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Miscellanea

A Prominent Presbyterian Speaks of Colleges, Seminaries,
Ministers, and Laymen

One of the most eminent Presbyterian divines of today is Dr.Mark
A. Matthews of Seattle, Wash. Writing on the recent General Assembly
of his church-body, the 150th, he glides into general ohservations of
importance. His remarks will be found interesting and in some respects
challenging. His article appeared in the Presbyterian of July 7.

“We have some fifty-odd so-called Christian colleges in America,
but perhaps we have not a single real Christian college. Because
a college teaches the Bible two or three hours a week does not make
it a Christian college. It must major in the Bible, in Christianity, and
in Christian experiences in order to reach the standard of a real Chris-
tian college. We should combine many, strengthen those that are worth
while, and bring them to perfection.

‘We have too many seminaries. We should have only three. Prince-
ton is one of the greatest seminaries in the world and should be endowed
and prepared to educate our boys. We need a seminary in the Middle
West, perhaps in Chicago. The Chicago seminary should be made perfect.
We also need a Western seminary, and perhaps the seminary at San
Francisco should have all the assistance necessary to make it a standard
seminary. All the seminaries should be required to force their studenis
to master the English Bible, to study the technique of evangelism, and
to learn how to manage and direct churches. Students that come out
of the seminaries today are not competent to handle churches, because
they have not been trained in that art. There ought to be a clinic
in every seminary teaching methods and technique of Christian work.
Had the seminaries taught the method of Christian work and had they
trained Christian workers, there would not have arisen in this country
the multiplicity of irresponsible schools purporting to do that kind
of work.

“There ought to be a chair in every seminary teaching methods and
technique and charged specifically with the duty of training Christian
workers. Not on the theory that those Christian workers are to go
out in the world and make it a profession or on the theory of vesting
them with authority commensurate with the minister’s, but they ought
to be trained to do the work.

“Every student in every seminary should be sent out of the seminary
in his third year and put under the care of some competent, successful
pastor who knows how to handle a church. That young man
be trained by that minister for a year, then sent back to the seminary
for his graduation. Literally, he should be made to be a hewer of wood
and a drawer of water. The average minister does not know anything
about time-keeping, appointments, or the science and genius of real
work. But he could get that under some qualified pastor who would
drive him and teach him to work.
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The seminaries ought to have produced Hodges, Greens, Pattons, and
Wnrleld:tohhthephceo!thosehuoesofﬂ:eput. Let us begin now
to fill our chairs with the products of our own seminaries.

“The churches are suffering today because self-starting, up-starting
laymen are trying to dictate and run the churches. That cannot be
done; it is not according to God’s plan. But perhaps they are trying
fo do this because the ministers are not properly trained.

“The churches are making a great mistake in being relieved of the
ministers who have passed a certain age, but who possess experience
and understanding of human nature. Express your appreciation of your
ministers and of all Christian workers who are doing their duty and
doing it well. Encouragement is worth a great deal. We have gone
too far in dismissing from service men because they have reached
a certain age. That is silly, unchristian, and very expensive. A man
ought to do his best work before he is sixty-five, that is if he has
learned how to work before sixty-five. The last General Assembly
recorded the loss of many of its most efficient men because of an arbitrary
age rule. Let us correct that foolishness. It smacks too much of the
decadent, decaying, bankrupting business world. Encourage the men
who are doing the work, support them, sustain them, and make it pos-
Eible for them to do better work. The last General Assembly either
In practise, sentiment, or action brought these facts forcibly to our
attention.” A.

