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The Origin of the Norwegian Synod. —In the Norwegian Synod, one
of our sister synods in the Synodical Conference, preparations are being
made for a proper observance of its ninetieth anniversary. One of its
former presidents, the Rev. Chr. Anderson, in the Lutheran Sentinel sub-
mits these interesting paragraphs on the early history of his Church:

When the Norwegian Synod was organized in 1853, the following
seven pastors were in active service: A. C. Preus, H. A. Preus, C. L.
Clausen, H. A. Stub, J. A. O. Ottesen, N. Brandt, and G. F. Dietrichson.
A total of 38 congregations was served by these pastors, 3 in Illinois,
4 in Jowa, and 31 in Wisconsin. At the time of the organization of the
Synod 17 of these congregations had formally accepted the constitution.
Most of the others, however, formally joined the Synod later on.

Shortly after the organization meeting in 1853 Rev. V. Koren arrived
from Norway and took up his work in Iowa, being the first resident
pastor of our Synod west of the Mississippi. In 1854 Pastor O.T.Duus
was added to the roster. In 1855 J.Storm Munch was added. At the
meeting at Coon Prairie, Wis., in 1859, the following six pastors were
accepted as members of the Synod: P. Brodahl, C. F. Magelssen, Laur.
Larsen, F. C. Clausen, N. E. Jensen, and B. J. Muus. In the mean time
Pastors Munch, Dietrichson, and Duus had returned to Norway, and
Pastor C.L.Clausen was no longer in active service, so that there were
altogether 12 pastors. Up to the synodical convention in 1859, 51 con-
gregations had formally joined the Synod.

During these years extensive work was carried on in the Home
Mission field. They had no mission board to direct this work. Though
these pioneer pastors served a number of congregations, some of them
as many as ten or more, congregations which often were scattered and
long distances apart, they felt that they had to take time to visit new
settlements which were established from time to time and organize the
work as far as it was possible. This work was usually attended with
great difficulties, as roads and means of transportation were very primi-
tive. Their physical strength was taxed to the limit; but it was a great
encouragement to them that their work was greatly appreciated by those
to whom they ministered. They sometimes came to places where the
people for years had not enjoyed the privilege of having the Gospel
preached and the Sacraments administered. When the pastor paid them
his first visit, it was an event long to be remembered.

In this way new congregations were organized every year. Strong
appeals were made to pastors and theological candidates in Norway to
come and take up work in these constantly growing mission-fields. A few
came in response to these appeals, but not by far enough to supply the
needs. It could not be expected that the overburdened pastors would
be able to do thorough work under these circumstances; but they
continued diligently and faithfully to minister to the spiritual needs of
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thousands of hungry souls, hoping that the time would soon come when
the crying need for workers would be met, at least in part, by the men
whoweubelngtrmnedattheﬂmologimlmlmryofourbrdhlmh
the Missouri Synod.

“This Union Epidemic.” —This is the heading of a brief lrlich
written by Pastor E.E.Zellmer of Sterling, Colo., and published in the
Lutheran Standard. Inasmuch as it is somewhat of a counterblast to
some of the unionistic utterances which have lately appeared in the
Standard, we insert it here. When the author says, “As I see it, we,
the American Lutheran Church and American Lutheran Conference, are
a kind of bridge or central ground upon which the other two may meet
with us,” he undoubtedly is sincere and believes that we of the Mis-
souri Synod are going too far on the right while the U.L.C.A. is going
too far on the left. We do not agree with him. In an carnest doctrinal
discussion of all issues involved we trust he would see that we have not
overemphasized certain truths or made Lutheranism too narrow a thing.
We commend him, however, for uttering a note of warning with respect
to the “union epidemic” and hope his words will be heeded.

“Our democracy grants us various privileges, among which is free-
dom of speech. As this also applies in our religious life and church,
I feel constrained to express my views and fears on this ‘unity’ question
which has been introduced in the columns of the Lutheran Standard.

“As long as I have been in the ministry, I have not only wished
and prayed for a Lutheran unity but have tried to contribute my part
towards its consummation; yet through all this I have never wanted
a manufactured union or a union built upon sentimental ideals or a
plebiscite union, because such unions are not unity. Although we will
never reach a complete agreement in all matters of religion here on
carth, yet to walk together in unity does demand an agreement in the
fundamentals in Secripture.

