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787 

TheologieaJ. Obaerver 

laclescrlbable Mber7 In Central Barope.-Wu there ever IIUffering 
on a lalle like that wblch la witneaed 1n Europe at present? The Nazi 
atracitles have ceued, but now there la the woe caused by hunger, 
nakeclnea, lack of shelter, the total dearth of medical 111pplles, the 
comlns winter, unemployment, abaolute destitution, separation from 
one's family, and, if some reports can be credited, aboc:Jdng mistreatment 
bere and there of the inhabitants by the Rualan troppa of occupation. 
One report says that seven million refugees are now endeavoring to 
reach their former home, traveling in whatever way they can. The 
reports that reach Geneva on conditions 1n Hungary, Austria, and 
Eutem Germany contain these tragic words: "Critical food situation -
dlaeue spreading-many suicides - hundreds of thousands of refugees 
left starving-churches trying to help but completely overwhelmed." 
Conditions are simply too sad for words. What are we doing? What 
can we do? Are we all giving serious thought to the question how aid 
may be furnished to those caught 1n this huge net of unparalleled 
dlatrea? Whoever hu a profitable mggeation or can point to an 
avenue of help which may be utilized should share his lnalght or in-
formation with the brethren. A. 

The Pronouncement of the Wlacomln Synod on the Doch'lnal 
Afllrmatlon and Belated SubJecta.-At Its recent blennlal meeting, 
held August 1--8 in New Ulm, Minn., our sister synod, the honorable 
Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Wisconsin and Other States, passed 
resolutions of which the other synods of the Synodical Conference will 
have to take cognizance. We believe it beat to reprint the paragraphs 
on "Church Union" written by the Rev. A. P. Voss, one of the editors of 
the . Nonh10eatem. Lutherun., the official organ of our brethren, in the 
account of the convention (see Northwestern Luth- for September 2): 

"While our pastors generally are familiar with church union matters, 
the laymen may not be too well informed. The matter of church 
union involves the question whether a union - altar and pulpit fel­
lowship-between our sister synod of Missouri and the American 
Lutheran Church (a merger of the Ohio, Iowa, and Buffalo Synods) 
and 111bscquently a union between the Synodical Conference and the 
American Lutheran Church can be established now or later without 
compromising the truth of God's inspired Word. The question is whether 
true unity in doctrine and practice exists between the Synodical Con­
ference and the American Lutheran Church, for a union without this 
unity is lmpouible. 

"Our synod hu a standing committee which serves u a 'watchman 
unto the house of Israel' in church union matters. Thia standing com­
mittee presented a brief report to the convention at New Ulm in which 
It called attention to the 'Doctrinal Affirmation,' a document prepared by 
'The Committee on Doctrinal Unity in the Lutheran Church of America' 
(Miaouri Synod Committee) and 'The Committee on Intersynocilcal 
Fellowship of the American Lutheran Church.' Our standing committee 
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788 'l'heolop:al Observer 

clecJared that It ls not atis&ed that the truth of God'• Word ls ade­
quately aafeguarded by the 'Doctrinal Affirmation,' and that our com­
mittee atands ready to present !ta mlaalvlnp to our sister aynocl of 
Mlaouri. Our committee further reported that the problem of church 
union bu become more cWBcult because of a number of incldents 
whlc:h anticipate a union between the lllfaouri S:,nocl and the Amerlean 
Lutheran Church whlc:h does not yet exist. Offtclal protest in thae 
matten hu been filed with the Synodical Conference, and the protest 
ls now before a Committee on Intenynodical Relations which hu been 
appointed by that body.-Upon recommendation of the floor committee 
of the convention, the report of our standing committee wu adopted 
by urnmlmous vote. 

"The protest referred to above was presented to the convention of 
the Synodical Conference at Cleveland in 19'4 by President John 
Brenner. It rends in part, 'We feel constra.ined to state at this time that 
we have been seriously perturbed by numerous Instances of an antlcl­
pation of a union (between the Missouri and the American Lutheran 
Church) not yet existing. • • . It will suffice to adduce only a few: 
Co-operation with the National Lutheran Council in the work among 
the prisonen of war, participation with others in the dedication of 
Service Centen, a Synodical Conference pastor serving as a guest 
essayist at the convention of a District of the American Lutheran 
Church, etc. - It ls our firm conviction that the cause of true unity is 
not furthered by such actions, which can only put undue pressure 
behind tho "union movement" and cause confusion in. the Church.'­
The convention at New Ulm endorsed this protest. 

"The question of 'co-operation in externals,' ls one phase of the 
church union matter. The convention adopted as Scripturally correct 
an expression of President John Brenner which states in part, 'We 
realize clearly and deeply deplore the harm that is being done by the 
division in the Lutheran Church, but we are firmly convinced that the 
welfare of our Lutheran Church and of the Christian Church u a 
whole will be truly served only when we frankly acknowledge these 
differences in doctrine and practice as actually existing and as beinl 
divisive of fellowship, and when we then by prayerful searching of the 
Holy Scriptures endeavor to arrive at the unftu that fa the ,aork of the, 
Hol11 Ghost. You will always find us most willlng to take part in doc­
trinal discussions whlc:h have this purpose. "Co-operation in extemala'' 
(what in church work can truly be said to be purely external?) may 
hide our wounds, but it will not heal them. Joint endeavon will not 
remove the existing differences, but It may lead us to forget them and 
to grow indifferent to the authority of the inspired Word.' 

