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4.ISO Book Review 

Book Review 

All lloolm NYlewell Ill tlllll pedodleal mQ" lie lll'DCand flW _. t111Ri11 C:.­
conlJa l'lllllbldq a--. ,ssa s. .rea- A-., st. I.oak. 11o. 

.Jesus In Action. By Benjamin W. Roblmon, Professor of New Tatament 
Interpretation In the Chicago Theolopcal Seminary. "1'be lfac:­
mlllan Company, New York. 1942. 217 pages, SXB. Price, $1.50. 

What gives this book distinction la that It wa■ written by a well­
trained, mature New Testament ■choler who wielded a sraceful pen. 
We have to use the past ten■e In ■peaking of him becau■e he diecl Jut 
■ummer, being ■till in the fiftle■• Tho■e that have read .one or ■everal 
of hla book■-he was the author of The Life of Paul, The Go,pel of 
.John, The Abingdon. Bible Ccmimenta7'11 on FiTat PateT, ancl The Saving• 
o/ Jenu-know his thorough scholanhip ancl his gifts a■ a writer, and 
whoever W81 penonally acquainted with him will glaclly recall hi■ geni■J, 
winsome personality. The Chicago Theological Seminary, In which he 
occupied the chair of New Testament Interpretation, is Congregational 
In it■ denominational affiliation. 

The book I■ not intended to be a We of Jesu■ or a commentary on 
the Gospels. It draws attention to special 81pects of Jesu■' work and 
teaching, explaining at the same time some matters that ■tr1lce the 
reader 81 obscure and laying st.ress on passages which without a guide 
or commentator would be given scant notice. In the preface (p. V) the 
author says, "It I■ hoped that there is nothing sectarian in this book. It 
is written for Christians and modern thinkers of whatever creecl or 
Church." Accordingly controversial subjects are avoided. The question 
What think ye of Christ? is not dwelt on - a real weakness of the book, 
though undoubtedly a result of the author's plan not to enter the 
sphere of polemics. The work is divided into four parts having these 
headings: The Positive Personality, The Positive Program, Positive Use 
of Previous Religion, The Positive Teaching. As these captions indicate, 
the author wishes to emphasize that the teaching of Jesus was positive 
rather than negative, that in his exposition of the Chrl■tian We the 
"Thou Shalt Not" has not nearly the prominence of the "Thou Shalt," 
especially of the law of love in its various applications. In hi■ attitude 
toward Gospel criticism the author, as the prefnc:e shows (p. V), shares 
the views of negative higher critics but of the less radical kind. Jesu■ 
i■ described 81 Savior, but not as the Substitute for sinners. "The death 
of Christ ls not to appease His Father's wrath, but to Infuse new life 
:into the world. Failure to accept His death is to fail of having We. He 
gave His We 81 a vicarious sacrifice, not in the sense of a 'rigid satls­
facUon, death for death,' but as a ransom which bought for many that 
positive spiritual liberty which was so dear to His heart'' (p. 92 f.). 'n1e 
precl■e way in which through the death of Christ the spiritual liberty 
wu purchued and the meaning of spiritual liberty In this context are 
not explained. 

The book abounds In helpful glimpses as to the meaning of parables 
and sayings of Jesus. Concerning the kingdom of God the author 
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W.... that the term refen to a force, an eneqy (p.188). "The kingdom 
al God II simply a dMne power of love vlewm u a force taking effect 
in wa,a u wide and varied u the life and history of mankind and of 
tlie earth it lnbablta" (p.18'). After many years of occupation with 
tbe Gospela we bold the position of Zahn that the term at times deslg­
nata tbe rule or tbe reign of God, but at other times the divine kingdom 
in a concrete aeme, namely, a society or a poup of which God (Cbriat) 
II tbe Bead. Proreaor Robinson himself admits with respect to the 
Jatter alplflcanc:e that "Jesus Hhn•lf Uled almllar languase when He 
IPOke of entering the kingdom of God" (p.188). But he holds that if 
one reads at one idttlng all the statements of Jeaua on the kingdom of 
God, one wUl have to conclude that what the Savior la speaking of la 
"a force which la acting in a thousand waya and producing a thousand 
eflec:ta." The aubjeet has been written on volwninoualy during the lut 
hundred yean, but it still requires the earnest study of every theologian. 

'l'bere are many other points concerning which we should like to 
expreu asreement or disagreement. The above will auflice to draw 

.attention to the book which, though tinged by Modemlam, contains much 
that la useful and stimulating. W. Aurm 

llellslon In Colonial America. By William Warren Sweet. Charles 
Seribner'a Sona, New York. 367 pages, 811.iX91/4. Price, $3.00. 

