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THEOLOGICAL OBSERVER 

UIOLtmONS CONCDNING THB cmomN CONl'BSSION 

IA ia mat c:oaftlltioa. at Mankato, Mina.. the Norwegian Synod 
of tbe American Lmben.n Chwcb adopted the following iaolutions 
c:oamoing the C°""""" Ctmf•ssio.: 

"WHDBAS, The matter of the Common Confessioa. bas been placed 
before our Synod by our sis~ Synod. The Lutheran Chwcb-Mis­
souri S711ocl. for our consent to the c:oune of action outlined in the 
zaolutions of the Missouri Synod; Be ;, R•sol'll•tl, That we cannor 
gift our consent to the Common Confession as a settlement of doc­
uinal clli£amca between the Synodicnl Confermce and the American 
Lutbenn CliwdJ. fot the following .reasons: 

'Ihe Commoa. Confession does nor i:ejcct the errors of the 
American Lutheran Church. The document does not reject the 
false doctrine which has been expi:essed in the American Lu­
tbenn Cliurcb1 that some pans of the Scripture a.re not divinely 
impued. John 10:35; II Tim. 3: 16. On the contr.uy1 when de­
scribing the origin of Scripture, the Common Confession uses 
the expression "content and fitting word," which is acceptable to 
many of those who also accept the false doctrine aforementioned. 

Secondly, although the justification of all mankind in Christ 
{objective justification. Rom.4:5; Rom. 5: 18) has been openly 
denied within the American Lutheran Church, yet the Common 
Confession does nor definitely state that God has declared all 
mankind to be righteous in Christ. 

Thirdly, the error of the American Lutheran Church, that some 
people are convened to Christ while others a.re nor. because the 
converted offer only a nanual i:esistance1 while others offer will­
ful zaistance-this error is not rejected in the Common Con­
fession. Rom. 3:22-23. 

Fourthly, the Common Confession does not reject the error 
taught in the .American Lutheran Church that God elected His 
people to eternal life in view of their forseen faith. {Aas 13:48) 

Pifthly1 the Common Confession does not i:eject the error in 
the .American Lutheran Church, that the Means of Grace belong 
to the essence of the Holy Christian Church, Epb. 2: 19; Acts 2: 38; 
Matt. 26:38 [?]. {The saints in heaven do not need the .remission 
of sins.) 

681 
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882 THEOLOGICAL 01511.Vl!I 

Smhly, the O>mrnoa. Confasioa docs not t11"""1 rejea IIICla 
ermn in thfo doarioe of the Last Thiap u rbe Arneriaa tu­
thcna. Oimc:b is tolerating. u, for a:amplc, tbar me PaJ:IIC1 -, 
nor be rbe Antichrist unril rbe last day (II Tbea.2:S)i dm Ill 

unusually large number of Jews will be confffted ro Clrisr ia die. 
future (Aas 7:51i Rom. 8:7); 1lDd tbar thcte will be some kind 
of millcnial reign of Christ (II Tim. 3: 1). These aue enmpla 
suO'ic:ient to show that the Common Confession is not a settle­
ment of the diffcienc:es. 

"We therefore earnestly entreat our sister synod, the Lucbenua I 
Church - Missouri Synod, to reconsider its adoption of the a,mmon 
Confession and to reject it as a settlement of its doctrinal difamoes 
with the American Lutheran Church. 

"We further entreat The Lutheran Church-Missouri SJDOd m 
discontinue negotiations with the American Lutheran Ciuich emp 
on the basis of a full acceptance of rhe 'Brief Statement.' (Tims 3:l0J 

"Concern for the truth and for the continuation of our fellowship 
with the Missouri Synod on the doctrinal basis which we have eajo,m ' 
in the Synodical Conference through these many years moves us ID 

dmw up these iesolurions. We desire our fellowship on the basis of 
right doctrine and pmcrice to continue. God grant that the unii, 
which once piev:uled in the Synodic:il Conference may be remxed b)· 
:i steadfasr adherence to the Scriptural principles that have united us." 
(The ur1har11n Sanlinal, June 27, 1951) 

The Joint Synod of Wisconsin :ind the Slovak Evangelical I.urham 
Church will meet in August to take action on the Commo" Co•Jusio•, 
and the Theological Observer will publish these resolutions as SOOD 

:is possible. In a special convention the members of the Wesrem Wis­
consin District of the Wisconsin Synod studied the Comma• Co•• 
Jcssion. The reporter of this meeting stares in the No,1bws1,,. u-
1hcrtn1: "Wheiever rhe Common. Co11/cssio11 clearly sets forth Scrip­
tural truth, this fact w:is gladly noted. On the other hand, its inadcquaie 
treatment of doctrines hirherro in conrroversy was no less cleuly 
pointed our. Chief :among the exceptions taken ro the Comma• Coa­
f•ssion's wording were: the ambiguity of the statement on inspimioa; 
the lack of a straightforw:ird acceptance and definition of objectitt 
justi6carioni the failure to state clearly thar God's etem:il eleaioa is 
tn1l0 faith; and the omission of a statement that rhe means of grace. 
while constituting the infallible marks of the Church, are nor a put 

of her essence, nor to be spoken of as her 'visible side.' 
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1HIOLOGICAL OBSD.VD. 688 

"'Vuy pmperly DO resolutloas were passed by the convention, since 
die SJDOd iaelf is to take oBicia1 action on the CtnnmOII Cnf nsio,i 
in August, while the object of this meeting was only to give informa­
cioa, to study, and to discuss." 

All membe11 of the Synodical Confemice-oo less the members 
of rhe American I.utberan Cbwch-sincerely hope and earnestly pray 
that every discuss.i00 and eves::y resolution concerning the Common 
Co,,fwio11 may serve but one purpose: Th• bt1ikling of Christ's 
Ch.,,b. F. E. M. 

