Concordia Theological Monthly

Volume 11 Article 67

9-1-1940

Book Review. - Literatur

Th. Engelder
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm

Cf Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation

Engelder, Th. (1940) "Book Review. - Literatur," Concordia Theological Monthly: Vol. 11, Article 67.
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol11/iss1/67

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol11
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol11/iss1/67
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F67&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F67&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol11/iss1/67?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F67&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

Engelder: Book Review. - Literatur

Book Review — Riteratur 713

Book Review — Siferatur

All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con-
cordla Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louls, Mo.

Religious or Christian. By O.Hallesby, Ph.D. Professor in the Inde-
pendent Theological Seminary, Oslo, Norway. Translated by
Clarence J. Carlsen. Augsburg Publishing House. 198 pages,
5% X17. Price, $1.00.

The title of this book, Religious or Christian, is meant to indicate
the fundamental difference between Christianity and the other so-called
religions. The first two chapters and the last one deal with this subject
directly. “The history of religion, the psychology of religion, and the
philosophy of religion have all sought to bring Christianity down to the
same level as religion in general, in all essentials. . . . They are in
perfect accord with reference to one thing: there is no fundamental
difference between Christianity and other religions.” (P. 172) In
refuting this thesis of the Liberals, the author calls attention to “Luther’s
Biblical view both of man's sin and of God’s justifying and new-creating
grace. Luther never tires of showing the fundamental difference between
the natural man’s self-chosen, strained religiosity, on the one hand, and
the free and happy relationship to God of the regenerate soul, on the
other” (p. 171), and deals specifically with one of the fundamental
differences: the unreasonableness of Christianity. “Modern man no
doubt feels that he encounters an intellectual cross in Christianity at
nearly every step of the way. . . . It was the paradox of paradoxes that
Christ said of Himself that He was God, John 10:33. . . . In the New
Testament writings we have the source of the whole paradoxical irrational
content of the faith which the Christian Church has owned, confessed,
and preached throughout all these centuries.” (P. 9 ff.)

The other chapters: “The Hour of Temptation,” “Manly Chris-
tianity,” “The Offense of the Cross,” “By Grace,” and “A Contrite
Heart," carry out the theme more indirectly. But they present matters
of supreme importance, and much of it is good Lutheran theology, pre-
sented in the author’s well-known lucid, emphatic, and striking way.
A few samples: “When God forgives us our sins, He does so entirely
without any merit on our part; that is, there is in us no meritorious
ground for it. Neither our conversion, our remorse, our prayers, our
faith, or anything else in us can move God to love us and forgive us. ...
Grace is free. This implies even more, yea, much more. . . . It implies
also this, that grace seeks us, goes after us, searches us out.” (P.129.)
“To pray for one’s future work is to ‘load’ time with eternity. The fact
that so many of us accomplish so little during our long period of activity
is due no doubt to the fact that we fire too often with blank cartridges.
We do not take time to pray.” (P. 56.) “It is God who makes hearts
contrite. But this is a difficult task, even for God. When He created
the universe with its countless solar systems, He sat calmly upon His
royal throne in heaven, merely speaking the creative word. . . . But
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when He was to make contrite the little but hard heart of
He could not remain seated on His royal throne. He had to His
heavenly abode, come down to our earth, become a man, suffer, and
die to atone for our sins. To such great lengths did the Almighty
have to go in order to make contrite the heart of man!” (P.158.) Note
also this good Lutheran statement: “Then, too, they would learn more
quickly to ‘believe without seeing,’ to learn that which God . . . is trying
to teach them, namely, to believe the Word, without feeling the workings
of God’s grace.” (P. 150.)