“It is true that many go beyond the limit in their demands for thz2
establishment of a Lutheran unity; but if I were to choose, I would
prefer this attitude to the attitude of those who apparently would ignore
things precious and sacred for the sake of an external union. Esau once
made this dreadful mistake when he sold his birthright for a mess
of pottage.

“When I read the expressions of some of our brethren on this
subject in the Lutheran Standard, I ask myself, Whither are we bound?
Has the union epidemic also affected us 1o the extent that we are ready,
even now, to go beyond our Lutheran Church and fellowship with any
individual or denomination that accepts Jesus Christ as the Savior?
Simply to confess that Jesus is the Savior of the world is not enough
for a Lutheran Christian; for he knows churches that claim a unity upon
such a basis, but where scarcely two agree on doctrinal interpretations
of Scripture unless such interpretations are of a liberalistic nature.
Are we in the American Lutheran Church or in the American Lutheran
Conference so hard pressed that our existence or future usefulness
depends on a union with the other two Lutheran bodies? As I see it,
we, the American Lutheran Church and American Lutheran Conference,
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are a kind of bridge or central ground upon which the other two may
meet with us. Would it not be wisest and most charitable to remain
here until this meeting is effected in God’s own way? We have made
appreciable progress in the past two years toward this end wherever
there was a Christian will to cooperate. Good and lasting things do not
come easily or quickly. Let us stand our ground, avoiding all unneces-
sary obstacles on the one side and making no unscriptural concessions
on the other.” A.

The Book of Job and the Problem of Suffering. — This is the heading
of a very helpful article, appearing in the Lutheran Church Quarterly
(January, 1941). There are a number of things in the essay with which
this writer cannot agree, as, for example, when it is said that the Book
of Job was written at a late time in Israel’s history when men, because
of the destruction of the Temple, the deportations, the failures of certain
prophecies concerning the permanency of Jerusalem, the unanswered
prayers of Jeremiah, the afiliction of the pious, challenged the theology
of the day and began to question the inseparability of piety and pros-
perity. This is spoken in the vein of liberal Bible criticism. The ancient
tradition, quoted by Chemnitz in his Examen, that Moses, having heard
the story of Job in the desert, wrote it to comfort the Israelites in their
tribulation in Egypt, is still defended by believing scholars and has much
in its favor to commend it even today, though Biblical scholars usually
assign it to the Solomonic period. The problem concerning the suffering
of the righteous is certainly as old as the first day when such suffering
occurred and was no doubt considered by Jacob when his pious son
was taken from him, as by Joseph himself when he was sold into Egypt
and there cast into prison because of his integrity. Nevertheless, the
fine analysis of the Book of Job and its major problem, presented in the
article, makes it worthy of careful study. Job, having been severely
afflicted by God, is visited by three comforters, who in their well-meaning
way desire to argue him into repentance because of some great trans-
gression which must have brought upon him this almost unbearable
punishment. Against this line of argument Job maintains his integrity,
though he freely admits his imperfection and failings, God alone being
absolutely perfect; and so from the condemnation of his friends he
appeals to God Himself for an equitable decision of his case. When the
three comforters have been silenced, Elihu speaks, showing the educative
value of suffering. “Suffering enriches life, opens up our springs of
compassion, gives us the power to endure and to comfort, provides a new
and larger vision of God. It unites us to God [of course, by enduring
faith only], as nothing else can unite us.” After Elihu, God Himself
speaks, and though He does not answer the questions of Job and there-
fore does not solve the problem of suffering, “He reveals His providence
in the heavens and on earth, His kindness toward the wild beasts,
and His care for the ‘noblest of His creatures.’” “The final word is that
God is Love.” “In all his sufferings Job must learn that God was near.”
In his conclusion the writer suggests that the solution to the problem of
suffering comes, if at all, not in the Old Testament but in the New, and
he refers the reader to G. Campbell Morgan’s little book The Answers of

35
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Jesus to Job. Very appealing, too, is his quotation from the British
Weekly, which presents this climax: “And if out of that appalling evil
[Christ’s crucifixion] this supreme blessing [conquering human sin] is
coming, . . . I will believe in the hidden good of my own suffering;
moreover, that wherever suffering is, there God is, sharing it all, even
the consequences of our own sin, that He may redeem us from it"
We wish to underscore this truth that we Christians must view all our
sufferings in the light of the cross of Calvary where divine love shines
in its perfect splendor.

