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Book Review — Liferatur

All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con-
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S, Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

A Commentary on Exodus. By Herman J. Keyser, B.D. Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 451 pages, 5%X8. Price,
$3.50.

This commentary, we are assured by the publishers, “is an aid to
bulwarking the faith of the fathers.” ... “Its purpose is to establish
the credibility and authenticity of the passages in the book long con-
sidered untrustworthy.” The author rejects the theories of radical
criticism of the now almost defunct Wellhausen school. He calls attention
to many archeological discoveries and to a number of passages in the
text which are incompatible with radical criticism. Yet he is far from
accepting the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch as we have it in
our Bible. In his opinion the Hexateuch is a composite book. “Early
contemporaneous records were collected and arranged first by the
Priest, known as the priestly strata, which, according to the present
writer, began with the official installation by Moses on Sinai” (P.15.)
Joel and other eighth-century prophets got their information and learned
their art of writing from the “school of the priests located at the
various centers both in the North and the South,” who in turn obtained
their teachings from “the records made by their predecessors. These
records included our early books — Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
and Joshua.” . .. “If Exodus did exist, minus minor glosses, before
the age of Samuel, how does it happen that the prophet historians,
J from the South and E from the North, have their works incorporated
in the book as we now have it?” The author informs us that after
the division of the kingdom “there was begun what is common to all
peoples, a partisan history of Israel taken from the original scroll of
Exodus, some of which we have incorporated in our Hexateuch, but
a good deal of which has been lost. Likewise, in the South, the prophet
historians known as J set about adapting the original scroll to partisan
purposes just like their brethren of the North whom they detested.
Somchow, the original scroll was lost, so that at some period preceding
Deuteronomy, probably after the fall of Samaria in 721 B. C., editors
known as Rje [the compiler of the J and E records] began to rewrite the
book from the materials at hand. These were J, E, and P. The impulsion
to do this must have been great. What caused it, except but for
the apparent unholiness of Isracl, we do not know. . .. The present
writer feels that Rje judiciously selected sections from P, J, and E,
properly to appease both the priestly and prophetic parties, who would
have considerable followings, as well as differentiating between J and E
to give additional evidence, witness, and what a later writer called
a ‘cloud of witnesses’” (pp.41,42).

Deuteronomy is placed “sometime earlier than 621 B. C.” p. 19.
Ezekiel chapters 40—48 came from an author “who lived during the
profuse apocalyptie era (c.175B.C.), against whom the author of Eccle-
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siastes cries out, ‘And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of
making many books there is no end’” (p. 22). He takes this position
because thereby “the much maligned priests, preexilic and postexilic,
will have been restored to the honorable position in scholarly circles
that they have always held in religious circles” (p. 22). Still, the author
speaks of divine inspiration and calls Exodus the Word of God. How
he can combine the two positions is beyond us.

The author constantly compares the Septuagint and the Samaritan
Pentateuch and gives valuable information on many archeological dis-
coveries which throw light on the geographical and historical references
in Exodus. Throughout the book the Reformed, and particularly the
Calvinistic, theology is in evidence; so, e.g., in the note on chap. 7:3-T:
“Pharaoh will be obdurate, stubborn, made so by Jehovah’s progressive
measures.” (P. 129.) On chap. 7:13 he writes: *“‘Hardened Pharaoh’s
heart’ is equivalent to ‘made him stubborn,” adamant.” The word used
here by Moses does not bear this translation. It means “was or became
hard.” The proof-reading has been rather loosely done.

THEo. LAETSCH
Sommentar gum Alten Teftament. Herausgegeben von Prof. D. Genft Sellin.
Yaud XVI, 3: ,Die Klagelicder”, iiberjelit und ertficrt von D. Dr. Wil-
helm Mubdolph. A, Deidhertide BVerlagébudhhandung, Leipaig. T4 Seiten
6143016, Preis: RM. 3.50.

