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Veit Ludwig van Seckendorf: Statesman and Scholar 677 

Strasburg (lMZ-1645) Seckendo:rf studied jurisprudence, philos­
ophy, and biatory. In 1645 he returned to Erfurt to complete his 
studies at that unlverslty.11 

In Seckendorf's biatorical trainlng, Boecler undoubtedly oc­
cupies the chief place. Boecler not only ranked high ln the field 
of historiography of that time, but was also an Inspiring teacher, 
who could Instill the love of history into the hearts of his students. 
Among other things, Seckendorf heard him lecture on the Annala 
of Tacitus and, indeed, in such a manner as D. G. Schreber puts it, 
''ut in academia adhuc ostenderet, quomodo audlta in succum et 
sanguinem essent convertenda." 11 

Having completed his studies, Seckendorf first applied for a 
position at the court of Hessen-Darmstadt, where Landgrove 
George II wanted to enlist him in his army and appointed him as 
a standard-bearer in his bodyguard. His paternal friend General 
Mortaigne, however, advised him against entering upon a military 
career. He was evidently convinced that Seckcndorf's training 
fitted him for a more promising career in the civil service. Ac­
cordingly Seckendorf left the court at Darmstadt in 1646 and went 
to Erfurt. On this journey, he stopped at Golba and paid his 
respects to Duke Ernest. The latter had not forgotten his promis­
ing young protege, whom he had supported in the school at Coburg. 
He was now to receive the interest on his capital investment. 
Through Christopher Bronchorst he inquired whether Seckendorf 
would accept a position as page at the court (1646). In view of 
the young man's age - he was only twenty - the duke wanted to 
give him an opportunity to prepare for more important engage­
ments. He accordingly excusc.-d him from all the usual work of 
a page and, instead, put him ln charge of the ducal library. The 
duke's interest in his learned page gave the latter free access to 
the company of his statesmen, and there he learned from personal 
observation what books did not tell him. To stimulate his page's 
interest in the things which he read, the duke instructed him to 
present at stated times, especially on Sundays, resumes of what he 
had read and discussed these with him. He had him answer im­
portant questions of jurisprudence. The duke even prepared a 
timetable, or schedule, £or the studies of the budding statesman 
and scholar. The morning was devoted to genealogy, history, geog­
raphy, theology, philosophy, and especially mathematics. In these 
studies he was greatly aided by his knowledge of the European 
languages, all of which he understood, with the exception of Eng­
lish. His ignorance of the latter he deeply deplored. Such assiduous 
and systematic application to his studies and reading broadened and 
deepened Seckendorf's learning greatly. Alf the while he kept in 
close association with the court preacher, whose influence for piety 
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and virtue was so pronounced that, aa Seckendorl himself admlll, It 
extended to his most Important appointments. But while be culti­
vated his Intellectual faculties, Beckendorf did not neglect bis phya­
ical appearance. He gave attention to hill posture and carriap, 
fully mindful of the great importance of a courtly bearing In tbe 
days of Louis XIV. 

In 1648 the duke advanced his page to the position of a gentle­
man of the bedchamber. He was now ready to put bis prat6p'1 
training to a practical test. There was sufficient opportunity to try 
the most experienced statesman. This was the year of the Treaty 
of Westphalia. Duke Ernest sent him as a messenger to the Swedish 
General Wrangel, whose army was at the time encamped in the 
county of Glelchen. Seckendorf penuaded Wrangel to spare tbe 
city of Ordruf. The former page's resumes and discussions with the 
duke had now ripened into abstracts of complicated and difficult 
documents, and resulted in wise and fruitful counsels, whlch 
merited the confidence the duke placed in them.17 • 

Seckendorf's reputation soon spread beyond the borden of 
Gotha. In 1650 Margrave Erdmann August of Bayreuth invited him 
to accompany his heir, Christian Ernest, on his journeys through 
foreign countries. Duke Ernest, however, could not spare him and, 
furthermore, did not think a great deal of trips to other lands; so 
he withheld his consent. In the following year, 1652, after Secken­
dorf had passed a rigorous examination by four privy councilors, 
the duke appointed him to the important judicial positions of court 
councilor and councilor of justice. It is interesting to note in pass­
ing that this made him a member of the same privy council of 
which the father of August H. Francke was a member during the 
last years of his life.JR 

