
Concordia Theological Monthly Concordia Theological Monthly 

Volume 11 Article 11 

2-1-1940 

Die Disputationen Luthers Die Disputationen Luthers 

P. E. Kretzmann 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm 

 Part of the History of Christianity Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Kretzmann, P. E. (1940) "Die Disputationen Luthers," Concordia Theological Monthly: Vol. 11 , Article 11. 
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol11/iss1/11 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from 
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor 
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol11
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol11/iss1/11
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1182?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol11/iss1/11?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


t>lc t>t111utatloncn 911ttcd 107 

would not have contaminated the whole doctrine of Christ with 
hla profane philosophy?" 

That led Erasmus to study the Angelic Doctor and to agree 
with Colet. 

At the same time the serious Colet urged him, once for all, 
to come out boldly and do his part 1n the great work of restoring 
that old and true theology of Christ, so long obscured by the 
subtle webs of the schoolmen, 1n its pristine brightness and dignity. 
Why not take Genesis or Isaiah and expound it, as Colet had 
done the epistles of St. Paul? 

"Whenever I feel that I have the needed firmness and strength, 
I will join you." 

Colet might well doubtfully ask him, "When will that be?" 
What Erasmus would not do some one else would do. Colet 

likely resided at Magdalen College at Oxford, and there a young 
man was poring over the Scriptures - William Tyndale. 

The Humanists had a veritable craze to translate their names 
into Latin and Greek. 

John Krachenberger wrote Reuchlin: ''You will recollect the 
request I made to you to invent me a Greek name which would 
have a more respectable look at the end of my Latin epistles than 
my own, that has the look of barbarism; if you have not yet done 
it, I beg leave in this place to repeat my request." 

And they had a craze for hyperbolic classic compliments. 
Erasmus called Colet a Plato. The palm of victory must be awarded 
to Trithemius, who wrote of Dalberg: "Among philosophers he is 
a Plato, - among musicians, a Timotheus, - among astronomers, 
a Tirmicus, - among mathematicians, an Archimedes, - among 
poets, a Vergil, - among geographers, a Strabo, - among priests, 
an Augustine, - and among the cultivators of piety a Numa 
Pompilius." 

Holbein fipely hit off two Humanists as asses braying compli­
ments at one another. 

Milwaukee, Wis. (To be continued) W. DALLIIA!ffl' 

einc fttitif, bic f d1on bel o~ern an i!utljcr ocilfJt luorben ift, finbet 
an iljm cine grofie 6dj1Dad11jeit in bet !i:atf adjc, bnfi ct fcin @SlJftemati!er 
IDat, bafs er fid1 a. tB. au ftad auf .Bneiand1tljonl Loci gcftilvt ljat unb 
bafs bie fform bet WuglfJurgifdjen Stonfeffion unb bie oanac !l1>0Iogie 
nid1t fein !Bed !Daren, fonbem bafs biel !Bcrbienft aud1 bem !neian" 
d1tljon a11ocf1>roli1en luerben mufs. 

!lfJcr bief e fttitif ift nid1t gana autreffcnb. ~enn cinmal finben 
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108 1)ic 1>Ui,atatl1nen Satlerl 

mt in bielen 6'tfften i!ut,etl eine f1Jftematif c1je Sufammenftelmll 
ban 6djtifttuciijt~ten, hJic fie J;eff et unb ffatet nidjt o~ au finbm fblb, 
a. 8. in fetnem .IBefenntnil bom fflJenbma,1 ~tifti" bom ~,u USIS. 
~n feinct ~ili,ofitton obct Wnlage biefct 6djrlft fngt i!ut~t: .i>ui 
Stncfc hJilI idj bot midj nc,mcn in bief cm t8ildjicin. ~rftlidj bie Unfetn 
hJamen mit 'lnaeigung, loic gnt nidjt bief ct eidjloonncrgeift [8hrineft] 
auf mcinc @tilnbc ecantloottct ijat;c. 8nm anbetn bic CSi,rll• '411• 
beln, f o bon bcm ijcifigcn CSnframcnt Icijrcn. gum britten t;efennen 
alic WttilcT mcincl GJTaut;cnl loibct bicf c unb allc anbctc neue step, 
bnmit fie nidjt bcrmaicinft obct nndj mcincm 5tobc i:iiljmcn modjten, bcr 
.2ut,ct ljiittc d i mit i,ncn gcijaTtcn, 1uic fie f djon in ctlidjen 6tiidm 
gctan ijn(Jen." (!Bb. XX, 894 ff.) mnu bie lieiben .ff'ntedjilmen 1!ut~ 
Wr(Jeitcn nuf bcm GJwiet bet 61Jftcmntif 1unren, luirb luoijI !einer rie, 
ftrciten. i)al jcUJc nt;ct gilt, rcdjt bctjtnnben, nudj bon f cincn 1.Sc1jtiften 
.mie 8eijn Glcbotc Q.lottci, mit cinct furaen 'luarcgung iijrcr <!t(iiUuna 
unb ftbcrtrctuno" (1518), ,, 'lni (cguno unb S)cuhmo bci ~maen 
IBntcnmfcrr (11518), ,,illon bet t}tci,cit cinc6 (tfjriftcnmenfc1jrn• 
(1520), .. IBon .lJJlenfcljcnTeijtc au mciben" (1522), De Sen,o AT"bitrio 
(1525) unb bon bicTen nnbetn. 