"A complete transcript of the report on church union matters will 
appear in the synodical report. 

''The spirit of our standing committee and of the Wisconsin Synod 
in these matten is expressed in a letter addressed to our sister synod 
of llllaouri, 'We sincerely cherish and desire to preserve the fellowship 
which we enjoy in our Synodical Conference. -Hoping and prayinl 
to God that we come to a favorable understanding and agreement.'" 

The convention essay dealt with the question of c:hurc:h union. 
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Ita fourth part la thua aummarlzed In the Northw..,_ Lutheran: 
"In the founh. PArl, what mlaht be called modem back cloon throulh 
which Unloman would aurrept.itloualy enter our church were briefly 
dlacuaed. As mch were ment!oned: co-operation In ao-called ex­
ternals; allocation o1 mhudan ftelds, and other co-ordination of church 
work; joint servlce centen with a joint dedicatory lel"Yice; combining 
of eleemosynary undertaklnp; 'aelective fellowahlp'; Scoutlsm, and 
the llke." 

In the sections quoted are enumerated IOffle of the issues that are 
pending between our slater aynod and our own body. It is not our in­
tention to argue here the matten in debate. Our brethren of the Wls­
conain Synod know as well as we that merely afBrmlng that a certain 
act ia wrong does not make it wrong. The issues will have to be 
ltuclled in the light of the Word of God and in the spirit of Christian 
love. We join the brethren in the hope that through such study full 
qreement on the questions mentioned can be reached. A. 

Luther's Dream Cominr True. - Under this heading the Lutheran 
Standen,! (Sept. 22, 1945) ·states editorlally that the "latest word about 
the Evangelical Church in Germany is that the leaden in it hope within 
the next decade to see the Church entirely supported by voluntary 
offerings instead of through State-collected taxes. This new develop­
ment in the separation of Church and State in Germany is in line with 
Martin Luther's ideas on the subject. One might say it is a fulfillment 
of Luther's dream. Luther's own personal preference was for a con­
gregational fonn of government rather than for a State Church. How­
ever, political and social conditions at Luther's time were not ripe for 
the full translation into action of the Reformer's convictions regarding 
the distinctive aphercs of Church and State. In the free air and on the 
free soil of America Luther•• principles flowered and fruited into full 
separation of Church and State and now, over four centuries after 
Luther lived and wrought, those same principles seem about to bear 
similar fruit in Luther's homeland." Editor Schramm'• declarations 
rest upon well-documented historic proof, as every student of Luther's 
works knows, even such as have merely studied Articles XVI and XXVIII 
of the Augsburg Confession, which, as Luther said, contains hia theology. 
But now comes Prof. E. G. Schwiebert of Valparaiao University and 
shows in a neat little monograph, ''The Medieval Pattern in Luther's 
Views of the State," "that Luther's views of the State accepted the 
medieval pattern of a lVeltch.riatmtum. By changing the Church, how­
ever, from a visible, corporate, legal penonality to an invisible kingdom, 
making all Chriatians priests before God, he also changed the functions 
of the State. In thia changed picture the German princes were also 
morally responsible for the religious conditions in their lands. In 
drawing a clear-cut line of demarcation between man's body, property, 
and outward possessions on the one aide, and hia soul, conscience, and 
the things of the apirit an the other, Luther also de&nltely clarified the 
scope of the State in the old medieval pattern. Perhaps, in this we have 
another source of pur Bill of Rights" (p. 21). Both Editor Schramm and 
Professor Schwiebert emphulze important elements in Luther'■ view-
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point of the relation of the State to the Church. What the two wrltea 
say la not contracl1c:tory1 but supplementary. Luther perceived that • 
ao-called State Church la Indeed poalble, though perhapa not prefer­
able. Bia contribution to the pblloaophy of the problem wu bla 
clear-cut line of demarcation between the earthly and the aplrltual, 
or between what belonp to the body and what be1onp to the aplrit. 
In this, u Professor Schwiebert remarb, we have another ac,urce of 
our BW of Rights. Thia clear-cut line of demarcation between the 
earthly and the heavenly ultimately had to rnult in 1eparatfon of 
Church and State where there wu "free air and free mil'' for "Luther'■ 
principles to flower and fruit" into reality. J. T. K. 

