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Book Review — Siteratur

All books reviewed In this periodical may be procured from or through Cen-
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louls, Mo.

Dod Bud) ber Fiihrung. Kap. 36—50 des erfien Budyes Mofe. Fiir Freunde
und Beriidyter ber Bibel ausgelegt bon Mag. Helmut Frey. 1939. Galtver
Yereinsbud)handlung, Stuttgart. 232 Seiten 53 X% 8%. Preis: RM.4.00,

Begeidmend fiic ben Inhalt dicfes Budies, bas auf dbas ,Budy ber Unfinge*
besfelben Verfaffers folgt, ift fhon bie Widbmung .Filr Freunde und Berddler
der Vibel ausqelegts. Bejeidmend ift aud) die Vermerlung in der Ginfilhrung
jum Bud), dafy der ,Wiberftand ded einft Hiftorifdy=Tritifd eingeftellten Verfaffers
an ber Madyt der Schrift jerbrochen ifts. Der Grundgedanle des BVerfoffers, in

Gregefe und Ausfilbrung, ergibt fih ausd feiner cigenen Darlegung: ,Charalies

riftijdy filr ,Das Vudy der Fiihrung* ift, dah darin — beutlicer vieleidyt alf in

cinem anbern Teil der Bibel — bie Hanblung in ifren Hiftorijden Linien durds
fihtig wird fiir ewige Linien der Reidsgottespolitif, bak in den Schidjalen der
banbelnden und feidenden Perfonen urbildhaft die Wege Ehrifti und feiner Ges
meinde und ihr Kampf hervortreten.” (S.10.) (8 1will uns fdyeinen, daf in bes
jug auf bem lefiten Punlt die Unwendung des8 Verfaffers mandymal allegorifies
rend ift; aber e5 ift trofdem flar, Dok das Bud) durdjiveg bon bem Standpunit
cined bibelgldubigen Gelehrien aus gefchricben ift, und jiwar cines Gelehrten, ber
ouf Grund bes rtertes feine Gregefe bictet. Jeber Abjdmnitt wicd mit einer
todrtlidyen {iberfefung crdfinet, an die fih cine turye Grilirung onfdlicgt. Die
wtheologifhe Befinnung bietet die Anmwendung bdes Verfaffers, und hier nnen
it ihm dfter nidyt folgen. Befonbers widytig 1ft die Ubhandlung fiber schiloh in

Gen. 49, das ber Verfafjer mit Lder Rubevolle* ilberfefhjt. Gr nimmt bdabei voll

und gany die meffianijhe Deutung der Stelle an. Jeber Paftor, ber fidh iber:

baupt nody mit Gregefe befdhiftigt, und Befonders jeder, der nod) auf Grund bek

Urtegtes intenfive Studien treibt, wird in diejem Budye eine Fillle wwectvollen

Materials finden. P. G Keegmann

Dad erfte Samuelisbnd). BVon Hans Asmuffen. Ehr.-Raifer=Berlag, Wilnden.
174 Seiten 6x9. Preis: RM. 3.70. RKartoniect.