Derfeloe Verfaffer, dem wir bie Uuslequng bes Budyes Nuth in dem befannten
grofien Sellinjdhen Kommentar jum Alten Teftament verbanfen, hat aud) bie
flagelieber behanbelt, und lwvad wicv im Maiheft, S. 392 f., {iber jeine Erildirung
bed Viidyleins Nuth fagten, qilt audy im allgemeinen von feiner Wrbeit iiber bie
ftlagelicder. Die Vehandblung ift diefelbe; crft folot auf jwdIf Seiten cine Ein=
leitung, bie die iiblidyen ijagogijdhen Fragen erdrtert, dann folgt cine twdrilide
fibecfefung in bejonderem Drud, philologijdhe Vemerfungen in ileinerem Drud
und fdylieflich bie NAnElequng. Jn den einleitenden Fragen behanbelt er die in
ben flagelicbern angelvandte Kunfiform des AlphabetiSmus, infolgedeffen jeber
Qers ber cingelnen Kapitel mit cinem Buchftaben bed Hebriijdhen WAlphabetd ber
Reihe nad) beginnt und darum jedes RKapitel 22 Verfe nad) der Jahl ded hebrii:
fdhen Alphabets umfafst (dad dritte Kapitel 66 Verfe, tweil immer brei Verfe mit
bemfelben BVudyftaben beginnen). Gr weift mit Recht ab, bafy dieje alphabetijhen
Alroftiha aué dem Sdjulunterridt ftammen, um das Wlphabet cinjuiiben, und
fagt: .Daf die RKlagelieder fiir den Uuterricdyt gebidytet feien, teil der Lehrer
mit feinen Sdiilern juqleidh den Stil der Leidjenllage ciniiben wollte, madyt aus
ben mit Herzblut gefdhricbencn Qiedern voll {diveren Grnfted cine blofe Stil:
itbung.” (S.8.) Dod) meint ber Werfaffer, dafy ber Sinn diefer Kunftdidytung
bis heute nodh nidht befriedigend erffict fel. WUber ift nicht die alte Auffaffung,
bafi bicfe Form bon den Didhtern (Pf. 9 und 10, 25, 84, 37, 111, 112, 119, 145,
€pr. 31, 10—31) gewihit fei, um die betreffenden Stilde alé etivas Bollftindiges
abjurunden und darum bdie Jahl des Alphabets erfdhdpft, durdhaus befricdigend?
Der Verfaffer nimmt fiir die Eniftehung der Klagelicder die ridytige fonfervative
8eit an, nimlid) bald nad) der Jerftorung Jerufalems, im Jahre 587, und jeben:
fall langere Beit vor ber Wicberherftellung ber Stadt, im Jahre 536. Gr filhrt
meiftens in quter Weife in das Verftindnis der Lieder ein, [Bft jdeinbare Wiber:
foriidye und hebt mit Necht alé ctwas MWidytiges hervor, daf drei der fiinf Kapitel

