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Book Review — Riteratur

All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con-
cordla Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louls, Mo.

The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World. By Hendrick Krae-
mer, Professor of the History of Religions, University of Leyden.
Harper & Brothers. 1938. 455 pages, 6%X9%. Price, $3.00.

The Christian Faith in a Day of Crisis. By Charles S. Macfarland,
General Secretary Emeritus of the Federal Council. Fleming
H. Revell Co. 1939, 226 pages, 5X7%. Price, $150.

Among the thirty-two books which Dr. Macfarland selected for re-
view out of more than three hundred volumes as best representing
the trend of religious thought during 1938 is The Christian Message in
a Non-Christian World, which Prof. Kraemer wrote for the guidance of
the World Missionary Conference at Madras in 1938. We quote a few
statements from Dr. Macfarland’s review: “This book is of special value
fo American readers, not only on general grounds, but because its
thought is that of a Continental near- or part-Barthian, and is quite
diferent from the American approach in Rethinking Missions. . . .
What is first needed is a clear consciousness of what the faith of the
Church is. The realism of the Bible and the Christian faith ‘simply
takes seriously the fact that God is God and that, if He is God, His
will is the ground of all that is’ Theology should be what its name
implies, ‘a tale about God’ . . . We reach the heart of the author’s
discussion in ‘The Attitude towards the Non-Christian Religions’ The
religion of the revelation in Christ revolves around two poles. ‘The
first pole is knowledge of God of a very special kind that upsets all
other conceptions of God or of the Divine’ (The reviewer asks, Why
the term ‘upsets'?) ... If the reviewer understands Barth, or unless
Barth has changed his oft-changing view recently, Professor Kraemer
does not share the Barthian view of natural theology. . . . The section
of the volume analyzing and interpreting ‘the non-Christian systems
of life and thought' is perhaps the best part of it. It leaves little or
no place for the seeming approaches to syncretism in Rethinking Mis-
sions. . . . The missionary approach has changed. The impression that
these religions were adequately approached by taking them as a vast
and decaying section of the spiritual life of mankind, ‘steeped in dark-
ness and error, has turned out to be utterly erroneous.’” The con-
cluding paragraph of the digest and review states: “No pastor or
teacher can afford to neglect this volume. It needs to be read with
a certain amount of unconcern for some of the author’s theological
bases. While Professor Kraemer partakes of Barthian positive ways
of putting things, he does not betray the lack of intellectual humility
that characterizes Barth, and the most liberal evangelical thinker will
find relatively little to challenge in the most fundamental positions of
this study, even though it may not measure up to its rather over-
amplified characterization by the Archbishop of York.”
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We will say that no man who is dealing with missions can afford
to neglect this volume. Nowhere else will he find such thorough,
complete, and up-to-date information on the non-Christian religions.
And much of the advice given the missionary is good. The theology
of the book, however, is not good. It is, in the first place, the Cal-
vinistic theology, which is not Christocentric, but theocentric. See the
pertinent statement in Macfarland’s review. And, in the second place,
“the most liberal evangelical thinker will find relatively little to chal-
lenge in the more fundamental positions of this study.” This praise
of the book by the liberal Macfarland condemns it. Dr.Kraemer is
not, indeed, an extreme liberal. He chides “the Liberals, with their
often diluted conception of Christianity,” who “are making the Chinese
the victims of their liberal and generous idealisms” (p.383). Macfarland
critizes him for this, for using the term “upsets.” In a letter to Kraemer
he states: “In your use of the word ‘upsets’ I should say that you
overstate, in other words, that all ‘revelation’ is one whole, even though
we may not see the relationship between the various forms taken by
revelation. There are, of course, differences of degree which are so
great that they become differences in kind. However, I should prefer
to say ‘transcends’ and ‘modifies’ instead of ‘upsets.”” But while Kraemer
will not go with the extreme Liberals, he also refuses to go with the
Fundamentalists. “The guilt of the Fundamentalists is not less great.
From this whole fundamentalist-liberal controversy the Chinese can
hardly get another impression than that Christianity is either a set of
tenets about the Virgin Birth, the infallibility of the Bible, an external
and juridical conception of atonement, ete., or the triumphant rejection
of ‘such myths’” (p.383). No, Kraemer is not an extreme Liberal
(he insists on “the intrinsic inadequacy of man’s religious efforts for
the solution of his crucial religious and moral problems,” p. 308, and
declares: “It is not alone the Eastern mind that is constitutionally
disinclined to accept the Gospel, but the human mind everywhere” p.56);
but he is a liberal for all that. He speaks of the “sacred oracles” of the
great non-Christian religions, of “their magnificent religious philosophies”
(p. 328 £.), and declares that “the assertion of the Christian claim of
paramount exclusive religious truth is a wrong and utterly inadequate
translation of the apostolic and prophetic nature of the revelation in
Christ” (p.302). Furthermore, he does not believe in the infallibility of
the Bible. “The Old Testament is not immaculate” (p.330). And “the
human mind, in Islam as well as in Christianity or elsewhere, expresses
its desire for a sure guarantee of religious certitude in the clumsy
form of the literal inerrancy of the document in which God’s revelation
is told” (p.218). Worst of all, he presents the doctrine of the atone-
ment in the vaguest and haziest terms. The best he can do is to say
that ‘God revealed Himself in Christ as the holy and loving Travailer
for the redemption and restoration of the world” (p.74). “The Incar-
nation means that God wants, even passionately wants, contact with
man and thus through the act of His revelation shows His belief in
the possibility of contact” (p.131). He is careful to avoid anything that
looks like a “juridical conception of atonement.” We agree with Mac-
farland that the liberal thinkers will find relatively little to challenge
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in the most fundamental positions of Kraemer’s theology. Macfarland
does not agree fully with the Archbishop of York, who says in the
Foreword: “This volume is likely to remain for many years to come
the classical treatment of its theme —perhaps the central theme for
Christian thought in this age of multiform bewilderment” Macfarland
says that this is a rather overamplified characterization. Neither do
We agree with this characterization, but for a different reason. It cannot
allay the multiform bewilderment of this age., And if the Christian
message is brought to the Chinese and the others according to the
directions of Professor Kraemer, it will only bewilder them the more.—
We should like to quote one more sentence: “Christianity (¥a Chiao)
is one of the five religions of China, and according to the testimony
of well-informed men it is the best-hated and the best-liked religion
of the five” (p.378). Is that the result of the preaching of the Liberal
or of the Gospel-missionary?