AS LU111UANISM LEAVES ADOLESCENCE 

Dr. W. D. Allbcclc, professor of historical theology, H:unma Divinity 
School, writing under this heading in the Lulh•ran Otttlook (June, 
1951), saesses tluee characteristics which mature Lutheranism-a 
age into which, as he thinks, Luthemnism is now entering-should 
possess: stability, freedom from emotionality, and a true sense of values. 
There are points in the anicle which we have reason to question. 
It also should have been stated char marure Luthemnism is marked by 
a thorough knowledge and a profound appreciation of the doctrinal 
heritage of the Reformarion. Bur the essay is worthy of carcful con­
sideration in some of its fundamental principles. There is, for in­
stance, the maturity of differentiating between adiaphora and dogm:is. 
The writer says: 

"A mature Lutheranism . . . should be able ro rake its liturgy or 
leave it. It should recognize liturgical practices for the adiaphora 
they are. It should be able to preach the Word and administer the 
S:acraments with as much or as little ceremony as local taste desires­
and no rising tempers over ir! ,Lutheranism in maturity will nor ger 
hot under the collar at the sight of a surplice, nor shudder at the view 
of a pasror wearing a blue shin while doing his marketing. To it n 
clerical collar is not a source of dismay, nor a red necktie a basis for 
asronishment. It does nor believe that rubrics are inspired, nor that 
they are the work of the devil. When Lutheranism has outgrown its 
adolescence, it has learned how to use liturgical materials our of histoq• 
in such a way that they are edifying, nor sterile." 

Important, we believe, is also rbe emphasis which rhe article places 
on the righr attitude toward things char are foreign. Since most Lu­
therans originally immigrated from various European count~ies, in 
panicular, from Germany and Scandinavia, their fully Americanized 
descendants have at rimes been inclined to feel ashamed of their an­
cestry or, in some cases, unbecomingly proud of the land from which 
their fathers came. Very rightly the anicle says: 
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"A .awwe Lutheno.ism suffen neither from pdde aar fmD iD­
feriority, for it is aware of both ics suength and ics wabm widaam 
being emotiooal about either. It is able co appieciall' ioberinare fmm 
abroad without nostalgia for cbings European. Tbe wmd '&nip" 
curies no terror. Facility in a European language is a muk of a:balar­
ship, not of recent immigration." 

A good paragraph is also the following: "Misunclenn.acli in die 
popular mind are being overcome. By its choin. its ndio piopms. 
and its publications Lutheranism has been gradually aeatiag a mme 
favorable public anitude toward itself. More and more it is iecopirin& 
its .responsibility tO the whole unchwcbed population and lauacbiag 
out int0 aggressive evangelism coward people of national origins. 
As it becomes free of linguistic limitations. it is free to enngelize iA 
any language. In all this it achieves stature when it is DOC wmried 
about stature." 

In his discussion of the subject "Sense of Values" the author allJ 
attention to Troelcsch's distinaion between chwcb-type am sm-cypc 
religious bodies. "The church-type gmup tends co have a higher esman 
for hiscory with its lessons, and a greater appteciarion for • wcll­
rounded, comprehensive theology. The sea-type, on the cxxwaq, is 
excessively concerned with matters of the present momenL It curies 
to abnormal degrees valid elements of Christian faith. perverting than 
by exaggeration." Here, we believe, it should have been stared tbar 
to contend for the faith once delivered co the saints does DOC per se 
lower a church to the level of a sect-type body. To be '"exmsiffl7 
concerned with m:itters of the present moment" does not ya make a 
religious group a sect-type, for the "matters of the present moment" 

may be of supreme importance for the Church's existence as a dis­
tinctive Lutheran denomination. No one, for example, would accuse 
Luther of sea-type tendencies when defending the real p.raeoce at 
Marburg. But the sea-type group, while failing in Chrisriao love and 
at the same time being addicted co spiritual pride, imposes false -nlucs 
and substitutes them for the true values of the divine truth. The sea­
type group therefore is always at variance with God's Word while a 
the same time it regards itself as the only and the authori~rive • 
fender of Christian teaching. The sect-type religious group is usmlly 
a morbid, and even a neurotic, phenomenon in Christendom. 

J. T. MUEUD 
"DB LA DIVINITB PAR L'HUMANITB A LA BESTIALITE" 

This is, so Emil Brunner, the distinguished Zurich theologian. ill• 
forms us in R•ligion in Li/• (summer number) the leitmotiv of his 

4

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 22 [1951], Art. 57

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol22/iss1/57



1HIDOGICAL OBSD.VD. 8815 

Gilarcl Leama (pw,]ished under the tide elms,-;,,, lltlll Cwiliu­
M). Pmfeaor Brwmer tabs iaue in hia I..ectwa with August 
Came (1798-1857), Pieach philompbet, who optimistially post· 
alaled die •Kmcfing rile of c:Mlization through the mecaphysial and 
dNdngia1 •ga to the pasitivistic, sc:ieatific:, and humanistic: stage 
m:l held oat for a united humanity. Professor Brunner also talces 
iaue with Profeaor Latourette. distinguished professor at Yale, who 
c:omad1 tb■t the Christian influence is greater in our time than ever 
befme. Profeaor 1'ruaner believes that the great sin of our age is 
m's uner dweprd of God, the Holy One, and of all traoscendent 
ulua. ■nd be claims to have discovered this disregard not only in 
Watem, but also in Oriental couptties. 

