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442 HOMILETICS

toward others can not pray the Fifth Petition of the Lord's
Prayer. Christ loved His enemies. Even so we should love
our enemies (Luke 6:27-28). We are to love all men, friends
and enemies, and all irrespective of race, color, or whatever
may distinguish people one from another in this world.

Let each one examine himself. How about love in our
life? (Ch.4:10-11.) Joux H. C. Frrrz

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
1 Per. 5:6-11
While a bright girl announced most ambitious aspirations
and purposes for her own life, one who had been listening
answered gently: “You may be right, dear child, but do not
forget that ‘the singing birds build low.”” More emphatically
pride is condemned and humility exalted in the verse preced-
ing our text (v.5). Jesus extols Christian humility (Matt. 5:3).

CHRISTIAN HUMILITY UNDER FIRE

I. Casts life’s cares upon God
II. Rests steadfastly upon God in temptation

I

“Therefore” (v.6) refers to the foregoing verse. God
must resist the proud, for Prov. 21:4. But He “giveth grace to

" the humble.” Humility is like dry ground that thirstingly

takes in the rain, like a dry sponge that soaks up the water.
Christian humility is to show itself under fire, “under the
mighty hand of God” (v.6). This mighty hand of God re-
vealed in life’s lesser and heavier burdens, e. g., sickness, un-
employment, wars, famines, family troubles, etc. Natural
reaction is to suffer it stoically or cheerlessly, grumblingly or
rebelliously. But Christians are to “humble themselves” under
these cares. How? “Casting all your care upon him” (v.7),
thereby confessing the utter need of God.

How is this possible? Not by own power. Power for such
humble dependence upon the Lord is found in His care, “for
He careth for you” (v.7b). Sufficient proof found in Creation,
Preservation, Redemption, and Sanctification (Rom. 8:32; Matt.
6:25-34). Another powerful divine help towards Christian
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humility under fire is the assurance “that He may exalt you
in due time” (v.6). A fulfilled promise, e.g., David, Joseph,
Mary, the mother of Jesus.

So we pray that through the compelling love of our
humble Savior, conveyed to us through the Word and the
Sacraments, ours be Christian humility, which in all life’s
cares humbly, yet confidently, “casts all its cares upon Him
who careth for us.”

II

Christian humility also rests steadfastly upon God in the
hour of temptation. Christian humility is bitterly hated by
the devil, for pride was the cause of his and his allies’ fall
(Jude 6). As a result he endeavors to frighten Christians
away from their childlike dependence upon their God and
Savior (v.8). The natural human heart is his ally (Mark
T:21-23). Real spiritual soberness is necessary to see through
his trickery — a sober evaluation of Satan’s power and a sober
evaluation of one’s own helplessness. Added to this, there
must be a Christian watchfulness, the humble Christian ever
being on the lookout for devilish pitfalls. This spiritual sober-
ness and watchfulness is gained from God's Word, e. g., from
Jesus' words “Without Me ye can do nothing.”

“Whom resist steadfast in the faith” (v.9). Not any kind
of faith, but the only saving faith in God as Creator, Savior,
Sanctifier, and Comforter. This faith, created in the human
heart by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, is
mighty because it makes us partakers of Christ's victory over
Satan( 1 Cor. 15:57). Here again, in v.10, the Apostle holds
forth the blessings of such Christian humility under fire as it
rests steadfastly upon God and His promises. It is more and
more perfected, established, strengthened, and settled, even
as the Christian himself, by God’s grace.

So, then, also this Christian virtue of humility, as it
emerges victorious from tests, trials, and temptations, is a
glorious tribute to the grace of our God and Savior: “To Him
be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

Epwin H. PrFLuc
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Rom. 8:18-23

We are merely sojourners on this earth. Heaven is our
goal. But the present trials are likely to make us forget the
great heavenly glory in store for us and what this glory should
mean to us already now. Scripture therefore in many pas-
sages, also in our text, reminds us of these things.

THE GLORY WHICH WILL BE REVEALED IN US

I. How great this glory will be
II. How it is a source of comfort and strength in our suffering

I

Our faith in Christ has as its ultimate goal eternal life,
which is therefore properly mentioned last in the Creed. Paul
calls it the glory about to be revealed in us (v.18). Not
merely around us will be this glory, but it will be part and
parcel of us. We shall see God (Job 19:26); shine as the sun
(Matt. 13:43); praise God (Rev.7:10); our body will be
changed (Phil. 3:21); there will be no more death or sorrow
(Rev. 21:4). All this is included in the glorious liberty of the
children of God (v.21). A great glory indeed.

But in our text Paul shows in two additional ways the
greatness of our future glory. First he points to the longing
of the creature for the day when we shall be glorified (v.19).
“Creature” is here the irrational world of creatures. This,
too, suffers in consequence of man’s fall into sin, without any
fault on its part (v.20a). The groanings which result in the
creature are vividly described v.22. A bold personification.
Yet the creature will be ultimately delivered from its bondage
(vv.20 b, 21). Then the creature will no longer be compelled to
function under the curse (Gen. 3:17) and in the service of sin.
If our glorification brings about such a happy result for the
creature, how great must this glory be in us who are directly
affected?

A second argument is introduced in v.23. Being Chris-
tians, we now have the Holy Spirit in us as the first result of
believing. He it was who kindled faith in us. That is some-
thing glorious. We are even now twice-born men, children
of God, saints, elect, a royal priesthood, and many other names
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