Dr. Macfarland’s review of Dr.Kraemer's book sufficiently indicates
the spirit of his own book. But a few additional remarks will not be
amiss. We read on page 29: “Every American minister should read at
least one book of such theologians as Barth, Brunner, Kierkegaard,
Berdyaev, Heim, Maritain, and others, as well as— and perhaps, to some
extent, in place of —the better-known Niebuhr, Fosdick, and Brown.”
Most of the books surveyed and endorsed by Macfarland were written
by Liberals, radical and less radical Liberals, and contain mostly
philosophic speculations. They cannot tell us what “the Christian
faith” is. In the review of R.Nichuhr’s Beyond Tragedy we read:
“Resting upon Paul’s description of the ministers of the Gospel, ‘as
deceivers, yet true, we are told that ‘what is true in the Christian
religion can be expressed only in symbols which contain a certain
degree of provisional and superficial deception.’ Christianity has trans-
muted primitive religions and artistic myths and symbols without fully
rationalizing them. The creation, the fall of man, the incarnation, the
final Judgment, cannot be fully rationalized. We are ‘deceivers, yet
true,’ when we proclaim the coming Kingdom. The Tower of Babel
myth reveals the truth, ete. . . . In God's punishment of the builders
of the tower by confounding their language ‘we have another mythical
profundity which is not literal truth and yet is profoundly true'” (p.80).
Let Hugh Vernon White tell us what “the Christian faith” is. We quote
from the review of his book A Working Faith for the World: “White
secks to justify ‘liberal Christianity’ as ‘the true Christian faith. . . .
Christianity will have its opportunity, but it must be a Christianity
freed from . . . Lutheran otherworldliness. . . . It must translate God's
will into terms of personal and social morality, and its faith will be
firmly grounded on a metaphysic of Christian theism’ and ‘an ethic
of Christian lore’ . . . ‘The principle of Christianity is that of an
ethical religion or of a religious morality’” (p.112f£). It is the old
story: Rationalism, Modernism, finds the essence of Christianity in
moralism. And Macfarland thinks well of this: “In this volume we
have a good primer for perplexed Christians.”