UAsmuffens Auslegung des erften Samuclidbudys fann unfern Paftoren warm
empfoblen twerben, wenn wic audy nidt alfen Ansfithrungen des Vecfaffers bei:
ftimmen. {iber bic Methode feimer Auslequng fdhreibt der Verfaffec in feinem
Borwort dic folgenden beherjigenStoerten Worte: ,E8 ift cine in der Ehriften:
Deit feit alters geiibte Grlenntnis, die meines Wiffens nie fo Har ivie in ber
Meformationszeit ausgefprodhen toorden ift, dah bie Heilige Sehrift feldft der
Weg ju ibhr ift; denn fie legt fich felbft aus. Nidyt die Vorberftindniffe, die wic
von ihr haben fonnem, find entfdheibend, fondern bas ift entfdeibend, ob it
bereit find, auj bie Heilige Schrift ju Horen und fie ju fragen, was fie und ju
erjdblen hat und toeldhes Jiel fie wohl damit verfolgt. Denn bariiber fann jo
nur fie felbft authentij)y Auslunft erteifen. Aus diefem Grunbde liegt jo biel
baran, daf ber Wortlaut der Schrift in feinem cinfiltigen BVerftande genommen
wird. Die nddften Generationen in der Kirdie werben babon Ieben oder baran
fterben, ob Prediger ober Hiver des Wortes da find, die fih sunddft cinfod) da:
mit jufricden geben, auf die Sehrift ju Horen.s (S.7.)
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Leider befolgt ber Werfaffer nidht immer feinen Grunbdfaf, fo twenn er .84
von einer wictliden Mbglichleit de8 Falles bet FEfu Verfudhung rebet. Uud ift
1 €am. 14, 36 nifit von ciner Ginmifung bes Pricfters bie Mede. (S. 91.)
Wmuffen fat aud) fein Medyt, die Weisfagung Samuels, feiner Schitler und
Sauls mit Rafecei yu identifisieren. (S.127.) Gr redet von ciner Madt, Ldie
nad) bem Wortlaute bes Tertes jener andern Madyt nahe verwandt fein muf,
bie Saul jeweils yur Maferei bringt. (18, 10) Das Mertiwiirdige ift, dah fie
bier al8 die Madyt erfdeint, weldje bon Samuel und feinen @enoffen Befif ex=
geiffen bat: Samuel iweisfagt (raft) an der Spie einer Prophetenjdar, bdie
tbenfo Ivfe er fm Juftande der Weisfagung (der Raferel) fidy befindets. Ju diefer
Uulegung gibt ber Wortlaut dem Berfaffer dburdjaus fein Redit, ebenfolenig
bie Gefenius:Buhl in feinem Worterbud) das Mecht Hat, als jieite Bedeutung
beS Hitpael von K3, Hrafen”, aufsufithren. UIS cingige Belegftelle filhrt Gefenius
1 Sam. 18, 10 an und vergleidyt Jer. 20, 26; aber toeder die Tatfade, bah Saul
icisfogte, 1 Sam. 18, 10, nody baf Propheten und Verriidte auf gleidhe Stufe ge:
ftellt 1erden, Jer. 20, 26, beweifit, baf weisfagen jemals rafen Heiht. Dab
bez gottlofe Saul weisjagte, fommt von demfelben (ott, ber durd) ben gottlojen
Raiphas propheyeite, und in Jer. 29, 26 ift 8 cin Feind des von Gott gefandten
Propheten Jeremias, der Propheten und Verriidte jufommenficllit. Sind etwa
reditfchaffene dhriftliche Prediger unferer Jeit BVerrildte, Verdbummende, blof tweil
fie bon den Feinden Ghrifti fo betitelt werden? 1ns twunbert biefe Jdentifizies
Tung Usmufiens um fo mehr, alg er gleid) im nidften Saf fdreibt: ,IWas Bier
cigentlidy qefdhieht, roird nidyt niher gefagt. Der Lefer unferer Tage abhnt €3
nidt cinmals Alfo ber Wortlaut bes Terted berechtipt midht 3u diefer JIdentis
fislerung. Dod) halten uns die Mingel bed8 Vudyes nidyt ab, ¢8 als wirllidh
antegendeS und in den reiden Jnbalt diefes nidyt alljuoft behanbelten Budyes
ber Deiligen Schrift cinfilhrendes Werl unfern Lefern gu empfehlen.

TH Qat{d
Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to the Galatians by Martin Luther.
A new abridged translation by Theodore Graebner, D. D., Professor
of Philosophy and New Testament Interpretation, Concordia Semi-
nary, St. Louis, Mo. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids,
Mich. 282 pages, 5%2X8. Price, $1.95.