Besardlns the Doctrine of the Beal Presence. -In the Lutheran 
Church Quarterli, (October, 1944), Dr.Gohdes published an article Jn 
whlch he queried the traditional Lutheran doctrine conceminl' the real 
prnence of the body and blood of Christ in the Holy Supper. The 
article caused considerable discussion and hu led W. 0. Doelcber, • 
colleague of Dr. Gohdes, in the same periodical (July, 1945) to defend 
his viewpoint. In the first place, Dr. Doc.scher declarn that Dr. Gohdes' 
article does not question the Real Pre■ence, for he aaertl thla pre■ence 
in such statements and expressions as: "Christ Himself is pre1ent Jn 
the Supper"; "The central feature of the doctrine is communion ' be­
tween the believer and the Christ of the Cross, present in the Sacrament"; 
[the elements] "convey Christ Himself as the life of our life"; "The 
essence of the Sacrament is the pre■ence of Christ imparting Himself 
to the recipient"; ''The reception of Himself with the blesslnla He 
wrought for us"; ''The interpenetration of our life with that of Christ'"; 
"Jesus gives Himself to us in the Holy Supper." Finally (u the writer 
says) 1 Dr. Gohdes himself states in so many words that he does not 
wish to question the Real Presence. However, as Dr. Doescher goes on 
to say, despite our protestations (so Dr. Gohdes contends) historianl 
can hardly be blamed for holding that Lutheranism teaches conaub­
atantiation and a material eating and drinking of that for whic:h, 
according to the intent of the Divine Founder, the bread and wine ue 
intended to serve as vehicles, that is, the body and blood of Cbriat. 
Dr. Doescher, moreover, declares that (according to Dr. Gohdes) the 
Confessional concepts are not free from residual Romanist presupposi­
tions, that is, from the view that the essence of the Sacrament conslsw 
in an ez opere opl!1'Clto absorption of inanimate, impersonal, supernatural 
substances, rather than in a personal transaction with the living, personal, 
and exalted Redeemer. Again, Dr. Doescher says that Dr. Gohdes' con­
ception, perhaps. absorbs into a more integral view the substance of the 
Confeuional doctrine while it dissents from some of the terminology 
and the concepts by which it is Rt forth. Dr.Doescher calla his col­
league'■ view of the Real Presence the "personal conception" and th■t 
of the Confessions the "celestial substance conception" of the Real 
Presence. For the ilr■t view, "body and blood" mean■ the incarnate life 
of the living and ascended Savior which He gave Jnto suffering and de■th 
for our redemption, which view aaimllate■ Christ'■ "body and bloocl" 
to the whole Christ, who gives Himself to WI in the Holy Supger Jn 
acreement with Bia promise. The other Yiew Cu Dr.Doescher -,.) 
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lnterpnta the Real Pre9ence u the p:NNDCe of the substance "body" 
and "blood" per •• In abatractlon from tbe "whole Christ." Then he 
8Da on to defend Dr. Gohdes' "penona1 conception" of the real presence 
over aplnat the "celestial substance conception," and he auants that 
while the dogma of the Holy Communion is not a controvenlal !slue 
UDOnl Lutheram, Its doc:trinal formulation hu become 110 excessively 
rlald in our circles that tb1s very fact is an excellent reason for re­
examining the doctrine. He says: "The time is ripe for a modem state­
ment of the Lutheran faith In terms less dependent on acholutle terms 
and modes of thought, but In conformity with modem insights and 
oriented to the aped&e !slues of our days and age." Lutly, he writes: 
"The final reason is that suc:h a cllac:ualon is a contribution to the 
ec:wnenlc:al movement. Some of us entertain the conviction that the 
breach that divided the Reformers is not final and irrevocable. If a re­
examination of the doctrine of the Lord's Supper does not demonstrate 
'another spirit,' of whlc:h Luther complained, but if a deeper view sug­
gests the possibility that modem Reformed and Lutheran positions may 
ultimately be rec:onellable, should not suc:h a proposal be eagerly wel­
mmecl and examined with great care and with Christian hope and 
patience?'' 

If it is true that to Lutherans the Real Presence means no more 
than that "Christ Himself is present In the Supper," or that "the essence 
of the Sacrament is the presence of Christ," or what the other statements 
quoted from Dr. Gohdes' article declare, then lndeecl the fundamental 
difference between Lutheranism and Calvinism is eliminated, but In 
111c:h a way that the doctrine of Luther and of the Lutheran Confessions 
is disearded. No Reformed theologian has ever objected to 111ch state­
ments as Dr. Doescher quotes from the article of Dr. Gohdes, but what 
they all with one aeeord objec:tecl to is the doctrine of Scripture that 
in the Sacrament Christ's true body and blood are received in, with, and 
under the bread and wine, including the maruluc:atio onzlia and the 
ffl4ruluc:atio indfgnorum-. To Calvinists and Lutheran c:rypto-Calvlnists 
that doctrine has always been a stumbling bloc:k and foolishness. But 
just that is the teaching of Scripture, and therefore nothing else can be 
111bstituted for that doctrine. The offense does not lie in the Lutheran 
formulation of the doctrine, but in Christ's own teaching of the Lord's 
Supper. It is, of course, impossible for us to enter upon all the mis­
interpretations of the Lutheran doc:trlne of the Real Presence put" forth 
outside and within the Lutheran Church. But let it be said that the 
Lutheran Church has never taught what Dr. Doescher implies In his 
10-c:allecl "celestial substance conception" of the Real Presence. Nor 
has the Lutheran Church ever taught any ez opere opeTato absorption 
of 111pematural substances, nor any consubstantiation, nor any material 
[Capemaitlc] eating and drinking of Christ's body and blood. Nor is 
it true that Dr. Gohdes' conception absorbs into a more integral view 
the substance of the Confessional doctrine while it merely dissents from 
some of Its terminology; Dr. Gohdes' presentation is rather a departure 
in toto from Luther's doctrine of the Real Presence. Nor is It true 
that the Lutherans have ever interpreted the Real Presence as the 
presence of the substance "body" and ''blood'' per •• In abstraction from 
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the whole Chriat. Aa a matter of fact, Luther and the Lutheran Con­
fesalon have never endeavored to explain tho mystery of the Bal 
Presence beyond Christ'• clear words of lnatltutlon. The undenllned 
certainly deprecates a controversy in Lutheran churches on the Lord'• 
Supper, but he does desire a re-study of the doctrine In the llgbt of 
Scripture, Article vn of the Formula of Concord, one of the patat 
documents ever produced on the Lol'\l'• Supper, and Luther'• four 
great writings against the Sacramentariam ("Apimt the Heavenly 
Prophets," 1525; ''That These Words of Christ: 'Thia Ia 111,y Body,' etc., 
Still Stand Against the Enthwdaats," 1527; "Luther's Confealon Con­
cerning the Loni'• Supper," 1528; "Luther'■ Brief Confeaaion Aplmt 
the Enthwdaata," 1544). When writing these immortal mODOIP'Bpbs, 
Luther wu largely dealing with the moat erudite tbeologlanl, the 
moat subtle thinker■, of hi■ age, who opposed the Scripture doctrine 
of the Real Presence with every possible aubslltute that human reuon 
might invent. But with overwhelming power Luther demonstrated from 
Holy Scripture that no such human substitute (e.g., the whole Chrllt 
for: ''Thia is My body; this is My blood") is permissible without viola­
tion of the clear words of Scripture. Let Lutherans, then, not depart 
from the doctrine of the Lutheran Confessions; in particular, let them 
not make concessions on this point to Calvinists in the interest of the 
ecumenical movement (union between LuU1erans and Calvinist■), for 
that would amount to a downright denial of the plain Scripture truth. 
Let them raUier hold in sincere faith to the plain words of institution, 
following the explanation of the doctrine u given in the cloalng para­
graph of Article vn (Epitome) of the Formula of Concord: "We main­
tain and believe, according to the simple words of the testament of 
Christ, the true, yet supernatural eating of the body of Christ, DI also 
the drinking of His blood, which human senses and reason do not 
comprehend, but as in all other articles of faith our reason ii brought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and this mystery ii not ap­
prehended otherwise than by faith alone, and revealed in the Word 
alone" •(Triglot, p. 817). By the way, just now also other churches are 
taking up the doctrine of the Lord's Supper for study. The Living 
Church, for example (Episcopalian), has published a series of articles 
on the subject, which manifest much reading and much thinking on the 
dogma, though, of course, tbey run along Catholic and Reformed lines. 
Very interesting is the d.iscussion of the problem of concomitance and of 
intinction in the issue of May 6, 1945. Lutherans certainly cannot afford 
to neglect the study of this tremendously important doctrine. 