Reviewing the book of a lone conservative (H.Sasse, Here We
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Stand), Macfarland writes: “The reviewer has given enough of its
contents so that the reader hardly needs to have attention called to
the seeming absence from it of intellectual humility. . . . But, perhaps
happily, there are many Lutheran leaders in Europe who do not find as
many irreconcilables as Sasse does as between Lutheran and other in-
tellectual understandings of the Gospel” (p.37f.). “How far Professor
Sasse represents German Lutheran thought at the moment it would be
hard to estimate. If he does to any appreciable degree, we would seem to
be back in Marburg with Luther and Zwingli, leaving the World Con-
ference on Faith and Order at an impasse” (p.203). Yes, Sasse and
some other Lutherans have not progressed beyond Marburg.
TH. ENGELDER
The Bible and Things to Come. By David Freeman, Th. M., pastor, New
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. Introduction by
Prof. J. Murray, Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadel-
phia, Pa. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.
139 pages, 514X¢734. Price, $1.00.

Pastor Freeman presents in this volume nine fairly brief discourses
on the ever popular and important subject of Biblical eschatology under
the following headings: “The Second Coming of Christ and Salvation,”
“When will Christ Come?” “The Signs of Christ's Coming,” “The Jews,
Their Conversion and Their Land,” “The Man of Sin,” “Will There Be
a Millennium?” “After Death— What?” “The Day of Judgment,” “The
Final State.” A faithful student of Dr.Machen, the writer champions
his famous teacher’s amillennialistic doctrine, refuting the chiliastic
views very strikingly. With regard to the “conversion of the Jews” he
declares that, while their recovery or salvation will be racial or national,
“not all Jews will be saved when Christ comes.” Had the apostle meant
this, “he would have to be understood as teaching that all the Gentiles
are to be saved.” But “any idea of a universal salvation is foreign to
the teaching of the Bible” (p.69). However, the Jews as a nation will
be saved “only in the way in which they are converted now” (p.77).
In other places the author makes it clear that only the elect in Israel
will be brought in, and that before Christ's coming. While he admits
the cogency of many of the arguments declaring the Papacy to be the
Antichrist, he denies that the Pope is the “son of perdition,” though
his reasoning at this point is extremely weak, and he completes this
discussion with a hazy conjecture. Rejecting millennialism in its dual
forms of “pre” and “post,” he writes: “One thing is certain —the Book
of Revelation and the rest of the Bible do mot teach that the saints
will come back to this earth to engage in battle or to reign upon an
earthly throne” (p.103). On the whole, it is the conservative Presby-
terian theology of Charles Hodge which the reader finds represented
in this in many respects helpful book. In the Preface, Pastor Freeman
says: “Underlying each discourse is the acceptance of the Bible as the
inspired and inerrant Word of God.” Since the topic of the “last things”
is at this time much under consideration and in controversy, it may be
well for our pastors to treat it in sermonic lectures as does the author,
whose addresses may be studied with profit.  J. THEODORE MUELLER
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Rewe Forfdungen und Texte sur Gefdidite ber bentfden Bibel. Herausqes
geben in @emeinfdaft mit Kurt Bedey und Erid) Jimmermann von Hans
Bollmer. Mit 4 Bidtafeln und 4 Jnitialen. 1939, Ulademifde Ber:
lagSgefellfchaft Athenaion, Potsbam. 76 umd 237 Geiten 6% X9%.
Preis: RM. 24,

