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THE GRACE OF CHRISTIAN GIVING

L. The Measure of This Grace in Us Shows Iiself in Our Total
Attitude Toward Giving

(Here the background of this text should be presented. An
offering was being lifted for the poverty-stricken Christians in
Jerusalem. The Corinthians had requested directions, and Paul had
given them (1 Cor. 16:2). Paul had boasted of the early interest
and plans of the Corinthians to the Macedonians (1 Cor.9:2).
Macedonians had, however, overwhelmed Paul with their liberality
(2Cor.8:1f). Now he surely wanted the Corinthians to be
ready when he comes, especially if any Macedonians would come
with him (vv.3-5). But because of conditions in Corinth, Paul
uses a very tactful approach and lays down general principles of
Christian giving which still apply today.)

A. We reap as we sow in giving.

1. Sparing sowing means scant harvest. No wise farmer is

that foolish (Prov.11:24).

2. Sowing bountifully, according to blessings received, brings

a bountiful harvest (v.G6).
3. God is eager to shower as many blessings as we are ready
to receive.
B. God measures our grace of giving by the attitude revealed in it
1. Deliberately, with thoughtful purpose; not haphazardly
(v.7).

2. Cheerfully (really hilariously), counting it a joyful privilege

and never a legalistic duty or compulsion (Prov.22:9).

Illustration: How foolish and altogether contrary to God's
standards was the giving of the scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 6:1-2)
and of Ananias and Sapphira! (Acts5:1-2.) How different the
spirit of the widow (Mark 12:44) and Mary! (Mark14:3.)
Present-day examples can be added very easily.

II. It Is God Alone Who Can Produce, Increase, and Bless
This Grace in Us

A. God is the Source of all grace, especially also the grace in
Christ Jesus. (Here in very hearty words, the preacher
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should show the matchless grace and liberality of God in
giving us His only-begotten Son (2 Cor. 8:9; Titus 3:7; Rom.
3:24; 5:15).
1. By this grace God adds various graces of Christian living to
all those who trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior (v.8).
2. God is able and willing to grant to every Christian also
the grace of Christian giving (v.8).
B. All through the ages God has granted this grace to believers
and blessed it (v.9).
1. Old Testament examples: Abraham, David (1 Chron.29:9).
2. Old Testament promises (Mal. 3:10; Ps. 112:9).
C. Where this grace of Christian giving is produced and increased,
many other blessings follow.
1. Bread for food. Today’s Gospel (Matt. 6:33).

2. Seed to sow. More money and goods to give away. Today's
Epistle (Gal. 6:9-10).

3. Fruits of righteousness (John 6:27; Rev. 14:13).

D. God uses human needs and human instruments to let this grace
prove itself (v.11).

Conclusion: Hymn 441.
St. Joseph, Mich. » W. W. STUENKEL

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
1 Joun 3:1-9

There are varying depths to the love of God. John 3:16 shows
us one depth to this love of God, but Rom. 5:6-8, revealing that
“while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us,” leads us into
greater depths of that love. Ready to show us still greater depths
of that love, St. John, in our text, invites us to

“"BEHOLD WHAT MANNER OF LOVE THE FATHER
HATH BEstowep UroN Us”

Speaking particularly of the love bestowed upon us Christians,
John bids us note that
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I. Although It Does Not Yet Appear, We Are Already
the Children of God and Shall Be Like Him

The revised reading of v.1 already brings us this astounding
assurance. It not only calls attention to the manner of love,
“that we should be called the sons [children] of God,” but John
adds by inspiration: "and we are!” This addition, found in old
manuscripts not known to the translators of the King James
Version, adds a punch that ought to stimulate our hearts. No
longer need any Christian sing:

"Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Do I love my Lord or no?
Am I His, or am I nor?

John bids us say: “We are!”

Indeed, it doth not yet so appear (v.2). We are still surrounded
by the shadows of this dark world. Perhaps we ourselves are sick,
afflicted, failing, dying; but “Beloved, mow are we the children
of God.” NOW! We do not hope to become. We are now!
God sees us now as we are going to be when He gets through
with us (Eph.5:27). "We shall be like Him” (Phil.3:21).
And it will all be real. "We shall see Him as He is." Do you
sense the depth of this love? And do not hesitate to believe it,
because you still see so much sin and wretchedness about you.
Just listen as John leads you to still greater depths of that love
and bids you note that,

II. Althongh Sin Still Makes Us Stumble and Fall, God Through
the Rebirth has Planted His Nature in Us So That We Cannot Sin
(Cannot Will or Want to Sin)

Had God, in Christ, done no more than pay for our sin and
guilt, we would still have remained limp and impotent in our
sinful patures (1Cor.2:14; Rom.8:7). So God's love went
farther. In bringing us to faith, God planted a new life, a new
incentive, a new nature in us, which takes up a battle with the
old nature (Rom.7:22-23). This new nature cannot sin. Each
verse in our text from vv.3-10 explains this purifying process
that goes on in the reborn.
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Behold, then, the manner of love bestowed upon you! As a
Christian you, too, feel this new incentive, this new life within
you, which does not want to sin. You, too, can then say with
Paul (Rom.7:20): “If I do that I would not, it is no more
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.” With the same force
John assures us in v.7: "He that doeth righteousness is righteous.”
This is the manner of the Father’s love. He has planted a living
evidence within us that we are His children (v. 10).

Answer, then, this manner of the Father's love, and sing
Hymn 397:1:

O Love, who madest me to wear
The image of Thy Godhead here; . . .
O Love, I give myself to Thee,
Thine ever, only Thine, to be.
(NOTE: 1f any would emphasize the powerful exhortations to sanctification

in wv.3-10, let him choose a different theme and approach and not spoil
John's purpose in revealing the manner of God's love.)

Tacoma. Wash. A.W.SCHELP
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