J.T.M. 
Some Exprcuions on the Atomic Bomb.-Aa was to be expected. 

the church papers, as well as other publications, have written extensively 
on the atomic bomb, which was the center of interest during the 1ut 
day■ of the war. We here list some of the statements that have appeared 
on this subject. A number of clergymen In New York, amon, them 
George A. Buttrick and Rufus M. Jones, have called the atomic bomb 
"an atrocity of a new magnitude." Bernard Shaw, the well-known play­
wright, issued this statement, "Like the sorcerer'■ apprentice [Cf. Goethe'■ 
Zaubfflehrling, A.], we may practice our magic without Jmowinl how 
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to atop It, thus fu1Slllng the prophecy of Proapero. • In view of our 
behavior recently, I cannot pretend to deprecate such a poalbllity; 
but I think It worth mentioning." J'acques Errera, professor of chemo­
pbyalc:a of the Unlvenl.ty of Bruaela, aya, "If this war were not the last 
world war, lt would be one before Jut anyway, for, henceforth, with the 
utlllzatlon of the atomic bombs and the V-2 weapons, war would mean 
the destruction of the earth." Thia statement la found In a weekly pub­
lication called Nn,a from Belgium. In the Lutheran Compe&nton an 
editorial contalna these pargraphs: "'Frederick Kuh, writins from Lon­
don to an Americ:an newspaper, declara that the aatlsfactlon expe­
rienced by the atomic bomb's part In dlctatlns J'apan'a surrender offer 
bu been 'overshadowed by a sense of helpleu terror at the limitless 
lmpllcatlons of this aclentific apocalypae.' 

" 'The English,' he continues, 'so commonly branded aa hypocrites, 
have been among the first to apply aelf-criilclam toward their own moral 
attitude.' British writers ln London papen have recalled the outburst 
of Indignation among their own people when the Germana started ln­
cUscrimlnate bombing with Oying robot.a and rocket.a Iaat year and how 
they demanded that the aclentista who Invented these weapons should 
be branded aa war criminals and brought to trial for their lives, and 
they are asking lf the same attitude should now be assumed toward the 
scientists who perfected a weapon 'a thousand Umes more barbarous.' 

''The Britishers admit that it would not be clifficult to imagine the 
outburst of morally furious headlines In England had the Germana 
dropped atomic bombs on Manchester, London, Chicago, or New York. 

"'To have withheld the atomic bomb,' declares one writer, 'would 
have been a greater act than to use lt.' •• A. 

Dr. C. E. l\lacartney on the 'l'heolosfcal Chaos in Northern Pres­
byterianism. -Dr. Clarence Edward Macartney is a singularly able and 
lnffuential minister of the Presbyterian Church of the United States of 
America (Northern Presbyterian), who baa always sponsored adherence 
to a conservative course in theology. He is the author of many books 
and pamphlets, and for a number of years baa been pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, Pa. In a recent article ap­
pearing ln the Preab11tcri4n of August 16, l!MS, he speaks of the en­
deavors made soon after the Civil War to heal the breach caused by 
the secession of Southern Presbyterians from the mother church in 1861. 
The article is worth careful study. The Southerners, when (ln 1871) 
invited to return to the former fellowship, pointed to various barriers 
that would have to be removed, some of them having to do with the 
slavery question, one, however, with the union of the Old and New 
School Assemblies ln Northern Presbyterianism, a union (effected In 
1869) on a very slender platform, viz., "the doctrinal and eccleslasilcal 
basis of our Common Standards." In other words, the two schools 
united by merely saying that both parties were willing to be loyal to 
the Presbyterian confessions, without clarifying the point.a of doctrine 
which had separated them several decades before, The Southern Pres­
byterians declared that the methods of the union Involved "a total 
surrender of all the great tesUmonles of the Church for the fundamental 
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doctrines of grace," and that the Northern Aaembly "mud came at 
length to embrace nearly all ahadea of doctrinal belief." Dr.Jlacartney'a 
final paragraph states that thls mournful prophecy bu been fulfilled. 
He write■: 