,Oicrau fommt abet nodj cine 1oeiterc 5tatfndje, nuf bic bcf onbtrl 
auc1j bet berftort;enc D. ljrnna ,ici,et bel of tern nufmedf nm ocm~ 
ijnt. ~t i,f(cgtc au fngcn: ,,!Benn mni, i!utljct nTI 6tJftemnti!er 
fenncnlcrncn hJill, bnnn mu{J mnn bic S>il putntioncn fh1bicre11, rie, 
fonberl bicienigen, filr bie er feIDct bic gnn3e ~ ejenrcifje geriefcd ~t. 
at;et audj bieicnigen, bic bon iiTtercn, ctfnljccnen CStubcntcn unttt 
feinct i!eituno nulgcnd,citct luorben finb." S)nmit nnfjm ct !Beaua 
nidjt nnt auf bie t;etanntcn 95 i:ljcfen bom ~ nljre 1617 obct nuf bie 
,Ocibelt;ergct :qcfcn bom ~ljre 1518, fonbctn clien nuf foTdjc, bie in 
bet llnibctjitiit au !Bittcnt;crg borgetrngcn unb bcrtcibigt 1uurbcn im 
Wnfdj(ufs an bic iiblidjcn IBotTcfungcn unb S)i6putieriiliungcn. <!int 
ganac WnaaljI f oTdjct S>ii putationen obet 5tljef enreiljen finbet fidj in 
!Banb IX bet 6t.1!ouifct i!utijcrauignlie. 11£11 bet ~nnb bicjet S>il i,u, 
tationcn fonncn hJit amn 5tci( nudj S!utljcri tljeoTogif djcn !Bctbcgana 
bctfoTgcn. 

m1 ift Icidjt au bctftcljen, bah 1?utljcrl S>ii putntionen bom !Befen 
bel ndjtfedigcnbcn <BTaubenl in bief en nfabemijdjen ft(Junocn eine 
ijetbotragenbc !Rolle fpielcn. ,Oatte ct fidj bodj, loic f cinc 9lomerbtief, 
batTcfungen (bom 27. O!tot;et 11516 Tiil aum 10 • .!lniira 11517) acieen, 
et;en bon bem ~nflufs bet tomifdjen gratla lnfusa Tol aemadjt; toel• 
hJegen et benn audj betjudjte, immet tiefet in bal @eljeimnil bon bet 
SRittdiung bet <Bnabe <Buttel in fiijtifto %lmfu cinaubtingen. ~n bet 
aften ijintetlaffcnen i>ilputaHon i!ut~erl aul bicfct fftilij3eit feinet 
*ologif djen fReife ~t;en mt 5tljef en, bie bom QJcf cb unb bon bet 
IRedjtfertiguna ~ertm. (XIX, 1'16 f.) Offcnt;at ~tte S!ut~t 
bamaII nodj nidjt in feinet gansen 6djcitfe bcn ltnletf djieb abJifdjm 
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1>1c l>lli,atatloncn 2uttcrl 109 

ba: IBebeutung bon ,,ISefq• im attte,cnnentiidjen Sinn unb in bet 
ebcmQdifdjen IBebeutuno etfeltt, h:lenn et namlidj aulfil,tt: ,,i>enn 
hJal nadj bem CIScf ev bet !Bede unmoglidj men, ift butdj bal QJefq 
bd CISlaufJenl mogiidj getuotben. fflf o ift bal ~odj bel Ol!tm f anft 
unb f cine 1!aft lcidjt." e1 ift aUctbingl nidjt lcidjt, bcn ~n,ait bet 
(JU,fif djcn 18ilbcrfi,radjc lfnt bar311legcn, unb bic ftiitac bet ~cf en 
madjt el um fo fdjlvctct, bcn llntcqdjicb fdjatf au fi1;icrcn. ~cbenfalII 
ubd abet bet ,ecilanb .!Dlattij. 11, 29. 80 bon bcm ~odj nidjt all bet 
GJfaulicnltiitiglcit, bcm ergtcifen bet GJnabc fcUJct, fonbetn bon bet 
!latig!cit beG QJfoufJcnl, !raft bcrcn bet II§tift .ftreua unb ~tiilif arc im 
<t~riftcnlictnf getn unb lvinig ttiigt. Cfbcnf o nn!fot ift ijict nodj cine 
anbcrc strjcf c 1!ntijerl , luenn er niimlidj f d)reibt: .. !Bit lverbcn audj 
grrcdjt nidjt anbcrl a'Ii baburdj, ban bal ftitl'lt, lval unjct iit, unb 
burdj bnl ftrc113." C5t ijnt an anbcrn O den gennuct gcrebct, tuenn ct 
niimlid) bic QJcrcd)tfprccljnng QJottcB all cincn rein objdtibcn Wrt bat• 
ftcnt, bcr im Wugcnblicf bet ergrcifung f citcnl bc.5 .!Dlenfcljcn f cine 
fulijdtibc !!Birtung gc'Ctenb mnd)t, f o bnu rlicn baburclj ber .!Dlcnfdj bcm 
aliftirl'Jt, tual in iijm bon !llntnt ift. !Benn 1!nt~ct fctnct mit bcm 
!Bod ,,ffreu,r bic ol'Jje!tibc (icifl tatjadjc bcaeidjncn lvilI, i o i,aut jcin 
Wul brucf fcin in bic stljef c. !Bonte er abcr bnmit bcf agen, bnu bnB 
ftrc1ia, bnB bet ~CStt ben 6cincn nuf(cgt, bic ol'ljc!tibc 9lcdjtfertigung 
brrmittclc, f o ift bal nodj nidjt r o gcnnu gcrcbet 1uic in f chtet !leul• 
legung bcB @nlalcrbticfl . 5lcnn bnB streua an fidj ijnt nic bie ftraft 
cincB GJnnbenmiflcT6, f onbern ift cin bcgTcitcnbet lhnjtnnb im @tau• 
bcnlllcbcn bet (tfjtiftcn. fflarct finb bic iibtigcn ~cf en biefct 9lei~e, 
luo niimTidj 1!nlfjct fdjrcibt: .. !Beil tuit burdj bcn QJ(aubcn gcrccljt 
lucrbcn, f o folgt, bnu audj bic 6nframcntc nidjt nnbcrl all burdj ben 
GJfaul'lcn nn II§riftum tuidjam f cin tonncn. e a ift bicfcr QJfaubc not• 
tucnbig, bamit baB, IVaB in bcm Enfrnmcntc gcf cljic~t. bicf c !Bi dung 
[bet 9lccljtfcrtigung] ~al'lc." 5lamit luill 1!utijct f eUJftbctftiinbiidj nidjt 
fagcn. bafJ bet QJfau(Jc bic 9lcdjtfcttigung anf f citcn QJotteB l'letuidc 
obct in .Ura ft frbc, f onbcrn bafJ bic in bcn Ea!ramcntcn burdj bal 
!Bort Iicgcnbc ftraft bicf c in bet angctvnnbtcn 9tecljtfcttigung nidjt 
aul iibcn fann, o~nc bafJ bet QJfnnbc bic in bcn 6n!ramcnten angel'lotcnc 
GJnabe angrcift. 