Plofca,r Brunner, as some think, is overly pessimistic:. Professor 
l■loweae, u IOIDC think, is overly optimistic:. No one human being 
is ■ble, because of the finiteness of his mind and life, tO express ad­
ecptely the whole and absolute truth inherent in the hisrorical process. 
But Professor Brunner can at least marshal in his favor the great saying 
of St. P■ul in 2 Tim. 3: 1-5: "'This know also that in the last days 
perilous times lh■l.l come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
COYeCOUs, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient tO parents, un­
_rh■nkful, unholy, without natural affection, truc:ebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, tmitors, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof." What else can 
P■ul's description of man mean but that man will, in the last days, 
aa like a brute interested only in his own existence? 

In any case, it is easy to assemble evidence for man's descent to 
bestl■lity. When Time magazine an, without evoking a shudder, tell 
about the "meat grinder"' in Korea; when Russian generals can send 
platoon after platoon onro mine-infested fields tO be blown into bits; 
when lynchings are still carried out in Southern States so horrible as 
to defy description; when the Kefauver Crime Commission uncovered 
auocities so cruel as to appear incredible, then it looks indeed as 
though man is becoming bestial. More evidence? Here is Harold 
Zietlow in the June issue of the L1'1ho,11n Outlook: 

"Along with England's treaty with the Chinese, tO preach the Gospel 
to them, was included a clause to dump opium upon them. And Eng­
land is ieguded a Christian nation. On the other hand, Confucian 
China wu able to suppress the use of gunpowder in war for centuries, 
while we u a professedly Christian nation boast of our ability in the 
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686 THBOLOGICAL OIISll.va 

&lOIDic: bomb to pulverize whole cities, incoo1idaa1e of ~ 
women and c:bildien. Our miasiooarlea aaifice to azq the pme w_. 
of God and the Christian way of life to oativa oo the illaada 
outposts of civilization. Theo in war aloog a,me the ddim &m 
our supposedly Christian nation, blasphemoully cwsing• and ming 11M 
holy names of God in just the opposite meanings to tbme which cbe 
missionaries had taught, contaminating these new Cliriltiaa com­
munities with whiskey, immorality, and venemal cliseues." 

But man is not a beast. He was created by God in His image. 'Ibar 
image God wishes His Chwch to rest0re in man through the pax­
wnation of God's free love in·Christ. And though there is much mub 
in Professor Latourette's observation referred to above, the Orisri•a 
Chwch still has enormous fields to conquer, fields white unto banes. 
.Asks Professor Brunner-and in this point we surely agn:e with him 
- "What can we do for a truly human civilization? We an m 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ more seriously than ever befme and do 
whatever we can, individually as Christians and collectively u a 
chwch, to make this Gospel relevant and undemandable co rhost 
who do not know or understand it yet. Whatever the forms are ia 
which we do this primary job of the Christian church, whether old· 
fashioned or up to date, whether direct or indirect, whether by preach· 
ing or by teaching • • . or by its practical application to some concmc 
social problem, this is the one thing needful." P. M. B. 

SCHWEl'l'ZBR'S EPJLOGUB 

Under this heading Dr. Hugh T. Kerr, Jr., in Tbeolor:, Tod..,• 
(July, 1951), discusses a "small volume of excerpts" from Dr. Alben: 
Schweitzer's works, which introduces especially his "eschatologiaJ 
position." The volume was edited by Colonel E. N. Mozley and bas 
appeared under the title Tha Theology of Albn l SclnHilur for Chris· 
ti1111 Inqttirers (Macmillan, 1951). To this volume Dr. Schweirm bas 
supplied a thirty-page "Epilogue" entitled ''The Conception of the 
Kingdom of God in the Transformation of Eschatology." It is, for 
the most part, according to Dr. Kerr, o. rehearsal of views cona.ined in 
earlier discussions, notably in his Tho Q11es1 of the Historiul ]1s•1. 
The interesting thing about this "Epilogue" is that it was written afm 
Schweitzer had spent more than o. quarter century in medical work in 
French Equatorial Africa, for which self-sacrificing work he bas bcm 
called "the greatest living Christian." Bur, o.s Dr. Kerr shows, this 
great "intellectual all-rounder" has not changed his theologial views 
which he championed forty-five years ago. He wrires: '"Ibe fact ~ 
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maim ••• mac Schweitzer clelibenlely .i:ejeas what be aka to be Jesus' 
on_., 111d the positiOD of c:be New Testammt u a whole. In align­
ing hillllelf wim the modem moc.eption of bringing in the Kingdom, 
'i:be echbl •ftian•riOD of c:be world,' be shows himself to be still­
rbrolngic:tlly 1petking-a mmitiOD figme between a.increenth-c:mtmy 
Ubenlim 111d axuempon.ry Biblical realism." Schweitzer, in view of 
bis pt medical miuion work, might be c:alled "the greatest living. 
hamtailaritn," but from the viewpoint of Cluisdtn theology he cer­
ainly CUDOt be htlled u "the greatest living Christian," because he 
iejeas die whole Cluistitn faith in the historic sense. J. T. MUIILI.D 

'IOWAID THB SOLUTION OF THE SBX EDUCATION PROBLEM 

So much is being written on the problem of sex education that 
oae is •pt to skip every page in a periodical which deals with this 
pabtps OfflStrcssed topic. Nevertheless the sex education problem 
still emu. to many indeed as a horrible nightmare, tad so fu no real 
solution bu been found for ir, nor has any book, pamphlet, or other 
cliiective been published which in our opinion fully helps pa.i:ents, 
tetehers, and pastors ro do rheir duty by the greatly tempted youth of 
roday. Ammct1 (July 14), the well-known national Catholic weekly 
review, in a very frank article, written by Sister Mary Jessine, reacher 
of Christian Social Science at Sr.Mary's (Milwaukee), occupies irself 
especially with the problem of sex education by pa.i:ents. The essay 
offers some vety helpful stnristics, dealing however only with Catholic 
conditions. Ir states, for example, that in only 590 cues out of 1,400 
weie the adolescents able to attribute their knowledge of sex marten 
tO their pueots. Of these the mother was the source of information 
in 506 ases, while the father instructed in only 84. Teen-agen up ta 