R«
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(1, 2, 5) mit cinem ebet fdhlieGen und aud) bas britte undb bierte mit einem
Doffnungsbolfen AusHIid enden. Jn begug auf den Becfaffer meint er freilid,
baji ¢& nid)t Jeremias fein Iomne, fondern ein GefinnungSgenofie bed grofen
Propheten; aber die Griinde, die cr anfiihrt und auf bie twiv jeht nidt niber
cingehen fonuen, erjdeinen nidit dDurdhfhlagend, und die alte ftberlieferung, dof
Jeremias der Verfaffer fei, die jdhon Ausdrud gefunben Hat in der uraltem,
wahrideinlich aus dem Hebriifhen ftammenden iiberfdrift ber Septuaginta, HUnd
¢5 gejhah, nadbem Jsvael gefangen und Jernfjalem vecivitftet war, fefite fidh
Jeremia weinend nicber und bichtete folgended RKlagelied iiber Jerujalem unbd
jagte®, dic aud) in neuerer Jeit von SLeil, b. Orelli und anbern bertreten twicd,
bat quten Grund. Nubdolf Hebt felbft Hervor, dafy mit Spradyvergleihung und
Spradyftatiftit, bic mandje Ausleger fit v Jeremia, andere gegen ifn ald Ber=
faffer in UAnfpruch nehmen, nur ,venig anzufangen ift” (S.8). Bei dber iiber:
feung beriidfichtigt cr immer and) dbad Metrum, und ald fiberfdriften und Jn-
baltsangabe der fiinf Kapitel hat ex folgende Stidworte: fKap. 1: ,Siehe nie i)
beradytet bin!* Rap. 2: ,Jchovah Hat’s getan”; Kap.3: ,Das8 Vorbild Jece:
miasv; $Kap. 4: ,Miemand blich berfdhont”; Kap. 5: ,Qaft uns Ilverben Ivie
frithec.r Dieje Stidywocte find gany jutrefjend aufer bei Kap. 3; dba linnen ioir
bem Verfaffer nidht beiftimmen, wenn er meint, dbap Jeremia Hier von fich felbft
rede, fonbern das ,idy” ift folleltiv 3u fafjen und geht auf die Eintoobner Jerus
jafems, tie barum aund) diefes ,id)* mit ,ic” abloecdhjelt. Vql. B. 1—24 und
48—066 und ben HioicssAbfdnitt V. 40—47. Gut wird bie theologijde Seite, dah
oir fo jagen, ber Rfagelicber betomt, daf neben dem berbienten Geridit Gotted
iiber fein Volf unb feine Stabt immer aud) die gdttliche Gnade Herborgehoben
oith, bie Goit cinem bufifertigen VWolle fdhenlen will; und diefe Bupe ift nidt
cine Leiftung, jondern cine Gabe Gottes. Bal. ftap. 5, 21; 3, 22—24. 31—33. Wir
fhiitien biejen Inrgefafiten Sommentar ald cin Werl iiber ein Ilcines, vielfad
suriidgejefites Bud) der Heiligen Sdhrift, dbas auf der Hihe ber Jeit fteht, wenn
wir aucdh) mandje nsftellungen madyen miifjen. 1ns bleibt eben immer nody ald
wertbollfter nenerer Kommentar bderjenige bon RKeil. 1nd was dbas BVud) ber
Rlagelicder unjerer Jeit ju fagen hat, ift bei andberer Glelegenheit ausgefiihet
lwordben. Vgl. CoNcorpIA TueorLocrcAL MoNTuLy, 4 (1933) 161.
Q Fiicbringer

The Holy Spirit. A Study of His Person, Ministry and Operations.

By J.C.Massee, D.D., LL.D. Fleming H.Revell, New York. 144

pages, 5¥3X734. Price, $1.25.

This monograph contains twelve chapters on the person and the
work of the Holy Spirit, covering both the Old and the New Testament.
The first five chapters broadly treat the doctrinal and the last seven the
practical aspect of the subject. The author distinguishes, and rightly so,
between the Holy Spirit’s gift of using unlearned languages and the
special gift of “tongues,” found, for example, in the Corinthian Church.
The reviewer, however, cannot agree with the writer in saying that
the “Holy Spirit is not given in answer to the prayers of men” (p. 15), for
that is clearly proved by Luke 11:13, despite the arguments to the
contrary. When it is said that on Pentecost “the kingdom of Israel,
an earthly kingdom, has given place to the kingdom of God on earth”
(p. 79), the spiritual nature of God's kingdom is ignored, and the
meaning of Pentecost is misunderstood. To describe the Baptism of
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the Holy Ghost as the “communication of God’s life and nature to
man” (p. 125) is, to say the least, ambiguous. The Pentecostal outpouring
of the Holy Spirit must not be identified with the unio mystica, nor must
that union be taken in a pantheistic sense. Other statements likewise
challenge criticism; the book demands discriminate study. Neverthe-
less, it sets forth in a helpful outline a much-neglected but very
important doctrine, and pastors who wish to place more emphasis on
this doctrine by special lectures will gain much by its perusal, especially
from its fine outlines and its practical applications. Dr. Massee is
a well-known Fundamentalist, connected as guest lecturer with the
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, and a ranking
evangelist, Bible-teacher, and author. He is certainly right when in
the Introduction he declares: “There is a distressing and hurtful
ignorance which now seeks to turn the ministry of the Spirit away from
the things of Christ to the experiences of men, real or supposed” (p. 6).
J. THEODORE MUELLER

Ethif ber Qicbe. Von Wilhelm Liitgert. Werlag . VertelBmann, Giiterslofh.
204 Seiten 616%916. Preis: Kartomiert: RM. 9; qebunden: RM. 11.