But our book also contains much that is not good Lutheran
theology. It is much to be regretted that a book is so widely circulated
in Lutheran circles which contains the pietistic-synergistic leaven. There
is the fatal distinction between awakening and conversion. It is
distinctly stated on page 135: “But awakening is not the same as
conversion.” However, “awakening” (and “awakening” here means
contrition) is described as a process by which a man is put in possession
of certain spiritual powers. “He gave you the grace of awakening.
He spoke to you of His love, until the sin became acrid and bitter to
you.” “Our awakening brings us into a heavenly superlight. . . . We
meet God! The real God. We are permitted to see God as He comes
to us in Christ.” “Through his spiritual awakening the sinner has not
only caught a glimpse of the inheritance, but he has begun to see also
that he neceds it.”” “Here we see the miraculous aspect of spiritual
awakening, ils new-creating power, the grace connected with such an
awakening.” “A connection with God has been established as a result
of their awakening.” (Pp. 152, 163, 137, 33, 161.) But such a one is not
yet converted. However, this unconverted man is put into possession
of miraculous powers. Thus: God will “let none be eternally lost
without first being awakened out of their sleep in sin and having their
inheritance set before them in order that they might freely decide
whether to accept the inheritance and be saved or turn away and enter
into eternal darkness.” “As a result of the miracle of spiritual awaken-
ing he is at last ready to become a Christian.” “Conversion, penitence,
faith, . . . are the deliberate choice whereby, enlightened by the Spirit of
God, we determine not to hinder God from performing the miracle of
salvation in our lives.” (Pp. 131, 135, 194. Italics by us.) To be sure,
in conversion the sinner makes the right choice, by the power of God.
But here it is the “awakened” sinner, who is mot yet converted, that
freely decides for God. And that is synergism. The unconverted man
is able to make the right decision.— Much is said about “awakening.”
Much should be said about contrition (more or less a synonym of
“awakening”); but when so much is said about contrition and in com-
parison so little about conversion and faith, we have the old pietistic
aberration. — And what would you say about this definition of conversion:
“The decision involved in conversion consists therefore really in this, that
the awakened sinner surrenders himself fully to the mortifying grace of
God in order thereby to be made alive in Christ”? (P. 149.) It is not
the Lutheran definition that reads thus: “Now, repentance consists
properly of these two parts: One is contrition, that is, terrors smiting
the consciences through the knowledge of sin; the other is faith, which
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is born of the Gospel, or of absolution, and believes that for Christ's
sake sins are forgiven, comforts the conscience, and delivers it from
terrors.” (Augsburg Confession, Art. XII.) The creation of faith in the
forgiveness of sins is the essence of conversion. “If any one desires to
add a third [part], namely, fruits worthy of repentance, i.e., a change
of the entire life and character for the better [good works, which shall
and must follow conversion], we will not make any opposition.” (Trigl.,
P. 259.) But he must not, as Professor Hallesby does, name the creation
of the new life as the one important thing in conversion. It is an
important thing, but it must be put where the Confession puts it:
“Neither can there be true conversion or true contrition where mortifica-
tion of the flesh and good fruits do not follow.” (Trigl, p. 291.) Professor
Hallesby is far from denying that the creation of faith makes one a
Christian, but in defining conversion as he does, he betrays his pietistic
bent. All through the book he gives sanctification undue prominence. —
Just one more point. We had the statement: God will “let none be
eternally lost without first being awakened out of their sleep in sin,” etc.
(P. 135.) It is repeated on page 161: “This is the unspeakably gracious
aspect of our spiritual awakening, that God does not permit a sinner
to enter into eternal torment without first having met God face to
face.” No Scriptural authority is quoted for such a statement. There
is none. But our flesh thinks it would not agree with the justice and
mercy of God if men were lost who never heard the Gospel. And so
theologians have conceived and spread the idea that there is a possibility
of salvation in “Hades” for those who did not hear the Gospel in this
life. Professor Hallesby is an exponent of this view. He does not
express it in this book in so many words, but it lies back of the statement
that God does not permit a sinner to enter into eternal torment without
first having met God face to face. This is one of the intellectual crosses
Biblical theology imposes upon us: “When we see that God gives His
Word at one place but not at another, . . . in these and similar questions
Paul fixes a certain limit to us.” (Formula of Concord; Trigl., p. 1081.)
Here are questions we cannot answer. Professor Hallesby lists a large
number of such intellectual crosses and warns against attempts to solve
the paradoxes in Christian theology. One paradox he attempts to solve
by insisting on making the statement under discussion.
TH. ENGELDER
Our Knowledge of God. By John Baillie. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New
York. 263 pages. 5%%9. Price, $2.50.

