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All books reviewed In this periodical may be procured from or through Con-
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louls, Mo.

Dad Bud) bed Getendben GotteSfnedits. Der Pfalmen sioeiter Teil. Filr
Sreunde und BVerddyter der Bibdel ausgelegt bon Mudolf Ubramomw(ti, Lic.
theol. 1939. Gafliwer Vereinsbudhandlung Stuttgart. 263 Selten 6x9.

Der Gallwer Verlagsverein bat ¢8 unternommen, cine Erlduterung aftteftas
mentlider ©dyriften unter dem Namen ,Die Bot{dhaft des Ulten Tefaments”
Berausgugeben, unb ber uns vorliegende Band ift ber filnfsehnte diefer Serie.
€r bietet Teine fortlaufende Gregefe, fonbern eine {iberfeung mit Anmerfungen
bon me_br al8 ber Hifte des Plalters in jivei grofen Ubteilungen: ,I. Der Gottess
tnet in ber Unfehtung; II. Der Gottestuedst in ber BVerwahrung.® Fiir den
Theologen ift der braudybarfte Teil des Budyes die Nberfefungen und bie Hintweife
suf die Parallelftcilen, bie bejonders bei der Vorbereitung auf die Predigt gute
Dienfte leiften fonnen. Die Wuslegung trdgt faft durdyweg dem Gharalter ers
bauliher Betradytungen, die jum grofen Teil fehr wertvoll find. Der Berfaffer
vertritt im gangen die meffianijche Anffaffung der Pfalmen, die in der lutherifdyen
Ricde alé foldye ancclannt find, 3. B. 16, 40, 69, 22, leider aber nidt immer mit
b Beftimmtbeit, bic wir erwarten. Jum 69. Pfalm bemerlt er 3. B.: ,Jufoms
men mit bem 22, Pfalm hat er die tarben jur Uusgeftaltung und bden Bemeis
fiic bie Sdyiftgemifiheit, bas Heiht, bie Gottgerwolitheit des Leidens IGfu, ges
I_cbﬂl.' (_6. 08.) 1Und in den BVemerlungen jum 22. Pfafm iwird gefagt: Diefes
tief egreifende Qied, in dem fi) bas Leiden bes8 Menfdien mit bem Leiben Chrifti
dermdbit* ufw. Das ift in beiben Fllen ju fdwad) gerebet. Das Neue Teftas
ment toeift tar nad), baf diefe Pfalmen im ftrengften Sinne meffianifdy find, bak
bee Geldfer in ihnen felber redet, und diefe Tatfache follte Mar unb deutlidy jum
Uusdeud fommen. WAber Weridytigungen diefer Urt laffen fih leicht anbringen,
unb das Buch Hat fitr jeben Vibelforfder grofen Wert. P. G. Rregmann

Courageous Adventures. Old Testament Stories for Boys and Girls. By
Laura Hulda Wild, professor of Biblical Literature, Mount Holyoke
College, South Hadley, Mass. The Abingdon Press, New York.
144 pages, 5% X% 7%, including Bible-passage references, recom-
mended books, and outline maps. Price, $1.00.

The Rev. Laura Hulda Wild, professor of Biblical literature at Mount
Holyoke College since 1917, previously instructor of the Bible in Nebraska
and Ohio colleges, four years pastor in a Lincoln, Nebr., Congregational
church, Y. W.C. A. secretary, visiting professor to Ginling College for
women at Nanking, China, there teaching the Bible [cf. Modernism in
Foreign Missionsl], twice tourist student in Palestine, author of several
books on Bible-study, etc., acceding to the requests of her former stu-
dents, now blessed with children, wrote Courageous Adventures “to sup-
Ply growing boys and girls with a book that contains a point of view
toward the Bible, interests them in things Biblical before they attend
college, preserves for them the spiritual values of the Bible-stories,
and keeps American youth from the mistake of looking upon Bible-
stories as mere fanciful folk-tales.” To her, Bible-stories certainly are
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not fanciful folk-tales, though also not God’s inspired Word; but they
arose (from ca. 900 B.C. down) when men advanced and grew