Dies ift nun fdyon der neunte Vand bicjes epodyemadyenden Werles auf dem
Gebiet ber deutjchen Bibeiforjdung, unbd e8 foll von vornberein Hetont mwerden,
baf bem Herausgeber alle Achtung gebiihet fllr dbie Ausbauer, mit der et die fidh
oeftedten Jiele berfolgt, Das in biefen neun Binben gejammelte Material ift
bon foldier Widytigleit und von foldjem Wert, daf fein Forjder auf dem Gebiet
der deutfdhen Bibel des Mittelalters es fich verjagen barf, die gebotenen Abbrude
unbd Radjdorude ju Rate ju gichen. JIn dem borliegenden Banbe treten und jtoei
meue mittelalteclicye fiberfefiernamen entgegen, ndmli Johann Biffoff, dec
Wiener Minorit und Hofprediger, beffen Bemerlungen sum beutfdien ,Coans
geliacium# abgedrudt find, und Nifolaus Straub, der Notar in Halle war, von
dem bie fogenannte Leipyiger Dandidyrift eines Evangeliums Peceilfet. Der
Remburger Palter in scrinio 142, ber juerft geboten wird, enthalt die Plalmen
1—71, 6 und 73, 2—76,20. Der Nberjeger folgt ber Vulgata und bictet mande
Ddrten, bie ernftlige Sprachftudien bendtigen. Die Bemeclungen und Anmers
fungen des Derausqebers find fiir den intelligenten Gebraud) ber fiberjefung faft
unentbehelid). Der jweite Teil des Vanbes bietet ,Dat nyge Teftament tho
bubde<, bas Beifit, bie dltefte nicderdeutidhe itbertragung bes Cutherfden Reuen
Trftaments (September 1522) von eimem unbefannten BVerfaffer im Drud der
ranonymen Hamburg:Dendereis (Prefle der Keher), Hamburg 1523. Luiherd
ganje Vorrede ift in der fiberfefjung mit aufgenommen, und der Herausgeder
bi.tlts Teils, Kurt Vedey, wirft mit feinen bielen Unmerfungen immer miedee
Lidt auf fdwicrige Stellen. Biele der Lutberjden fberfefung eigentimiiden
Cpradyivendbungen find in Dbiejer plattdeutichen Nbertragung beibehalten, iwie
Sfdﬂ; immer ieder jeigt, und 5 jeigt fid) auch hier, dah jede fiberfefung der
Bibel ugleidy aud eregetijhen Wert hat. — JIn cinem Veibeft diefes neuen
Bandes bietet D, Hans Vollmer »Legenden aus beutjdhen Hiftorienbibeln bes
!It!mlamrs', bie jum Teil auf apoleyphijden, jum Teil auf pjeudepigraphijden
(wic 3. 8. The Archko Volume) Gerufen. Der Band reibt fich feinen Bors
gdngern twiirdig an und fei Hiermit allen Bibelforjdern auf bdas entjdyicdenfte
anempfohlen. P. G Krefmann

Abolf Sejlatter und Wilhelm Liitgert sum Giedadimis. BVon Paul Althaus,
Gerbard Rittel und Hermann Strathmann. Berlog G. Berteldmann,
Gittersloh. 1938, 55 Seiten 53;%8%. Preis, fartonicrt: RM. 1.50.

Dad Sdyrifttum von Profeffor D. A. Schlatter. Jufommengeftellt von Pfacrer
Rudolf Bresger. 80 Sciten. Preis, lactoniect: RM. 2.50.