Ever since Karl Barth enunciated his peculiar, extreme tenets about
God’s “wholly-other-ness,” thus fixing an impassable gulf between the
unapproachable Creator and Sovereign and trembling, helpless man, in
whom the divine image has been so utterly destroyed and the corruptio
hereditaria has become so absolute that outside Christ he knows nothing
of his Lord, he has been attacked by both Lutheran and Reformed
conservatives. Ultra-Reformed Barth (and, to some extent, Barthian
Brunner, too) is here challenged anew by a conservative Calvinist (for
Baillie is professor of divinity in the University of Edinburgh), who
defends the scientia Dei naturalis, though not in the sense of our Lutheran
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dogmaticians. Admitting a “self-disclosure” of God, he nevertheless
interprets this as a “mediated immediacy”; in other words, man knows
God not through the world (the ancient categories: creation, providence,
the lex inscripta), but with the world, nature itself being divinely sacra-
mental and so revealing God to every soul. Baillie, however, discards the
old distinction of our dogmaticians between natura and gratia, natural
religion, which is not sufficient to salvation, and revealed religion,
centering in Christ, which alone can save. So also he casts aside the
distinction between ratio and fides, for he suggests that there are better
Christians among unbelievers than among believers, and this not in the
popular sense in which the words have hardly any meaning, but in a
real and literal sense. After all, however, Baillie can assert this without
reaching beyond orthodox Calvinism with its fundamental tenet of the
immediacy of the Spirit's operation in the heart. Zwingli thus expected
to find some decent Greek and Roman heathen in heaven, and Baillie
holds that, while unbelievers may not see God operative in their souls
and actions, Christians may see Him there. In his argument against
Barth, Baillie of course goes too far; yet his book makes interesting
reading, since, contrary to most modern writers, he is clear and logical
everywhere and in a strange way combines the greatest erudition with
the greatest interest. J. THEODORE MUELLER

Eheologifdied Wiirterbnd) sum Neuen Teftnment. JIn Verbindung mit 57 Ge-
lehrien Berausgegeben bon (Jerhard RKittel. Vierter Vanb. RNeun Lies
ferungen von je G4 Seitem. Werfag von 2W. Kohljammer, Stuttgart.
Subjfriptionspreis der Licferung: RM. 2.90.