<!inc a1vcitc S)ili,utation iil'lct bic ffragc ,.!Db bic 2Bcde aut 
!Jlcdjtfcrtigung bicncni" iit auB bcm ~aijrc 1520. mlan muu bcadjtcn, 
bafJ 1!utijct in r cincn 6ci~en bcn WuBbtnc! ,.cingcgoff enct GJ(aubc" 
bon bcm redjtfcrtigcnbcn QJfaufJcn gcflrnucljt, IVii~rcnb ct bcn WuB• 
bruc! ,.erfangtct QJfaufJc" bon bem f,fo{Jcn ffonfcnful beqtanb, IVie bal 
fcine ilil i,utation ffcn: acigt (XIX, 1420-1487). et fteJ[t in feinen 
~efen bie fofgenben 6iibc neflcncinanbet: ,.!Bo bet QJ(aube nidjt o~ne 
allc, audj bic aUergeringften, !Bede ift, f o madjt ct nidjt geredjt, fa er 
ift gen: !ein GJlaufJe", unb: ,. CEI ift unmogiidj, bafs bet CISlaube o,ne 
w,anbige, biefc unb grofse !Bede f ei." ~n bicf en ~er en, bie fidj faft 
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110 !l>lc !S>llputatlontn 2ut~trl 

pambo& gcgenil'flcraufte~n f cljeinen. ljnt 1!utljet in fcinftct IBdfe bat 
!Bef en bcl QJTau'flcnl all !JlittcT bet Q:rgreifung bet Ulecljtfertigung unb 
all Rktiitigung bcl gctccljtfertigten <5iinberB nefJeneinanbetge!ldll 
tBeibe eave finb burdjaul fcljtiftgemii{J. jn. fie finb emf bem llrunbe 
cincl einaigcn i,auTinifcljen >13tiefel nufgef>aut, @nT. 2, 16 fJil ftap. Ii, 8b. 
mer ffaufalneiul alVif cljen bet 5tiitigfeit bel @TaufJenl in bet 9l~• 
fertiguno (bcl QITaufJenl. bet bon @oft burdj bnl Q:bnngelhmt gelDirlt 
1uitb) unb feinet 5tiitigfeit in bem gTiiul'>ioen ~ljtiften (bet o cf d) a f • 
fen ift in (tljtifto ~Q:f u au gutcn Detfen) 1uitb bon 1!utljei: in bet 
levten 5!:ljefe biefet 9leilje f o nngcgeT,en: "Q:I fommt nidjt bet <tlaufJe 
ober bie G.lercdjtigfcit nul bcn !Bcdcn, fonbcrn bie !Bede aul ban 
QJTanTlcn unb aul bcr GJctcdjtigfcit. H 