"Today, I take it, there are few, lf any, In the Soutbem Church 
who oppose the union on the sround ao atrongly urpd by their 
Aaemb]y of 1870, viz., the attitude of the Northern Church with reprd 
to mattera of aocial and political algnillc:ance. But there are many in 
the Southern Church, and not a few, too, In the Northern Church. 
who are convinced that when the Southern Aaemb]y of 1870, in annrer 
to the union overtures from the Northern Church, deelared that the 
Northern Church had united in a way which would bring it in time 
to 'embrace nearly all shades of doctrinal belief,' it wu a true prophet 
of what hu taken place in the Northern Church. Nothing eould be 
euier than to show, from sermons, leetures, books, and united testlmonlea 
by ministers of the Northern Church today that that Church now 'em­
braces nearly all shades of doctrinal belief.' " 

Let those Lutherans who hold that the mere unfurling of the Lu­
theran Oag suffices as a basis for union of Lutheran bodlea take notice! 

A. 
Catholics and Religious Liberty. - It has often been pointed out 

how unwilling Romanists are in predominantly Roman Catholic countries 
to accord to Protestants the boon · of religious freedom which they 
avidly claim as their right in countries where Protestant. are more 
numerous. One of the ways in which Romanists in the United States 
endeavor to justify this attitude of their Church can be seen in an 
editorial of America. (Jesuit weekly) for Sept. I, having the caption 
"Religious Liberty for Catholics." It reads thus: 

"Religious liberty is being kept a piping-hot issue by our Prot­
estant brethren - religious liberty at least for themselves and especially, 
at the moment, religious liberty without limit on the South American 
front. But on the home front, for Catholics! Well, there are penalties 
attached and well- defined limits. This we gather from comments in 
prominent Protestant journals, like the Clnutian. Centur111 which are 
highly exercised over the possibility that Federal aid may be given to 
non-public schools. In effect they maintain that if Catholics want their 
own schools, let them pay the bill in full. lt makes no difference that 
this means double taxation. It makes no difference that this means 
paying a heavy penalty for the religious liberty guaranteed by the 
Constitution and vindicated by the Supreme Court. No, there must 
be no State or Federal aid to non-public schools because this would 
violate our sacred principle of separation of Church and State. The 
real 'because' ls that such aid would 10 principally to Catholic schools, 
which happen to be the most numerous in the non-public-school 
category. When there were many Protestant schools a few generations 
ago, the 'aeparation of Church and State' principle did not hinder their 
fervent bid for State and Federal aid. They know perfectly well that 
aeparatlon of Church and State ls not the real issue now either. If they 
don"t know it, let them read the First Amendment of the Constitution, 
which ls the aupposed classic statement of the prinelple of separation. 
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To erect the prlnclple out of that .\mmdmmt would be to perform a 
piece of llelcht of band worthy of awed acclaim. If they do know lt, 
then In the name of honesty why not aay outrlgbt that full reUp,ua 
liberty In the United States la reserved to them alone by force of tbe1r 
numben. But that, of coune, would be to throw a whole bucketful 
of cold water on the laue of rellaloua liberty In South America." 

'1'hla II ftlmsy arirwnentatlon, u no one knowa better than thole 
munero111 Lutheram who sJad1y pay their publlc acbool taxes whlle 
they, in addlUon, maintain their Chrlltlan clay IChool. We doubt very 
much that the chief reason of Proteatantl, generally speaking, for 
oppoalng State support of private rellgioua ac:hoola la that lf such aid 
were aranted the Roman Catholic Church would be the chief bene­
Sdary. And lf thll were the motive, could Rome complain? Its own 
record of intolerance and bloody persec:uUon of dissenters has been 
such that no state can be blamed for being very cauUowi before adopting 
a c:oune which would be particularly advantageoua to Romanism. 

A. 
The Late Bishop F.clwin B. Bu1bes of the Methodist Episcopal 

Charda on Ills Attitude to the Lodp.-A friend handed us an excerpt 
from the St. Louil Globe-Democ:rac of September 10, 1925, In which a 
visit of the late Bishop Hughes In St. Louil 1s described. A few of his 
remarks adclreaed to the Conference on that occ:uion should be quoted. 
The reporter says that the bishop asked the mlnllten candidly lf they 
were sure they were attending the Conference "in the apirit of Jesu■ 
Chrbt," and he counseled them not to let "10Ciablllty" Interfere with 
the devotions. "You may wonder why your congregation la not more 
rellglo111. It ii because you are not more religloua. I belong to a lodge, 
I expect to die in that lodge. I pay my due■ and go when I can. But 
when I die, that lodge ii not going to have any part in my funeral. 
I am going to be buried by the Goapel of Christ and nothing else. 
And there are not going to be any symbols on my tombstone that cannot 
be shared by my two lilUe children that are in heaven today." Some 
darknea- and some light. A. 