We arc glad that Dr. Sweet of the Divinity School of the University 
of Chicago haa been able to issue the first volume of hla projected three­
volume history of religion in America. There is a real need for this 
work. It la now fifty years since the American Church History Series 
wu published. In reality this set la not an integrated study of church 
history but a collection of volumes in which the various denominations 
ue treated as units. Dr. Sweet's approach la entirely different, for he 
integrates and correlates the pertinent events and influences in Colonial 
blatory and wcoves them into a meaningful pattem. The reputation of 
our author aa a thorough scholar is firmly eatabllahed. The bibliography 
in the present volume covering sixteen pages and including all the recent 
atudiea in the field of Colonial history bears witnea to Dr. Sweet's 
lcholarahip. And we know from personal experience that be examines 
bla aourccs carefully. We saw him work on photostatic copies of source 
material on the Franconian settlements in Michigan in order to guide 
Homer R. Grcenbolt, a candidate for the doctorate, in writing his theala: 
"A Study of William Loehe, his Colonies, and the Lutheran Indian Mla­
alona in the Saginaw Valley of Michigan." 

The present volume traces the transplanting of the European churches 
to America during the seventeenth and the gradual Americanization of 
the churches during the eighteenth century. To understand the modem 
religious acene in America, an acquaintance with the genetic history of 
the various denominations is ahnost lncllapensable. Our volume auppllea 
this information in a scholarly and yet hlgbly interesting manner. The 
analyala of early Anglicanism in America will lead to a better under­
standing of the present Episcopalian Chmdi. The chapter on the Puritan 
Nttlements la particularly illuminating. Dr. Sweet shows that " to the 
Puritan leaders in New England democracy wu a dangerous thing in 
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a government such u theln, pleqed to CU'l7 out God'• will; for, they 
uked, 'How could ungodly rulers know the will and purposes of God!' 
Thus they felt under the neceaity of keeping the godly mlnorl~ ID 
control. Winthrop lll1IW!d that there was no democracy In llraeJ, ad 
that among civil states It wu the meanest form of government" (p.85). 
The Puritan form of government was not, lltrlctly apeaklng, theocratic, 
but, according to Dr. Sweet, "more Erastlan, which ill to ay that tha 
Church wu lncllrectly concemed In government, but that the govern­
ment was cllrectly concerned with the affairs of the Church" (p. 89). 
Roman Catholics often claim that Rome ls the real mother of our demo­
cratic ideal■, because the Baltimores were the first to grant rellglom 
lib~ In their Maryland colony. But Dr. Sweet shows conclmlvely that 
tbis la, "to put It mildly, misleading," for Romanist■ were tolerant not 
of other people's, but of their own religious freedom, even u "mlnorltlel 
are always In favor of toleration whatever their real principles might 
be" (p.131). Since Dr. Sweet treats the various immigration groups to­
gether, the German Lutherans are discussed In the chapter In which all 
the early German immigrants are treated: the Mennonites, Dunken, 
Schwenkfelcllans, Moravians, Reformed. Another reason why he group1 
the German Lutherans and Reformed with the German sectaries ls the 
fact that a ''pietistic strain was common to them all (the various German 
groups) in colonial America" (p. 211). 

The second part of the volume shows the tremendous influences of 
the Great Awakening on the American cultural, social, moral, and par­
ticularly the political ll£e. He traces briefty the abnormal psychological 
phenomena which attended the revivals under Frelinghuysen, F.clwards, 
Tennent, Davies, and especially the twenty-six-year-old Whitefield. 
Dr. Sweet makes this significant observation: "Miss Winslow [in her 
book, JOfUJtl111n Edwanb] has well pointed out that succea came to 
Whitefield too soon and too easily, resulting In his stunted growth, for 
at the end of his career he was preaching the same kind of sermons u 
In his youth, and there was no Indication of an enlargement of view or 
of deepening wisdom" (p. 187) - an observation which every young 
pastor might well ponder before accepting a call to a very large parish. 
But the chapter on the Great Awakening deserves careful study, chiefly 
because it points out the important contributions which the churches 
made to the formulation of the American ideals of libert,y, how the 
unionizing tendencies of the revivals welded the colonists together, how 
the Quaker and Baptist principles led to the separation of Church and 
State. However, we believe that Luther's ideal of religious libe~-to 
which Dr. Sweet refers only in passing, p.320,n.-wu a direct IDfluence 
In the founding of our democracy. Qualben, HiatOTV o/ the Chrlltlan 
Church, p. 439, n., ■tats that Jefferson stuclled Luther's treatise lAbffllt 
o/ the CILriatfan Man 1n a Lutheran parsonage two months prior to the 
Declaration of Independence, and Dr. Wm. Dallmann calls my attentkm 
to a statement in the PhiladelplLia Public Ledger that Jefferson studied 
"an old abstract of Lutheran doctrine on the way to writing the Declara­
tion of Independence." There were numerous streams which met in the 
momentous decades prior to the Revolutionary War, and the Lutheran 
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._ la one of the Important ones and llhould tbarefore ncelve more 
attmtfon In the chapter dJ.:ualq the unchurc:hecl Llbera1L (P. 33' ff.) 