»Die driftlide Neligion ift die Neligion der Liebe.” So Hhebt died Hohelied
ber Qiebe an. Das foll nid)t bejagen, dajs die Liebe bie Hauptjade in ber dyrift-
liden Meligion ift. Denn bder jiweite Safy lantet: ,Das GEvangelium ift die BVot-
{dhaft bon ber Licbe Gottes, die in Ghrijto NEju offenbar getvorden ift.* Der
Sinn unjers Vudyes ift: Weil dbas Ehriftentum dic Meligion bes Glaubens ift,
fo toeifs nuc dic dyrijtliche Neligion ctivad von der wabhren Licbe, ber Frucdt bed
Glaubens; und im Ehriftentum fommt die Licbe an ihrem qottlidien RNedit. Und
nun ticd in meifterhafjter Weife bad Lob der dyriftlidyen Liebe gejungen. E3 wicrd
bargeleat, toorin das innere Wejen der Licbe befteht und wie fie allen Tugenben
ben vedyten (Gehalt gibt und barum alle menjdhlidhen Verhdltniffe und Tdtigs
feiten abeln und vectliren fann. Der Verfaffer (der vor Drudlequng bes Budyes
aus biefem Leben gejdhicden ift), ein Meifter auf dem Gebiet der Philofophie und
Plodologic, hat e8 verftanden, die in diejen Wiffenjchaften Hecrfdyenden Vegrifje
feinem Thema nugbar ju maden. Mandyes davon ftimmt aflcrdings nidgt. Uber
im allgemeinen lann man jegen, bafs dber, ber fid) bas ancignet, was Bier auf
Grund der Heiligen Sdrift und nad) Anleitung ded Kieinen Katdhidmus in fo
cinfadyer, cdler Spradie fiber das Wefen und Wirlen der Liebe gejagt toird, cin
beredter Prediger ber Licbe fein twird.

Wir geben einige Proden. ,Die dyriftlidhe Ethil fait fih ujamunen in basd
Qicbesgebot. (3 ift das eine Giebot, basd allc Gebote in fid) fehlicfst. Licbe ift
bie Grfitllung beé Gejehes. Sie ift der Grundiville, der alle PHlidyten erfilllt,
alled Gute umfaht. Licbe ift Da s Gute, dic cinc und cingige Tugend.” (S.1.)
«Dic Liebe beginnt mit Adtung. Darin, daj man ben Nédjten in feiner in=
dividbucllen perjontiden Gigenart gelten Lifit und ancclennt, bejicht bad BVerftind-
ni8 fiir ihn, und dicd nird al dbie crfte und grifte Wohltat empfunden, Wer
fih verftanden fiihlt, ift banibar. . . . Wenn 8 riditig ift, dbak alle Liebe auf
Gegenliebe redynet und um fie wicbt, fo verfifhrt fie nidht nad) der Jtegel Do ut
des, jondern fie judyt und jhiit aud) in der Gabe bes anbern ihn felbft. . . . Die
Qiebe ift ctivad8 anberes afd dic ,jdjenlende Qicbe’. Denn mit diefer berbindet
fih ein fiberlegenfeitdgefiihl, cin Selbfibeloufticin, burd) toeld)es der Nidfte Herab-
gefet toird ju cinem bebitrftigen Gmpfinger, der in fidy felber nidhts ift und
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bon bem (eber vollig abhingig ift. . . . QUebe mup bor allen Dingen fahig fein,
3u beobadhten, 3u Hirenm, ju {dhloeigen und au derftehen. Die fiberlegenheit peigt
fih nicdht darin, daf man fidhy felbft ausfpridt und mitteilt, fondern daf man e
veefteht, den Nidyften dagu 3u bringen, bah er fidh audfpricht und mitteilt. Dies
wird nidyt burdy irgendeine padbagogifde ober feelforgerliche Technit ecceidyt, fon=
bern alfein durd) bdas unwillfitrliche, unreflelticrte SYnterefe an ben anbern.
Wic im gangen geiftigen Leben des Menfdyen, fo ift aud) in ber Lebe die erfte,
tiefite, urfprilnglidhe Fiihialeit bie Gmpfdnglidhleit, cin At des BVernehmens. . . .
Der Grundzug der driftliden GtHit befteht barin, daf alle Tat Liebe fein foll.
Sotvenig der Menfdh um feiner felbjt wilfen da ift, jo wenig ift 8 feine Tatigleit.s
(S. 90 fi.) UAns dem Kapitel ,Demut: ,Gemeinfhaft ift nur dann mbglid,
twenn die eingelnen, die fich jur Gemeinfdhaft jujammenfchliefen, Oereit find, fidy
cinjuorbnen. . . . Die Ginjdranlung des Geltungsftrebens ift erft bann Demut,
iwenn fie auf eciner Ginjdrinfung der Selbftidiiung beruht. oS innerfte
Wejen aller Liebe ift cine Shifung des Nichften. Schon darum ift die Liebe
Demut. Denn dbie Sdiigung ded Nichften begrenzt die Selbftidhifung. Jede
Selbftiiberjdhafumg fiihet jur lUnterfdifung ber anbern, bas Heifit, su einem
Ticblofen rteil diber fie. . . . Dic Demut gehort alds Grunbdhaltung dbes Wens
fthen zum Goangelium JEfu. Sie berubt auf der Grienninis der Wertlofig-
Ieit, der Gntbehrlichleit alles menfdhlichen Wirlend vor Gott, Lulk. 17,10. . . .
Durd) bas Gvangelium von der Rechtfertigung ded Siinbers allein aus Glauben
obne bie Werle des Giefefies wird alles Niihmen audgefdhloffen. . . . Der Kampf
gegeny bie chriftliche Ethif in ber Gegenwart vidtet fich befoubers gegen die dyrift:
Tie Demut ivic gegen bas feujdhheitsgebot. Wie dbad HKenfdhbeitSgebot, fo fei
aud) bag DemutSidbeal unnatiiclid), eine Hemmung der normalen, ungebrodenen
Halfung des gejunden Menjchen. Demnut jei Schivddye. . . . Das BVelenninis bee
Demut lantet nidht: Jch bin nidhts, fondern: Jch bin alle8 durch und darum
fiir Gott.e (S. 145 fi.)