Um 10. Mai leften Jahres ift D. Abolf Schlatter, langjdhriger Profefjor der
Theologie in Tiibingen, im Hoben Ulter von 85 Jabren geftorden, und bas Gr:
fdeinen der beiden obengenannten Sdyriften legt 8 nabe, nod) etivad itber biefen
Theologen, der in bie Gejdyichte der Theologic der leften fiinfaig Jahre gehirt,
ttivas ju fagen. Beide Schriften find erfdyienen ald Hefte in den DBeitrigen jur
Fdcderung dyriftlidher Theologie”, die von Schlatter und bem befannten neutefas
mentlidjen Qezifographen Hermann Gremer begriindet worben find, jeft im biees
digften Jahrgang ftehen und eine Reifhe bebeutfamer und iwertvoller theologijder
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Monographien gebradyt Habem, bon denen aud) cine Angahl in diefer Jeitfdyrift
und in ber frilheren ,8ehre und Wehre* angeseigt wordben find. Jeft twerben
biefe ,Beitrige* Herausgegeben von Prof. D. Paul Althous in Grlangen. Schlats
ter Ioar cin cigenartiger @elehrter, und a8 idh eine Vorlefung bon ihm in Verlin,
o er dbamal8 Profeflor ber Theologie an ber niverfitit war, bejudyte, war er
burdjaus nidyt cin befonders anziehendber Dojent, und man mufpte fih an feinen
ftact {dveizerifdyen Dialelt crft gewdhuen. Er Hat aud) leine eigene Sihule ges
gritnbet, und bod) Gat er lweitgehendben Einfluf in engeren und meiteren Kreifen
ausqeilbt. Er gehirte nidht der (utherifhen Kirvdye an, fondbern toar unb blied
reformicrt, wie ja bic gange befannte Famifie Schlatter au diefer Nirdye gehorte.
YAudh in feiner Theologie Ioar er cigemartis und durdjaus nidht orthodop. Sein
Werl ,Hilfe in Bibelnot”, fo mand)e8 Gute und Shine 8 aucy enthalt, Hilft
nidht aus ber Not, tweil cr die gange, bolle JInfpivation der Schrift in Abrebe
ftellt und Jretiimer in ber Schrift ftatuiert, und feine Berfdhnungslehre greift
bas Hery des Ehriftentums an, da fie basd ,filr uns~ nidt voll und gany aneclennt.
Gr bat jebod) in feinen Werken, bie fidh faft iiber dad gange Gebiet dber Theologie
mit Ausnahme der praftijhen Theologie erftreden, befonders auf exegetifdem und
biftorijdyem @ebiete, Bebeutendes geleiftet, das von denmem, die ju prilfen ver:
fteben, mit Nugen gebraudht werden fann. Gr bat felbft die Gefdichte feines
Qebens in cinem interefjanten feinen Vud), .Grlcbtes, wicderum gang in feiner
cigenartigen Weife, befdhricben. Dabei war er gar nidt barauf bedacht, Ehre und
Unjehen ju cclangen, und forfhte und arbeitete unermiidlidy iweiter, unbetiim=
mert barum, ob die theoTogifche Welt auf feine Schriften adytete odber nidht. AIS
fein fitnfunbdfiebzigfter Geburtétag gefeiert wurde, crzdhite er bon einem Kollegen,
ber ihn cinmal fo daralterifiert Habe: ,Schlatter, cin religidfe8 Genle, eine
wiffenjhaftlihe Null*; cc felber fitate dann hingu: ,Hier im Saal fit fein
religidfes ®enie, fieht auc) feind — verftanden? Neligidfes Glenie qibt 8 nidt!
Wiffenfdaftliche Null — nun, das wird fich jeigen.” (S. 18.) Nadh dem &=
fdheinen des erften Teils feiner ,Theologie des Neuen Teftaments” fdhried Schlatter
an ben Verleger: ~Jeht, oo Sie dad8 Ganje ilberfehen, verftehen Sie wobl, warum
idy gan3 befdyeiden und dboch) rvecht froh auf die Dacftellung JEfu Hinfehe. GS
ift nicht viel drin, wad nidht in den Evangelien fteht, und dbas madyt midy frob.
RNatiiclic) hat mid) das, was ich ilber die gefhichtlichen Juftdnde bes erften Jahrs
bunberts toeifs, immer begleitet, aber ¢8 bringt fidh niht vor. G5 fag mir nidt
baran, den Gelehrien ju fpiclen. &8 ift aud) Yein cingiger {honer Safy barinm.
G& bHat mid) mandymal ber Wunfd) gefafit, alithend ju fdhreiben, mit padender,
hinreifender Stirle ber Empfindung; aber id) fonnte nicht. EB lwar miv immer
toieder fo gumute, al8 ob i) mid) vordringen und dben HGEren mit meiner Bereb:
famleit empfehlen tvollte. G5 fag mir eingig baran, deutlich zu feim, fo qut id
fann, wabr ju benfen, ivie id)’8 vermag; e8 bitnlt mid), ¢8 fei dod) ettoad bom
Bilbe JEfu drin.* Jivei Tatfadhen migen illuftricren, 0b Schlatter eine wiffen-
fhaftliche Rull war. JIm Jahre 1902 erfdjien feine Studbie ,Spracde und Heimat