OTlct bcn 6pruclj 9liim. 8, 28 ljnt 1!ntljet im nljte 15311 filnf 
milputationen nulgcarTlcitct. cine 6erie. bon bet bie ~ernulgeTlct bet 
<St.1!ouif ct !!nlgafJc f cljreil'>en: " n nndjfolgenben fiinf Slil putationen 
ljnt D. !Jlnrtin i!utljct arre ein0clnen !Bode bcl pnuTinifdjen ~ulfpru"' 
9liim. 3: 160 ljnTten luit cl nun, bnb bet .SJlenfdj getcdjt 11Jctbc oljnc 
bcl GJefeVcl !Bed, allein burdj bcn @fnuflcn' nnfl f orgfiirtigfte ct11Jogen 
unb beffcn eigcntlidjen Sllcrftnnb nndj bcm 6i1111c ~nnTi mit nllet ltreue 
oeacigt." i!utljer fevt fidj in bicfcn stljcf cn b11rdj1uco mit bcn eopljiflen 
f einct Seit anl einnnbct unb lucift iljncn in nnbctTIIiimler <5ptadjc iljre 
Slletbtcljnnocn bet 6djtift nndj. \lfflct: i cine pofitibcn \l(nl fiiljrungen 
finb !oftlidj. Q:t rebct bon bcm 1unljrcn, bcm rcdjlfcdigcnbcn GJtauben 
all ciner GJnfle bel 4jciligen GJcijlcB unb bcrluitf t ben cdangltn 
QJTnuTlcn, bcn fJTo{Jcn StonfcnfuB, nla giin3Tidj 1111311lii11gTidj filr bic 
Q:rTnngung bet 9lcdjtfedigung. "S>ct lunljrc @Tnuflc crgrcift mil ,ml • 
geTlteitdcn Wrmen freubig bcn <5oljn GJottcl, bet fiit iljn bnljingcgrlltn 
ift. unb fptidjt: S)nl ift mcin GJcTicTllet, unb idj Tlin f ein. . . . !lfo 
madjt bnl ,fiit midj' obet ,fiit uni', lucnn mnn cl gTnu6t, bcn 1ualjrcn 
QJTaufJen aul unb untctfdjcibct bief en bon jcbcm nnbctn @Tnuflen, bet 
nur bie ~iftoricn ljiid. . . . 91ndjbcm luit: n6ct in i oldjct !Beife aul 
GJnnben gcrcdjt luorbcn finb. bann tun luir mJcdc, jn (!ljtiflul i cTfJjt tut 
allcl in uni. • . . S>ie Dlccljtfcrtigung ijt 1unljrlj11f tio cine !Bicberge&urt 
au bet Q:rneucrung. . • . <So ijt nudj ~ljtijtnl bon \!Itt6coinn bet !!Belt 
erllJiirgt fiit bie <5iinben ber gnnacn mJcTt, cljc nodj cine gcremonic 
ba luat. . • . Q:I ift ein llJnnbcrflnrcB Dliitjcl, bah @ott bic GJercdjlig, 
!cit flcloljnt, lucTdje er f eTl'>jt fiir llngercdjtigfcit unb !BoBTjcit nnfieljt . . • • 
ilarum ift cin jcgTidjcr. bee gercdjtfcctigt luicb, nodj cin <5iinbec, unb 
bocfj llJitb ct gleidjf am al~ ein biiaig unb boUfommcn @c.rcdjtcr an• 
gef cljen butclj bie fllcraciljung unb SBarmljeraigfcit @ottc6. • • • !IBcdc 
bet QJnabc finb, bic aul bcm GJlauflcn gcf djc'(jen, inbcm bet ~eiiige 
<Beift ben !Billen bel !Rcnf djen antrciflt unb luicbergcT,icd." 

llul bem ~aljre 1648 ljaflcn ll>ic cine Slil putation 1!utljetl bom 
<Btauflcn "IUibct ben eatnn unb feine <!tJnngoge". bie fidj Tlcfonbcrl 
tidjtct gcgen bie !atljolif djen ~ljcologen, bic bamaTI f cljt tiitig llJQren. 

I 

I 

I 
I 
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(XIX, U.79-U.715.) 2utljct ddjtd feinc t[ngrlffc ljict tuicbct gcgcn 
ben ungcJalietcn CilinufJcn, bal ljcifst, bcn cingegoff cnen obct ljirtarif djcn 
fl(auben. t!1: ncnnt bicrcn (g(au'fJcn cin QJebidjt unb cincn onna nidj• 
tigcn Wf,gott bel ~eracnl bctjcnigcn, bic nidjt tuiff cn, tDal fie rebcn 
ober tuobon rte cttDnl &cljaui,tcn. ,,IH trt unmoglidj, bafs bic lJcrljcifsung 
Clottcl angcnonnnen obcr gcginu'fJt tuerbcn tonne mit cincm ungcftnitctcn 
GJinuflcn ... ; bet nngcftnitctc @lnuf>e irt cin @cbnn!c obct Cfinf>itbung 
bcl .!lnenfdjen, bnl trt, fcin GJinuf>c. H S,mm filljd er fcincrrcttl nul: 
,,!Bon gottlidjen mingcn nmf3 mnn mit bcn ocrunbcn, ljcirigcn, niidj• 
terncn !Borten bei ~eirigcn QJcirtcl reben, bic in bet <Sdjrif t gcleljrt 
tucrbcn. . . . mer lunljte @Inuf>c ift cttDnl !BirUidjcl i111 ~eraen, bnl 
ljeifst, er ift ein fcftcB unb getuiff cB Sllcdrnuen nuf @olt, bet mnrm• 
ljcraigfcit unb Jbilfc auocf not ljnt. H 