There is, however, one important point which the article, helpful as
it is, does not touch upon, a point which St.Paul brings into full view
in Rom.11:33-36: “How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways
past finding out! For of Him and through Him and to Him are all
things: to whom be glory forever!” Is not this really the focal point
in the two magnificent discourses of God? The writer says: “Strangely
enough, the questions of Job are not answered. Instead of answering
Job'’s questions, God buries Job beneath an avalanche of new questions.”
But is not the reason for this very act of God the fact that His judgments
are unsearchable and His ways past finding out? We personally believe
that this is the chief lesson which God meant to teach Job, though
actually there was sustaining consolation in the revelation of His provi-
dential care. We have indeed much new comforting revelation in the
New Testament regarding the suffering of God’s dear children, and this
consolation we greatly need, especially today when thousands of righteous
believers are in deep distress. All suffering of God's children must in
the end redound to God’s glory and their own good, as also, of course,
to the good of others. But after all is said, God's judgments remain
unsearchable and His ways past finding out; and so we must patiently
endure all trials, looking with ever-increasing faith to the time when
we shall understand the why and wherefore of our earthly affliction in
the perfect light of heaven. This, we believe, is the peculiar lesson of
the Book of Job. J.T.M.

Unusual Missionary Inlerest.— Ernest Gordon, in the Sunday-school
Times (April 19, 1941), reports a case of unusual missionary interest
when he writes: “Wong Moon Him operates a grocery store in San
Antonio, Tex. Born in China, he came to the United States eighteen
years ago and was converted in a Christian mission in that city. Im-
mediately his heart was set on fire for the cause of Christ. He won
his wife to the Savior and later, because of his zeal, was made deacon
of the Chinese Baptist Church of San Antonio. His ambition is that
some day he and his eight children may all be preachers of the Gospel
in his homeland. But Wong Moon Him is not waiting until some far-off
opportunity offers. Following his conversion, he began writing to his
eighty~-year-old mother, 250 miles from Canton, telling of the wonders
of the Christian life. When, to his great joy, she was converted, he sent
money to buy property next to her home to be dedicated as a preaching
stand. Then he wrote to the nearest Baptist missionary, asking him ‘to
send a Chinese preacher to preach at Hoy Sun each Sunday. I will
pay the expenses.” Later he had ten phonograph records made in which
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he preached and sang in Chinese and talked personally with his mother.
These he sent to China with the request that they be played to his
mother in Hoy Sun village, and after she had heard them, that all the
villagers be invited to come and hear the message, too. A few days later
the returning missionary received a check for $100 on the Bank of
Canton to pay his expenses to Hoy Sun, with the request that, if he
would be unable to get to that village, the money be employed some-
where else for the cause of Christ. Wong Mocn Him also sent ten
handkerchiefs with Gospel-messages written upon them to distribute
among young people interested in learning about Christ. He gave an
order on the Bible Society at Shanghai for Testaments and other
literature for wide distribution. More recently he has been licensed
to preach, and seven Chinese were converted at his second service.
His seventeen-year-old daughter has volunteered for missionary work
in China.” Such extraordinary zeal for missionary activity, we believe,
deserves wide publicity, especially in view of the novel ways which it
has found to express itself. How much cannot a believer accomplish
in the Lord’s service if only he is willing to dedicate his talents fully
to the Lord! J.T.M.

The Peril of America.—The Watchman-Examiner (North. Baptist)
under this head calls attention to the fact that, while the menace to
our integrity and welfare from foreign powers must not be ignored, “the
greatest peril to the United States just now is within its own borders.”
It writes: “That peril is the growing mass of unchristianized people who
dwell among us. ‘The enemy has come in like a flood,’ and the Christian
churches in the land have done comparatively little to stem that flood.
If there is any real menace of a dictator in this country, this Christless
element will furnish the solid foundation on which his power will be
built, because spiritually decadent and morally confused people are
always ready to submit to authoritative and paternal human leadership.”
In the conclusion of the editorial the writer says: “The peril to this
nation is the supine character of our Christianity. The Christians of
the United States are not storming the gates of hell. For years they
have allowed the bastions of hell to be pushed farther and farther into
their character. With what result? We have today an estimated
17,000,000 American youth of school age not now reached by the Christian
churches. Out of this vast host the majority of the estimated 4,750,000
criminals in this country have been recruited. We are paying for this
with a criminal record that reaches an alarming percentage of our homes.
Every twenty-two seconds a major crime is committed in this land, the
majority by youth. We cannot rear pagans and keep this country
Christian. Christians cannot permit the constant multiplication of
citizens devoid of spiritual life and morality and keep their own freedom
and sacred institutions. The greatest peril we face is here in our midst.
Never before was there so great a need for spiritual mobilization of our
Christian forces.”