17 and 18, both boys and girls, were still coping with the question of 
sex which in many cases was to them a most serious problem. Ac­
cording tO the article, 68 per cent of the youngsters received their 
fust sex instruction or information between the ages of ten and four­
teen years. some already at five and others as late as 17. The article 
doses with the suggestion: "We arc convinced that it is up to our 
Catholic Ptrenr-Teacher Association groups to work out in practical 
detail pltns and material for pa.i:ent education on the matter of sex 
insuuaion. If pa.i:ents don't do their jobs, we are left in a decidedly 
awkwud position in our protests against transferring .i:esponsibillty to 

the schools." Here, we believe, is a problem for our conferences ta 
study. . J. T . MUl!I.LEJl 
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BAIBP ITEMS PaO~f "RIILIGIOUS NBWS SDVICB" 

A Roman Catholic parish- the .6nt since the Cnmda- bu 
been established at Jericho, in Arab Palestine. • • • 'Ihe iaSmc of 
refugees has increased the population of the Jericho plain to 90.000, 
the largest since Biblical rimes. 

• • 
In England a proposal to set up a committee "to inquiie whelhu 

the theological implications of P.reemasomy aue compatible wilh tbc 
Christian faith" was rejected by the Lower House of the Coa'VOadoo 
of Canterbwy. • . . The proposal urged by Dr. Godfrey Pn.ocis F'_., 
Archbishop of Canterbwy, to establish the committee so that members 
of the Church of England might be given authoritative •guic!ancz .. 
in regard to Freemasonry .•.. Another topic at the meeting aia­

cemed relations between the Anglican Church and the British PffC' 
Churches. . . . Dr. Fisher told the delegateS that while the Cnucb 
of England seeks friendly relations with other Chwches, •nolhing 
has been done which conBiets with loyalty to our own mclitioas," 
and "no one proposes to betray Anglican principles." [Dr. Paul M. 
Bretseher, member of Synod's Bureau of Information on Secret Ordas. 
was in London recently ·and obtained firsthand information from the 
Rev. Walton Hannah. Cp. the August issue of this journal.] 

• • • 
Protests against the distribution of Gideon Bibles ro Menasha, Wis., 

high school pupils were made by local Roman Catholic priesrs. The 
protests stressed that the Bible version handed out by the Gideons is 
not approved by the Catholic Church. . • . More than 300 Bibles wm 
passed out at the school, according to Peter Bylow, a member of the 
Gideons. He said that a large number of pupils had refused to IC• 

cept them. Permission to distribute the Bibles was granted by the 
school board. • • • 

A wholesale purge of schoolteachers is under way in Comnnmisr 
Poland to "safeguard" children from religious or anti-Communist in• 
docuination, a Warsaw Radio broadCIISt disclosed. . . • It is said that 
by the end of the year "not one ideologically unfit teacher will be 
allowed to teach in Polish schools." . . . All teaehers, whelher in 
elementary, secondary, or higher schools, the broadast Stated. are 
being required to undergo a stiff "ideological examination" designed 
to weed out those who "contaminate the minds of chilclre:a and JOUtb 
with reactionary, anti-people's, fascist, or superstitious ideas." . . • 
At the beginning of the purge, all practicing Roman Catholia were 
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liable to cliunimJ, bat this might have meant the complete break-down 
of me school syscem. • • • Iastead, u sttased by the Wamw Radio, 
all Catholic asc:bea must now sign a pledge not to "discuss, talk about, 
1acb · or impart religious ideas to the children under their care." 

• • • 
Aa Evangelial Luthenn adult education center was dedicated on 

Huselberg mount near Munich, Germany, by Lutheran Bishop Hans 
Meiser of Munich, chairman of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Gennany. • • • Pointing to "the large-scale de-Christianization and 
clemonlization of public life," Bishop Meiser said the new education 
center was meant "to promote the Christian spirit, and would con­
uibure toward inff uencing public life by helping to shape Christian 
persoaalities." • . . More than 10,000 Lutherans witnessed the dedica­
tion ceremonies. Leading civic dignitaries also were present . 

• • • 
The Albma Conference of the United Church of Canada bas de­

manded a provincial government investigation into charges that Ro­
man Catholic teachers are forcing Catholic doctrine on Protestant 
pupils in some rural schools. . . . Dr. G. H. Villett, principal of Alberta 
College, Edmonton, said recently that this information had come to 
him from seveml centers in the province. . . • He said that Roman 
Catholic nuns employed as teachers in some public schools were de­
voting the last half-hour of each school day to religious study in 
defiance of provincial school laws. • • • In some instances, Protestant 
pupils were punished if they refused to remain for the religious study, 
be charged. • • • 

The first Roman Catholic school in Nepal, an independent kingdom 
located between Tibet and India, will be opened in July. • . • Operated 
by Jesuits, the school will open with the three lowest grades but will 
add one grade each year until a complete high school course is avail• 
able, thus preparing students for college entrance. • • • Ninety ap­
plications for admittance have already been received by the school's 
authorities. • • • 

There are now 15,400,000 Roman Catholics in Africa as compared 
with 2,000,000 in 1940, 11ccording to a statistical ieport by the Fides 
news agency in Rome. • • • 