~ 111 ;.)Rljrc 1548 ljiert S!ntljct tuieber cine tljcologif djc mi1i,utntion 
fiber bic !Bode ,,mnu tuir nIIcin burdj bcn @Inuf>en gcrcdjt tucrbcn" 
(XIX, 1474--1477), in bcr er luicbct ,,bcn ungcjtnllcten QJinu'&cn, 
fotuoljI ben crlnngtcn nli bcn cinocooficncnH, tJcrluirft, fidj nf>er fle• 
f onbcrl rem: nui btiicft iifler bnl eigcntTidjc !Bcf en bcl redjtfertigcnbcn 
@CnufJenl . ~ 111 Wnfdjluu an bie tJctfdjiebcucn cinfdjliigigen <SdjriftjtcTien 
fiiljrt S!utljer nnl : ,,ma& bcr <Soljn mntJib3 anr !Jlcdjtcn @ottcB fivt, 
ljei{Jt, bnf3 bet <Soljn QJottcB bon bcn ~ oten nufcrftnnben f ci. <Seine 
Wnferfteljuno bon bcn ~ oten ift f iii: 11116 bic !Jledjtfcrtignng nUein bnrdj 
bcn QJfoufJcn. mRu luh: nlfein burdj bcn QJlnuf>en gcredjt lucrben, 
ljciut, bnu nllc QJercdjtigfeit bci G.Scf ct,c.6 unb bcr .!11lcnfdjen ucrbnm111t 
tucrbc. . . . mer 1unljrc @Innllc,, bic ~offmmo unb bic .i!iwc finb 
IcfJcnbigmndjcnbc unb !raf tigc, nidjt nf>cr untiitigc QJnflcn @ottcl ." 
~nl !Sort, bnl mit untiitig ii6ctjc\,t tuorbcn ift, ljcif3t cigcntlidj 
stertentia obcr f djnnrdjenbc, beam S!utljcr Iief>t gernbc bicf cB !Bod, 
bnl f o cntjdjicbcn bic WC,ncigung gcgcn nffc ~iitigfcit nu.6brilcft. ,,S)odj 
mu{J mnn bic l3urcdjmmg bet QJcrcdjtigfcit nIIcin bc111 QJinuf>cn f>ci• 
(cgcn." n ben EdjCu{Jfiivcn gcljt S!utljer cin nuf bic <Sttafc bet 
!Oeradjtcr bet gottiidjcn QJnnbc. ,,O&gfcidj cl biclc gi&t, bic toiff cntiidj 
bic cdnnntc gottridjc !Bnljrljcit uerndjtcn unb f>diimi,fcn, jn jcl6ft bic 
tBctocgungcn bcl (;ciligcn QJcijtcll bon fidj ftoucn. ffilr f oldjc ift !cine 
@nnbc ober entjdjulbigung ii&rig, lucif bic 9'latur tJon fidj f cTfJft nidjtl 
@utca bcr111no." 

einc Ict,tc tljcoiogifdjc 5'il i,utntion l!utljcrB auf bicf cm QJcflictc 
&cljnnbclt bcn llntcrf djicb a1uif djen bem rcdjtfcrtigcnbcn unb bcm !Bun• 
bcrgiauf>cn, bom ~aljrc 1548. (XIX, 1478-1481.) er rcfcricrt ljicr 
&cf onbcrl im ¥tnfdjlu{J an 1 .\lot. 18. .i!utljcr ftcUt bic 'fJcibcn 4artcn 
bon @Iau'fJcn in bier ~ljcfcn nc'fJencinnnber: ,,mer @Inu'fJc an <tljtiftum 
&tingt bic SlJergelJung unb ~otung bet <Siinbcn mit fidj burdj bcn ,t;ci• 
Iigen @eift. • . • marum ift bet QJlnulJc an (tljtiftum oljne bic .i!iclJc, 
tucnn bic nidjt f oigt, burdjaul fein @TaulJc, olJgleidj bet GS et rt obcr 
bcffcn GSa'fJen gef djcn!t tucrbcn unb gcgcntuartig fcin fonncn oljnc ben 
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(ltaufJen an qti[tum unb bic i!ic(Jc. • i>icl ift cin f ~imgci ._ 
unb muf5 hxlljrf djeinlidj f o bc't[tanbcn IDctben, baf5 QJott tuoljI im(lmlk 
i,, nuf5crorbentlidjc (Ba(Jcn unb IBunbctfraftc aU1311teilcn, fel(Jft IDm1l 
cin !Jlenfdj fcin ~ti, ift, IDeltDcgcn bcnn nudj cin f oidjct flicmk 
fcincn IBcrt ljat in bet 91cdjtfcttiguno bel 6UnbctB bot QJott. .fllci4• 
tuic bet GJiau(Je nidjt oljnc bic 1Ucfle fcin fann, fo !111111 bet QJiau(Jc, bet 
cine ffrudjt bet 1!icflc ift, oljnc bic i!ict,e nidjt f cin." in it anbern IBodm. 
mit bcm tcdjtfertigenben QJinufJcn fnnn unb foII audj bet ,.!Bunber• 
ginulJc• fidj in bet 1!icl'Jc nll cincr ffnuf1t bel tcd}tfertigcnbcn Q:IIauknl 
IJetucif en. ~ bicl bic !Dlcinuno 1!utljctl ift, f djcint aul cinigen bet 
foigcnbcn 6iibc ljerbogugcljcn: .,9lad}bcm bic ,crfon gercdjtferligt 
tuorbcn ift, f o ift er [bcr GJiaut,e] tiitio bnrdj bie 1!ie&e ocgen anbm, 
bao ift, ocorn <Bott 1mb bcn 9liidjften. mic m!unbcr, 1uefdje bet CltaufJe 
tut, bet butd} bic 1!ie&c tatio ift, finb (ht ber ~t) nidjt getinger all 
IBcroe berfebcn unb bergicidjcn. • • . Slcr @raur,c an C!ljrlftum ift ehle 
GJa(Je, bic eincm jeglidjen flit fcinc ,crf on bicnt unb bnbutdj et Irit, 
91om.1, 17." 