Dr. Sweet does not write a history of doctrine. m. Interests lie 
cble8y In lhowfq the close cmrelatlon between the c:u1tural and the 
nUaloul life of the colcmlsts. Tbla account. for the fact that relatively 
little la aid about doctrine and doc:trina1 controvenles. Only one pap 
Ja devoted to the New England theolo1Y, The lltandard work on this 
Important phase of American church history, Foster's Geneffc Hfatof'JI 
of Neu, E1191And Theolar,11, Is not Included In the otherwise complete 
blbllosraphy. More apace should have been given to the basic principle 
of Ro1er Wllllama, the right and competency of the lncllvidual aoul In 
Ill matten of rellllon, and it. importance for the development of Baptlat 
tbeolOIY, Naturally, one wm not agree with every historical or doc­
trinal fwllment, for example: "The principal dlfference between the 
Quaken and Luther In respect to the unlvenal priesthood wu that they 
put Into actual practice what he had advanced only u a doctrine." 
(P.163.) Luther's univenal priesthood is unthinkable without the Word 
• the only means of grace, whereas Quaken dispenae with the Word 
entirely. We a1ao question the statement that John Wesley separated 
himself from the Moravian Society because "it wu not big enough for the 
tb1np he telt needed to be done" (p. 228). Wesley withdrew from the 
Koraviana because his theology was ba1lcally dlfferent from the antl­
nomlanlsm of the Hermhut group. A second printing will also correct 
such typographical errors as Grobner for Graebner, pp. 237 and 349, and 
Salzberger for Salzburger. We have placed this book on the reserve 
shelf for our c1au In Comparative Symbolics and recommend it hllh!Y 
for an understanding of our American religious scene. F. E. MAYER 

'1'lle J'olll'llall of Henry Melchior Muhlenberr. Translated by Theodore 
G. Tappert and John W. Dobenteln. Publlahed by the Evangellcal 
Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States and 
'l'be Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia. VoL I. 728 pages, 7X10. 
Price, $10.00 for three volumes by subscription. 

It wu fittlnl that in the year 1942 there should come off the press 
the &nt volume of 7'he Joumala of Henr11 Melchior Muhlenbff(I, for that 
:,ear marked the two hundredth anniversary of Muhlenberg'• coming 
to America. The publishers lnfonn ua that the other two volumes will 
appear in 1943 and 1944 respectively. 

We wish to congratulate the Muhlenberg Preu for its farsightedness 
in publllhlng thla great work and thua making available in the Enlllah 
l■qu■p source material of real value to the ■tudent of history. It wU1 
be a bleaed day for the Lutheran Church in the English-speaking world 
when other great Lutheran classics from German and Sc:andinavlan 
sources are llimllarly put into English dreu, and the various Lutheran 
ll'OUPI In our country, together with their publishing housn, will do well 
to Nt themselves to the task. Nb one, we are confident, will doubt the 
wisdom of auch a program; and there should not be competition amcma 
U.- but co-operation, u we shall all derive the benefltll therefrom. It 
would aeem eminently Important to this reviewer that a conference be 
beld by those who are Interested, at an early date, and that a plan be 
drawn up and a publication program agreed upon. 
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It will not be necessary for th1a review to enter upon the cletaUa of 
Muhlenberg'• life as a ■ul'Yey of his career appeared In the Collcaau. 
Tmm.oc:ICAL Mo11TBLY Jut year. This volume of the J'oumal bqlas wldL 
an entry dated Jan, 2, 1742, and enda with an entry dated Dec. 31, 1783. 
The yean1 1711-1742 are covered by an account of that period ham 
a revision prepared by Muhlenberg In 1782 and published in the Selble­
blognaphfe. 

