methods of discussion, and bu a useful 
mnct on "Speaking to Children." The author feels that a sense of 
dependence upon God is essential for him to feel the compassion of 
~t and thus to bring the help of Christ to othen. In many particulan 
d11s book diffen from the American literamre on homiletia. Whether its 
unique categories of thoughts are typically Roman Catholic or typically 
British is a question. RICHAm 1l. CABMMOD 

THB T1TJ-1B. By _George A. E. Salstrand, Th. D. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich. H pages, '¼ X7Y.z. s, cents. 

Though the author says many fine things on the subject of proportionate 
Christian giving, one finds it difficult to feel convinced that be proved 
his thesis. namely, that tithing is the minimum srandard for Christian 
giving. He shows how Christ and St. Paul both raught generous and pro
portionate giving, but then takes for granted that they meant tithing, since 
they had been brought up in Jewish homes, where tithing wu faithfully 
practiced. One just cannot demonstrate from Scripmre that tithing is the 
minimum standard for Christians in the New Tesrament. The most we 
can say, as Dr. P. Pieper once stated, is that Christians should feel com
pelled by gratimde for grace received to begin where the Jews by Law 
left ofI. One of the feamrcs of the book is a collection of data on tithe 
giving among ancient heathen nations u well u various quotations from 
the early Church Pa.then on this Christian grace. The book closes with 
some practical reasons for tithe giving and a sizable bibliography. 

O.E.SOHN 

ON PROVING Goo. By Roger Hazelton. Harper & Brothers, New York. 
186 pages, sx6. $2.,0. 

Dr. Hazelton is Abbot Professor of Christian Theol~gy at Andover 
Newton Theological Seminary. Himself oriented to liberal tbeolog, be 
nevertheless takes issue with skeptia who deny the existenee of God 
and the possibility of proving it. In six thoughtful and learned chapten 
the author discuues the subject under the following heads: 'The Demand 
for Proof," 'The Possibility of Proof," 'The Burden of Proof' (two 
chapcers), 'The Hean of Proof," and 'The Wonh of Proof." In a "fore. 
,n,rd" he clarifies his viewpoint and explains the genais of the chapren, 
which originally were lectures delivered at Pomona College. Calif., in 
19,o. Those looking for a lucid and dignified treatment of the subject 
will read this new and valuable apologetic with pleasure and pio&t, though 
they may not always agree with what it says. The writer is well read ~ 
quota ancient and modern thinkers by the dozen. To the rniewer the 
discussion of Kant's theories proved especially attractive, though in the 
last analysis Dr. Hazelton does lioc seem to get any farther in his reasoning 
than does the philosopher of Koenigsberg. This is no book for people 
that do not care to think, but the intelligeauia will peruse it with gratitude 
both to the author and the publishers. J. T. Mum.LP. 
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EAsnnl-lTS STORY AND MBANING. By Alan W. Wans. PubL bf 
Henry Schumann, New York. 128 pap. :5¾ XS¾. $2.:50. 

This little volume contains much interesting information regarding 
ecclesiastical rites and folk practices which arc associated with the Festival 
of Easter. Explanations arc thus offered of the Easter bunny, the -Eascer 
egg, etc. Much symbolism is explained, and many related and similar 
pagan practices are referred to. Although too much is often made of 
pagan praaiccs, the author docs seek to sueu the Christian significance, 
and he is not ready to state, as do so many orhen, that the Christian rite 
is an outgrowth of the pagan. Reproductions of several beautiful works 
of an as well as sketchings of various symbols enhance the value of the 
book. The Rev. Alan W. Warts, S. T. M., is at present the chaplain of 
the Episcopal Church at Northwestern Univenity, Evanston, Ill. 

WALTllll E. BUSZIN 

Oull DAILY WALK. By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Publishing House,. Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 390 pages, 8 X :5 ¾- $3.:50. 

AFrn THrs MANNER. By J. C. Macaulay. Wm. B. Ecrdmans Publish· 
ing Company. Grand Rapids, Mich. 86 pages, :5¾ XS¾. $1.:50. 

We have here two volumes of good, wholesome devotional readings. 
While the former is based on 366 passages from the Holy Scriptures, one 
for each day of the year, the latter is based on the Lord's Prayer. Both 
offer much comfort and strength, and both keep Christ in the center of 
the picture. We regret, however, that the language of both will often 
make it difficult particularly for children to follow. 

WALTllll E. BUSZIN 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

Pro• Co,,,orJi11 P11blishi•z Ho,ue, St. Lo11is, Mo.: 

PACNG THB DAY. Bible Selections for Various Conditions of Life. 
Selected by Wm. A. Kramer. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
19:52. 24 pap. 4 X 6. 2:5 cents. 

Proa Otbw P11blisbns: 

WB ANGBLS ARB TONIGHT. A Children's Christmas Wonhip Program. 
By James P. Maier. The Christian Education Company, Highland, DL 
3d printin&, 19:52. 32 pages, :5½X7¾. Price not given. 

CoURAGB AND CoNFIDENCB FROM THB BIBLB. Edited by Walter L 
Moore, D. D., and the Staff of the Christi,,. Hn.U. Foreword br Daniel · 
A. Poling. Prentice-Hall, Inc., New York, 19:51. 36:5 pap. 7JiX:5¼. 
S2.7'. 

MUSIC LBvBLS IN CHRlsTIAN EDuCAnON. By Herbert G. TOftJ
Van Kampen Press, Whmron, Ill. 143 pages, :5% xs. $2.00. 
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