What evangelical Christian will not rejoice when he hears that
Luther's Commentary on Galatians is now available in a modern, very
readable version? Since articles dealing with this classic of Luther have
not long ago appeared in the CoNcorpia THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY, it is not
necessary for us to dwell on the historical circumstances and the in-
fluence of this great work. From the preface we ought to take over
nevertheless these introductory remarks: This epistle was his favorite
among all the Biblical books. In his ‘Table Talks' the saying is recorded:
‘The Epistle to the Galatians is my epistle. To it I am, as it were, in
wedlock. It is my Katherine! Much later, when a friend of his was
preparing an edition of all his Latin works, he remarked to his home
circle: ‘If I had my way about it, they would republish only those of
my books which have doctrine, my Galatians, for instance.” The lectures
which are preserved in the work herewith submitted to the American
public were delivered in 1531. They were taken down by John Roerer,
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who held something of a deanship at Wittenberg University and who
was one of Luther’s aids in the translation of the Bible. Roerer took
down Luther’s lectures, and this manscript has been preserved to the
present day, in a copy which contains also additions by Veit Dietrich
and by Cruciger, friends of Roerer’s, who with him attended Luther's
lectures. In other words, these three men took down the lectures which
Luther addressed to his students in the course of Galatians, and Roerer
prepared the manuscript for the printer. A German translation by Justus
Menius appeared in the Wittenberg edition of Luther’s writings, pub-
lished in 1539.”

Scholars are agreed that among the epistles of St Paul Galatians
holds a very prominent place. In saying this, we, of course, do not wish
to imply that this book is inspired in a higher degree than the other
epistles of the apostle; we merely wish to say that on account of the
topic treated in it and its elaboration the letter is peculiarly important
St. Paul here defends, in words burning with indignation against false
teachers and at the same time aglow with the deepest love for his
spiritual children that have been misled, the doctrine of justification
by grace through faith, the very doctrine through the triumphant preach-
ing and defense of which Luther inaugurated the reformation of the
Church. Luther’s comments on this work, coming as they do from
a heart which had passed through the severest struggles and had found
peace in the message of St.Paul, are the best human means we have of
taking the student into the very depths of the apostle’s thought and ex-
plaining his message to him.

Luther is not easy to translate. His speech is so individualistic that
one often despairs of being able to give an adequate rendering. A mis-
take which is frequently made is too close adherence to the letter of
the original, with the result that the version is awkward, clumsy, un-
idiomatic in its English, and difficult to understand. Whoever translates
Luther should make up his mind not to be slavishly literal and thus
spoil the book for the reader by a poor English style. The version be-
fore us makes good reading, we are happy to say. The sentences are
short, the English is fluent, and one has no difficulty in apprehending the
meaning. One more word of explanation is necessary. The translation
before us does not give us Luther’s entire commentary, which in the
Weidman edition fills 733 octavo pages. The translator had to make a
selection. He omitted sentences which contained mere repetitions or not
absolutely necessary amplifications, thus greatly reducing the size of the
work and adding to its usefulness for the ordinary reader. The preface
states that Dr. Graebner had the very material assistance of Pastor
Mabhler of Geneva, N.Y., in the preparation of this volume. W.ArNpr