1!ut1jcr ljat a(Jct nudj nnbcrc luidjtigc Stljematn auf bem Gldrid 
bet ~coioeic t,eljanbeit. 60 ljnt er untcr nnbcrm cinige eabe iUlrt 
ben Icbtcn IBetB ban 1 ffor. 18, in benen er bic !!Bibcrf ndjct aurrdjtfrbt 
&cttcffl bet f8cbcutuno bcB !!Bartel GSinut,cn. ~r flcljnuptct nomtidj, 
unb alDnt mit lllcdjt, bnu lJfauiul bnl !Dort @Inuf,cn ljier filr cine 
gciftiidjc QJalJc nimmt. (XIX, 1468.) ~ n ciucr S>il putation bODI 
gtofscn ffllcnbmaljl bom ~nljrc 1537 (XIX, 1466 f.) bertualjrt ftdj 
1!ut1jet gcgcn strugf djiilff e, bic bic @cgnet inl t,:cib f iiljrtcn, inbcm er 
folocnbc eiobc aufftcUt: ,.()6jdjon cin GScfnbcncr mit !Jlcdjt bctbamad 
IDitb, IDcil ct bal fficib bet 1Hct,c nidjt ljnt, f o 1uirb bodj berjenigr, 
bcr cl ljat, nidjt burdj balfcmc obcr um bdJf clfJcn auirrcn oetcdjtfcdigt. 
ilie 1!ie1Jc ift bic fftudjt ber GJcrcdjtigfcit, nidjt bic GSercdjtigfcit femft, 
IDofern bu nidjt ban bet angcfnngcnen rcbcf t, luddjc, luiclDoljI fie nodj 
untcin unb unbolifommcn ift, bcnnodj @ott undj fcinct beraei~nbm 
C!r6atmuno nngcncljm ijt. Slcr GJinut,c, 1ucfdjct mtfJ mit bcr <Beredj• 
tigfcit (!ljtifti (Jcffcibct, ijt 1001jr1jnf tio bal ljodjacitiidjc .ftlcib unb 1, 
tatio burdj bic 1!icbc abet tut m3edc bet 1!ict,e. • S)icf c e(rgumente 
finb bon gro{scm !mcrt audj (lei bcr SUcljanbiuno ban .IDZnttlj. 26, St-48 
unb 1!uf. 7, 47. 

Wul 1!utljctl tljeoioeifdjct ffriiljacit jtnmmt cine S>ilputation tiam 
IBann, bic bal matum tlS21 tragt. (XIX, 902 f.) ~ier gibt 1!ut~ 
f onbcdidj bcn 1!citcrn ber ftirdje bic redjtc f8cie1jnmg il&ct am~ unb 
81Dcc:! bcl firdjtidjcn f&nnel. Slcr SBann foII .nidjt aUI 6tol3 unb 
,Oodjmut betljangt IDcrbcn, f onbcm in aunljrct ,Ocraenlbemut. Unb 
bJal bcn 81Dcd bcl 18annel &ctti~, fo fdjrei&t 1!ut1jcr: ,.i)al IBcrbcden 
bcl IJ(cifdjcl gef djieljt in bet Blcuc unb burdj bie 6innelanbcrung aum 
IB~tum bcl (Bciftel unb <!:mcucrung bcl inlDenbigcn !Dlcnf djm. 
l}cmet ~ bet tcpo~eI ben, tueidjcn et ban bcr QJemeinbc aulauf ~Iie~ 
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flefa,r, !dnellDegl bon ber fmibedidjen 2iefle aulQef djloffen." i>iel 
finb h>idjHge flmnbf abe, bic audj in unf ern 51:agen fJc,eraigt IDerben 
follicn, IDeif, h>ic el fdjeint, oft fer&ftfildjHge iBclDeggrilnbe, ja fogcn: 
&dcibigter Stoia in cin !Bannberfa,ren mit ,ineinfl)ieten. 1Cnberer" 
feitl gift af>cr audj, h>al 2utljcr fdjrewt: .. ~ner, bcr lucgcn bcr mo1 .. 
,eit f eincl ~cracnl unb ID cg en offentridjer IDerf>rec~cn in ben f8nnn gctnn 
IDerbcn mu{J, ift f djon aulgcf djloff cn, elje er fidjtf>adidj gefJannt IDirb. 
SDemnndj ift bcr auf,erc iBann nur ein 8eidjen bcl inncrcn manncl." 