be8 bicrten Ebangeliften” und wurbe zwanzig Jahre lang in der fogenannten
Iritijhen AuSlegung de5 JohanneSevangeliums nabhegu ignoriert. Nody in ber
Mitte der wangiger Jahre Hat einer ber prominenteften SKommentare fie nidht
einer cingigen Grivdhnung filc wert gebalten. JIm Jahre 1922 fdyried aber ber
belannte Orforder Profeflor Burney fein Bud) The Aramaic Origin of the
Fourth Gospel und er3ijlt, wie er erft nadh AL[HIuF diefes Budhes “the highly
important work by Professor A.Schlatter” Iennengelernt habe, in bem feine
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Thefe fhon “in the fullest possible manner” durdgefilhrt fei umd bad
“a marvel of industry and intimate knowledge” be8 paldftinifdhen Duellens
material8 fei. Prof. Gerhacd Kittel, der Herausdgeber ded grofen Theologijden
Wirterbud jum RNeuen Teftaments, exzdhit in feiner Gedidhtnisrede auf Schiats
tec, bafs ein anberer betannter Gelehrier, der aud) in biefer Beitfdyrift {hon dfters
ermibnte Prof. Sir Edoyn Hostyns in Gambridge, hn in Thbingen bejudt
fabe und, obtooh! er biel theologifdye Siteratur gelefen batte, von Schlatter fo
gut wie nidts wubte, weil eben in der einfdhligigen Literatur fein Name eine
vechiltni8mifia geringe Molle fpielte. Rittel nahm ihn dann mit u Sdhlatter,
und ber Ginbrud, dben Sicr Edionn beim erften Befurd) Hatte, toar fo tief, dah er
nun allein jeben Tag, wihrend Kittel felbft in der Univerfitdt befdiftigt tar,
ben Befud) tvicderholte und bap er fih beim RAG[chied von Tilbingen fimtlicye
Bilder Scylatters faufte und mit nac) England nahm. UAIE Hoslyns 1937 fach,
bintecich er einen faft fertigen Rommentar bes vierten Evangeliums, und dass
jenige Budy, bas fih bei feinem Tod als bas jerlefenfte anf feinem Schreibtifd
fand, war Sdylatters Johannestommentar. So lonmten wic nod) mehr vom
Edjlatter und feinen MWerlen fagen, wenn 8 ber Raum geftattete. TWir ermihnen
nur nod), baf bas erftgenannte Heft vier BVeitrige enthdlt: Althaus: ,Jum e
bichtnis Dder abgerufenen Herausgeber der Beitrige' Schlatter und Liitgerts;
Rittels ,Gedentreder fiber Schlatter, im Feftjaal der Univerfitit Tiibingen ges
balten; WAlthaus: Schlatters ,Gabe an die fyftematifhe Theologic’, und Straths
mann fdyreibt fiber Wilhelm QLiitgert, der ebenfalls cin auf epegetifdyehiftorijgem
Gebiete vielgenannter Theolog der Memseit war. BVon Sdylatters [literarifder
Titigleit gewinnt man cinen Gindbrud aus bem tociten Heft, bas T4 Seiten mit
ben Titeln von Schlatters Werlen, Artiteln und Prebigten filtit.
Q. Fiicbringer
Expository Preaching. By R. Ames Montgomery, Professor of Homi-
letics. Fleming H. Revell Company. 90 pages, 5X75%. Price, $1.00.
This book can be read in three hours. The first two chapters are
very encouraging. Present conditions in the world are described, and
over against these the Word of Scripture is said to be the only means to
bring about a change for the better. Therefore no topical preaching,
which neglects the Word, but expository preaching, which presents the
Bible in its fulness and in its application to the spiritual needs of man.
“There must be a revival of doctrinal preaching.” “There is the Scrip-
tural doctrine of sin that is greatly neglected in the preaching of today.”
Great preaching, says the author, calls for theological greatness. The in-
creasing emphasis on liturgical values or the participation of the con-
gregation in the service, he says, has developed from a conviction that
such rituals are necessary to meet religious needs. “They would save
the worship hour from the hazard to which poor preaching has too often
subjected it
All this has been well said. But even when reading the first chap-
ters, we became somewhat doubtful whether the author, in spite of
some statements which seemed to indicate it, would clearly state and
emphasize the Scriptural doctrine of the vicarious atonement as the
only remedy against sin and as the real content of Scriptural Gospel-
preaching. InchaptmﬂlmdNthenuthoraﬂunphhMM
expository preaching should be done. He uses the Gospel according to