Nad) lingerer Jeit bringen Ivir Iviedber cinmal bieje3 gany Herborragende,
cinjigartige Werl jur Anzeige. Drei BViinde find vollendet. Der erfte Band, ber
im September 1933 vollftindbig getvorden iff, umfafit auf 703 Seiten in grohem
Lerilonformat die Artifel der Budjftaben a—y; der jiweite Band, im September
1935 fertigaceftellt, umfakt auf 958 Seiten bie Actifel ber Budhftaben 3—n; der
britte Vanb, der anjangs 1938 herausgegeben worden ift, bringt auf 1104 Seiten
bie Artilel der Budftaben #—x. Das Werl toird nad) bem urfpriinglichen Plon
nod) weiter in Qieferungen von je 64 Seiten Herausgegeben — alle jiwei Monate
erjdyeint eine Licferung —, und die Subjtription auf die fhon erid)ienenen Binde
ftebt nod) offen. Die vorliegenden Lieferungen umfaffen die Worte Aayydveo bis
méugopat.  Leidber ift in den Ilefiten WMonaten feine neme Lieferung in unfere
Hinde gelangt, wabhrfdeinlid) infolge der RKriegsverhiltnife und des unvegel:
mifigen Poftverlehrs. Wir tounen num, was twir frither {don qefagt Haben, nur
wieberholen, baf ndmlid) diejes Werl bejonbers bedeutfam ift toegen feiner tats
jadlicy monographifdhen Bearbeitung widytiger neuteftamentlidher Begriffe. Dad
ilt gerabe aud) von den vorliegenden Teifen. Da finden toir jum Beijpiel bdie
widtigen BVegriffe Aéyw, Adyos, Exhéyouar und 10 anbere auf 128 Sciten ers
ortert. Die Ausfilthrungen hingen freili) oft von dem theologijhen Standpunit
ber jebr verjdjieden geridyteten Bearbeiter ab; aber wenn diefe fonjervativ find,
ift nidyt blof auferordentlich reichhaltiges Material — iwie in allen Artifeln—
bargeboten, fondern audy bie redyte theologifdye Bebeutung der betreffenden Wort:
gruppe. Tas gilt jum Beifpiel von den 14 Wihrtern, die mit Adw (Adteov, avri-
Avrgov, AvrQéw, droditoworg ujfin.) jujammenbhingen und die von Prodjd in
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Grlangen unbd Biichjel in Roftod bearbeitet worden find. Dasfelbe Akt fidy fagen
bon ber Wortgruppe pavbdave auf den Seiten 392—466, die in den Hinden von
Rengstorf fag, und von ber MWortgruppe pagric auf dben Seiten 477—520, bie
bon Strathmann in Grlangen bearbeitet worden ift. Freilidh miiffen wic aud)
biedmal cinfdtirfen, bafs bas Werl prilfende Lefer verlangt. Der widjtige Wetitel
Afyog fann von jebem mit qrofem MNugen ftudiert werden; aber wir miffen
bod) fagen, daf in dem Prolog de2 JohanneSevangeliums, Kap. 1, 17, die Unti=
thefe nidyt ift vépog — Adyoc (mofaifher Aéyog, Thorah), fonbern vépog —
zdorg, mit andern Worten der paulinifhe Gegenfa. Die Gnade und Wahrs
beit ift nid)t ber Aéyog, jondern fie flielit aus ipm. (S.188.) Befonbers miiffen
toir wider mit Bebauern fagen, dafs die fogenannten Jiviffenfhaftlidhen Grgedbnifjer
ber hdheren Rcitif und der ,Ouellenfdeibung” in ben biblifdhen BVildern in diefem
Werle cine grofie Rolle {piclen und cine faljdhe Lehre von bder gbttlichen Offens
barung hervorrufen. 2Wir hatten Hiirylidy BVecanlaffung, in dem fdhon fertiggeftell=
ten britten Vanbe unter dem Worte xtitw die Rubril ,Der Schvpfungsglanbe
im Alten Teftament* nadyzujdylagen. Wber da wird der gefibrlidhe Jretum aqus-
gefithrt, daf wir in den erften Kapiteln der Bibel nidyt cine unmittelbare Offen=
barung, bie Gott den erften WMenjdyen gegeben Hat, Haben, jondern cine febhr
mittelbare, die nur leimartig in der »Offenbarung der Gejdyidyte”, dad Heift, der
Gefdyichte J5racls, enthalten twar und von bort jur Gntfaltung gelommen und
nadhtrdglidh an ben Anfang der Vibel qeftellt worben iff. Darum joll aud) das
crfte Wort ber Vibel ,Am Anfang jdhuf Gott Himmel und Grder, von der Offens
barung aus gefehen, nidyt das erfte IWort ber Vibel fein, vielmehr ift .das
primire Jeugnis deé Alten Teftaments bas von dbem gefdyidhtémiadytigen Gott, dem
Gott Abrahams, Yjaats und Jalobs, dbem Gott, der bas VWolf Ysracl aus Lgypten
burd) bad Stote Meer und den Norban in dbas Gelobte Land filhrie, bem Gott,
ber bie Sriege Jsvacls leitete. G5 geht im Wlten Tcftament nidit von ber
Sddpfung jur Gefdhichte, fonbern umgelehrt, alfo nidht: der Schopfer (Subjett)
ift Jahwe (bad Beifit, der Gott JYSracls), fondern: ahiwe (Subjelt) ift ber
Sdopfers. (III, 1004.) Semgegeniiber muf feftgehalten werden wie Dr. P
Peters in einer Vejpredyung dbiefer Sadye in der .(Ev.=Luth. Freilivdhe” fagte, bak
»t3 nady biblijcher Offenbarung tatfichlid) von ber Schopfung jur Gejdidie gebt,
baf in der Vibel juerft Gott ald8 Schdpfer (Glohim) und dann erft des weiteren
@ott als Gott Jsracls (Jahioe) geofjendart ift. Wicberholen wir basjelbe mit den
Worten Otto Webers, ,Vibellunbe bed WUlten Teftaments*: Die BVibel beginnt
nidt mit bem Gott, der erwdhlt, jondern mit bem, der ber Sdhdpfer und darum
ber DErr ift, der erwihlen fann.* Damit ift aber aud) jugleid) bas anbere im
Gegenfafy gu dbem Gutwidlungéqedanten bes ,ThHeologijdyen Wirterbudes* von
Offenbarung und Glauden im WAlten Teftament feftaubalten: Die Offenbarung
ber Sdydpfungsiwahrheiten im Alten Teftament ift nidht eine Offenbarung in der
Gejdyichte* und damit cine Offenbarung, die ccft aus der Gefdidyte geflojien und
in ihrer Entwidlung bon der Gejdidte Ysracls abhingig ift, fondern eine Offen=
barung bor aller Gejdidte, cine Offenbarung im Parabies. Aud) nad) dem
Fall hat fich pegen fpiter der Verlehr Gottes mit den Menjden nody in unmittel=
barer Offenbarung volljogen (bgl. 1 Wof. 3, 8 fi.; 7, 16; 11, 18), fo baf fie gany
unabhiingig bon der Offenbarung in der Gejhidhte YSracls war. WUber wir tvies
berholen, daf in leinem andern Werle fo ungeheuer viel Material jujammen:
getragen ift iie in diefem Worterbud) und dah 8 darum wohl die grofte theo:
Iogifhe Publilation der Gegenwart ift, die in der ganjen theologijchen Welt
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gcbraudyt toird. Ein indijher Miffionar, der jugleid) doctor philosophiae und
doctor theologiae ift, fdyreibt: ~Das ,Theolopifhe Wrtecbudy® ift ein Hilfs:
mittel, das mid) immer ioicber mit Dant erfilfit. Wer e vidhtig ju gebrauden
berfteht, wer die Licferungen fortlanfend in fih aufnimmt und fidy hineinarbeitet,
fo baf et fich darin ,wie 3u Haufe* filhit, der befiyt in biefem Wirtterbud) eine gange
Pitcherei neuteftamentlicher Ansdlegung. Die fhlichten, fdwveren Biinbde gehbren
3u den Schigen meiner tleinen Handbiicherei. VWber aud) fie find nidht unge:
fihrbet. Wenn ihnen auch) nidt ,die Wotten und ber Noft* brohen, fo warien
dafite Sdyimmel und rweife Ameifen nur darauf, aud) an ihnen ihr Jerftdrungs:
toerl aussuridpten. Hier in dem feudyten Klima bder Weftfilfte Siidindiens fernt
man, jein Her3 nidht an Viider ju bingen, lernt man gleidygiiltig werben gegen
jede Art von Jerftirung der duferen BVudygeftalt. Da fdhrift® dbie Farbe bes
Einbandé aus, befonders bei ben englifhen Biicdjern; da [dyimmelt jebe Stelle,
o der Buchbinder Leim genommen hat. So toerben die meiften Bikdyer umans
jebnlidy und baglid). UAber ju bden toenigen WBitchern, bie jelbft bem Klima ber
Malabarltiifte widcrjtehen tinnen, die aljo nidt jdhimmeln, gehdrt unjer Wirter:
bud). Das madht dben Umgang mit ihm aund) dupeclid) jur Freudbe.”
g Flicbringer