While it is true what the editorial here says, it fails definitely to put
the finger on the festering cancer sore in a majority of our churches. The
greatest peril to the welfare of our country is, after all, the rank unbelief
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mite the foundation of the Church by denying the Christian truths
sin and grace, justification and sanctification, and, above all, of the sole
authority of the Bible in religion. The Federal Council of Churches of
Christ in America is a remarkably influential and far-reaching organi-
zation in our country, and yet as a body it denies both the sola Scriptura
and the sola gratia, so that it cannot lay any claim to representing the
“Churches of Christ in America.” As we see it, there is only one thing
that can save Christianity in our land, and that is a firm conviction of
the divine truth as taught in Scripture, joined with that daring Christian
boldness which is always ready to attack the hostile forces of infidelity
within the Church and without. J.T.M.

Pacifism. —The Christian Beacon (March 20, 1941) writes: “One
of the serious charges made against the Church by men of the world
is that it changes its position in each varying circumstance. In times
of peace ministers are pacifists. In times of war they forget their
pacifism and change their position. The validity of such a charge can
be seen in the Presbyterian Tribune (the mouthpiece of the Modernists
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.). It formerly held a strict
pacifist position, but its editor now announces that the members of its
editorial council have changed their opinion about war and that the
paper can no longer hold the strict view. Therefore, it must open its
columns editorially to pro and con, some against war, some favoring war.
There you are! How ridiculous! What a spectaclel No wonder people
lose confidence in a Church and the leaders of a Church! War comes,
the nation is involved; we pass a lend-lease bill, and then these men
flop over to the side of public sentiment. Regardless of the reason given
for their change, they have changed. If these Modernists believed the
Bible and took it as their guide and were true spokesmen for the Lord
Jesus Christ, they never would have held the extreme pacifist position
in the first place, and secondly, their position could be consistent and
the same throughout the years. The Bible does not change. The
teaching of the Bible has not changed since the day of the prophets and
the apostles who gave it to us. From age to age it has been the same.
A national calamity, an international war, a world conflagration, no
matter how intense or what its proportions, cannot alter the teachings
of the Bible and the duties therein required of men. The position of
the Bible has been clearly summarized in the historic Westminster Con-
fession of Faith and Catechisms, in which it says that Christian men may
on just and necessary occasions wage war. The right of self-defense,
clearly presented in the Scriptures, involves this. But after the war is
over pacifists will again bud forth and spin their spider-webs. One
would think that after a while these Liberals would realize how
ridiculous they appear and would at least confess that the Funda-
mentalists who appeal to the Word of God are consistent in that they
hvenotchangedthe:rpomuonbutbascditsqumlyuponthe'ﬂml
saith the Lord: ‘It is written in the Word.””

The point which the Christian Beacon makes is certainly well taken.
There is no greater inconsistency than that of erring perverted human

B.
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reason and no greater consistency than that which the inerrant divine
Word offers to us amid the changes of times and circumstances. The
utter worthlessness of Liberalism is convincingly demonstrated by its
constant shifting of views and opinions. J.T.M.

“Predestination. —To THE Eprror: It is surprising that my friend
and seminary classmate the Rev.Irwin St.John Tucker should express
50 superficial an interpretation of Article 17—as though it proclaims
Calvinism. The sense of the article is this: (1) Predestination to life is
the purpose of God to deliver mankind from damnation to salvation
through Christ. Men are called to a life of grace; and as they respond,
they attain this salvation. (2) This consideration of predestination is of
comfort to the godly. Also, to the carnal, the [implied] threat of a
predestination to damnation leads to desperation and loose morals. These
are not the works of God, but of the devil. (3) There is a Scriptural
doctrine of predestination and election as there is a Scriptural presenta-
tion of what is God's will for mankind. It will be seen from this that
(1) stress is laid on the positive doctrine of predestination to Life;
(2) the article stops short of a negative doctrine of predestination to
damnation and implies that such a doctrine is devilish, not godly; and
(3) it also implies that the only Scriptural doctrine of predestination and
election is that to life. Now, the official statement of Calvinistic doctrine
(see Westminster Confession, chapter III, Of God's Eternal Decree)
declares (1) predestination to life for those who are the elect, and
(2) predestination to damnation for those who are not the elect; and
affirms that these together are the true doctrine contained in Scripture.
This comparison should make it clear that, if Article 17 ‘proclaims
predestination and election to be the faith of the Church of England,’
something other than the Calvinistic doctrine is meant; and the conten-
tion of the Rev.E.D. Weed is upheld against the conclusion jumped at
by the Rev.Irwin St.John Tucker.