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1939

7




Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 10 [1939], Art. 93
960 Book Review — Siteratur

St. Matthew as an example. His outline fails to bring out the real Gospel
content of that New Testament book. That is not a true exposition of
the Bible which does not clearly present that truth for the sake of
which it has been given, to wit, that “Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us;” Gal.3:13.

But if those preachers who preach topical sermons on short texts,
which present hardly any sermon material, preaching platitudes instead
of enriching the Scriptural knowledge of their hearers and supplying all
their spiritual needs, could by the reading of Montgomery’s book be
persuaded to discontinue that practice in favor of real expository preach-
ing, the small purchase price paid for it would be a very good investment.

J.H.C.Frirz
Handbook for Congregational Officers. By Theo. Graebner. 136 pages,
415 TY;. Paper binding. Price, 50 cts.

The Yoke Made Easy. By Alfred Doerffler. 119 pages, 5X7%. Paper
binding. Price, 35 cts. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Both of these books are well known in our circles and have fully
proved their worth in the experience of many a pastor and parishioner,
so that it will not be necessary to recommend them again to our readers.
Concordia Publishing House has done well in offering these books in
a paper-cover edition and materially reducing the prices. We hope that
this reduction will encourage many congregations to buy a number of
Dr. Graebner's books and to present a copy to the pastor, to all old
church officers at once, and to all newly eclected officers at their induc-
tion. Pastor Doerffler’s book well serves as a gift for the sick and ailing,
the shut-in, the convalescent, in fact, any one that is at times down-
hearted and dejected. The comfort and admonition from God’s own
Word as dispensed in this book will help to case the yoke of many a
Christian. Pastor Doerffler’s book is still available in the more sub-
stantial cloth binding, at 75 cts. Tx. LAETSCH

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-list
correct. The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased.
Under present regulations we are subject to a “fine” on all parcels mailed to an
incorrect address, inasmuch as we must pay 2 cents for every notification sent
by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical which is undeliverable because no
forwarding address is available or because therc has been a change of address.
This may scem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have subscribers
getting three or more of our periodicals and considering our large aggregate
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quife a sum during
a year; for the postmaster will address a notification to each individual periodical.
Our subscribers can help us by notifying us—one notification (postal card, costing
only 1 cent) will take care of the addresses for several publications. We shall be
very grateful for your cooperation.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain whether your
subscription has expired or will soon expire. “Dec 39" on the label means that
Yyour subscription has expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly
in order to avold interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before the
address label can show change of address or acknowledgment of remittance.

‘When paying your subscription, please mention name of publication desired
and exact name and address (both old and new, if change of address is requested).

Coxcorpra Pusrisminc House, St. Louis, Mo.
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