iBcfnnntridj mndjtcn bic ftloftcrgctiifJbe 2utljcr bielc 6dj1Dierig" 
feiten, fonbertidj in bcr crftcn Seit feincr rcformatorifdjcn 51:iitig!eit. 
i>rlljatr, finbcn fidj untcr f cincn S)ill)utationcn nudj a1uci 9lci1jcn bon 
:l'1cfcn iifJer biefcl 5tljcntn. 6ic bntiercn bom 6ei,tcmbce 1521 unb 
finb an bie SBif djofe unb S)infonen bee ftirdjc au !BittcnfJerg gceidjtct. 
(XIX, 1480-1490.) 2utljee fiiljrt bci tiingercn aul, IDie fidj bee 
(iljrift an bcn IDaljdjaft gutcn !Bcr!cn im QJcgcnf aiJ au bcn erbidjteten 
ftrilcn foll. S)nnn fommt er auf fcin cigcntridjel ~cma au fl)rcdjcn: 
,,GJciftiidjci obce ftloftcrtcbcn ift llon ~lcdur nur ein !Ber! bell GScfebei. 
~rum nilcl, hJnl et. ,a11t111 llom @cf ciJ unb bell @cf ciJel !Bcr!cn 
Icljd, bnl girt nudj llon ftioftcrgcliifJbcn unb ftfojtcdcutcn. S'.>eiljaI(J 
ift bnl GScio£,cn bee ~ungfrnuf djnft, bee ffcuf djljcit, bcl gciftiidjcn 
2c6enl unb irgcnb ctlunl bee ~{rt oljnc @TnufJcn. . . . S)arum follte 
man foidjc @ciiibbc nidjt nilcin 3ecccific11, f onbccn audj ftrengc ftrafen . 
. . . C!I ift gclui{s, bn(s untce bcm !Jlegimcnt unfccce nbtriinniocn fBif djofc 
bet GSTnul'Jc untcrocoangcn ift. Slne11111 ljnbcn bie f8if djofc 6djuib an 
bent !8crbcd1cn f o llicice 3adce ~iinglingc unb ~ungjcaucn, lueldje 
0Jrlii6bc auf fidj neljmcn." W(B 6111111110 eununarum f cinee f djarfen 
Wngcifjc nuf bic .ft(oftcrgciiil'Jbc fdjccibt 2utljcr: ,,<!I foll cin ltljciften• 
mcnfdj allc f cine !Berle nul bem GSinubcn tun. S'.>ntum mus ein 
Wlcnfdj rein !8cdrauen nodj ,t,offmmg nuf irgcnbcin m3cd f cfJen, f on• 
bern a Hein auf @ottcl f8aemljcraiofeit, bee nudj allcin occedjt unb f elig 
mndjcn IDilI. !Benn nun cin Wlcnf dj ctlua cin 2ef>en, cin !Bed, cin 
GSeiii6bc in f oldjec !Jleinuno anlje6t, bnl's cc bucdj bal fel6igc gecedjt 
unb fclio luccben mooc, f o irct cc unb entaieljt @ott feine <!1jce unb 
QlelDnit unb mndjt alfo auU feincn &eden eincn W(Jgott. !Bee ettuai 
aifo anoefangen ljnt, hJni el audj fci, bee ift fdjulbig, f oldj !Ber! obec 
QlciiifJbc ljinaulegen." <!in iiljniidje.B Wrgumcnt Taut fidj in unf ecn 
51:agen auf bic QJiiebf djaft in gcljcimcn Qlef ellf djaftcn anlDenbcn. 

(!inc iifJccaui intcrcff antc S)ill)utation 2ut1jecl iibec bic !Bin!el• 
meffc bom 3n1jce 1535 (XIX, 1299) ift in bee tJocm bon 6l)1Iogilmen 
gqalten. S)cc brittc 6djlufsfab fautct: .. ~cbec menfdjiidjc S)icnft in 
gottiidjcn S)ingen ift cine ffl,gottcrei. . . . ~ebc !ptibatmeff e 1, bee 
¥{rt, alfo: ~ebe tpribatmeffe ift cine 1(T,gottecei." 2ut1jcc febt ljinau: 
.. C!in eav, IDotiifJec man bill)uticrcn !ann. <!I fdjcint, bal's in bet 
IBin!eimeffc rein ea!ramcnt f ei unb bal's bie IBereljcec beef er&en cedjte 
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Cl~nblenn felen. • Wudj llief e Wrgumentc (affen fidj untu jqlam 
Bet~ltniff en gut gefJraudjen. 

CEtne i'>ilputation bom IJlenfdjcn bom ~aljrc 1588 (XIX, 1'81 ill 
1487) ift tatradjtidj cine 6etic bon 1?ciffiibcn iif>er ben frcien IBilmL 
i'>er Clang bel Wrgumcntl ift aul fofgcnbcn ~cfcn crfidjtlidj: .lff i(t 
frcilidj IDaljr, ba[s bic IBcrnunft 1mtcr nllcn i:>ingcn bal 1Bom4mfle 
unb bic Oauptf adjc unb bor alien nnbcrn SS)ingcn bicf el 1?cf>enl ba1 
18cftc unb etlval Q.liittlicljel f ci. i:>cnn fie ift bic <!rfinbcrin unb 
Dtegieretin aller ffl1nfte, bcr Wraneituiff enf djnft, bcr Dtedjtlgeleljrfam• 
felt unb all er IBcilljeit, !Dladjt, stugenb unb (!ljrc, luc(dje bic !Rcnf •n 
in lliefem 1?cflen f>cfibcn. . • • !Benn mnn bnljcr bic IBelttueilljeit obrr 
Ille IBcrnunft fe((Jft gcgen Ilic Q.lottclgc(eljdljcit ljiilt, f o tuirb IIar 
IUerben, ba[s IDir bon bem !Jlcnf djen fnft nidjtl luificn. . . . mie 
CISottclgeleljrtljeit ljingcgcn f>cf djrcibt nuB bcr ffilllc ber !Beilljeit bm 
IJlcnfdjen biillig unb bollfommen, niimlidj bah ber IJlcnf dj fei rill 
QJefdjii1>f QJottcl, IDeldjel auil bcm .2ci6c unb eincr (cbenbigcn feift(e 
bcftcljc, bcr nnfangtidj nnclj bent t'f6cnbifb QJottel oljnc @iilnbe m 
fdjaffcn IDorbcn fci, bnmit er j cin 6.lcfdjkdjt fod1>ffnnacn unb il6er bie 
crfdjaffencn 5lingc ljerrjcljcn unb unftcrbfidj j cin jorrtc, bafi er n&er na4 
bem ffall Wbaml ber Q.lclunlt bel steufcfB, bcr CSiinbc unb bem ~• 
unteriuorfen fci, einem 31uicfndjen ftbd, 1uddjel fiir feinc arane un• 
ilf>ertuinbtidj unb unnufljiididj ift. . . . ~nuTuB fn&t 91ihn. 3, 28 in 
lliefen !Boden: ,'i;o ljnlten luir mm, bnb bcr ~lcnfdj gcmljt luerbe oljne 
llcl CISef cvcl !Berle, nllein burclj ben QJCnubcn', bic !Bcf djcci&ung btl 
!Jlenfdjcn fura aufammen unb fngt, bet llllcnf dj 1ucrbc burdj bcn <lfau• 
bcn gcredjt. • Slee onnac 6.lang bicf ct Wrgmncntntion i olltc in feintm 
bollen 8ufammcnljange jtubicrt lucrbcn, bcnn bicj c !8elucil filljrung ift 
immec Ila am !JU a be, IDo !Jlcnf djcn mit iijrcr IBcrnunf t bic ~rift 
mciftem IDoilcn. 