Karl Barth’s Idea of Revelation. By P. H. Monsma, Th. B, Fh.D.
Somerset Press, Inc., Somerville, N. J. 218 pages, 612X%%.
In view of the fact that many ministers are now becoming interested
in the study of Barthianism, we suggest to them (especially to beginners)
this fine presentation of the fundamental Barthian concept, viz., that of
revelation. The Barthian idea of revelation is his premise;
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else is only corollary. There are in the main three reasons why we
prefer Monsma’s excellent monograph to other works on Barth. In the
first place, it confines itself to one topic but treats that basic and
expansive topic thoroughly. In the second place, Dr.Monsma per-
sonally attended Barth's Dogmatische Sozietzet during the winter semester
of 1033—1934; besides, he was enabled to study Dr. Istvan Joeroek’s
(Hungarian) biographical sketch of his teacher, containing material
largely obtained at first hand from Barth himself, and so he came into
close contact with the famous dialectician. For Dr. Barth the author
shows a strong feeling of personal affection and esteem; his dialectic
theology, however, he severely condemns as at variance with historic
Calvinism. Dr. Monsma himself studied at Calvin College (Grand
Rapids), Michigan University (philosophy), Calvin Seminary (theology),
Princeton Seminary (theology), Bonn University (theology), and Colum-
bia University, where he obtained his Ph.D. in philosophy and Religions-
geschichte. His work is divided into three parts, the first showing the
“origin and development of Barth’s theology (100 pages),” the second,
“Barth's idea of revelation (64 pages),” and the third, a “résumé and
critique” (28 pages), while the remainder of the book is devoted to the
extensive “References” and “Bibliography.” In the third place,
Dr. Monsma really tries to make Barth intelligible to the average
readers, employing simple, lucid language and proceeding in short, easy
stages to the climax of his monograph. As a help for beginners it
surpasses anything which so far has been written on Barth in our country.
Barth's Werdegang via his own father, theologian Fritz Barth (Die
Hauptprobleme des Lebens Jesu, surrendering vital parts of the Christian
faith), Schlatter, Ritschl, Harnack, Herrmann, Kant, Troeltsch, Schweitzer,
Blumhardt, Kutter, Thurneysen, Kierkegaard, Calvin, Luther, supplied
Barth with a number of theological ideas that were hurled at his puzzled
theological reading public in his Roemerbrief and other works. Barth
attracted Conservatives by his ‘pious phrases, borrowed from Luther and
Calvin, charmed the Liberals by his frequent departure from historic
Christian theology, and mystified all by his dialectical modus demon-
strandi. From beginning to end (and today he has lost much of his
popularity in continental Europe) he was a Religionsphilosoph rather
than a theologian, and more and more this modern theologian is com-
pelled by the logic of his system to go over to the Modernists. Dr. Monsma
shows very clearly that Barth's idea of revelation is “threatened with
collapse,” indeed, that it fails at every point of application to the
Christian doctrine. J. THEODORE MUELLER

The God whom We Ignore. By John Kennedy. The Macmillan Com-
pany, New York. 260 pages, 5%X7%. Price, $2.00.

This is another book among the thousands published in our day
which by the use of pious phraseclogy makes it appear that it is
preaching a religion that is Christian, while in reality it is not. Evi-
dently the old-time creeds, founded upon the Bible as upon the un-
erring Word of God, are not the creeds of the writer of this book.
We take this from his own words. He says:
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“This old-time ‘science,’ or cosmogony, can be traced all through the
Bible, is latent in our Psalms, and indeed many of our hymns, and is the
basis on which were framed the old-time creeds. What are we to do
about it? We must simply regard it as the setting into which revelation
had to fit, but not as revelation itself. We do not throw away a rich
jewel as worthless because its setting is old-fashioned. We may either
use it in its old setting or place it in a new setting. That depends very
largely on our temperament. If we are so sophisticated that we cannot
think historically, we may frame new creeds and write new hymns to
express our conviction that God is revealed in Christ, and for some
people that may be a real help. But we cannot rewrite the Bible or
repudiate many of our old-time hymns without throwing away as worth-
less some classical religions jewels.” (Pages 102, 103.)

In the chapter on “The Significance of Jesus” we expect to find, if
anywhere in the book, a clear, clean-cut statement in reference to the
deity of Christ and His real saviorhood in becoming the sinner’s Sub-
stitute. But this is what we found:

“The quality of eternal life is made manifest in Jesus. That quality
is made manifest in the redeeming acts of Jesus. We see His whole life
as an act of redemption, in thought, word, and deed. We see in Him
what seems to us to be an overplus of energy spending itself freely for
the temporal and eternal good of men, but which is for God a manifesta-
tion of His inexhaustible sufficiency. It is in that light we must regard
the miracles of Jesus. The divine spirit is not straitened. God has not
used Himself up in the creation and maintenance of the world. There
is inexhaustible power in the living God, which seeks to pour itself out
in beneficence to man. Jesus forces us to give up our notion of the
universe as a closed system and to feel the power of the living God,
who is above all things and in them and expressing His own nature as
redeeming love in every channel open to His grace. In Jesus we see
the redemptive activity of God. We behold the Father. We break
through phenomena to the God behind the phenomena and find Him
revealed not as Universal Indifference but as Redemptive Love. It is
the life surrendered to the God so revealed and which is energized by
the redemptive spirit that possessed the Man of Nazareth which is the
Christian life and that is life indeed. The Christian life therefore is the
life of union with God, the life of the surrendered will and mind and
heart to the goodness and truth and beauty we find in Jesus.” (Pages
93—95.)

