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Miscellanea

Concerning Chancel Choirs

“The chancel should not be crowded with benches and duh,
has a very bad effect, but should be kept as open as possible. In
chancels it is certainly best not to have a surpliced choir, so that only
stalls for the clergy and a few seats for servers are needed. Whatever
choir there is can then be accommodated in a gallery with the organ,
which will increase reverence, economize space, and improve the quality
of the singing.

“I do not think there can be much doubt that this is the ideal
arrangement even in most large churches. Except in ‘Quires and Places
where they sing’ that is to say in cathedral, collegiate, and suchlike
churches, surpliced choirs are a nincteenth century innovation, and
still in the experimental stage. And surely the old plan was a wise
one: cathedral and collegiate churches have two qualifications for such
choirs, which most parish churches have not; they possess real structural
quires a good distance from the sanctuary —not merely chancels; and
their foundations allow of careful supervision and constant musical
training of the boys. There is something to be said for exceptionally
large, rich, and central churches starting foundations, becoming, in fact,
collegiate; but many parsons are beginning to ask themselves whether
in ordinary parish churches the innovation has justified itself. Its
ethical and musical bearings are beyond the province of this book;
one can only say that the behavior of choirs and the qualtity of the
music they produce in average parish churches suggests that we are
in need of some reformation in the matter.

“For these reasons alone it is probable that such choirs will tend
to decrease amongst us. We are not at present a musical nation, as is
proved by the fact that we maintain a great company of organ-grinders,
and in other ways batten on the musical refuse of other countries.
As we become more musical, the number of men and boys in our choirs
will probably decrease; we shall no longer try to herd in as many
as the chancel can possibly hold, for we shall seek less for noise and more
for music; we shall have more practices and insist that they are
attended, and the braver choirmasters will even refuse to admit choristers
who cannot sing. Consequently choirs will become much smaller. Many
churches will be content with four or even two paid rulers, to lead the
singing and chant the alternate verses of the psalms and canticles.
I think that as the choirs decrease, the congregations will increase.

“Perhaps with these modifications the surpliced choir will survive,
at least in places. The question will no doubt settle itself on musical
grounds. But the artist and the ecclesiologist would come to pretty
much the same conclusion as I have prophesied for the musician.
Ecclesiastical precedent is against surpliced choirs in ordinary parish
churches, and large choirs are not conducive to reverence.
therehadisﬁnctlo.mcrowdmgthecbancelwithamassofwluh.
indeed, in the days when color effect was understood, the surplices
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(in the cathedral churches, which had choirs) were covered nearly all
the year with black cloth copes (which were more like black gowns
than ceremonial copes), and traces of this still remain in the boys'
gowns at Lincoln and the purple gowns at Norwich Cathedral. As for
parish churches, the inventories show an extraordinarily small number
of surplices and rochets, which puts the non-existence of surpliced
choirs in the ordinary church beyond a doubt. There were just a few
exceptionally placed churches where a few boys sang in the choir, as
St.Peter's, Cornhill, where there were seven boys’ surplices. In the
same way there is evidence that in large parish churches there were
rulers who had seats in the midst of the choir in imitation of the
cathedrals. We learn also, from an interesting passage in the Sarum
Customary, that provision was made for such an imitation of the
cathedral use in parish churches, the boys (‘if there are any’) standing in
front of the choir stalls, while other ‘clerks’ occupied places to the east
of what we should call the clergy-stalls, just as they do nowadays.
I do not suggest that we are to be bound by medieval precedent as to the
number of choristers we employ; but I do say that surpliced choirs
have been largely introduced simply because they were thought to be
‘high church,’ and that this idea was a mistaken one, whether a ‘high
churchman’ be regarded as a scrupulous obeyer of the Prayer Book, or
as a follower of Caroline, or Medieval, or even of modern Continental
customs. This idea, then, being disposed of, we must judge surpliced
choirs by their fruits— musical, moral, artistic, and devotional. That
judgment is now being formed; and I, for one, shall not be surprised
if the result is not to prove, as usual, that the old ways are best.”
(Quoted from Dearmer, The Parson’s Handbook, pp. 46—49.)

Which Is the Proper Parament Color for the Epiphany Season?

In reply to a number of inquiries received concerning this question,
we have again consulted some of the foremost authorities in the field
of paramentics, specifically those of the Anglican Church and of the
Lutheran Church of Germany. There is a practical unanimity on this
point: the color is properly green. Dearmer (Episcopalian) in The
Parson’s Handbook, p. 115 f., says: Epiphany Octave to Septuagesima,
green. Lee (Episcopalian) in the Directorium Anglicanum, states: White
for the evening of Christmas Eve to the Octave of Epiphany inclusive;
green on all other days. Smart (Protestant Episc.) in his The Altar,
Its Ornaments, and Its Care, p.50, writes: “Green is used for the period
between the Octave of Epiphany and Septuagesima.” Meurer (Lu-
theran) in his Altarschmuck, p. 52f., says: “Gruen fuer die Epiphanien-
und Trinitatiszeit.” And Koch (Evangelical) in his book Das Kirchen-
geraet im evangelischen Gottesdienst, p. 48f., has the same direction:
“Erster Sonntag nach Epiphanias bis Estomihi, Gruen.” P.E.K.