Beginning this fall, Roman Catholics of the Santa Fe, N. Mex., 
see no longer will have the privilege of eating meat on Fridays, it 
was announced by the Very Rev. Msgr. Carlos Blanchard, archdiocesan 
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890 nDIOLOGICAL OISII.U& 

cb•ncellor. • • • Speaking oa beba1f of Aicbbiabop Edwin V. BJme. 
Msgr. Bl•acb•rd explained that the privilege ii being mcioded :io 
line with a decree by Pope Pius XII aimed ■t m■king ■b,daaw:, 
from meat on Fridays uniform through the Camolic woad. ••• Netr 
Mexico ii one of the formez Spanish-cooaolled taritoria wbae C■dt­
olia have retained the privilege of eating mc■t on Friday, origimlly 
gruued to Spain and all her dominions under papal bulls d■ting b■ck 
to the reign of Pope Urban II (1088-99). The dispenPriClll ns 
granted because of Spain's role in p.revcnting the Moors fmm over­
running Europe. • • . Archbishop Byrne's order will •pply only a, tbc 
Santa Fe archdiocac, but it is expected that the suifr■pn sees of 
El Paso and Gallup will follow suit, thus making the change efmiw 
throughout New Mexico. . . . The only days of abstinence &om mar 
which Catholia in New Mexico arc now requiml to observe ue Ash 
Wednesday, the Fridays of Lent, the vigils of Chrisanu, Pauecosr, 
the Assumption, and All Saints' Day. Elsewhere in the world tbc 
Catholic practice gcnemlly has been ro have fish on all Fridays. or. 
at least, not to parme of meat . 

• • • 
A town or city may bar a religiou!! group from holding • meeting. 

in a publi~ park, the New Hampshire Supreme Coun ruled It Con­
cord, N. H. • • . The issue was raised by Rohen W. Derrickson and 
William Poulos, members of the Jehovah's Witnesses, who last IWD· 

mer were prohibited from conducting a meeting at Godwin Parle in 
Portsmouth .... Written by Justice F.rank R. Kenison, the high Swe 
court's decision declaml that the constitution "does net guarantee r:o 
every individual or to every group of individuals absolute libeny: 
Such liberty, the coun said, is partially surrendeml when men ue 
banded · together to form a society or a community. • • . While 
the constitution says that religious gatherings cannot be prohibired, 
Justice Kenison wrote, they may be "subject ro reasonable and DOD· 

discriminatory regulations." It was noted that the Portsmouth park bad 
never been used for religious purposes by any group. . . . ''There is 
nothing in the record in this case to raise an inference that Ponsmouth 
is guilty of palpable evasion of the defendants' rights under any guise 
wharsocvcr," the decision stated. . . . "On the contrary," it said. •me 
city has enforced with respect to one small park, an honest. msoaable 
and non-discriminatory licensing system which opcrares fairly on .u.• 
. • . A Portsmouth ordinance requires that a license be obtained from 
_the City Council for public meetings. After a hearing, the Council 
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deaied the Jebonh'1 Wimesses' petition t0 use Goodwin Park oa. two 

Sanday aftemoom. When Demc:boo and Poulas started anyway, mey 
wae balled by Poramouth city autborlties. 

• • • 
Twenty-five memben of the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity of Johns 

Hopkins University painted and generally .fixed up the Webster C.00-
pegatioaal Church in near-by Bel Air. • . . A f.ratemity spokesman 
aid the group had voted tO adopt this construaive church projea in 
place of the hazing and other heaic activities of the traditional "fra­
=nity pledge week." .•. When the church renowtion work was com­
pleted, the fraternity members were guests of the past0r, the Rev. Leon­
ard Detweiler, at a chicken dinner prepared by the congregation. 

• • • 
lime than 100,000 children celebrated the 122d anniversary of the 

founding of the Brooklyn Sunday School Union with a series of parades 
duough the streets of the borough. They represented more than 300 
Pmtatant churches . . .. General of the Army Douglas MacArthur and 
his family were the guests of honor among the estimated 250,000 
persons who watched the processions. . . . Typical of the many banners 
manned by the children was one reading: "God's Remedy for Juvenile 
Delinquency." ..• Before the procession got under way, an inscribed 
leatherbound Bible was presented to Gen. MacArth\1r by two children. 
It was the gift of Dr. David J. Fant, general secretary of the New York 
Bible Society. . . . Earlier, the general was the guest of honor at a 
Sunday School Union luncheon :mended by civic officials and religious 
leaders. As he left to take his place on the parade reviewing stand, 
Gen. MacArthur told reporters: "One of the greatest influences in 
the Far East is the Christian religion. The greatest effom are being 
made along these lines and are yielding success." 

• • • 
Secretary of State Dean Acheson said here that the St2te Department 

is working closely with religious organizations to obtain ielease of a 
number of American missionaries who are being held in Communist 
China. . . . The Secretary made this statement at hearings of the 
Senate foreign relations and armed services committees which are in­
vestigating President Truman's removal of Gen. Douglas MacArthur 
and the Par Eastern policy of the administration. . . . The disclosure 
ame when Mr. Acheson implored Sen. Styles Bridges (R.-N.H.) 
tO keep sec.tet the names of some American businessmen in China 
who had criticized the Communist government, on the ground that 
ooe of them is still in Red China and would be placed in the "gravest 
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danger" wae his name made public. .,, . • "'I would like u, add fanber, • 
the Sec:rewy said, "that at the present time we baft 30 .Amedmm 
who are being held in China, and we are woma.g c:IOlely whh their 
companies or with the .religious m-g,aintioas which Ibey iepmeac 
to tty and get them out. We are getting them out in nrm ml dUla, 
but the situatioa is very dangerous and very delicate: • • • Mr. Ac:be­
son said the position of all Americans remaining in Ciiaa is in 
jeopardy because of a "very vicious 'Hate America' campaign• being 
waged by the Chinese Communists . 