the childish notions about their gods and so found the true God. “That
took a long time, and we have not found out all about Him yet"
(Foreword, p.18.) However, the Bible-stories very plainly demonstrate
the development of conscience over against greed (culminating at last
in Christ's own supreme conscience response). The Bible-stories of
course are not true as history, but certainly as parables, exemplifying
the development of man’s truth and probity consciousness. Moses did
not see a burning bush but a bush of sheer beauty, after his prolonged
solitude in the wilderness had made him antioppression-minded. The
Balaam’s ass story (parallels, Arabian Nights, Wonder Tales of Egypt,
etc.) illustrates the truth that man, blinded by greed, can see less clearly
the morally prescribed path than can a beast. Witches are very fasci-
nating (cf. Hallowe'en) and the witch-of-Endor tale shows us how Saul,
for his selfish ends, goes back in the end on all that is good and true,
even his own laws. The David stories (David, very much like Robin
Hood, a brave, generous, rollicking adventurer) teach us goodness, un-
selfishness, generosity (above all, his poems, e.g., Ps.23: “Even should
I go my way in a ravine dark as the shadow of death,” Macdonald’s
translation, quoted by authoress). The Jonah and the big-fish story
(the big fish stands for some great calamity) reveals how at last Jews
began to understand that God loves everybody, even their enemies, and
so prepares the way for Jesus’ teachings in the New Testament. While
we do not recommend the purchase of this book to our readers, we
nevertheless believe that every so often our pastors ought to go to the
public library and discover for themselves how assiduously Modernists
are systematically, psychologically, irreparably, pounding to pieces the
Christian faith of boys and girls of high-school and college days by such
destructive methods as Miss Wild offers in her new book. No orthodox
Christian minister can afford to remain ignorant of the subtle, most
effective technique used by Bible foes today to blast from the hearts
of our Christian youth the true faith of their fathers. The ability to
defeat Modernism presupposes a fair knowledge of its strategy, and it
is for this reason that we pastors and teachers dare not ignore such
grotesque writings as Courageous Adventures. J. THEODORE MUELLER

Der Brief an die Hebriaer. Betradjtungen von Erivin Reidner. Ehr.-Raifer:
Berlag, Milndjen. 1938. 300 Sciten 6x¢9.

Jeber forgfiltige Wibellefer iweif, baf ber Hebrderbrief ein cigenartiges
Bud ift. iber bem DBerfaffer und ben erften Lefern liegt ein ticfes Duntel, das
trofy auferorbentlidjer, ausgedehnter und fdarffinniger Forfderarbeit immer nod
nidyt gewiden ift. Unfer Uutor Hat gewif redit, wenn er fagt: ,Die Gedanlen
be8 WBricfes find paulinifdh* (S.5); ebenfo twerben aber twofl audy bie meiften
Lefer ibm beiftimmen, wenn er fortfdhrt: ,Der Stil aber toeidjt fo fehr bon
bem ber anbern grofen Briefe des Upofteld ab, baf biefer mindeftens als uns
mittelbarer Autor laum in Frage fommt.» RKdnnen iwir mit bem Berfaffer gehen,
lenn et ben Fitel ,UAn bie Hebrder fymbolifd) eclldct, afs Habe bas Wort
»Qebrder* hier feine etymologifdhe Bebeutung: die Hinilbecsichenden ober Bors
itberyichenden? Raum. So ctiwes wird ben Bitern, die dem Budy biefen Titel
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gaben, [diwerlity in ben Sinn gefommen fein. Dah ber Brief an bie Gemeinde
3 Jerufalem geridytet wucbe, Balten wir allerdings aud) file eine berfehlte Kons=
feltur. 5. Bahn war ber Meinung, ber Brief fei fiic eine als Judendyriften bes
Rebende Gemeinbe in Rom beftimmt gemefen. Gine anbere Unficht ift, dak der
Tilel etioa um bas Jahr 200 fiber ben Bricf gefest wurbe und auf einem Mips
berftindnis beruft, inbem man aus bem Jnhalt des Briefes meinte erfdlicken
Ju Idnuen, baf; a8 Schreiben an befehrte Juben geridhtet fei, daf aber eigentlid
loecder Judbendyriften nody Heidendhriften fpegicll angeredet wilrden, fondern Ghris
fien im allgemeinen.