Bur Lefire vom Antidrift
Wic lefen in ,Lelhre und Wehre”, 1888, &. 71 f.: Wenn Stlicfoth), die
Lehre bom Antidjrijt Detreffend, DeBauptet, unjere alten Dogmatiler Hitten
»nidt fo gufahrend gehandelt”, das Urteil, der Papft fei der Antidhrift, fiic
cinen Glaubenss und Vefenninisfab gu Jalten, und gum Vetweije Quenftedt
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anfiifrt, elder ausbriidlid) Herborhebe, eB Handle ficdh bei diefer Frage nidk
um cinen ,®laubensartifel, cuius ignorantia vel negatio damnat®, fo ift
biefeB gwar nur ecin logijder Sdinijger, welden fid) Nliefoth gu Sdulden
fommen lift, indem er baraus, baf Duenftedt fagt, eB et nidjt ein folder
Glaubendartifel, dejfen Unbelannijdaft ober Leugnung berbammt, aldbald
fdlicit, e8 fei nad) Duenftedt’s Meinung ilberhaupt gar Iein Glaubenss
artifel. Wenn er aber tweiter behauptet: ,Sollte er bas” (namlid) ein
Glaubensartilel) ,fein, fo miifte er, fo ie er Inutet, feinem gangen Jus
halte nad) aus der Heiligen Sdyrift erfhoben werden fonnen, weil nuc die
©dyrift allein Actifel ded8 ®laubend fepen lann. Dad ift aber nidt bec
Fall, ba bie Sdjrift nirgendivo bom Papft Ju Rom rebet” ufiv. — fo Hatte e3
allerdingd nad) Nlicfoth) bamals, al8 bad Neue Teftament nod) nidt ges
fdjricben mar, aud) nidt ein Glaubensjapy fein Ionnen, baf JCjus bon
Nagareth ber gelveidjagte Mefjiad ift. Nun gibt zwar Sliefoth gu, baf
allerdingd dad Mefultat der Feftjtellung deffen, .iwas bie Heilige Sdrift
bon ber au erivartenden Eridjeinung eincsd Untidrifts mweisfagt”, .die Bes
beutung cined Glaubensartifeld angufpredien” Habe, .tveil e3 ein Feil ber
gottlidhen Weisjagung ift*. Damit widre nun zlwar die Hauptiade getvons
nen, wenn nur Theologen iie Siliefoth foldje Weidfagungen redit berftanden.
RWeil aber die Weidjagung erjt redit im Lidhte der Erfilllung eclannt und
berftanben Mird, Stlicfoth aber gegen die Crfiillung fein Muge veridliekt,
muf er aud) in begug auf die Weisfagung im Dunteln tappen, ahnlidy ie
bie Judben Ehrifto gegeniiber. 1Ind a8 ift es, wenn er befauptet, Refultate
« - . gefdidtlider Foriung und lcteile ilber gefdhichtlide Tatfaden unbd
Cr{djeinungen lonnen, wenn fie nidt — twad Hier nidt der Fall ift — ti_n
audbriidlid) getvdbrleiftended Wort der Sdyrift filr {id) Haben, niemald die
Bedbeutung bon Glaubendfaten anfpredien, felbjt nidt, wenn fie walhe find,
unbd felbjt nidht, wenn fic fidh in Velenninidfdriften .audgefproden finben”?
Wir wollen Hicrauf Luiber anttworten Ilaffen, ber in feiner Sdirift toider
Cradmus (.Daf der freie Wille nidits fei”. Dresdner bdeutfde Nudg.,
©. 247 {.) alfo {djreibt: ,Du warteft vieleidt auf einen Sprud) aus ber
©djrift, ber mit biejen Worten und Silben alfo laute: Dasd befte und Gadjte
©tiid am Menjden ijt Fleifdy; fonit willjt du toeit iiberaus gerwonnen Haben.
Gleid) al8 wenn die Juden forderten, man follte ifnen aus den Propheten
einen ©prudj bringen, der mit dicfen Silben und Worten alfo lautet: JEfus,
ber Bimmermannsjohn, der geboren ift bon Maria der Jungfrauen gu Beils
Tehem, ber ift Mefjiad und Gottes Sohn.”
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