The Final Home of the Redeemed. By Frank S. Weston, M. A, D.D.
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 64 pages, 5X73.
Price, 35 cts.

We are reviewing this booklet only because our readers want to be
kept informed also concerning the strange phenomena that appear in the
theological field. This booklet makes dizzy reading. Dr. Weston, a former
professor at the Gordon School of Theology in Boston, places the final
home of the redeemed on this earth. He does not like “the old hymn™
“With Thee we’ll reign, with Thee we’'ll rise and kingdoms gain beyond
the skies.” For “heaven is for God and the angels.” But “the earth hath
He given to the children of men,” Ps.115:16. “Mark these words. So far
as revelation shows, no other home is prepared for man.” “The earth
abideth forever. Wonderful changes are to take place. But it will still
be earth. There will be hills and valleys, mountains and rivers. The
material earth is not to cease to exist.” Yes, material. “In this place of
eternal blessedness there will be ground to walk upon, scenes of luxu-
riousness to delight the corporeal senses. . . . We shall walk forever in
a land replenished with sensible delights and those sensible glories which
will be most profusely scattered over the new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.” “When a person is fully redeemed, he will have a mate-
rial body.” And “strip heaven of all vegetable and animal life, and its
most attractive features are gone. Such a world would be no heaven.”
We get another whirl when Dr. Weston offers this argument: “In man
there continues the love for the place where he was born. It is a human
instinct. It is right that we should so feel. Home is never forgotten.
The earth is our home. Here we were born; here we die. Here we
shall spend eternity.” “Is it not a fact that the average Christian of our
day wants to stay in this world as long as he can?” Next the Scripture-
proof. The statement “Animals share with man immortal life” is proved
by Ps.36:6: “O Lord, Thou preservest man and beast” Another whirl:
“‘No more sea.’ By the disappearance of the sea the earth will become
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an enlarged habitation. The enormous space now occupled by the restless
ocean will furnish accommodation for untold millions” However, “it is
not improbable that rivers may continue.” A final whirl: “The higher
management and control of the world will be in the hands, first, of
Christ Himself and under Him in the hands of men — of men once like
the mortal sojourners they govern, but now glorified like their Lord,
and now living amid their mortal kindred as princes and kings.” (Mortal
sojourners? In the millennium the saints govern mortals. That makes
sense. But how can Dr. Weston find mortals on his new earth, where
“there shall be no more death”?) — Luther is once quoted, on page 27.
But Luther, though he did teach “transformation,” distinctly states that
“all that which belongs to the substance of these temporal things shall
cease” (VIII:1222. See also p.1187 f£. 1:80.) — Dr. Weston is not quite
consistent when he stresses the word “earth” in the Scriptural phrase
“a new heaven and a new earth.” If he insists on being literal, what will
he do with the “new heaven”? Bibliotheca Sacra is consistent and finds
a use both for the new heaven and the new earth. “Israeclites, as a nation,
have their citizenship now and their future destiny centered only in
the earth, reaching on to the New Earth which is yet to be, while Chris-
stians have their citizenship and future destiny centered only in heaven
extending on into the New Heavens that are yet to be” (1934, April,
p.147.) Ta. ENGELDER