Jm voclicgenden Weet tocrden einleitenbde fragen nidt des lingeren erbrtect;
oud) auf grammatifhe Punite wird nidht viel eingegangen. G8 ift dem Ber:
faffer darum 3u tun, bie Gcbanlen bed Bricfed padend barjuftellen und aud) dbie
Snteenbung nidyt yu berfiumen. Die Darftellung ift in der Tat anjichend. Was
Ioic Ju tabeln haben, ift bie Theologic des Verfaffers. Gr fommt mit alleclei
metliolicdigen Vorausfegungen an ben Brief heran und findet diefe barin bes
Ritigt. Offenbar fagt ibm bie Theologie Karl Barths yu. Wir finden 3. B, diejen
Uusfprud): .Fite den Upoftel ift immer Heute* der Jlingfte Tag* (S.22); und
biefen: Wer aber an der Schvelle jur Erigleit, angefihts der Entjdyeidbung, vor
bie ibn das Deute des Ghriftus ftellt, verfagt, wer da midyt Jugreift, fiir den
itb das Berallitifhe Wort jur furdhtbaren TWahrheit, der wird fortgefdhemmt,
ber fommt niemals wieder in cine dhnlidge Lage; denn bdie Jeit, fiir bie er fidh
in ber Wbmeifung der Gnade entfdeidet, ift ja felbft ba8 Niemals” (S. 21). Dad
if Reifigtheologie. Synergiftifh-pelagianifd) Tauten diefe Sage itber Kap. 6,4 f.:
+Bie fhigen fie [diefe Stelle] . . . al8 ein Hares TWort, mit dem uns gefagt
Ioitd, Daf ¢8 julet cben dody auf die Entfdjeidung des Menfden anfommt. Der
Menfdy fann die fih iGm darbictende Gnade jurildioeifen, er lann ja ober nein
fogen, e fann qus cigenem Gnt{dhiup abfallen* (S. 109). WUllerdings lann bder
Menfdy aut cigenem Gntfdhluf nein fogen; aber mit bem Tafagen bechilt es
fi§ anbers.

fiber Ghrifti Wert finden fich mandye fdhdne Sage. Wir sitieven cinen das
bon: ,Das* [nad) Jer. 31 ben Ghriften] ,ins Hery gefdyricbene Gefe ift Iein
Leiftungsgefes, fombern ein GlaubenSgefey, namlid) bas Gefes bes Glaubens,
ber da glaubt, daf ber eingeborne Sobn Gottes alles geleiftet und bas gamge
Gefeg exflllt fat« (€. 215). @igentitmlicy ift die WUnfdauung, bah das Vol
Jsrael des Ulten Teftaments ein »@leidnis* filr die gefamte Menfdheit fei
(S.36). as ber Berfaffer fagen ju toollen fdjeint, ift, daf das JSrael bes
Ulten Bundes ein Typus bes neuteftamentlicdhen GotteBvolle8 getwefen fei. Darin
Rimmen wic ihm natitelih bei. Die Einftellung des Werles ift reformiert, wie
ous diefem Safy erfihtlich ift: .Der Kulthandlung [bas ift, bem Heiligen Abend:
mahl] fommt jeht nur nod) bie Bebeutung einer Gedlchinisfeier gur (S. 201).
Ridt felten befommt man ben Gindrud, dah mehr geiftreihe Betradtung als
wabre Edyriftautlegung geboten mwird. «%.

£athers fefire von ben gtvei Reidjen. Unterfudt bon feinem Werftindnis ber

Bergprebigt qus. Ein Beitrag jum Problem ,Gefey und Evangeliume.

Bon Harold Diem. Ehr.-RaifersBerlng. Milndyen. 173 Seiten 6x9.
Rartoniert. Preis: RM. 3.50.

Diefe vortrefilihe Sdrift it Cuther die Frage beantworten, ob die Un:

meifungen und Forberungen ber Bergpredigt filr alle Ehriften berbindblidh find.