• • • 
Six Jehovah's Witnesses have died in Communist prisons cluriag me 

last two months as • .result of brutal ueaanent by prison guams, me 
West German Radio reported. • . . It is said that about 800 membm 
of the sect are now imprisoned in the Soviet Zone of Germany • 

• • • 
Three hunched thousand Protestants from East :md West Germany 

are expected to attCDd the third Evangelical Church Day Coafmnce 
to be held in Berlin from July 11 to IS. • • • Participating in me giant 
.rally, which is intended to sttess the active co-opemtioa of Protaa11t 
laymen in both church and public life, will be leaders of all the GffllWI 
Evangelical Churches as well as scores of foreign churchmen. . . . Pour 
working groups will explore the geneml theme of the confermce­
"For .All That We An: Brothers" - from church, family, community, 
and vocational angles. Prominent clergymen and laymen will leawe 
on such topia as "Does Power .Make Men Wicked?" and ''To Whom 
Do Our Children Belong?" . . • Site of the mlly will be the Berlin 
Olympic Stadium and the adjacent May Field, where Bishop Otto 
Dibelius of Bedio, head of the Evangelical Church in Germany, will 
preside at the opening ceremonies. • • . A series of all-German Proc­
esrant meetings and religious services will be held simulameously widl 
the rally. Among the groups sponsoring the events will be the German 
Evangelical Students' League, the German Evangelical Missicxwy Coaa· 
cil, the Moravian Brethren Church, and the Germo.n Free Chwcbes. 
[AccOl'ding to the press the progmm was carried out according ro 
schedule.] • • • 

The regents and the p.resideot of the University of Minnesota were 
commended by the Minnesota district of the American Lutbmn 
Church "for the fact that the Christian spirit is still prevalent Oil the 
campus." • • • Evidence of this faa, it is said, is the cootiouc:d IC• 

tivity of the Lutheran Student .Association and similar groups. • . . 
11IC Lutherans asked the university to "refrain from engaging &c-

12

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 22 [1951], Art. 57

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol22/iss1/57



'IBl010GICAL OBSD.VD. 898 

aky memben who would undeanioe Olristianity ill their cJamooms.• 
1'beJ aid chat "the Cnuch and the Staie must co-operate ill cbuacter­
bailding u shown ill world history for the welfue of Chwdi and 
Scale.• . . . A Miaoeapolis lawyer, William L Sholes, has obaainc:d a 
CXIIUt mder clileaiag the iegents of the uoivenity to bait the use of 
ics facilities for religious activities or to show cause why they will 
DOt do 10. • • • In petitiODing for the order, Mr. Sholes charged that 
die ICbool bas "officially sponsored and aided a program of denom­
inadoaal sectarianism on the campus." 

• • • 
Bibles and Testaments may be shipped anywhere ill the world, ex­

cept the Soviet Union and its satellites, without a specific: export 
1icmse for each shipment, the Office of International Trade of the 
U.S. Department of Commerce announced. • • • Exporters of Bibles 
and Testaments can secure a general export license which permits them 
ro make shipments without the need to obtain a separate validated 
licmse for each shipment, the office s:iid . 

• • • 
The fiat issue of a Roman Catholic periodical in the Russian 

language appeared in Paris. It is called the R11ssi11n Ct11holic Messmger 
and will be issued every two months . 

• • • 
"Reducing exercises" were prescribed for the Presbyterian Chwcb 

in the U.S. A. in a blunt message delivered in Waukesha, Wis., by 
the Church's new moderator, Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson of Oiicago. 
. . • He told the Wisconsin synod's centennial meeting that the 
denomination must "get the fut off its waist." The "heresy" of the 
Church today, he s:iid, is "sloppy administration and w:asted funds." 
. . . The movement for efficiency, he said, should include commirteeS 
of 5 instead of 15, one conference instead of three, and $3 a day hotel 
rooms instead of $8 a day rooms for persons on Church missions. • • . 
"How many men should be graduated from our seminaries?" he asked. 
"That question h:as been :asked at more than 160 General Assemblies 
of the Church, and no one has come up with a definite aoswer. It 
wouldn't tlllce General Motors 160 years .••. What should be the 
overhead operating cost of the Church? Any business in Wisconsin 
an figure this out, but we haven't." 

• • • 
Voluntary relief to foreign nations by the U.S. is a powerful factor 

in the ause of world peace. Dr. Franklin Oark Pry, president of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, told the American Baptist Con-
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ventioa ia session ia Bwfalo. • • . "It plOIDOCa peace eftaiwlJ br 
giving practical help to people of many natiom," be noced. "IJb 
happiness, peace is Dot a thing that is to be readily obaiaed N ID end 
ia itself. • • . It comes, as so many good thingt do, u a bJ-pmdaa 
of decmt and honorable human ttlatiomhips and IDUlt be padmd7 
and diligently cultivated.'" • • • 

A "gigantic new all-out effort for peace"' based oa "righreonsaess 
and momlity and not on political expediency,"' was urged by me 
Augusrana Lutheran Church at its 92d annual meeting at Galesburg, 
Ill. • . • The delegates .rcaflirmed a resolution adopted last year which 
declared that war "is in direct conBia with Chriitian ideals 111d 
standards"' and is "11 crime against God md humanity.'' • • • 9Ihe 
govemments of the world," the delegates said. "have an inescapable 
responsibility in this hour when the world is divided inro hasdle 
camps in a cold war full of suspicion and distrust, fear and baaed• 
to bring "die present tragic deadlock to an end.'' . • • The clelegara 
pledged themselves "to use every means at our disposal to foster die 
spirit of goodwill among the peoples of the earth, and to pwsue a 
course of action in thought, word and deed that will show our procac 
against war.'' • • • 