“[Rev.] Tueopore J.Dewzes, Binghampton, N.Y."”
(The Living Church, April 9, 1941.)

We are submitting the above in order to show that it is not only
within the Lutheran Church that the clear teaching of Scripture on the
election of grace is being muddled; yes, and turned into its very opposite.
Article 17 of the Articles of Religion of the Episcopal Church teaches
particular election: “. . . those whom [before the foundation of the
world] God hath chosen in Christ out of mankind. . . . They which be
endued with so excellent a benefit of God be called according to God's
purpose by His Spirit working in due season; they through grace obey
the calling,” etc. We cannot understand why the Rev. Th. Dewees should
say: “The sense of the article is this: (1) Predestination to life is the
purpose of God to deliver mankind from damnation to salvation through
Christ. Men are called to a life of grace; and as they respond, they
attain this salvation.” And we could never understand why here in
America Lutherans should attempt to interpret the particular election
of the Formula of Concord in the same way, identifying the election of
grace with the universal plan of salvation and speaking of an election
in the wider sense and un election in the narrow sense. Perhaps the
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following statements by E.J.Bicknell in A Theological Introduction to
the Thirty-nine Articles will shed some light on the matter. “We need
to bear in mind that Scripture insists upon three great thoughts. (I) God
has an eternal purpose of love for all nations and individuals whom He
has made. (II) Salvation and grace are from first to last the gift of
God’s free bounty. (III) Man is responsible to God for his conduct. . ..
The articles give only one side of the teaching of Scripture. They deal
with salvation entirely from God’s side and ignore man’s cooperation.
The complementary side of the teaching of Scripture is passed over in
silence.” (Pp.282,285) Because of their synergistic prepossession Bick-
nell and Dewees make the particular election of the Thirty-nine Articles
to mean God's universal will of grace and the right use made of it by
the assenting will of man. For the same reason Lutherans in America
have said: “It is thus through the action of men that the universal
will of God is changed into the election of particular men.”

On the other hand, Dewees is right in denying that Article 17
teaches a predestination to damnation. Bicknell, too, states: “The last
two sentences deny the Calvinistic doctrine of ‘particular redemption,’
i. e., that Christ died for the elcct only,” ete. (P.289.) Why should men
think that Art.17 proclaims Calvinism? We know why here in America
men insist that those who teach particular election have Calvinistic
leanings. These men are obsessed with the idea that the obverse and
corollary of an election to life must be an election to damnation; that
particular election leaves no room for universal grace. E.