Die tdmifde Lehre ift, bah e8 fich Hier nidt um praecepta, fonbern um consilia
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banbelt, deren Befolgung die mdndifde Heifligleit juftanbe bringt. WUnbere bes
baupten, bak .al8 edyter Prophet FEus fih nidht um die Miglichleit einer Bers
wirflidhung, nidt um bie Vraudhbarleit bes8 Gebots Himmerter. (6. 20.) Die
LWiedertdufer und anbere SchlwErmer Halten diefe Univeifungen toohl flic bers
bindlid), .fallen aber ju fehr auf die vedte Seite und lehren, man folle nidis
Eigenes Haben, nidht fdyrodren, nicht Obrigleit nod)y Gericht Halten, nidt [Glgen
nod) berteibigen ufto.” (Wekmarer Ausgabe 823, 300 f. ©St. Qouifer Yusgabe 7,
349), und gehen alfo aud) mit felbfterioihiten Deltigleiten, mit mindifden DWere
fen, um, Der Teufel richtet durch fie falfhe gute Werle und erdidyiete Heilige
Ieit an* (L.c.). Da unterridhtet nun Quther die Ghriften aus Gottes MWort, bak
fie Bitrger in jwei Meiden find, dak fic als Viirger bes gditlidgen, geiftfiden
Reidyes alles Unredit Ieiden, aber als8 Bilrger ded Meltlichen Reiches dem Uncedit
toehren milffen. Luther fagt den aufrithrerifhen Vauern: ,Wollt ifc nun gdtts
lidy Mecht halten, wie ihr rithmet, twohlan, fo tut's. Da fehet’s, Gott [pridt:
,Dic Radye ift mein, ich wIll vergelten.« (8. ¥. 18, 308. St. 8. 16, 55) Gott
bat aber aud) die Obrigleit und anberes weltlidhes Regiment cingefet und bem
Ghriften al8 Bilrger, als Amtstrdger im weltlihen Reid), geboten, bem Bifen ju
lochren. Diem fagt: ,Der Ehrift darf nun einmal nidt qua Ehrift bas Gebot
der Bergpredigt (Ridytet nidht!*) aufer Kraft fegen. Ein anberes ift feine Grifeny
im Umt. Da muf er fogar richten undb dem fibel mwiberftehen. Gin anbered ift
feine Grifteny afé ,Perfon’. Da muf er fih bad Midjten verboten fein laffen.
(S.94.) ©eite 90: a8 ferner die ju Ileiftenden ,officia omnis generis bes
trifft, fo gibt ¢85 da fein Drilden von irgendeinem obrigleitlidhen Umt. Suther:
»Darum, wenn du fieheft, baf e8 an Henler, Vitttel, Ridyter, Herren und Filrfen
mangelt unb dbu bid) gefdjidt fiindeft, follft du bid) dasu erbieten und barum
toerben, auf baf ja dic notige Gewalt nidt veracdtet und matt toiicde ober uniers
ginge. (2. U. 11,254 St. L. 10,387.) Gine berartige Umisilbernahme feTiekt
ja leine lntreue gegenilber dem pecfdnfihen Ghriftenftand in fih. Denn in bem
Gall gingeft bu einber ganz in frembdem Dienft und Werlen. . .. Denn filr
did) felbft bleibft bu an bem Gvangelium und Haltft did nac) Ehrifi Wort,
baf bu gern ben anbern Badenftreic) leibeft ufio. UIfo gehet’s bann
beides fein miteinander, bafh du jugleid Gottes Reidh und
ber Welt Meich genugtuft duberlidh und inneclid, ugkid
fibel und Unvedit Tcibeft und bod) fibel und Unrecht firafeft; augleidy dem
1ibel nidyt widerfteheft und dodh widerfteheft. Denn mit dem einen fieheft du auf
bid) und auf ba8 Deine, mit dbem andern auf den Néadften und auf das Seine*
(L c.) — bier gebt’s nac) dbem Glauben, dort nad) ber Liebe.r — Berbinben aber
bie ®ebote ber Vergpredigt den Ghriften, bedingungslod und in vollftem Make,
muf; ba ber Ehrift nicht veraweifein? Gr Hat ja taufendmal das Gebot ,RMidtet
nidt* ufiw. tbectreten. Geiwib; nun aber befehrt uns Quther, bah bas Gefel
baju gegeben ift, bak 8 dben Menfchen jum Versweifeln bringe und ber Chrift in
baé Evbangelium getricben iverde, um dann in ber Rraft bes Evangeliums bie
Gebote immer befler au exfiilfen. 1inb bies, bie Qehre vom Unterfdhicd des Ges