In the year 1656 Seckendorf was made privy court councilor 
and as councilor of the board of domains was charged with the 
management of all the-ducal estates. In these positions he rendered 
important service in regulating the finances of the country and in 
a number of diplomatic affairs. It is rather significant that this Is 
about the time when he published his TeutscheT" Fuentn Stai. 
One may well assume that in his various executive and judicial 
positions he put into practice the principles which he enunciates in 
that work. In the same year the duke of Altenburg appointed him 
to the position of court judge at Jena, where he took a leading part 
In the numerous beneficent reforms of the duke. The ability with 
which he served there is attested by the court decisions which have 
been preserved in the archives.10 

Upon the death of Dr. William Schroeter, the chancellor of 
Gotha, in 1663, Duke Ernest, in 1664, elevated Seckendorf to the 
vacant position. Therewith the latter was placed at the head of 
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the highest counc11s in both Church and State. '1'hls position, how­
ever, he held for only a short time. In the autumn of the latter 
year he uked for and received an honorable release. Though the 
duke and the ex-chancellor parted as friends, the reasons for 
Seckenclorf'a resignation as stated by hlm indlcate that life at the 
court of the rehabilitating and reforming duke was no sinecure. 
Seckendorf complatna ln the introduction to hla Chriatffl-Sta.t that 
he, too, soon got Into affairs of state which kept hlm from engaging 
in leamed actlvltles. Doubtless Seckendorf'a chlef reason for quit­
ting the service of Duke Ernest the Pious was hla desire to obtain 
a position ln which he would have more time for scholarly activlty.!!O 
The scholar was beginning to triumph over the statesman. 

In vlew of the circumstances under which Seckendorf labored 
at the ducal court, it is not surprising that hla achievement in the 
field of history while at Gotha was limited to writing a part of an 
ecclesiastical history ordered by the duke.:n It was scarcely possible 
for Beckendorf to produce a work there like hla Hmori4 Lutheni-
1Ul'ffli, no matter how much the duke desired him to do so. How­
ever, it was quite natural for him to write a work like his Fue,,aten 
Stat. This handbook of public law was merely a presentation of 
the principles with which he had to operate in an official capacity 
from day to day. Thus if one would see Seckendorf as a states­
man, one need but observe him putting Into practice what he him­
self specifies in that book; and inasmuch as the affairs of Church 
and State were closely related in Saxony, the Fueraten Stat also 
clearly reveals his position with regard to the Church as an institu­
tion. He describes the modified Caesaropapism which obtained in 
Saxony at that time according to the religious settlement of the 
Treaty of Westphalia. He declares: "Dass aber die Hohe weltllche 
Obrigkeiten, welche niemand als den hoechsten Gott ueber sich 
haben, oder eine andere weltllche Gewalt, auff gewisse masse, und 
mit Vorbehalt der vomehmsten obrigkeitlichen Botmaessigkeiten 
ehreil und erkennen, auch in. geiatlichen. und Kirchen-Sachen., nach 
ihrer Masse, das Regiment zu fuehren haben, lemen wir aus dem 
Wort Gottes, welches dissfals keine Ausnahme machet, sondem 
alles der Obrigkeit untergibt, uns auch den Zweck oder End­
Ursache dieser Goettllchen Ordnung insgemein anzeiget, dass sie 
nemblich uns zu gute ihr Schwerd und Macht fuehre." 22 

This position of Seckendorf with regard to the relation between 
Church and State not only explains why he considered it quite 
proper for an eminent statesman to write church history, but it 
also sheds some light on his attitude towards the role of the princes 
in the Reformation. 

Seckendorf's reputation as a statesman precluded any pro­
tracted period of inactivity on his part. Scarcely had hla resignation 
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