Gine gutreffende Gharafterificrung utherifder Orthodbogie. In fdalen,
Tiberalen theologifdien Sireijen ijt ¢3 Sitte gelvorden, mit abjoluter Veradjiung
auf die ntherijdie Orthodorie im 17. Jahrhundert ferabzubliden. Die fheos
logifdje Qiteratur dicfes walhrhaft Heroijdien Beitalters wicd allerbingd faum
mehr gelefen; man Degniigt ficd) mit Jitaten und wicderfholf, was anbere
verdadjtlich fiber bie grofen Manner diejer Periode geurteilt Haben. Um fo
erfreulidier ijt ¢8, wenn man cinmal iicder jo ettwad iiber dic Mtherijde
Orihdoric liejt, wic 8 Pfarrer D. Fril, Luizhaujen, Siveid 1lm, in einer
MNeihe von Artifeln, Detitelt , Warum jiegte der Pietidmus iiber bie Orthos
doren?” (Alg. Cv.=Luth. Mirdjengeifung), in bem dritten der vier Aufidbe
barlegt. Gr jdhreibt: ,Den Orthoboren ijt ¢8 cin heiliger Crnjt um
ibre Gadie [Spertdbrud im Tert]. Wie hitte fonjt jo mander angejidis
des Tobed ober aud) etton bor eciner lebendgefihrlidien Operation feierlid)
nod) begeugen Ionnen, daf er von Herzendgrund feind jei dben Jrrtiimern der
Papiften, Saframenticrer, Jinglianer und Calvinijten, Sdivendfelder,
Wiedertdufer, Flacianer, weil diefe Jrrtiimer dem Hellen, Haren Wort Gottcs
guvider jeien? Die Orthodoren twaren iiberzeugt, dafy ihre Gegner bﬂ_’
eiligjte antafteten: bdie fatholijdie Stivdie nehme bie Gleiifheit durd) die
Lelre, der Menjdh werde nidht dburd) den Glauben allein geredt, ex miifje das
Ceinige felbjt dagu fun. Der Calvinidmus bringe durd) feine Prdbdejtinas
tionslehre den Menjden zur Verziveiflung, daf er nie mehr bon Herzenss
grund froflich jein fonne. WVei Arnd twerde dasd Gletvifje, Gotted gejdriches
ned unb geprebigted Wort, dahintengelajien. Darum hielt man die Polemil
aud) auf der Siangel fiir Pfliht. Das fei man ber Ehre Gotted jduldig,
bie burdy faljdje Lehre angetajtet und verileinert tverde, aber aud) der Ges
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meinde, baf fie bie Geifter priifen lerne, nidyt lau ferde und vor Abfall bes
tafet bleibe, und den Berfiihrien und BVerfehrien', dafy fie womdglicdh nody
filc bic Waleheit gewonnen werden. Glaubenstreue galt als unbes
bingte Pflicht. Der Iutherijhe Ehrijt dacf nidt fid) ,alfommobdicren’, abex
aud) n_itﬁt ein RNeutralijt und lauer Wetterhahn' werden. MWenn der Ehrift
aud) die Heimat verlaffen und ind Glend giehen muf, fo ijt bod) die gange
Erde ded HCrrn. Wer um ded Glaubens willen dasd Leben lajjen muf, Hat
?en Frojt: ,Selig feid ihr, fo eudy die Menfdjen Haffen, . . . benn eucr Lohn
ift grofy imt Hinmel.* — So fagen wir, ftatt die Orthodoren ,mannijd* zu
fdelten, Ticber: die Orthodoxie geigt fich in der Nadfolge Luthers manns
lid, tapfer im Stampf fiix die Wahrheit, in der Rede
mitunter dberb, aber nod) frifh und voltstiimlid, ihrer
Cadic gewify. €3 ijt menjdlich begreiflih, daf mander in demr forts
bauernden Stampf jdlicflih ftreitlujtiq und cigenjinnig rurde,
Vefentlidhed und lntvefentlidies verwedyjelte, aus den Anfdhauungen der
@fﬂﬂtt Folgerungen ableitete, an dic bdiefe nic gedadit Hatten, Miftrauen
geigte aud) gegeniiber foldien, dic im twefentlichen auf demjelben Glaubenss
grund jtanben. Wielleidht Haben aud) mitunter die Nerven verjagt, iviewohl
mfd) Teinflidge Manner wie Rabus und Thumm Crjtaunlidies geleifict Haben.
Pintex all dem [darfen Sampf verbirgt fich doch eine jhlidhte, warme
Eti'mm igleit, tvie fie Qufas Ofiander db. J. in feinem Bud) gegen Arnd
gefdjildert Gat: Ein rechier Chrift Galt fid) fteif an bad gefdiriebene und ge=
predigte Wort Glottes und glaubt ihm einfiltig. Cr fept fidh alle Tage aufs
locnigjte eimmal auf die Redjenbanf, Gedentt, Iwic cr das Leben ugebradyt,
[ltfﬂl!ll' Gott feine Fehler und Gittet wm ihre gnidige Vergeibung im Glauben.
Jm iibrigen Befiehlt er fidy federgeit in den Sdub und Sdjirm ded treuen
G!:Hrﬂ. lartet feines BVerufs getreulid) und vedlid), dient jeinem Nachjten
mit den bon Gott empfangenen Gaben, fo gut ex fann. Gceht s ihm twohl,
fo dbanft er GJott darum und iicd nidt itbermiitig. ®eht's ihm iibel, fo
lernt er Goit in Lieh und Leid danfen und das Sirenz geduldig tragen. Er
be_ben!i die Stunde des Tobes, fo wird er dasd Herz nidit an den Mammon
Bangen und die redjte driftliche Gelajjenheit Gaben. Ales, was er tut, bas
fut er im RNamen JEju und in der Furdyt Gotted und [Git e3 aus Glauben
grrncben. — Der Chrijt weif — fo war {don in der Vauernpojiille ded
dlteren Qufad Ofiander 3u lefen —, daf mit ber Neformation die rodlfte
Stunbe ber Welt ihren Anfang genommen BHat, ,auf cinen dunfeln Tag ein
jdhner, Haver YAbend, efe dic Somne untergeht. Nun da die Striegslatas
fh:qpllc Bereingebrodien twar gur Strafe, daf bie Cvangelijdhen dad Evoans
gelium beraditen und bie Siatholifen e I[djtern und verfolgen, fdjien nod
mebr die Beit dem Cnde gugeriidt. Uber s galt, dic lepte Stunbde
ausgulaufen. €G3 fat ctivad Crqreifendes, tvie die vbon Siriegsnot,
Hunger und Seudjen bedrdngten Pfarrer ifiren Stubdien obliegen; durd
Trdgheit und Hinbriiten werde ja der Geift frumpf; Iver dad Studium vers
faume, fnne qud) andern fein Fithrer fein, aud) nidt die Wahrheit gegen
|[;.u Geguer verteidigen. Audy die jdtveren Fragen der Beit, die Frage ded
Qtnlnebmtnﬂ und ded Stricgfiihrens, rourdben mit Crnjt durddadt. Crquids-
ll(_!| aber ift, wenn einer diefer Manner, fo ganz anders ald Spener, fidh
ftmrs Juftigen Gartens freut, in dem er ,bielen linmutsd bergaf’, dbantbar
filc die irdijden Gaben Gloites, und dod) den Vlid geriditet auf dad Ufer
und ben Port, da das Sdifjlein cinmal nad) miibfeliger Fahrt anlanden foll.”
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Man ift verfudt, den gangen Nrtifel abzudruden, befonders dad gleid
Folgende mit bem dargelegten Gegenfab zwifden bem minnliden Orthos
dogidmus und dem ,gebdmpften” Pictismus mit feinem . tveibifden” Jug.
%ber bagu fehlt der Raum. Lieft man foldje Artifel iiber bie Iutferijde
Orthodogic ded 17. Jabhrhundertd wie dben obigen, fo Meiff man nidt, as
man iiber dbad Gefafel urteilen foll, baf fidj ziifdhen dber futferifden Orthos
bogie bed 17. Jahrhundertd und Luiher eine grofe Stluft finde. Ausnahmen
gibt ¢3 ja in allem; aber bie Bertreter ber twirtlid) Tutherifden Ortfoboxie
find, wenn aud) hie und ba imfideren Fufes, dody treu und rebdlid) in
Luther3 Fuftapfen tveitergegangen, um al8 Sdjrifttheologen bas burd) bie
Neformation neu ermworbene Cvangelium rein zu betvahren und ed unbers
Hiirgt an bie folgenben Gejdlechter tweitergugeben. 1Ind biirfien fie in ifrer
Glaubendtreue getvif borbildlid) fein. 3.2 M.

