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by men in keeping with changing times and conditions and religious
views. We agree with Luther when he says: “Of what use or need
in the world would a Church of God be if it would waver and be
uncertain in its words and propose something new every day, now
give, now take?” (Wider Hans Wurst, XVII:1680-86.) “Now give,
now take” — how characteristic of unionism! We will have none of
this destructive uncertainty but join Luther in his classic declara-
tion to the skeptic Erasmus: “The Holy Spirit is no skeptic; He has
not written an uncertain illusion in our hearts but a strong, great
conviction that does not let us waver and (God willing) will not
let us waver in the future, but which (God be praised) makes us
as certain as we are convinced that we are now living in our natural
life or that two and three are five.” (De Servo Arbitrio, XVIII:
2058-66.)

Of this divine conviction our Church gives evidence in its
official Confessions and its attitude toward them. We have our
splendid Lutheran Confessions and our Church pledges itself to
them, stands firmly on them, and accepts them unreservedly and
whole-heartedly. Our Church is a confessional Church. “But,”
our opponents cry, “how does that agree with your sonorous decla-
ration that you stand on the Scriptures only, that you reject man-
made doctrines and forms? Are you not, after all, also accepting
the Scriptures in the sense in which certain men view and interpret
them? Your Pope is the Lutheran Confession.” Not at all. We do
not accept the Confessions because we acknowledge the superior
wisdom and learning of Luther and the others who formulated
them, but again because the doctrines taught in the Confessions
are the pure Word of God, because the Confessions agree in all
points with the Word of God. We need no confessions for our
salvation. We have the Word of God. But the Confessions serve
our faith only because they confess God’s Word. And it is well to
have a banner, a declaration of faith by which all men may know
us, and a comprehensive statement whereby we may try and test
doctrines. Therefore the Formula of Concord says: “But what has
thus far been said concerning the summary of our Christian doc-
trine is intended to mean only this, that we should have a unani-
mously accepted, definite, common form of doctrine, which all our
evangelical churches together and in common confess, from and
according to which, because it has been derived from God's Word,
all other writings should be judged and adjusted as to how far they
are to be approved and accepted.” (F.ofC., p.855, § 10.) This
statement clearly indicates also that confessions have become neces-
sary because of false teachers, against whom it is well to have
a unanimously accepted, definite, common form of doctrine.

To these Confessions we subscribe. We require of our con-
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gregations to subscribe to them. Our congregations require of
their pastors and teachers that they subscribe to them and that
they do so without reservation. We are not satisfied with a so-
called quatenus subscription, i. e., with the promise of a person to
teach according to these Confessions in so far as they contain
divine truths. That means exactly nothing. In that sense one can
also subscribe to the Koran, since it also teaches, e. g., that there
is a God. We demand a quia subscription, i.e., a man must sub-
scribe to the Confessions because the doctrines there taught are
the Word of God. Such a declaration on the part of the preacher
binds him, as is proper, to the Word of God, and gives the congre-
gation the assurance that he will teach the pure Word of God
and not, under cover of a qualified subscription, error and rank
Modernism. And so our stand on the Confessions again is evidence
of the conviction that we are the true visible Church, because we
publicly and privately confess His Word only. This being the case,
we must of course refuse fellowship to such churches as reject our
Confessions, because in so doing, they are rejecting the Word
of God.

It might seem superfluous to state that our Church is the true
visible Church not only because it has, but also because it teaches,
preaches, and publicly confesses the true Word and administers
the Sacraments according to Christ's institution. Yet that is not
as superfluous as it might seem, because there are churches that
publicly and officially profess adherence to God’s Word and the
Lutheran Confessions, but whose practises do not agree with their
professions. Such a Church is naturally not a true Lutheran
Church or a true visible Church. But we thank God that He has
given us the courage also steadfastly to teach and practise accord-
ing to our principles. We demand that all of our churches not
only have but also confess the truth, the whole divine truth, and
that our professors, pastors, and teachers preach and teach it; and
if they fall into error, we deal with them in a brotherly, yet firm
way, and if they persist in their error, our fellowship with them
ceases. That is Scriptural, charitable, and consistent with our
conviction that we are the true visible Church because we have
the whole saving truth. But truth cannot tolerate error. If we
acted otherwise, we ourselves should cease to be the true visible
Church.

About one hundred years have passed since our Saxon fathers
came to this country. They were convinced that the true Lu-
theran Church is the true visible Church of God on earth. They
did not arrive at this conviction lightly or presumptuously but only
after they had passed through deep waters of spiritual affliction
and after having made a painstaking study of the matter. It was
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