Allen Ausfiihrungen des Vucdhed fann man feeilich nicht beiftimmen. Unf
Seite 152 Beift e3: ,Darum nennt Paulusd die Gnabe MRedytfertipung. Der
begnabdigte Siinber ift geredht und darum aufredht.s Was foll das Beifen?
Seite 194: ,Aus vergebener Siindbe entjteht Licbe. Durd) fie wird aud) ber Fall
bes Menjdien cingeordnet in jeine Gridjung.” Das ift nidht forrelt geredet.
Seite 29: ,Dic Grldjung befteht in der Grivedung bes Willens jur Licbe.” Dad
ift faljdh. Aud) dies: ,Der Glande an dben unfidhtbaren Gott entfteht im Kinde
baburd), baj ¢& Grivadyjene ficht, bie Gott als Nealitdt behanbeln, bejonders im
Gebet.” (S. 193.) Th Engeldber

Swedish Contributions to Modern Theology. By Nels F. S. Ferré.
Harper & Brothers, New York. 250 pages, 6)8l%. Price, $2.50.

We are sure that this book will be warmly welcomed in many
theological circles of our couniry, since it offers a comprehensive, yet
fairly brief and intelligible view of the present-day predominant trends
in modern Swedish theology. The author, himself the son of a Swedish
pastor, is now professor-elect of theology and philosophy at the Andover
Newton Theological School. A Liberal, he nevertheless endeavors to
evaluate the positive elements in modern Swedish theology, represented
especially by the theological school of the well-known Lund University;
though it may be questioned whether a professed Modernist can duly
estimate and appreciate conservative emphases in their whole scope.
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Broadly speaking, Swedish theology, like ancient Gaul, may be divided
into three parts: a distinctly liberal wing, represented by the Uppsala
school; a distinctly conservative type, represented by the High-
churchly Rosendahl movement and the pietistic Schartau movement;
and, lastly, a mediating trend, championed by the Lundensian school,
in which among others such men as Aulén, Nygren, and Bring are
outstanding. According to Ferré “the Lundensian theology is best
understood as the resurgence of historical Christianity, as a reaction
to the indefiniteness of a confused Liberalism” (p. 23). At the same
time, while “Lundensian theology is a return from all relativisms to the
absolute assurance of religion,” it is not a return to “the Biblical
literalism of the past. In this respect the movement represents a com-
promise with traditionalism and is suspect in certain orthodox circles
as ‘radical to the point of stagnation’” (p. 29). Modern mediating
theology in Sweden may be said to go back to Luther by way of Barthian
and similar present-day German theologies. From Luther it borrows
only its necessary major premises; substantially, it is a “philosophical
theology.” “Theology is a strictly scientific discipline with a logical-
descriptive method. Its field is the object of faith which it finds in
the positive religions” (p. 46). It insists upon being recognized as a
“science in good and regular standing” (p. 47). Preeminent in this
theology is “the relation of God to man” (p.95ff.), and here the major
premise is that God is agape [Luther: “eitel Liebe”] (p. 105). It is
“His essentia to love” (p. 109). In contrast with agape stands eros,
“man’s effort to ascend” (p. 119). Without going any farther into details
on this score, we may say that we here have a Religionsphilosophie, which
loses itself in endless questions and problems and thus wastes precious
time, properly belonging to the study of Scripture and the Lutheran
Confessions, and which in the end overthrows both the sola scriptura
and the sola gratia. For those who wish to acquaint themselves with