ma in ben Slrci[sigcrn bic tjrngc bon cinem StonaiI 1uiebec &rtn• 
nenb IDar, nimmt el unB nidjt IDunbcr, bnfJ .2utljcr nuclj iiber bic (fragt, 
IUal ein ffo113iiium fiir !Jlndjt unb QJelunrt ljnbc, ~cf en au einrc 
ilili,utation aufgefebt ljat. (XIX, 1766- 1760.) Oiet finb dtua 
fo(genbe Sabe bon bauembem !Bert: .. !Benn 111111 bic 9lndjfoTgcc btm 
CISrunbe (fundamentum) bet WpofteI nidjt f oTgcn, iljn auclj ni"t k • 
of>adjten, fo finb fie ffcbcr ober IBibcrdjrifti, nTI f oTdjc i!cutc, bie au[!et• 
lja((J bel GJtunbel bedoren finb. t'fl tiinncn nfjo !Bijdjiife in i~rtt 
8etf amm(ung ober ein ffonaitium irrcn gteidjluic nnbecc !Renf•n. 
fie f eien nun in einem Wnde (publlcl) obet !43ribntperf onen. . . . !i)ie 

Oi~otien (Jqeugcn, bas bie aonaiiien of hnaII nut cine bacjtcirenbe 
(repraesentantem) ffirdje gelDef en finb, feften abet bie tualjte au.. 
lltfo 1, niemanb geljatten, llen 18efdjrilff en einet bertretcnbcn (re­
pramentatlvae) ffirdje au gtauf>en, bal ljei[st, ben .ftonsitien, el fri 
benn, fie urte«en unb ce.ben nadi bet Wi,ofteI Sdjrif ten, IUal aufiiirigtr• 
IUeif e (cuu) gef djieljt. • Wudj biefe ,unite betbienen in unf em !lagm 
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hliebet eine cntf djiebene IBetonung, bamit hlit nidjt in ein falf djel 
ffaljmaffet gcmtcn. ~ic1:au f olite man audj bic memedungen 1!ut'1ct1 
berglcidjcn, bic i'1m in eincr !>il&,utation il'6et bic 1:nma{iungen bcl 
,ai,ftel im ~a'11:e 11589 aul bcm SJlunbe aufgcfangcn 1uurben. (XIX, 
10158-1961.) Qlinc gdinblidjc IBcfdjciftiguno mit 1!ut'1c1:I <Sdjdften, 
audj auf bcm GJc'fJictc f cinct iiffcnttidjcn !>il&,utationcn, luirb 1:cidjcn 
6cgen acitiocn. IJJ. e. a rev man n 

The Church and Social Problems 

These brief remarks are intended to introduce a series of 
articles dealing with the topic mentioned in the caption, articles 
which, God willing, will appear in this journal during 1940. While 
we should feel extremely sorry if our Church and its ministers, 
instead of studying and preaching the Word of God, should devote 
themselves to the debating of sociological questions, we cannot 
ignore the situation which confronts us, realizing that on every 
side these matters are made the subject of religious discussion 
and that our Christians are vitally affected by them. Our church­
members are looking to the clergy for guidance and counsel. 
Certainly it is the duty of pastors to tell their parishioners what 
the Word of God says on the social questions that perplex them. 
It is not at all the intention of the editors to publish articles which 
will solve knotty problems of statesmanship and public civic policy. 
They hope, however, that through the projected examination and 
discussion our ministers will become more clear in their own 
minds on what principles the Scriptures contain with respect to 
social problems and on the proper and most effective way of 
bringing these principles, with their application, to the attention 
of our people. 

There are a few fundamental thoughts to which this intro­
ductory article is to draw attention, thoughts which, I trust, will find 
confirmation and elucidation as the series progresses. That the 
Church Universal is a spiritual body, consisting of the true 
believers throughout the world, regardless of race, nationality, or 
outward church connections; that it is built by the Holy Spirit 
through the means of grace, every true disciple of Jesus consti­
tuting a stone in that unspeakably grand structure; that this 
Church is not a visible body with headquarters of wood and 
stone and a huge register of paper or parchment containing the 
names of all members, a body organized to compete with the 
kingdoms and republics of the world, - these are great truths, the 
full acceptance of which can here be presupposed. 

Without further ado, I shall speak of the local Christian con-
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