Psychology and Pastoral Work. By Eric S. Waterhouse, M. A, D. D,
Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. 316 pages, 6X834. Price, $2.50.

“No man was made a better minister by knowing the theory of
psychology alone, but many a man has been made far more effective by
being able to bring his knowledge of psychology into relationship with
his work,” says the author on page 13. He strongly advises all pastors
to devote much of their time to the careful study of psychology. “Those
whose college days were innocent of psychology will at least have this
advantage, if now they take up this study, that this young science grows
so quickly that it soon outgrows its clothes. [!] Those who start now
will at least see psychology in modern garb, not in the raiment of twenty
or thirty years ago. The minister who wishes to study psychology would
be well advised to obtain tuition. A good correspondence course is better
than nothing.” (P.13f.) If that is impossible, he advises to begin with
a standard text-book of general psychology. Unfortunately, most text-
books on psychology and, I dare say, most correspondence courses are
more or less at loggerheads with Biblical Christianity. The book under
review is no exception. We read: “When verbal inspiration was an ac-
cepted doctrine, the close study of the sacred tongues was a necessary
sequel.” (P.12.) “We still educate our ministry as if the chief need
were to know God as the Jews and early Christians saw Him.” (P.13.)
“Increasingly I am coming to see that the sinfulness of sin lies in the
suffering and injury it causes to others. Some sex offenses stand con-
demned at once by that criterion. Others are much less serious.”
(P.254.) As an example he lists the case of a man who was living with
a woman not his wife, although both were church-members. “It was
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a story so pitiful that the minister could not bring himself to refuse to
them the membership both strongly desired to keep. I think he was
right” (P.255.) “The way of union lies, not by trying to find doctrinal
bases of union, but by common service. If the churches would act to-
gether, we should have all the advantages of union without needing to
change any one’s creed.” (P.306.)

We regret that the author takes this attitude toward Biblical Chris-
tianity and even common decency; for the pages of his book abound in
practical and helpful suggestions and offer many a sound advice with
regard to the pastor’s preparation for his work and his approach to
various classes of people he is sure to meet. From his stimulating chapter
on sermon preparation and delivery we quote only one brief paragraph
on the use of notes or manuscripts: “Lessons can be read. They are
the words of others. One’s own words are always more effective when
directly spoken. A sermon is an appeal. It is personal, meant to have
a definite result, to obtain a response of some kind from the hearers.
One can understand a man who writes a proposal of marriage and sends
it, but surely no man ever produced a manuscript from his pocket and
read his proposal! It is hardly less unfitting to read a sermon meant
to woo men and women to righteousness and God. Yet the practice is
common.” (P.218.) At the close of this paragraph he tells the pastors
who read through sheer laziness in order to save the trouble of getting
a sermon ready for delivery: “To these, my advice is short — resign the
habit or the ministry!”

The book may be used to good advantage by pastors who will supply
the proper Christian background, the lack of which is unfortunately very
apparent in almost every chapter of the book. TH. LaETScH
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