present-day trends in Sweden, Ferré’s book will be very helpful,
though Nygren, Aulén, and others whom he quotes ought to be studied
in the originals. Most of the quotations are brief and are presented
out of their context, so that often they do not present a clear picture
of the original. Ferré's language is sufficiently clear for the average
student of theology to follow, while the subject-matter is relatively
simple, for which we thank both Ferré and the theologians whom he
quotes as his authorities. J. THEODORE MUELLER

Instructions for Non-Catholies before Marriage. Rev. Anthony L. Ost-
heimer. The Dolphin Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 232 pages, 4X5%.
Price, 60 cts.

These Instructions are intended for non-Catholics who are con-
templating marriage with Catholics and present the chief doctrines and
practices of the Roman Catholic Church from the viewpoint of the
inquiring non-Catholic. Pastors who have no text-book on Roman
Catholic doctrine may welcome this brief compend on Roman doctrine.
The booklet is of interest especially because it clearly shows Rome’s
position on mixed marriages. Canon 1064 in the New Code Canon Law
(1917) reiterates Rome's prohibition of entering into a mixed marriage
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without episcopal dispensation. Such dispensation is granted only when
the non-Catholic has given the ante-nuptial promises, viz.:
will recognize the Catholic principle of the indissolubility of
2. that he will not prevent the Catholic party from exercising
3. that all children, ofelthersex,borntothewuplalhlnbew
and brought up in the Catholic faith, even though the
should be taken away by death; 4. that marriage shall be
before a priest. (Pp. 11—15.) This fourfold promise requires not only
the signature but also the intention of living up to the promise. (Wi
understand that the Milwaukee diocese requires the promise to be
legal form.) The third promise is motivated as follows: The Catholic
Church is the only true Church and must demand that Catholic children
are raised as Catholics; and since most non-Catholics believe that all
churches are equally good, they will find it quite easy to sign this
pledge. It is evident from these Instructions not only ‘that Rome is
interested in having the non-Catholic party understand why the Catholic
spouse observes the various Roman practices, but that Rome is deter-
mined to gain the non-Catholic for the Catholic faith before marriage
is consummated. Rome understands only too well that the prenuptial
promise to “join the Church after marriage” is frequently not kept
and therefore makes every effort to gain the non-Catholic before
marriage. F. E. MAYER

Mother’s Book. Forty-two Meditations for Expectant Mothers. By
Karl Ermisch. Good Samaritan Book Store, Fargo, N. Dak.
87 pages, 6X8.

This little paper-covered volume offers material for which many
pastors have been waiting. It seems that many expectant mothers find
it difficult to attend public services. Besides, they need, in addition to
the comfort and encouragement given them by faithful pastors, the
regular consolation of the Word of God. The little meditations offered
here by Doctor Ermisch, a total of forty-two, will certainly serve the
purpose for which they are intended, for they offer food from Scripture
on the thoughts which are most likely to be found in the heart of
a Christian woman during pregnancy. If, as we hope, the first edition
is soon exhausted, we also hope that a subsequent printing will offer
a more substantial binding for the little volume. P. E. KRETZMANN
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