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~ Shltte flefam unb ~l t>iel tft frdltcfj ddjttg. !Rinme t~. 
IDie f"°1t tm 3iJnt~n biefez: Scttf~n aulgefil~t IDoz:ben i~, IDiebez: 
audllfgefunfen tn fem gottrofel, 'eibnif djel IBef en, IDie fl>citez:e 6te1Ien, 
a. a,. 5ef. 10 unb 87 unb 2 fton. 19, aetoen, ,at bal uteidj ~met au 
Oilftal 8eiten aeqtoz:t unb bal lReidj 3liba mit ftrleg ilf>eraogen, mel• 
lal& ~m bal tBez:bemen unb bez: enbltdje !Ruin unb Untergang anoe• 
lllnblgt h>itb. tBgt. 9la,. 2 unb 8 unb S~,. i, 18-115. i>ie Seit bel 
!Reuen !teftamentl luaz: ef>en bamatl nodj nidjt gefommen, bie Seit, in 
bet ble ,Oeiben tn 6djaz:en einee,en f oUten tn bte ftiz:dje bel 9leuen 
~flmnentl unb ba i~z:e T,teifumbe i!Bo,nung finben, IDie 3ef aja unb 
... IDeilfagen: .fh britb auz: tebten Seit bez: mere, ba bel ,011:rm 
Oaul ift, geluifs f ein, ,o~ez: benn alle merge unb ilf>ez: alle Oilget er,af>en 
lllttben; unb merben ane ,Oeiben baau taufen unb lriet IBotfez: ~inge~n 
unb fagen: ftommt, tafst uni auf ben merg bel OCEz:tn oe,en, aum 
Oauf e bel CBottel ~fof>I, bafl ez: uni te~z:e f eine IBege unb hriz: toanbetn 
auf felnm Eiteigen. !)enn bon .Sion IDitb bal CBefeb aulge~cn unb 
bd,Oll!tm IBoz:t bOn 3ez:ufatem•, ~ef. 2, 2. 8; 11lidja4,, 1. 2. 

Eidjon f>emetft baz:um ,Oeff etf>erg in einez: gana anfi,rudjltol oe• 
fdjtief>enen unb IUenig T,efannten !lultcgung: .. ~n i~m" (bem muclj 
~ona) .teudjtd ein ~hnmtifcljez: Stta,t bez: elUigen !nitbe unb CEtf>at• 
muno CBottel il&ct ein tBotr, bal in !tobelf dJatten f afl, ein <Si,ieget 
filr bal 1801! CBottel, bamit el etfcnnc, bah nuz: mu(se bom Sotne 
llottel ettettet . ., 1,, 

!5liel finb einige ~eitlgef djicljttidje QSebanfen aul bem !Ieinen 
lriet betfi,otteten, af>ez: in IBa,r,cit gana ~ttticljen muclje 3ona. IBit 
gebenfen, nun noclj eine furagefaflte 'ie111Tegung bd CBef>etel ~ona baz:• 
au&icten. n. ff il z: r, 1:i n g u 

Why Preach? 

Preaching, if it is to serve its divine purpose, must have a 
very definite objective. This the preacher should not only know, 
but of this he should be conscious. What is the objective? 
Jihypreach? 
~ I 

The purpose of all Christian preaching-at all times, at any 
place, before any audience·- is the salvation of sinners and the 
glory of God. The Lord says: "Go ye into all the world and preach 
the Gospel," the good news of salvation, "to every creature," 
Mark 18: 15. "Ye shall be witnesses unto Me, both in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth," ~cts 1: 8. Of his own preac:hfng Paul said: ''I deter-

17) 81Hcrt llon !l)dt'1~ in llubdfla~•CIJuc~cl ScUf~rift, I, 9, 120. 
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mined not to know anything among you ave Jesus ChrJat, ml 
Him crucified," 1 Cor. 2: 2. .. We preach not ounelva, 11 

-,. PauJ. 
''but Christ Jesus, the Lord," 2 Cor. 4:5. "We are embe--don 
for Christ, u though God did beseech you by ua; we pray you 
in Christ's stead, Be ye reconciled to God," 2 Cor. 5:20. And Iba 
God fs our Creator, our Redeemer, and our Sanctifier, all glory 
belongs to Him and should be given to Blm. ''To Him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen," Rev.1:8. 