fibertritte gur cvangelifdjen Sirde. Bon dem feltenen Fall, bafy glaubige
Statholifen, von eddjatologifdien Hoffnungen ergriffen, den Wanberjtab in
bie Hand nahmen, beridtet die ,Schonere Julunft” (Heft 9/10 vom 24. Nos
vember 1040). Die [Hodrmerifdj-csdatologijde Bewegung ift gemniipft an
ben Namen ded Pfarrers Jgnaz Lindl aud Grundremmingen bei
fingen (Sdjivaben), der mit feinen ,Crivedten” dem ,Willen bed HEren” gu
folgen glaubte, al8 er dad BVaterland verlicf und in der Frembde das ,gelobte
Land” gu juden begann, wo man gang der Pilege einer frommen Jnners
lidjfeit Ieben fonnte. Er glaubte e8, dhnlich ivie die ,Crivedten” aus dec
cvangelijden Stirdje, in Nufland gefunden zu Gaben, und begab fid) 1819 an
ben Barenhof; 1820 beorberte ifhn der Bar ald Probjt der in Giidrufland
angeficbelten bdentfdjen Siatholifen nad) Obdefla. Bon Gier aud ermunterte
er feine fdodbijde Gemeinde, ihm zu folgen. 400 feincr Unhinger erfielten
die Crlaubnis gur Auswanderung. Mit 50 Wagen und 60 Familien langten
die Qindl-Leute in BVefarabien an. Gebet und Prebigt leiteten die [djivere
ufbaunarbeit ein. Die Solonie lebte ,urdjrijtlid)” al8 Arbeitss und Giiters
gemeinfaft. Cin geiibter Singerdior umrahmte Lindls Prebigten, in
benen er den nahen Welhuntergang verliindigte. Grofe Pilgerfdharen ausd
gang VeBarabien ftromien zu bicfen Prebigten BHerbei. €8 tourde eine
CSdule und eine Stirdje gebaut, und im Laufe der Jeit entftanden neue
Ort{daften. Nadjdem Lindl wieder nad) Deutjdhland guriidgefehrt war, trat
faft bie gange Stolonie gur evangelifden Sticdje fiber. E8 loderte ficd) dann
allmiblid) aud) die gemeinjdaftlidhe Betricbsorbnung, und jeder Stoloniit ecs
bielt Cigenbefips. (Alg. Cb.=Luih. Stivdjengeitung.)