Dr. Paul C. Empie, New York, executive director of the Narioaal 
Lutheran Council, told the convention that many nations of the world 
are fearful not only of Americu's military might but also of irs «· 
onomic domination. . . . "When Hitler was arming Gemwiy,• he 
said, "we said dtat he could not forge bis implements of war wii:bout 
the ultimate purpose of using them. That is exactly what many people 
are now saying about us, and that is why they distrust America.• ••• 
Dr. Empie challenged Christians "to reveal America at irs best in a 
spiritual program of love, justice and goodwill toward other peopks. 
and thus to conquer the sinister forces that arc trying to w,deanine 
our way of life.'' . • . He pleaded for continued support of I.utbmn 
World .Aaion, declaring that contributions by the Ludteram of rbe 
United States had made it possible to bring 27,000 displaced pasoas 
of Baltic lands to this country and that eventually die number will 
probably reach 35,000. He also reported that efforts are now being 
made to find homes in America for some 2,000 German iefugee fam. 
ilies. . . . Contributions by the Lutherans of die United Swa m 
Lutbctan World Action during 1950 totalled $3,113,502, and the 
goal for 1951 has been set at $3,300,000. In addition to this, 18,727$18 
pounds of clothing, food, and oilier relief supplies were shipped ablmd 
for distribution among icfugees last year, Dr. Empie stated. 
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Jlaamption of activities by Geiman missionaries wu approved by 
die Commission oa World Missions of the Lutbenn. World Pedaatioa 
IC a meeting beld in Bmdum, Schleswig-Holstein. • • • The meeting 
was presided over by D.r. F'mle.ric:k A. Schiatz, of New York, exec­
mm sccmuy of the Cnrnmiai'>ll on Youoge.r Chu.rcbcs and Orphaned 
Millions of the National Lutheran Council. . • • It was agreed that 
Gaman miuionaries should resume work in their former missionary 
mu, and that German missionaries should be sent to Tanganyika, 
East ~rica, 111 100D u the British government grants entry permits. 
. . . Pollowing the presentation of icports on L WF missionary fields, 
the meeting urged Lutheran missions to promote the formation of 
independent young churches in missionary areas. . • . The Commission 
recornmeaded also that missionary activities in Japan and New Guinea 
be inaeased to meet the "gicat demand" for missionaries and teachers 
in those areas. • • • 

A group of archaeologists belonging to the Roman Catholic Domin­
ian Orcle.r were reported t0 have discovered a large grotto, with a 
mdc-hewo stai«ase, on the Mount of Olives in Bethany. . . . The 
walls of the grotto were said to be covered with innumerable in­
scriptions made by early Christi:m pilgrims. They date from the middle 
of the fou.rth to the seventh century. • • . Meanwhile, Franciscan 
archaeologists excavating near Rachel's Tomb outside Bethlehem dis­
covered a big compound which is believed t0 be identified with early 
Christian times. 

• • • 
Amerian church membership has passed the 84 million mark, ac­

cording to the 1951 SoNthem Baptist Ha11tlbook, icleased at Nashville, 
Tenn. • . . Porter Routh, editor of the Hamlbook , icported that the 
nation"s churches gained in membership last year from 81,497,698 tO 

84,000,775. This represents a 3.1 per cent increase for the second 
successive year, and brings the church membership to 58 per cent of 
the total United States population. • • • Fifty Protestant groups with 
a membership of more than 50,000 each reported a total of 48,554,954 
members, compared with 47,199,675 in 1949. The Roman Catholic 
Church reported 27,766,141, compared with 26,718,343 the previous 
year. The balance includes Jewish congregations, Polish National 
Catholic and Orthodox Churches, Buddhist and Spiritualist groups, 
and smalle.r religious bodies .••. Top membership figures among 
Pnxestant denominations weic again those of the Methodist Church, 
with 8,935,647, and the Southern Baptist Convention, with 7,079/!>89. 
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• . • According to the Southem Baptist tabulation there wese 3',247 
congregations in 1950 as compared with 283,150 in 1949. Sanday 
school enrollment rose from 27,.944,454 to 28~!)76 Jut year • 

• • • 
A total of 850 Roman Catholic priests ue now in Polish pdmas 

and an unknown number have been sent to Siberia, aa:orcling co tbe 
Vatican ndio. • • • 

In Washington, D. C., consuuaion work has begun on tbe Jim 
Mohammedan mosque ever eiec:ted in the nation's apital. . . . 1'be 
mosque will provide a place of worship for employees of tht rmhlaies 
of Moslem nations, and for studencs and visit011 from those a,narries 
who now number a substantial colony here. • . • ContnctOJI wmkiag 
on • the job said they have no idea what the building will look like 
when completed as, due to religious scruples against pictura oa tbe 
pan of conservative Moslcms, the customary aa:h.itea's sketch bas 
not been made. The contractors said they are following the blueprinrs 
supplied. . . . The mosque will be situated on Massachusens Affllue 
not far from the British Embassy and near the embassies of sevenl 
other nations. It will enjoy a commanding view of the city. llcp­
resentatives of the Egyptian Embassy are supervising the c:onsuuaioa 
work. • • • 

The Chuteh is tolerated in Russia today because it bu no young 
people and therefore is not dangerous, a professor of religioa and 
philosophy at Earlham College, Richmond, Ind., told the Amerian 
Baptist Convention in Buffalo. • . . The Rev. Elton Tmeblood, ad­
dressing some 3,000 delegates, declared: "There are twO ways of losing 
the vigor of Christianity which stand out above all others in the modaa 
world. One way is that of Russia in which the Stare can now be tol· 
era.nt of the Church because the Church no longer has any of die 
young people. A movement without youth may well be toleratm IS 

undangerous, but it will soon die." • . . "On our side of the Iron 
Curtain is that of seeming to support the Church, but acruslly doiag 
so apologetically and without evangelical enthusiasm. In the long 
run our way may be as destructive as the other." 