II 
But while the salvation of the sinner and the glory of Goel is 

the final objective of all Christian preaching, that fs, of the spoken 
Word, the written Word hu the same purpose. All that the 
Christian preacher preaches he takes from the Bible, the written 
Word; he has no other source. "We speak wfsdom ••• ; yet not 
the wisdom of this world nor of the princes of this world, that come 
to naught; but we speak the wisdom of God in a mymey," 
1 Cor. 2:6, 7. "Preach the Word"-thus Paul admonishes Timothy 
and all Christian preachers, 2 Tim. 4: 2. But why should the Word 
be preached? Why does it not suffice that men have the written 
Word? The written Word works faith and sustains it, puts the 
love of Christ into the hearts of men, strengthens Christiani to 
resist sin and lead a godly life, takes them from earth to heaven. 
The Word that is preached. can do no more; it is the same Word. 
The preacher can add nothing to it, can give it no additional 
power. Why, then, did God give us "the ministry of reconcillatlon," 
"ambassadors for Christ," 2 Cor. 5: 18, 20; "apostles, prophets, evan­
gelists, pastors, teachers," Eph. 4: 11; "elders in every church," 
Acts 14: 23; "elders in every city," Titus 1: 5; "overseers to feed 
the church of God," Acts 20: 28; ''bishops apt to teach," 1 Tim. 3: 2? 

Many will not read the Word; they perhaps do not even 
have it. To these it must be preached. To such people we send 
our missionary preachers, in home and in foreign fields. 

Many who do read the Word do not understand it. That is 
no fault of the Word. It speaks a simple and clear language. Even 
though Christ spoke clearly to His disciples, saying: ''He shall 
be delivered unto the Gentiles and shall be mocked and spitefully 
entreated and spitted on, and they shall scourge Him and put 
Him to death, and the third day He shall rise again," - clearly 
spoken, - yet we read: "And they understood none of these things; 
and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things 
which were spoken," Luke 18: 32-34. Even after His resurrection 
Jesus "opened their understanding that they might understand the 
Scriptures," Luke 24: 45. The disciples had the preconceived 
wrong idea of a temporal kingdom which Christ would establish. 
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'n., uked: ''Lord, wilt thou at tbla time reatore again the Jdna­
clam unto Israel?" Ac:ta 1:6. In like manner many today come 
to tbe Bible with preconceived wrona ldeu, wblch have become 
10 &xecl In their mind that they are thereby kept from under­
eandln1 the pla1n language of Scripture. They need a Philip to 
,ay unto them: ' "Undentandest thou what thou readest?" Acts 8: 30, 
ml to live them the true underabmdlng, Such people need 
preac:hen to open the Scriptures unto them. 

But our church-members have been lmtructed 1n the Word 
(parochial achool, Sunday-school, catechwnen clus); they also 
have their Bible at home. Why preach to them? They should 
advance in Christian knowledge. They are not to remain babes, 
who must be fed on milk, but should arrive at that full age to 
which belongeth strong meat, Heb. 5: 12-14. They should not remain 
"cblldren, toaed to and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunnlng craftiness, whereby 
they lie In wait to deceive,'' Eph. 4: 14, 15, but should grow up 
to be men in understanding, "who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discem both good and evil,'' Heb. 5: 14. Much 
of this could and would be accomplished if all our Christians would 
replarly, prayerfully, and carefully read and study their Bible. 
But do they? 