Christ's work according to Dr. Kennedy was an “overplus of energy
spending itself freely for the temporal and eternal good of men but
which is for God a manifestation of His inexhaustible sufficiency.”
According to the Scriptures “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse
of the Law, being made a curse for us,” Gal. 3:13.

As in the days of Christ, so today we have in the churches “blind
leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall
into the ditch,” Matt.15:14. Says the Savior: “In vain do they worship

Me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of men,” Matt. 15:9.
J.H.C.Farz
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Lutheriflhe Rirde Dent{Glands — wohin®? Bon §. Ricken, Pafor in Hans
nober. Berlag bed Sdyriftenvereind (. Kldrner), Jwidau. 48 Seiten
5%%9. Preis: RKartoniert, RM. 1.20.

Wir haben hier eine treffliche Darlegung der Schriftiehre von dem Wefen und
ber Wufgabe ber Rirche und eine fdjarfe Abweifung der falfdhen Sehre der romas
nificcenden Qutbecaner, die bas Wefen der Rirdje aus der unfidhtbaren Gemeins
[§eft der Glaubenden in bie fichtbare Gemeinfdiaft der Belennenden berlegen
und loeiterhin die Rirdye nicht andbers femnen ald Unftalt, duberen Organismus.
Wenn nun ,das Wefen der RKirdhe aus ber unfichtbaren Gemeinjdhaft der Glaus
benben in die fitbare Gemeinfdhaft ber Befennenden berlegt wird, fo ergibt fidh
daraus die Notwendigleit, aud) die Deudyler und Seyeinchriften, die mali und
improbi, bie teifjaben an ber externa societas rituum, ju twabhren Gliedern der
Rirde yu echeben, . . . wenigftens, wie TH. Harnad fih ausbrildt, ju ,paffiven
@fidern‘*, Man fudyt .eine unmodglide Situation in der RKirde, ndmlidy bie
Duldung offenbaren 1llnglaubens und offenbarer Gottlofigleit, dogmatijdy und
moralijh) vor fidy felbft su rechtfertigen. 1ind twas die Definition der Kirde ald
»Anftalt* beteifit (Vilmar: , Die Kicvde ift nidt cine Gejellidaft,
nidit ein Haufe glaubiger Menjdyen . . ., fondern bie Kirdhe ift bon dorn:
herein cin [ebendiger Organismus, cin aus JInftituten, Verufen,
fimtern und Stinben geglicberter OrganiSmus, und jwac ift fie bas bon Gottr),
fo bertwedyfelt man nidyt nur die Aufgabe der RKirdye mit dbem Wefen der RKirdye,
forbern 5 ift aud) babhin gefommen, dah man bie YAufgabe der Kirdye falidy auf:
fot. Dok Sclagwort ift: nidt Freilivdye, fondern Boltstirde! Run
abec Lfoll ¢8 fic) bek der BVoltetirdye wm eine Kird)e Handeln, bie nid)t nur an
bas Voll jid) wenbdet, fonbern bie dbas gamye Wolt umfaffen will und bie
¢ barum nidht mur mit dem cingelnen Menjdyen im Volt, jondern ugleid) aud
irgendwie mit bem BVoll als Ganjem ju tun Hhaben will~
Ban fagt auf jener Seite, dah .die Kirdye fich nidyt befdhrantt und bejdhranten
fonn auf bic Velehrung eingelner~ (bas ift alfo die Sammlung der
@ldubigen!), fonbern die ,Durddringung des BVoltslebens mit den Lebenslrdften
bes Goangeliums* im Auge hHoben muf. . . . Wenn die Kirde nidyt in einem
Jenjeits fern in den Wollen fdjioeben, fondern ihren Sify im Ceben, ihre Wirt:
lidteit in dicfer Gefdyichte Haben will, bann muf fie aud) in dicfe Welt und ifhre
Gejdyidyte, in unfer wie in jebes BWolf eingehen und alfo BVollsticdje mwerben”.
fifnlihe Stimmen Hort man ja aud) Hier in Amerila. Und da wollen wir uns
bon P, Rirften fagen lafjen, daf .cine folhe Vollslirde ald Maffentivde fidy eben
nur redtfertigen lipt, folange man bas TWefen bder RKirdye ald congregatio
sanctorum (Gemeinde ber Heiligen) ausbriidlid) verfeugnet und fie nur anfieht
als Unftalt filc den Glauben und fo fichtbare und unfidhtbare Kirdje auseinanbers
reifte. — (8 fei nod) barauf Hingewiefen, bafs die Unficherheit und Verworrenheit
in der Qehre von der Kirde jum grohen Teil bavon berrilhrt, bak man das
Sdyriftpeingip hat fahren laffen und dafiir die GErlebnistheologie eingetanjdt bat.
Qifmar: ,Dogmatif ift derjenige Teil ber Theologie, welher die gbttlidhen Tats
foden der Gridfung bes Menjdengefdhlechts bacftellt, fo wie diefelben
bon ber Griftlidhen Rirche erfabhren und aufgefafht werden.
« » « Die fubjeltive Duelle der Dogmatil tann nidhts anderes fein als
die Grfahrung, bie perfonlidge Beteiligung an jenen gdttlidgen Tatfaden.
- « « Die weiteren Grfohrungen, die noh vor uns fiegen, besichen fih auf basd
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Wefen der Kirdhe und auf die leften Dinge, die GEdatologie.” IR 8 ¢in
Wunbder, daf dic Theologen, die darauf toacten, baf bie .Erfohrung” Lidit in bie
Lehre bon der Rirdje bringt, mittlerieile nidyt wiffen, ie fie dran find?