Brief Items.— Out of Hawaii’s 400,000 people more than 118,000 are
Catholics. By papal decree of February 22 Hawaii has been raised to
the rank of a diocese and created a suffragan see of the archdiocese of
San Francisco. Though missionaries landed there in 1827, not until 1839
were they free to carry on their work. The See of Hawaii is at present
vacant. — America (Roman Catholic).

“Dr.J.Gresham Machen long ago used these prophetic words:
‘America is today running on the momentum of a godly ancestry. When
that momentum goes, God help Americal’ Whither are we drifting today
with our cocktails, play-boys, and flappers so much in the public eye?”
So writes the Watchman-Examiner. As the years roll by, every church-
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body should not fail to ask itself whether it probably is merely “running
on the momentum of a godly ancestry.”

The leading official magazine of the communistic party in Moscow
is the Bolshevik. According to America this paper stated the Soviet
aims as follows: “The U.S.S.R. wants to keep aside from any conflict.
Its only aim is a European war in which the capitalistic countries alone
will be involved. The U.S.S.R. hopes to change this war into a civil
one and expects that the world revolution will be the final result.”
Wht;:nd::xlmnhul purposes the Red leaders entertain if this statement is
au

The Supreme Court of the United States, in a decision written by
Chief Justice Hughes, upheld the conviction of 68 Jehovah's Witnesses
who had offended against the law by parading the streets of Manchester,
N.H, without a license. Among the statements made by the Chief
Justice was the assertion that this action against Jehovah's Witnesses
was not taken on account of their religious views but on account of
their disregard of a city ordinance. This sentence of his opinion deserves
being quoted: “The authority of a municipality to impose regulations
in order to assure the safety and convenience of the people in the use
of public highways has never been regarded as inconsistent with civil
liberties but rather as one of the means of safeguarding the good order
upon which they ultimately depend.” That is sound reasoning.

“Two little children, aged about seven and eight years, died some
40,000 years ago in a cavern in Syria. Their bones were recently dis-
covered by the Rev. John C.Doherty, S.J., of the Boston College Depart-
ment of Anthropology. Father Doherty believes these remains—
showing a straight chin and a straight forehead — point the way to
a link between Neantherthal man and modern man. Are those little
innocents, now in limbo, aware of the help they gave unwittingly to
modern science?” — Make your own comments, brethren!

In Holland there is said to be a noticeable revival of religious in-
terest, which is evident particularly among the laboring classes. The
tribulation which has come to that country may have brought on this
good result.

In Spain, so the Watchman-Examiner reports, the government has
seized 110,000 Bibles which are the property of the British and Foreign
Bible Society. There is said to be much persecution for the workers
of the British-Spanish Gospel Mission. At the same time the Spanish
government does not fail to see that Masonry is a dangerous element
in the State, and in Spain “it is now a criminal offense to be a Mason.”
Students of history know what a wave of resentment against the Masonic
order swept through the United States more than a hundred years ago
and that in several States at that time legislation was passed agninlt
Masonic lodges.
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