Concerning Purgatory

Assist the Souls in Purgatory is the title of a pamphlet put out by
the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo., with the
episcopal imprimatur. It tells the Catholic all about purgatory, and it
tells us from what sources the Catholics get their theology and on what
they base their hope of salvation. We read: “Our Divine Savior once
said to Ven.Marie Lataste: ‘You can do nothing more pleasing to God
than to aid the suffering souls’ And to St.Gertrude our Lord said:
‘Every prayer, howsoever poor it may be, if said for the souls in pur-
gatory, is acceptable to Me on account of the great desire I have for
their release. . . ' St.Thomas Aquinas says: ‘The least pain in pur-
gatory is greater than the greatest suffering in this world’ St.Mary
Magdalen de Pazzi, who in spirit beheld these sufferings, says that all
the torments and tortures of the martyrs and the most intense fire on
earth are like a pleasure-garden compared to purgatory. Many souls
must suffer there a long time. Numerous souls who had been in pur-
gatory twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years and even longer, appeared to
_Bl-hneu of the Blessed Sacrament. There is no doubt that the suffer-
ing souls love God with glowing love and are perfectly satisfied to
suffer; also that the Blessed Virgin, the angels, and saints visit them
and console them. . . . Christ Himself appeared to St.Catherine of
Siena and revealed to her that she had obtained hundreds of great

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol9/iss1/72



Arndt: Miscellanea

770 Miscellanea

graces through the intercession of these holy souls. A certain poor
soul said to Bl Frances of the Blessed Sacrament: ‘We, too, recommend
your needs to God. Whenever a person remembers us, we all remember
him before God and obtain graces for him, especially the grace to serve
God faithfully, to avoid sin, and the grace of a happy death’ St. Bridget
relates that she once heard many souls praying, ‘O God, reward those
who help us in our misery”’ St. Alphonsus Liguori and Cardinal Bel-
larmine are of the opinion that the poor souls may be invoked. . . .
Among the suffering souls there is a class which is seldom recom-
mended to the prayers of the faithful, namely, the souls of deceased
priests. Our Divine Lord once spoke to Ven. Marie Lataste: ‘My
daughter, pray much for my priests, for they are entirely too little
prayed for. Too often the faithful forget that it is their duty to pray
for priests, who are their fathers as regards their salvation’ We read
in the life of Bl Frances of the Blessed Sacrament that two Popes,
many bishops, and especially a great number of priests appeared to her,
begging her assistance. . . . Many departed souls have appeared to
their benefactors to express their gratitude and to assure them of their
intercession in heaven. Let us resolve to be especially charitable towards
departed priests. Parents also whose sons are preparing for the priest-
hood should be most charitable towards souls of deceased priests. This
will aid their sons to become good priests, worthy ministers of the
altar. . . . Mary, the saints, and the guardian angels of the souls that
are delivered will be eternally grateful to us if we succor the holy
souls. . . . Let us often make acts of the love of God; these interior
acts are of unspeakable value. ‘Every act of love merits life eternal,’
says St.Thomas. . . . The Benedictine Sisters pray day and night
without intermission before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed.
Besides having the names of the departed inscribed, living persons may
beemolledandlikewisesbminnﬂtbeHolme,Cmmunm
prayers, and good works heretofore mentioned, that they may thereby
obtain the grace of final perseverance, of worthily receiving the last
sacraments, and of dying a happy death. ... In our Adoration Chapel
at Clyde, Mo., and also at Mundelein, Ill., we are privileged to have the
Most Blessed Sacrament exposed by day and night. It is becoming that
twenty wax candles should burn constantly before the exposition throne.
Many of our friends ask to have a candle placed on the altar for their
special intention — some, to beg for the conversion of a sinner; others,
as a petition to God to grant relief to their dear ones in purgatory;
others, for help in some necessity. The living Heart of Jesus in the
Sacred Host will be moved to mercy and compassion by this act of
faith and generosity. In return our Lord will bestow signal graces on the
living and grant consolation to the departed. —For an alms of 50 cents,
a large wax candle will be burned one whole day and one whole night
in our Adoration Chapel before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed;
for $3.50, one whole week; for $12.00 one month. . . . The holy doctors
St. Gregory and St.Jerome say that the souls for whom a Holy Mass
is being said and those for whom the priest makes a memento, experi-
ence no pain during the time of the Sacrifice. By having Masses said
for the poor souls, we can obtain marvelous graces. Numberless persons
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in their necessities by having Masses said for the souls
. The Mother of God once said to St.Bridget: ‘I am the
poor souls in purgatory, for all the sufferings they have
are being mitigated more or less every hour by my intercession.’
to St.Bernardine of Siena, Mary has special dominion in
prison of souls, the spouses of Christ, and consoles and delivers
She even descends into purgatory on Saturdays, as she promised
John XXII, and also on her feast days. St.Bernard says, ‘Mary
great power over purgatory. Jesus Christ has appointed her dis-
trix of His infinite merits. She holds in her hands, as it were, the
of the Divine treasure. If the poor souls are worthy of the benefit,
can deliver them from their torments. . . . The heroic act of charity
in offering for the souls in purgatory, through the hands of
all one’s good works and likewise those which may be offered
behalf by others during our life and after death. A priest who
the hercic act can by every Holy Mass that he says release
urgatory by way of suffrage. Dionysius, the Carthusian,
virgin, Gertrude, who was accustomed to offer up every
her good works for the poor souls. When she came to
spirit filled her with alarm and endeavored to drive her
» by representing to her that she had no good works left for
If, as she had carelessly given them all away, etc. Thereupon our
appeared to her in radiant splendor and said: ‘Why art thou so
alarmed, My daughter? That thou mayest know how pleasing to Me
was thy charity towards the suffering souls, I remit to thee the entire
E'ﬂniﬂlment that had been decreed to thee’” Prayers to be offered:
O my God, in union with the merits of Jesus and Mary, I offer up
fo Thee for the poor souls in purgatory, all my works of satisfaction,
as also those that may be offered up by others for me, during life, at
my death, and after my death. Amen.” “O good Jesus, in union with
Thy prayers or Thy divine works performed while on earth, I offer Thee
this prayer, this good work, for the redemption of these souls.” The
concluding paragraph gives these instructions: “Pray especially, as said
ubove, for the souls who are nearest deliverance. Descend into pur-
gatory and ask: How much do you still owe your Lord? Perhaps one
more Holy Mass, or a Holy Communion, or an alms? Take this debt
upon yourself and it will be remitted to the soul which, as the last
farthing is paid, can enter the eternal beatitude of heaven.” —The 8th
edition of this booklet appeared in 1931. E.