Th Gngelber

Psychiatry. By Jacob D.Mulder, S.B., M.D. 170 pages, 5%X8. Eerd-
mans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $150. Order
from Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo.

We are very glad that a book of this nature has been published. The
author describes the twenty-two classes of mental disturbances accord-
ing to the classification adopted by the American Psychiatric Association
and listed in Dr. Fritz’s Pastoral Theology on page 214. He also illus-
trates the more common types of psychoses by “case histories,” in which
the patient’s own words are used whenever possible. He adds, however,
the warning: “Do not try to reach your own conclusions on the basis of
information obtained in this treatise. In any case of what appears to be
mental disturbance a qualified psychiatrist should always be consulted.
The field of psychiatry is large, obscure, and full of difficult problems,
even to the specialist.” The author writes from the Christian viewpoint.
While we do not agree with him in limiting “demonism as the New
Testament speaks of,” “to that age of special miracles,” we rejoiced to
read his frank endorsement of the Scriptural doctrine of total depravity.
“The problem why the mental patient evidences in thought, speech, and
actions, besides the abnormal which could be expected, so much that is
morally wrong, is a dreadful reality daily brought to our attention. The
intelligence in mental disturbance is sick and no longer a safe guide;
but why should the outflow of thought so frequently tend toward evil?
Pride, jealousy, irritability, stubbornness, indolence, cursing, assault, and
even murder are frequently observed. The only explanation is God's
conclusion in regard to man at the time of the Flood, ‘For the imagination
of man’s heart is evil from his youth,’ Gen.8:21; or, as a certain modern
philosopher exclaimed, “There is no crime so black but what its roots
are found in every human heart’” (P.156.) THEO. LAETSCH

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-list
correct. The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased.
Under present regulations we are subject to a “fine” on all parcels mailed to an
incorrect address, inasmuch as we must pay 2 cents for every notification sent
by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical which Is undeliverable because no
forwarding address is available or because there has been a change of address.
This may seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have subscribers
getting three or more of our periodicals and considering our large aggregate
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quite a sum during
a year; for the postmaster will address a notification to each individual periodical.
Our subscribers can help us by notifying us — one notification (ml card, costing
only 1 cent) will take care of the addresses for several publica We shall be
very grateful for your cooperation.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain whether your
subscription has expired or will soon expire. “Aug 39" on the label means that
Yyour subscription has expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly
in order to avold interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before the
address label can show change of address or acknowledgment of remittance.

When paying your subscription, please mention name of publication desired
and exact name and address (both old and new, if change of address is requested).

Concoroza Puswisming House, St. Louls, Mo.
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