Thus the • Journal relates the story of Muhlenberg'■ c:oming to 
America, his contacts with the Salzburgen1 In Georgia, his arrival ID 
Phlladelphla, and his handling of the confused sltuailon he found IID10DI 
the congregations which had called him to this country, his work up 
to and including the founding of the ftnt permanent Lutheran synod on 
American soil, and the busy and trying fifteen yean1 after that historic 
organization. 

Muhlenberg was thirty-one years old when the J'oumal bepn and 
fifty-two at the close of this volume, which thus gives us the detallecl 
picture of twenty-one yean1 of his active lite. 

The translators, in their valuable introduction to this volume, tell 
us how the Journala were written: 

The journals themselves throw considerable light on the way in 
which they were written. It appears to have been Muhlenberg'• practice 
to make sketchy notes day by day. A few of these original notes ue 
still extant. Those which he prepared in New York during May, 1752, 
he called "annotations." Similar notes !or part of the year 1775 he 
called "fragments, i.e., bones without. sinews and muscles." These dally 
notes consist of names of persons ond places and o !ew mnemonic sym­
bols or words. They were intended to serve as pegs !or his memory. 
Then when he was released for a time from the necessities of travel or 
the pressure of official duties, he expanded these notes by putting "sinews 
and muscles" on the "bones." A sinfle name or word was often expanded 
to a page or more. In this process o filling in his original notes, Muhlen­
berg sometimes Introduced anachronisms. "She did not tell me durinl 
this vislt," he wrote, for example, "but I learned later. . . ." The repliel 
to letters are occasionally indicated under the dates on which letters 
were writ.ten. When Muhlenberg altered his opinion about events or 
persons, the later, more mature judgments were sometimes inserted 
under dates when he held opinions which were quite different. Thil 
will e~lain some apparent chronological inconsistencies between Muh­
lenberg s correspondence and his journals. 

In addition we are told that he used goose quills and made his own 
Ink for writing. He had to buy his own paper, which was expensive, 
and he therefore often used half-filled books which were intended to 
serve other purposes. The tedious work of copying he did when be 
found time, but he also used copyists. 

Another paragraph of the introduction is interesting, not only for 
its Insight into Muhlenberg's linguistic ability, but also because of the 
light it. sheds on the antiquity of what we now call "Pennsylvania 
German": 

Although the journals were written in German, Muhlenberg em­
ployed other languages. He wrote and received letters In English, Dutch, 
and Latin u well as In German, and copies of these letters were some­
times tramc:ribed Into the journals in the original languages. Muhlen­
beq also made frequent use of common Latin expressions, and occa­
sionally he Inserted a Greek word or two. But of particular interest ID 
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thla ccmnectlon is the fact that, while lllublenbezs never completely 
mutend either Eqllsh oz, Dutch, bis German lost aametblng of lta 
puriw. Be WU aware that "old. Germana" in America "apoU the Engllsh 
lanpqe and In time produce a third laquqe, wblch is neither Engllsh 
nor German." The IIIUDC! temptation confronted Muhlenberg. Be not 
aaly ado»ted Latin and French worm by the almple expedient of fur­
nllhlnc thmn with German sufftxea-a not uncommon practice in the 
elahteenth century-but he also Incorporated a luwe number of English 
wmda and ldloms Into his speech. 'nm result can beat be Wustrated by 
a few example.: 

Am Abend wurde es mit melnem Beruf g1ntt1l& 
Wlr 1toptcm. unterwegea 
Es wurde mir llllowir& 
Welches In meinem Kirchen-Buche nccndecl wt 
Er hat unter Engllschen geserue& und seine Sprache 

vergesscn 
Sle wolte gem bey um boanfen 
Der Satan hatle sic encouragfrt 
Mr. Keple war damit nlcht gcplea.aet 
Welcher em.ployb1 werden moechte 
Die Deed. sind T'C!confed 
Ich hatte vielen Ueberlauf und Trouble 
Es war nicht in die Jfinutea geenter'd 
Er hatte drey Deeds zu acknowledgen. 
Als ich Abends alle in. war 
Ich halte 'was in dem Stohr gepurcJ&U'cl 

This admixture of English with German, while not nearly so pronouneed 
u in the case of some others, proceeded rapidly. He was using such 
expreulom as are listed above within ten years of his arrival in America 
and continued to use them to the end of his llle. That the authorities 
in Halle were occasionally mystified appeors from some of their attempts 
to put these expre.!iSions into German. 