Egg,

:;ggg

Lo FEEsF_FBET
R

Francis de Sales on Preaching

A brother kindly sends us an excerpt from the works of a famous
Roman Catholic bishop which will be read with interest: “The philos-
opher Aristotle says that the form of a thing is its being and soul.
If you tell the most wondrous truths but tell them badly, they will
profit little. The art is to say but little, and that well. Now, to do this
in preaching, you must . . . speak warmly and devoutly, simply, clearly,
and with confidence; you must thoroughly love what you teach and
believe what you say. The sovereign art is to be artless. Our sermons
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should be kindled not with vehement gesticulations or an
but with inward devotion; they should come from the heart rather
than the lips. Say what men will, it is the heart which speaks to hearts,
whereas the tongue reaches no farther than men's ears” (From

Spiritual Letters of Francis de Sales, translated by H.L.S.Lear.)
A.

The American Medical Association and Contraceptives

“Through its House of Delegates, which constitutes its entire voting
power, the American Medical Association at its recent annual conven-
tion held in San Francisco denied that it had endorsed contraceptive
practises at its Atlantic City convention last year. The reason for this
forthright declaration was the widely heralded misstatements of the press
reports declaring that the Association had changed its policy concerning
birth control and that it favored the use of contraceptives. The Asso-
ciation is to be congratulated. In an open letter to the New York Times,
July 27, Ignatius Cox, S.J., wonders ‘how this more recent and mo-
mentous statement escaped the keen vigilance of the press.”’ Especially,
we add, when lately it gave such prominence to foreign dispatches on
the trial and acquittal of a prominent English doctor who as a test case
pleaded guilty to the charge of performing a criminal abortion!”

America, Aug.6, 1938.