fete8 unbd des8 Goangeliums, wird in unferm Bitdylein an ber Hand von Suthers
Sdriften fein bargelegt. — Trefflich find audy die Ausfilfrungen fiber die Anf:
gabe ber Dbrigleit und die PMiht bder Untertanen. .Gott Hat das weltlide
Regiment ber Bernunft unterorfen undb befohlen, teil ¢8 nidt der Seelen
el nody emwiged Gut, fondern allein leiblihe unb eitlidhe Gilter regieren foll.*
(28. ¥. 51, 243. ©t. £.5,857.) Ferner: ,Obecleit foll nidht rehren, mas jebers
mann lehren unbd glauben oill, e8 fei Goangelium ober Qilgen; ift genug, baj fie
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Uufrubr und Unfricden zu lehren toehet.s (¥8. 9. 18,298. ©t. 9.16,50.) .Das
Suthers Stellung: Die Obriglit, oud) wo fie in Wriftfiden Hinden iR,
veglest nidyt Uber bie Gemiffen; wohl aber mup fie allen fibergriffen in ifr Meid
um ber weltlidjen Ortdnung willen wehren; und folde fibergriffe liegen bort vor,
Mo Referel Jum Wufeuhr und gu dffentlider Cafterung wirh.” (6. 76.) — Der
E6rik gehordt auch den tounbeclichen Herren* und twicd feinem Uniwillen niemals
revolutionierenberiveife Suft madgen. . . . B[u einem aggreffiven revolutiondren
Widecftand fieht Quther auch bei Goangeliumsverfolgung feine biblifd begriins
bete Miglileit. (. 94.) — ,Aber voerBuchet sey aller gehorsam ynn ab-
grund der helle, so der oberkeit, vater und mutter, ja auch der kirchen
gehorsam ist, das er Gott ungehorsam sel. . . . Hie kenne ich widder
[weder] vater, mutter, freundschafft, oeberkeit oder Christliche Kirche."
(.. 28, 24) — Wom Rrieg fagt Quther: ,MWer Krieg anfingt, der ift uncedt,
und ift billig, bak der gejdylagen ober boch gulegt geftraft weebe, der am erften
bas Meffer judt.s Der Notlrieg aber, ,ber aus Mot und Jwang loird aufges
brungen, nadidem er ift von einem andern angegriffen®, ift berechtigt; unmbd ber,
ber mit qutem Gewiffen fih ju einem RNotlrieg berechtigt glaubt, foll alfo beten:
+Lieber HErr, mein Gott, du ficheft, dak iy muf Iriegen, wollt's ja gerne laffen;
aber auf bie redyte Urfadye baue iy nicht, fondern auf deine Gnabe und Barms
bensigleit.s (2. 9. 19, 645 . ©t. €. 10, 513 ff.) — Bom Hriftlichen Kreusyug”
foat Suther: ,Rber fiber alles betoegte midy, bah man unter Griftliden
Ramen wider die Tiirlen 3u ftreiten bornafhm, lefhrie und reiste, gerade als
follte unfer Volf ein Heer dber Ehriften Heifien wiber bie Tilelen, al8 widber Ehrifti
Geinbe, weldies ift ftrads mwiber Ghrifti Lchre und Namen.» (8. U. 30, IT, 111.
Gl-' £. 20, 2113.) — Jft Luther verantivortlid) filr bas fandesherrlidhe Nirdens
regiment? Und war er gar ,ein Fitcftentnedyt*? Unfer Vildlein 1akt Luther
darauf antmorten. ,Satan pergit esse Satan. Sub papa miscuit ecclesiam
politiae, sub nostro tempore vult miscere politiam ecclesiae. Sed nos
Tesistemus, Deo favente, et studebimus pro nostra virili vocationes dis-
tinclas servare. (Gnbers XV, 256.) ,Jeyt lehrt fidh bas Blatt um. Denn
man mad)t aus bem Fauftamt ein milndli) Amt, und ioollen die tweltliden
fereen bas geiftlige Regiment fiihren und den Predigtftuhl und RKirdhe regierenm,
ba iy predigen foll, a8 der Fiicft gern poct.r (. A. 46, 737. ©St. 8.7, 1791.)
Und: ,Wic milfen bas8 RKonfiftorium serreien; benn toir tvollen furjum bie
Juriften und Papft nicht drinnen Haben.s (V. U. T. N. 6, 344. St. L. 22, 1511.)
Unfer Yutor at fleifig in Quther gelefen unb im grofien umd gangen gut
gelefen. THh Gngelbder