Shall the preacher then be satisfied if he can say that he 
preaches the Word of God, that his sermons are orthodox, that 
he is presenting the doctrines of the Bible? If that is all, and if a 
aermon it must be, then church-members could be directed to 
read a sermon at home from one of the many sermon-books which 
we could recommend. We could also add a good commentary. 
But the JJ7'eczclaer muat do mOTe. He ahould ])Teach the Word a 
the JJCZrticular spiritual needa of hia chu7"Ch-members demand it. 
2'1aczt ia 10h11 God givea J)Tecz~hers to Christian. congngations. They 
lll"e to be 1Dlltchmen, who hear the Word at God's mouth and give 
warning unto men, Ezek. 3:17-21; they are to watch over the soula 
of men, as they that must give account, Heb.13:17; they are to 
be JJCZStor•, shepherda, who give heed to all the flock, protecting 
them against grievous wolves; they ore to be overseer•, who feed 
the church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood, 
Acts 20: 28, 29; they are by their teaching to advance their hearers 
not only in spiritual knowledge, Heb. 5: 12 to 6: 3, but in grace, 
2 Pet. 3: 18, in faith, Matt.15: 21-28; 17: 20; 6: 30, and in good toOTlca, 
Matl 5: 14-16; John 15: 8; 1 Tim. 6: 17-19; Gal. 5: 16-26; Matt. 25: 
31-48. Not only instruction but instruction for the purpose of 
edification, as this is demanded by the particular needs of the 
people, that is the real purpose of preaching to a Christian con­
gregation. By such preaching also the strangers who may be 
found In the church audience will be served. 
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612 Why Prach? 

m 
In the 14th chapter of the First Ep1stle to the Corlntblam, 

Paul speaks of preacbfng to the Chr1st1an. co:agregatlon; it. purpaa. 
he says is edification. "He that propbesleth speaketb unto mm 
to edification.," v. 3; "he that prophesleth, edifiath the church," v. C; 
"that the church may receive edih,tng," v. 5; "forasmuch u ye an 
zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifJlirt, 
of the church," v.12; "10hen 11• c:ome tor,ethff, nery one of J011 
hath a psahn, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edih,tn.r,:' v. 28. 
If any one cannot speak for the edification. of the church, "let 
him," says the apostle, "keep silence in the church," v. 28. In the 
church, the apostle says, he would rather speak five words that 
can be understood, so that the hearers will be edified, than ten 
thousand words in an unknown tongue, wblch are not undentood 
and therefore edify no one, v. 19. 

In his Letter to the Ephesians, chapter 4, the apostle writes: 
"He," the ascended Lord, "gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teac:hen; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edif11ing of the body of Christ," vv.11, 12. Of his and the other 
apostles' authority as preachers Paul says: "which the Lord hath 
given me to edification., 2 Cor. 13: 10. When the persecution ID 
the days of Paul had somewhat subsided, we read: ''Then had all 
the churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria 
and were edified," Acts 9: 31. That the blessings of the kingdom of 
God are given for the edification of its members we learn also from 
Rom, 14: "For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that ID 
these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God and approved of 
men. Let us therefore, follow after the thlnp which make for 
peace and things wherewith one may edih, another," vv. 17-19. 

Wherever in the texts just quoted the word "edi&cation" or 
"edify" occurs, the Greek either has the noun, olxo&oJ&~, the act of 
building, building up, or, in New Testament metaphorical usage, 
"the act of one who promotes another's growth in Christian wisdom, 
piety, holiness, happiness" (Thayer); or it bas the verb olxo&opia,, 
to build (up from the foundation), ''to promote growth in Christian 
wisdom, affection, grace, virtue, holiness, blessedness" (Thayer). 
The word used in the English translation is of I.tin origin, aedi/i­
ca.T"e, having the same meaning as the Greek word, to build. 

In the Christian congregation the foundation. bas been laid­
Jesus Christ, 1 Cor.3:11; ''the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets" (not their person but their doctrine), "Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief Corner-stone," Eph. 2: 20. The members 
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of the congregation are Christians, having the right and only 
foundation for their faith and hope: the Satricw as He comes to 
tbem In Word and Sacrament. Upon th1a foundation they are to 
be hilt up; cmd preaching u to aerue thu puTJ>08e. For thls 
purpose the Christian preacher ls to be a watchman, Ezek.3:1'1; 
• shepherd, Jer. 23:4; an overseer, Acts 20:28; a nune, 1 Thess. 
2: 7; a minister, 1 Tim. 4: 6. Of coune, he ls to be all this in his 
entire relation to his congregation, but also in the pulpit he ls to 
be preeminently a Seelaorr,e1', ministering as such to all his people 
Sunday after Sunday and as often as he preaches. Preaching 
lhould supply the particular spiritual needs of the congregation, 
of a people who are Christians indeed ,but who still have the sinful 
flesh and live in a world in which they are surrounded by sinful 
people and exposed to the powers of darlmess. 