The "Calvin Forum" Celebrates Its Tenth Annlvenary.-The latest 
Issue of the Ccduin. Forum. (AUIWlt-September, 19'5; Vol. XI, No.1-2) 
appears u the "tenth-birthday" number of thll interesting, instructive, 
and stimulating Calvinistic monthly. Its editor in chief, Dr. Clarence 
Bouma, writes editorially: "The magazine was bom from the deep con­
viction that Calvlnum ii the need of the age beca111e It la the highest 
and richest formulaUon of the truth of God. Our joumal la the embodi­
ment of the conviction that we must propagate the God-centered view 
of the Scriptures in its application to every pbue of ■c:bolarly endeavor 
and to the solution of every problem of Cbrl■tlan living." These are 
excellent words from the viewpoint of Calvlnl■Uc conviction, though 
here lmmecllately begln■ the conflict between Lutheranism and Calvlnl■m 
with reprd to their different vlewl of Scripture and the world. Yet 
Calvlnlam m111t speak as it doe■ because it la moved by deep-rooted 
convlctlom jun u confessing Lutheranism la. While the Calvin. Fon&m 
II not the ofticial periodical of Calvin College and Calvin Seminary 
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(Grand .Rapldl, llllch.), the fac:ultlea of these two educational lnatltutlalll 
have 1arpJy 1111pported It by their lnftuence and literary ccmtrlbutlalll. 
The Calvin Fon&m la not a J'und•mentalllt periocilca1, but ~ 
Calvlnlltlc, though It •ppreciatea the contributions of J'undamentalllm 
to the cause of evangellzatlon In our country. Th. mapzlne punu11 

a different aim, namely, the moral and lntelleetual appeal to the be­
lieving Intelligentsia In our land. The annlvenary number emphulzel 
the "great need for sound, scholarly literature that la true to the Word 
of God and thoroughly abreast of the times In which we live." '"'1'1111 
need," it says, ''must be met. IJberalllm baa failed to meet It. It hu 
offered an avalanche of rellglous and scholarly boob In recent decadel, 
but these have served not to build up, but to tear down the truth u lt 
la In Christ. Fundamentalism la beginning to produce an abundance 
of books of late, but most of them are of a devotional nature and do 
not command the attention of the Informed and IICholarly mind. Ona 
of the reasons our colleges have In the put 1111ccumbed so readily to 
the onslaughts of an ungodly philosophy and science, la found In the 
lnftuence of textbooks that were the very opposite of being bibllcal IDll 
theistic. Even now there is a growing demand for a scholarly praenta­
tion of the Christian Faith from quarters which unW recently com­
promised that faith with anti-Christian theories and Ideologies. Here 
Calvinism baa a great opportunity and la meeting a real challenp. 
Would that Christian people understood how important it is to set men 
to work to produce such scholarly works. Many such works are the 
Incidental by-products of classroom teaching and have come Into exilt,­
ence In that way. But what we need is men who are given time IDll 
opportunity to concentrate on such writing. Some liberal univenitia 
and seminaries have appointed a few faculty members with tile proper 
equipment and enthusiasm to devote themselves exclusively or largely 
to research and writing rather than to teaching. If Calvinism la to be 
propagated, it must be done both In popular and in scholarly form. 
The latter is by far the most dillic:ult and exacting. We need a body 
of up-to-date scholarly works written from the biblical, God-centered 
point of view that can command the respectful attention of scholan, 
of those who are searching, and of the students in our higher educa­
tional institutions." Certainly, most true! The Calvin Fon&m comblna 
In an admirable way theological and non-theological articles. Ita forte 
seems to be Christian Apologetics. A commendable feature- of the 
magazine la the department "From Our Correspondents,'' which offers 
detailed and well-written letters by representative, well-Informed Cal­
vinists from all over the world. Its book reviews are thorough, honest, 
and reliable. There is much we Lutherans can learn from this monthly. 

J.T.M. 
Fosdick Still a Radical Modernist. - Replying to a letter of inquby 

aa to his present religious status, Dr. Fosdick wrote aa follows: 
"I have received your letter. I am constantly astonished at the 

thlnp people say about me, and never much more so than by the report 
that you aent me of the strange statement in your recent dilcualan 
group. He never read any statement from me publicly lllll10UJlCUII 
my change of thought. I am a liberal In theology, and have been IO 
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nw llnce I wu a young man. Far from chaD11n11 I have ,one ltrallht 
abeacl with lt, and I abould ay apJn just what I said to you in the 
letlar that I wrote you on .January 4, 1837. 

"Of mune, I do not believe in the Vlrlln Birth, or In that old 
fublonecl auhltltutlonary doc:trlne of the Atonement; and I do not know 
any lntelllpnt Cbriatlan minister who does. The trouble with these 
fundamentallata la that they auppoae that unlea one .a,rees with them 
In their doctrinal aet-up, he cannot believe In the profound, aub­
atantlal, everlutlnl truths of the Chriatlan 1oapel that transform men'• 
live■, and are the only hope of Chrlat'• avlorhood In this world. 
When, then, they hear me proc:lalmlnl the■e everlutlnl truths, they 
think I must believe In their fundamentall■rn. A■ a matter of fact, 
I reprd it u a perversion of the Chrlatian 1oapel." (Cf. ChriatiCla 
Beacoa, SepL 13, llMS.) 

The Bole of Bishop Dibellus in Germany and the Relations of the 
Clnucb to the Statc.-The Rellglou Nev,• Sff'Dice publishes a statement 
by Stuart W. Hennan which may not have been read by all of our 
subscribers and which hence we inaert here. 