Preparing Preachers to Preach. By R.Ames Montgomery, D.D., LL.D,,
professor of Homiletics, Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Chi-
cago. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.
249 pages, 5%X73%. Price, $1.75.

Here is a book which we recommend to our pastors for careful
reading, not merely because the subject of sermon-making requires
persistent study throughout their ministerial career and in this work
various authors ought to be considered, but because the volume before
us presents the subject in a novel, striking, and thorough manner, well
adapted to the needs of our time. Dr. Montgomery, a conservative Pres-
byterian theologian, advocates a return to such preaching as was in
vogue when ministers and congregations were still Christian and rever-
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enced the Gospel. Todnypmcb!nghnbeenedhedbytheﬂm
influence of the “new science” and affected by present-day “mechanistic
psychology,” so that now “the Bible must be restored to a place of
authority in preaching, from which it fell when we got rid of an inspired
Book” (p.23). Today also more than ever “personality values must
be given primary consideration when young are enrolled as candi-
dates for the Gospel ministry” (p.21). Lastly, “preaching must recover
the power of appeal” (p.26). Preaching must be textual, and to this
end the pastor’s constructive study must be carried on regularly and
systematically. Much of what the author writes will not be new to
our readers, but the entire presentation is new, fascinating, and con-
vincing. New material, however, is offered in these chapters: “The
Minister’s Study,” “What Is Effective Preaching?” “The Warrant for
Preaching,” “The Preparation of the Preacher,” “The Inspiration of the
Preacher,” “The Preparation of the People.” Other chapters are: “The
Eclipse and Relumination of Preaching,” “The Text,” “What to Observe
in the Use of the Text,” “The Sermon Subject,” “The Introduction of
the Sermon,” “The Sermon,” “The Conclusion,” “Essential Homiletic
Qualities of a Good Sermon,” “Style,” “Species, or Types, of Sermons.”
In short, here is an old, experienced professor of homiletics, a repre-
sentative of the “old school,” who nevertheless in a new, understanding
way tells our present generation of ministers what preachers of the
Gospel really should do to be faithful to their holy task. The very
fact that a non-Lutheran has written the book makes it all the more
interesting. We have heard that in many circles in our Church because
of the prevailing depression salaries, which render it almost impossible
for individual ministers to purchase new books, “reading clubs” have
been organized in which book expenses are pooled and the burden is
thus made light. Afterwards, in outstanding cases, books, annotated
by critical brethren, are thoroughly discussed at conferences, usually
under the guidance of a brother offering a formal, lengthy book re-
view. The plan is excellent, and Dr. Montgomery’s book is worthy of
such study. J. THEODORE MUELLER

The Son of God Rides On. Outlines on the Gospels of the Ancient
Church. By R.E. Golladay, A. M., D.D. The Lutheran Book Con-
cern, Columbus, O. 391 pages, 5%X7%. Price, $1.75.

Much painstaking and careful work has gone into the making of
this volume, presenting an abundance of sermon material on the familiar
Gospel-lessons of the ancient Church. Using this material will help the
preacher to present in a fresh way the old well-known Gospel pericopes.