Preaching, therefore, of which no more can be said than that 
it is orthodox or Scriptural, but which does not supply the PCl1'­
ticul41" spiritual needs of the Chriatilln cong1"eg11ticm does not serve 
the real purpose of preaching. A preacher of such sermons is not 
that Seelsorr,ff in the pulpit which he ought to be. To fill in a 
half hour, more or less, in the pulpit merely with an orthodox 
sermon does not in itself serve the real purpose of preaching. The 
panicula1' spiritual needs of the people entnuted to the ca1"e of 
a paat01" must be supplied. The Christian hearers should be 
edified, built up spiritually. The spiritual life of the Christian 
congregation should be deepened and enlarged, spiritually ad­
vanced. The Christians should by the Word of God be fortified 
against the false doctrines and the sins of their time. They should 
be encouraged to lead a Christian life. They should be comforted 
in their trials and tribulations. To this end the preacher should 
''preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine," 2 Tim. 4: 2. 
F.dificatlon, with all that it implies - that is the concise Scriptural 
answer to the question, Why preach? 

If the objective of preaching to a Christian congregation is to 
be reached, the preacher's heart must be filled with love to his 
Savior and to those souls for whom the Savior died, some of 
whom He has entrusted to the preacher's pastoral care, and for 
whom he must give account; the preacher must study the spiritual 
needs of his people; and he must give sufliclent time to the careful 
preparation of his sermons. 

Blessed is the preacher who in reference to the pastoral care 
of the flock which God has entrusted to him can say with Paul: 
''I kept back nothing that was pro&table unto you, but have 
showed you and have taught you, publicly and from house to 
house, testifying both to the Jews and also to the Greeks repentance 

33 
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514 Fallow Fields-the Church'■ Youth 

toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Chrl■t. ••. Where­
fore I take you to record this day that I am pure from the blood 
of all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God. . . • Therefore watch, and remember that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to wam every one night and 
day with tears. And now, brethren, I commend you to God and 
to the Word of His grace, which is able to buUd vou up and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are sancti&ed,-
Acts 20: 20, 21, 26, 27, 31, 32. J omr H. C. Fanz 

Fallow Fields - the Church's Youth 

The caption of this article is taken from a chapter in the very 
interesting and valuable book by Henry W. McLaughlin, entitled 
Religious Education in the Rural Church. The expression was used 
to designate and describe the condition of untold thousands of chil­
dren, chiefly in the mountainous districts of the Southern Appa­
lachians, who were growing up without a knowledge of God and of 
the Savior, until the Director of Country Church Work of the Pres­
byterian Church in the United States learned of their plight and 
organized a movement to bring them at least the fundamentals of 
religious education. The book shows that the remedy proposed was 
still very inadequate, chiefly because more emphasis seems to have 
been placed upon the amelioration of social conditions than on that 
of the children's personal relation to their Savior on the basis of 
His redeeming blood. 

And yet this book, and others like it, is very stimulating; for 
many of the problems broached by the author may be transferred, 
without essential changes, to the field of work among the confirmed 
youth of our Church. One might begin with a series of true-false 
statements, such as: · 

A fallow field on a farm is one which is intensely cultivated. 
The Church has taken care of all the fallow fields in every 

part of its area. 
Our Church has given public sanction to more intensive work 

among its young people. 
The young people of our Church are overorganized. 
The Church is providing adequately for all the needs of its 

young people. 
All our congregations have established, and are maintaining, 

adequate contacts with all their young people. 
The talents of our young people are being develoe~ in such 

a manner as to make them efficient workers in the kingdom of 
our Lord. 

It would be an interesting experience to have these ·statements 
discussed in pastoral conferences and to get the reaction of pastors 
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