We recommend the Jou.mar. to our readers. The cost of the three 
volumes is by no means too high, and the value which the Interested 
putor will receive from a careful perusal of the contents will amply 
repay hhn for his investment. It is not a work which will be read once 
and then laid away, but it will be read and re-read, and we dare DY 
the pastor's wife and grown children will also like to browse around in it. 

w. G. Pol.ACK 

The American Origin of the Augustnna Synod. From Contemporary 
Lutheran Periodicals, 1851-1860. A Collection of Source Material 
Gathered and F.clited by O. Frltiof Ander and Oscar L. Nordstrom 
with an Introduction by George M. Stephenson. 192 pages. 6X9. 
Augustana Historical Society, Rock Island, W., 1942. 

'1'hls is volume nine of the Augustann Historical Society publications. 
It is a reprint of documents, most of them hidden in old periodicals like 
the Lutheran. Observer, the Olive BrancJ,, also in the minutes of the 
Augustana Synod. The documents cover the years 1851 to 1860. We 
find interesting data here regarding the State Unlverslty of Illinois, 
orpnized at Springfield, later occupied by Concordia Seminary. Most 
of the documents are concerned with the relationships between the 
various Lutheran bod.Jes in the State of D.llnois. Those who have been 
led to believe that Lutheranism outside the Synodical Conference 
.Praents the picture of churches long on a doctrinal decline should read 
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&bese pqn and be c:onvlncecl that attltudea auch u were apouacl by 
Lutheran spokesmen jn the SO'a towards the Lutheran Ccmfnalcma bave 
pven way to far more conservative habits of thouaht both In tJle 
Augustans Synod and In the bodlea now forming the United Lutheran 
Church. Professor L. P. Esbjom and other leaden of that dJatant time 
live again In these reprints. and we are permitted to follow In detail 
the diacualona which have led to the preNDt obligation of all Lutberaa 
puton In America on the Symbols of our Church, whereas n1nef¥ yara 
ago men fought for the principle of "receiving the coNeallona In 
a qualified 1eme," u wu aponsored by the General Synod In thoa 
days. Practically the entire book ls pven .over to tbis development of 
confeasional comclousnea, the debate centering around the "State Uni-
versity of Dllnois." '1'11. GIIADIUII 

Christian Worship, By W. A. Sloan, A. M., Th. D. The Herald Preas, 
Loulsvllle, Kentucky. 114 pages, 5¥.tX71/.t. Price, $1.00. 

Books on worship have been coming from the presses of various pub­
lishing houses in increasing numbers ever since the Hoch1cln:hHche 
Be1aegung in Germany instigated a liturgical renaissance both abroad 
and in America. The present monograph represent., on the whole, an 
attempt to offer acceptable views in the Seid of Christian worship. Some 
passages are valuable for both pastor and people, as when the author 
speaks of the purpose of church music (p. 61), or when be deprecates 
the use of the sermon aa an oc:cuion for self-display or a sensational 
exhibition (p. 79). One can, indeed, get much stlmulatlng thought "from 
the book. However, it ls inadequate from the standpoint of Lu&heraa 
worship, and for a number of reasons. Some Scripture passages whic:h 
are not pertinent to the argument are apparently quoted on ac:c:ount 
of the sound of the words. The explanation of John 4: 24 hardly does 
juat.ice to the Lord'• remark. The Lord's Supper is no mere symbol 
(p. 68). Truth is not merely subjectively the opposite of falaehood, but 
it ls objectively the Word of God. Worship is not a mere intensification 
of the reUpous feeling in man, but a drawing close to Him on the basis 
of the Gospel promises, to render to Him the homage of the heart, the 
soc:riftce of the lips, and the service of the whole person. One misws 
throughout the book the emphasis on this objective basis of worship, on 
the instrumentality of the Gospel in effecting the right attitude of the 
heart and mind. Tho,e who purchase this volume will do well to keep 
in mind the definition of divine worship offered In the Conc:cndia Ct,e:lo­
pedf11: "(Divine worship Is) according to the Lutheran view not merely 
an approach to God in prayer, praise, and thanksgiving (commonly 
known as the sacriftc:ial element, of worship), but chiefly an acceptance 
of God'a gift of grace to men, through the means of grace (the sacra-
mental element)." P.E.XunlrAJnf 

BOOKS RECEIVED 
FT'Om BT'Oadman Pnu, NaahvUle, Tenn.: 

Tho Gospel of the Gnce of God. By J. Clyde Turner. 165 pages,' 
5¼ X 71/.t, Price, $1.00. 
FT'Om the W11mer Pn!u, Aaderaon, lndfaM: 

Wonderful ~esas. By Charles S. Ludwig. 1Z1 pages, 5¼X71/.t. 
Price, $1.00. 
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