We suggest that the preacher first carefully study his text and then
read what Golladay presents and use the material in the preacher’s
own outline. The pericope Matt. 20:1-16, for instance, is treated by Gol-
laday under the heading of “Work and Wages” and ends with the
question, “What kind of worker in God's kingdom am I? are you?”
The scope of this pericope is that salvation is not by merit but by
grace. To this Golladay calls attention, but his treatment of the text
does not make this fact stand out, and his climax in the conclusion
puts the emphasis where it does not belong. What the hearer ought
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t describe the sin against the Holy Ghost. To the
Matt. 22:1-14 Golladay gives this heading, “Why God Chooses Only
a Few." On pages 345 and 346 we read such statements as these: “He
gave man the power of choice. He permits man to exercise his power
of choice. . . . “God’s process of choosing men is in reality a process of
human self-elimination. Some do not care. Some keep on putting off.
Some become antagonistic. Some are too well satisfied with their own

£

own proffered gifts.” We are somewhat surprised that such synergistic
statements are still being printed at a time when we had reason to
believe that the synergistic doctrine of man's salvation had been
abandoned as unscriptural by the church-body of which the author is
a member, J.H.C. Frrrz

Wonderful —and Other Sermons. By William Ashley Sunday. Zonder-
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 126 pages, 5% X8.
Price, $1.00.

Billy Sunday was a Fundamentalist preacher, who in his own way
and l?flan with drastic emphasis preached sin and grace. This appears
also in the present volume, which has all the excellencies—and the
faults — that characterized the evangelist’s preaching. Some of his illus-
trations are dignified and fitting, others are on a lower level. The
author does not regard Baptism as a means of grace. On account of
the lack of a thorough theological training the author is guilty of other
lapses and inaccuracies, for which the charitable reader will make
allowances, as when he has no earthquake in connection with the resur-
rection of our Savior. P. E. KRETZMANN

The Implications of Public Confession. By Abraham Kuyper, D.D.,
LL.D. Translated from the Dutch by Henry Zylstra. Zondervan
;’sublilhing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 88 pages, 5%4X73. Price,

cts.

Some of Dr. Kuyper's books, like Women of the Old Testament and
Women of the New Testament, have been warmly welcomed, also in
Lutheran circles. The present book does not have such a general
appeal. It is a typically Reformed presentation of the way of reception
into church-membership. Many portions are definitely anti-Lutheran
and not in accordance with Holy Scripture. The author is opposed to
the Lutheran rite of confirmation and presents his views in statements

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1939



Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 10 [1939], Art. 87
880 Book Review — Siteratur

which are worthy of consideration, even if one does not admit the
correctness of the logical deductions which the author draws. He
states: “If a term is necessary, therefore, we could name the ‘receiving’
the ‘admission to making public confession’ This preliminary exami-

which one passes to public confession. Not the ‘being received’ but
the ‘public confession’ represents the holy and decisive moment for the
great decision of your life. . . . But there are those who would not
have it so. These wanted the event of ‘receiving’ to represent a touch-
ing and exciting ceremony. Hence this event was converted into what
the Lutherans had long made of it. The pastor and the elder ‘took’ the
confession. Later the Church ‘confirmed’ it.” (P.59f) While the argu-
ments of the author will not hold, there is much in its presentation that
might well be kept in mind by the Lutheran pastor who tries to keep
the work of indoctrination from degenerating into a mere form.
P. E. KRETZMANN

Prayer-Meetings that Made History. By Basil Miller. 104 pages, 5X7%.
The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. Price, $1.00.

The author tells of fourteen remarkable fulfilments of prayer,
changing the life of individuals, inaugurating world-wide missionary or
charitable movements, etc. Many of these interesting and faith-
strengthening results of prayer may be used by the pastor in the pulpit,
in his Bible class, or on other occasions. Not all movements, however,
described by the author were unmitigated blessings. Faith in their
Savior and His promises prompted the prayers of these people, and
Christ heard them. But in only too many instances the erroneous views
held by them caused them to undo much of the good that Christ
would have accomplished through them had they followed His Word
exclusively instead of permitting their own mistaken notions to influence
their actions. TH. LAETSCH
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