"Within the next decade the Evan,ellcal Church in Germany hope■ 
to dispense with all financial assistance from the State, accordinl to 
Bisbop D. Otto Dibelius, head of the new Church government in Berlin. 

"Bishop Dibellus revealed that 'every effort' la being made to teach 
Church members to aupport the Evan,ellcal Church with voluntary 
offerings instead of through State-collected taxes. 

"Principal reason for abolishing the old ay1tem gradually, he ex­
plained, ls that the average loyal Church member ls in desperate financial 
strait■ and cannot assume immediately the entire burden which otherwise 
ls spread thinly over the whole nominally Christian. population. 

"When Bishop Dibelius preached his first sermon since Germany'■ 
surrender, over 10,000 marka were laid on offering plates where the 
average collection never amounted to more than 250 marka. 

"Bishop Dibelius also disclosed that during the war the Confessional 
Churches secreily raised more than 2,000,000 marka annually to pay the 
salaries of 1,000 young ministers trained in forbidden seminaries and 
refused ordination by Hitlerite Church authorities. 

"In Southern Gennany, 77-year-old Bishop Theophilus Wurm of 
Wuerttemberg, who throughout the war was German Protestantism'• 
most out■poken anti-Nazi champion, ls ■treuing the alogan, 'not restora­
tion but regeneration.' 

"Calling for a thorough cleansing of the entire Church 'from the 
bottom up,' Bishop Wurm suggested the election of anti-Nazl councll■ 
In every local congregation and election of delegates to a National Synod 
to be held next year. In between these lowest and highest councils, he 
would have provincial aynods or assemblies. 

"Pastor Eberhard Roebric:ht, auc:ceaor to Putor Martin Niemoeller 
at the famous Jesus Christ Church in Berlin, bu been preac:hing 're­
pentance' to his congregation without mlncinl words. 

"Recently, u rain dripped steadily through a gaping hole in the 
c:eJllng of the beautiful main church, and with the congregation crowded 

11

Mueller: Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1945



798 ~Olanw 

into a auffocatin,ly amall room or mndlns In tbe hall, he declared did 
•• brand-new beginning muat be made with Goel.' 

"Speaking on the parable of the Phamee and tbe pahllcan, ha talll 
the congregation that the Chriatlam of Germany were Phu-1-, pray­
ing, 'I thank Thee that I am not u thJa man,' If they thought tbay didn't 
belong among alnnen of the Third Relch. 

"Pastor Roebric:ht'■ sermon wu In l1ne with the of&clal cleclaratlaa 
of Bl■bop Dibellus, which stated: 'I ay bluntly that authorities of our 
Church who permitted themselves to become tool■ of un-Cbriltian am­
bition■ these lut ten year■ have burdened themselves with IP'Nt pllt. 
Thi■ guilt must be acknowledged and expiated by clisappeannce from 
Church administraUon po■iUon■.' 

"Spiritual rehabilitation, however, im't easy under present restric­
tion■• No religious matter may be publl■bed. and radio service■ cannot 
be held. But in the American and British sectors of Berlin, rellp,ua 
Instruction is proceeding. German Communi■ts are blamed for lmpedlna 
religious activity in the Russian sector. 

"Pastor Heinrich Grueber and Fr. Buchold, Protestant and C■tbollc 
clergymen who conduct the Berlin City Council'■ office for Church 
Affain, ■aid that 90 per cent of parents support religious traininl when 
it la available. 

"At a recent meeting of the Confealonal Church'• Synod In Berlla, 
an integrated plan for educating German youth waa approved and bu 
already been put into effect." A. 

Brief ltems.-A Protestant Epiacopal Church (Calvary) of Phil­
adelphia, a whlto congregation, has decided to call a colored minlater u 
ita putor. He has been invited to bring the congregaUon which he 
has served thus far, St. Michael'• Mission, into the membenhip of 
Calvary. The Living Church quotes these words of the vestry of Calvary 
Congregation, "The coming of Father Logan means, therefore, that the 
RrVicea of Calvary will remain u they have been for more than forty 
years, during which period several Negro families have been regular 
and honored members of the pariah family. Consequently, except for 
the presence of a greater number of Negroes than before and filled pews 
instead of empty ones, you will find everything u u■ual." 

''There la no commentary on 'the RevelaUon.' Do not try to explain 
it, but preach ita Gospel.'' Dr. Roswell D. Hitchcock quoted in the 
Preab11teri1&n. Thia la advice one would like to pus on to the chlllutk: 
commentators on the last book of the Bible. 

Before William Henry Hoover died in 1931, ho set uide $50,000 u 
a trust fund for the promoUon of Christian unity. The proceeda will 
be used by the men entrusted with the management of the fund to 
provide an annual .aeries of lectures on the subject of Christian unity. 
The lecturea, which are to be delivered in the Disciple■ Divinity Houle 
adjacent to the campus of the University of Chicago, will be publiabed 
in book form. 

Eleven missionaries of the American Baptist Foreign Miaion Society 
and the Women'• American Baptist Foreign Mission Society were put 
to death by the Japanese in the Philippine Ialands. A atDry of their 
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martyrdom hu been 1aued and may be obtained from the secretary of 
the Amerlean Baptut Foreign llllalon Society, Dr. J'eae R. Wllaon, 152 
X-dllOD. Ave., New York 18, N. Y. The book coata 25 c:entll. 