• • • 
A SU1'VCf of major .religious publications has disclosed DOC a single 

article dealing with the .responsibility of churches roward civil de­
fense, according to the Rev. Oswald C. J. Hoffman, director of public 
relations for The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod . .•• Mr. Holfmm 
led a panel discussion on the .religious press and civil defense at the 
national meeting of .religious leaders called by the Civil Defense Ad· 
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mioiR11rion in Wubiagtca, D. C. • • • 1'bf! orniaioa bu probably 
oa:orred because of c:oofusjon and uncmainty u to the place of 
cbmda in the civil defense propm, be suggested, ntbe.r than be­
cause of apathy towud the subject. Mr. Hoffman said the religious 
pas can do an important job in alerting church memben to putici­
puion in community preparedness efforts. He urged discussion in the 
religious pms of the role chwches, religious organizations, and per­
lOIIDel cao play in the event of a civil disaster in wartime. • • • During 
rhe discussion it was brought out that since the survey was made the 
Broo~ T •/Jlel and a number of other Roman Catholic papers have 
published articles on civil defense and are planning more such effons. 
. . • It was disclosed that the Civil Defense Administration is planning 
to issue release to the religious press from time to time streSSing the 
role cbwch periodicals can play in building preparedness. Federal 
officials said they would like to have the comments of religious editors 
:as to the sort of material and information they want from Washington . 

• • • 
Plaas for the construaion of a new Protestant leprosy colony in 

Panguay were revealed in a report on Protestant Christian leprosy work 
in Latin American countries. . • • Published by American Leprosy 
Missions, the report will be used as supplementary study material for 
the 1951-52 Christian Missions theme by 61 boards and 27 denom­
ioarioos co-operating with the Joint Commission on Missionary Ed­
uation of the National Council of Churches. . . • The projeaed colony 
in Paraguay will be erected by the MeMonire Central Committee as 
a gesture of gratitude to the Paraguayan government for opening its 
doors to thousands of Mennonite refugees from Europe. . . . Present 
plans call for an initial ouday of $25,000, of which American Leprosy 
Missions will provide $18,000 .. • . Land has already been purchased 
at Barrio Grande, 50 miles west of Asuncion. The U.S. Public Health 
Commission of Paraguay has offered the services of architeees and 
other technicians. • • • 

Hospitals are expected to be next on the list in Communist China's 
program of expropriating American missionary properties, according 
tO reports in Chinese newspapers. . • • The newspapers disclosed a 
widespread Communist campaign against 00more than 200 hospitals in 
China that have received United States subsidies." • • • One Shanghai 
newspaper charged that "United States imperialism has brought harm 
to Chinese life and thinking through these hospitals in the past 100 
years." • • • Another assailed the general hospital at Wuhu, on the 
lower Yangste River, because the building was on top of a hill and 
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"ics huge neon crou, which can be seen for 1m mila. bu 1ml a.a 
as a guide for American naval craft on the Yanpe.• ••• 'l1ae 11111 
other accusations are reguded hete as a prelude to o&ia1 aaioll apimc 
the miaioo hospitals. It is aotic:ipaced that if the bolpicals lme nae 
already been confiscated they 1000 will be . 

• • • 
llcpom that Roman Catholic schismatia in Commuoisr Caecbo­

slovakia aie planning to develop a National Church free from Vatiaa 
control were confirmed in Vienna by Father Joseph Plojbar, mom­
municated priest who is Minister of Health in the Pngue govemmmr. 
. . • Invited to Vienna by the Ausuo-Czechoslovak Friendship Socicq, 
a Communist-dominated organization, Father Plojhar spoke II: a meet• 
ing in the Konzerthaus attended by 5,000 Communist supponm. 1'be 
theme of his three-hour talk was, ''The Troe Conditions of Onudl 
Life in Czechoslovakia." ..•. Father Plojhar told his wildly applaudiog. 
appaiendy band-picked audience, that "we arc not afn.id of die Pope's 
excommunication and plan to go full speed ahead building a Omrch 
purged of dergy and faithful opposed to Communism." • • • "We uc 
for the Vatican and the Pope," the suspended priest declared, "but we 
claim that the Pope is infallible only in matters of faith and morals, 
wheieas we are ready to oppose him in church and political quesrloas." 

• • • 
Dr. Franklin Cl:lrk Pry of New York, president of the Uoiced lu· 

theran Church in America., in an address in Philadelphia scored clctgy· 
men who "arc suff'eriog from professionalism." . • . ".Ministen go 
out today and speak for everything under the sun except migioo," be 
told the annual meeting of the United Lutheran Synod of Cmtnl 
Pennsylvania. . . . .Assening that he had no faith in puton who gitt 
speeches "endorsing anything, no matter how good, except the Gospd." 
he admonished dergymen to "purvey religion and Ch.ristiaoiry ud 
know the fundamentals of their religion." . . . Earlier, Dr. Fry told 
the delegates that nearly 200 congregations of the United Lutbmn 
Church in Americn arc without churches in which to wonhip. ••. 
This lack of churches, he said, confronts the denomination with a 
major policy decision. It will have to decide definitely, he said, 
whether to continue its present policy of forming congregations even 
though there is no possibility of erecting churches for them for seY• 
enl yean, or if such action should be delayed. • . . "It bu bem 
found that congregations wither away if they are left in mired. tem­

porary quarters without a church of their own for more than he 
years," he said. THBo. HORI 
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