Ac:cordlns to Vatican resulations the College of CarcUna1a may have 
u hllh u 70 members. At praent there are 39. Some observers be­
lieve that 110011 a large number will be added, perhaps n. America 
may ncelve 8 or 7, one of them In all probabWty Archb!shop Francis J'. 
Spellman. American pastures must look rather Inviting when most of 
Europe has become a desert. 

From Puadena, Calif., word wu sent around the world that the 
universe would end Friday, September 21. The authority for that state­
ment wu a former missionary, Rev. Charles G. Long, and his source of 
information a vision in which three times the number 610 wu written 
for addition purpose beneath 1260, 1290, and 1335. Mr. Long explains the 
sums u follows: 1870 ended (?) papal supremacy; 1900 brought the 
twentieth century; and 1945 will write "finis" for our globe. Believe 
it or not, the man has (or had) 50 followers. 

According to the Protemnt Voice more than 1,500,000 boys and girls 
in our country will receive religious instruction in our public schools 
under the weekday religious education program. This means that there 
ii an inc:reue of 50 per cent In the number of communities that partici­
pate. 1,800 cities and towns in 46 States will hold released-time classes. 

Oslo University of Norway, closed by Nazi decree In November, 1943, 
has been re-opened. News of Norwti11 states that never before have 
claarooms and corridors been so crowded. "About three times u many 
students are now applying for admission to these colleges and univer­
sities as can be cared for by the existing facilities." The sentence 
implies that there are other colleges and universities In Norway besides 
the one at Oslo. 

The Lut1um,n Me11e,ager, English language organ of the Lutheran 
Free Church, now has a full-time editor, Rev. Sverre Torgerson. 

"In days in which we talk much about getting man's relationship 
with his fellow man right and about the brotherhood of nations, we 
must be careful never to lose sight of the thing that is even more im­
portant, and that is man's relationship with God." - Sir William Dobbie, 
the celebrated Defender of Malta. 

Cpurch membership in the United States has reached an all-time 
high of 72,492,669, more than 52 per cent of the population, ac:c:ording to 
the 1945 edition of the Year Book of the Americ:an Churches. The 
figure represents a gain of 3,991,483 in two years. (Associated Press 
Dispatch.) In this connection it might be stated that Northern Presby­
terians report that their c:hurc:h membership is now the largest in the 
history of the denomination-2,161,872. 

Two bodies of Mennonites are considering a merger, namely, the 
Central Conference of Mennonites and the General Conference of the 
Mennonite Cliurch of North America. The former body has three thou­
sand members, the latter is the second largest Mennonite group, con­
.silting of 36,000 members. 
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What is the status of reUgloua liben;y In Spain? '!'lie IIO-CIDecl BD1 
of Rights atates that the Cathollc Church is the State Church of Spam 
and It is the only one whoae religion may be practlced publlc1y. '1'be 
relfllous liberty granted cona1m in tb!a, that other church bodla may 
exist privately and people belonging to them may conduct wqnblp ID 
their homes, but they must not do so publlcly. 

Ac:eordlng to a report from Mexico, Roman Cathollc penec:utlam 
of Protestants continue. Recently the corpie of a Protestant c:blld wu 
dug up by Catholic vandals and thrown away. This action foUowecl 
an exciting IIJ)eech by a Roman priest who had declared that a Prot­
estant child did not deserve burial In a Chrilt1an cemetery. A number 
of stories of beatings and of other forms of cruel mJstreatment aplmt 
Protestants are submitted. (See Chria&n Cen&u'lf for September U. 
p.1089.) 

Concerning psychiatric quaclca: "The Ideal client is one who bu 
some money, not much sense, and a real or imaginary trouble...:and an 
imaginary trouble is real for the person who hu It if he belleva lt II 
real. Since these specifications describe a very large per cent of tbe 
total population, the field for exploitation is immense." - From a review 
ln the Chriatian Centu'lf. 

At Vellore in Southern India a hospital is located which hu fre­
quently been used by our mluionaries. At ita head, until recently, 
was Dr. Ida S. Scudder, belonging to the famous Scudder family, four 
pnerationa of which have been serving u physicians and medical mis­
sionaries ln the Orient. She founded a college at Vellore in 1918, and 
with that college is connected the hospital spoken of. The college II • 
co-educational Christian medical school. 

Clifford P. Smith, who twice served u president of the Christian 
Science Society and who for a number of years edited one of its papen, 
died on August 8, thus helping to demonstrate the falsity of the Christian 
Science rellgion. 

After hearing a group of children sing over KFUO, a SL Louis woman, 
who was born ln the town of Brinnana in Mount Liban Libonaile Be­
publie, Syria, about one-half clay carriage drive from Briouth, Syria, 
wrote: "It took my mind to my childhood days back in Syria when 
I used to sing all those songs your children's class sing in Enalilh, 
I sang them the same tune, only in the Arabic language.n 

A modem version of Philip and the Eunuch, Acts 8:26ff.: "Enclosed 
find check for $2.50. I just recently installed a radio in my automobile, 
as I am a traveling salesman. I now realize what I have missed by not 
being able to travel with the Word of God. Heretofore I have traveled 
with Christ in mind, but hearing the beautiful hymns and the Word of 
God makes traveling more pleasant now. Just tJiis put week I enjayecl 
the KFUO programs at a distance of 150 miles." -H. H. H. A. 

14

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 16 [1945], Art. 76

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol16/iss1/76


	Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1647025203.pdf.b6BOa