Die ,nftimmigkeiten in ben Gvangelien

Diefe borgeblichen Unjtimmigleiten twerben bon den neueren Theologen
al8 Grund fiir ihre Vexiverfung der BVerbalinjpiration angegeben. Friedrid
Biidyfel, Profefjor in NRojtod, der in feiner Sdrift .Die Offenbarung Gots
ted” bebauptet, dbaf .dic Apojtel und ihre Sdjiiler aud) ald Vezeuger der
Offenbarung Gotted nidht einfad) aufgehort Haben, fehljame Menfdhen u fein
— Qrrtiimer find bei ihuen nidjt einfad) ausgejdloffen”, und feine Sdrift
mit der Ausjage {dlickt: ,Der Gedanle der JInjpiration von Worten muf
aufgegeben twerden”, fdyreibt auf Seite 77: .Der biftorifd Gejdulte . . .
wird in ben Evangelien Unjtimmigleiten, unguverldffige Beridjte, legenddre
Stiide u. a. m. fejtjtellen und dasd &ltejte und die jiingeren Evangelien ju
fonbern berfudien ufiv.” Wir fragen natiiclich: MWeldjed find biefe Unijtims
migfeiten, bie die Hiftorijdy Gejdulten fejtgeftellt Haben? Nun, Biidfel nennt
eine Unftimmigleit. Gine Ivdre ja aud) genug, feine Sade zu betweifen.
Diefe eine Unftimmigleit wicd auf Seite 10 fo dargelegt: ,ICu Prds
exifteng ift im Jobannesebangelium flar und iibergeugend begeugt, bor
allem, toeil fie al3 Folge der Riebe bes Vaters jum Sobne, die grengenlod
und barum aud) nidjt in Grengen der Jeit cingefdhloffen ift, nidt ald metas
phyfijdes Poftulat ober Ausfunft gur Lofung lodmologifder Problematil exs
jdeint. Jndefien, fo felhr dbad Johannesevbangelium Buirauen berdient nnb
beshalb JEfu Praegiftenzbetvuftfein und Praegijtens guguerlennen ift: bie
fynoptifdien Ebangelien berichten nidhts von ifr. Dedhalb mul e3 aud) ges
ftattet fein, bei diefer Unftimmigfeit ber Veridgte bie Sade
im @ebeimnis au laffen, wenn audy bdie villige Ablefnung dber Praegiftens
JCfu mehr behauptet ald bereditigt ift.” Jn bem alfo, twad die Shuoptifer
fiber bie etvige @ottheit IEfu jagen und a3 Johannes daritber fagt, liegt
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tine Unftimmrigleit vor. Die Vibel fann nidt ooctlid) injpiciect jein, teil
berartige Unftimmigteiten, unguverlafjige Beridite, Tegendire Gtﬁge in den
Coangelien gefunben toorben find. Wir braudien und nun nidht zu bemiifen
nadjgutveifen, bafy Gier feine Unftimmigleit vorliegt. Die Shnoptiter Teug s
nen ja mit feiner Gilbe, was JoGannes iiber bie Praesijtens JEu fagt.
Bon -eintm Wiberfprud) fann feine Rebe fein. Ja, fie lehren auddriids
lid) die Priegifteng JEfu, 3. V. Matth. 1,20—28; 16, 18—17; 23, 49—45.
) ﬁqﬂd}t aiuifdjen ben Shnoptifern und Johannes villige fibereinftimmung.
HUllerdbings gebraudjen fie nicht biefelben MWorte. Johannes fagt viel mehe
iiber bie etvige Gottheit JEfu ald bie anbern Evangeliften. Das mwar eben
fein RGema, Sollen und miiffen dbie anbern Cvangeliften bicjelben Worte
gebraudien? Muf jeded Evangelivun mit dem Prolog ded Johannesebanges
liuma beginnen und dann Wort fitc Wort dbad Johannedevangelium bringen,
fo hai_s Ivir bier gleidjlautende Eovangelien Hatten — fonft ergdbe fidh eine
-llnl'h.mmig!eit-'g Dod) genug Hiervon. Wir wollten nur an einem Erems
Pf[ geigen, daf e3 mit ber Belichbien Rede von Unjtinumigleiten in der Bibel
nidit foeit Ber ijt. Die neueren Theologen madyen e3 fich) jebr leidyt.

'ﬁfm: bas, twas Viidfel iiber dic Priexifteng felber ausjagt, jdhreibt die
oflicdlide Jeithrift* (Jan. 1985, &. 44) in einer Negenfion der Scirift
Biidfels .Theologie des Neuen Teftaments”: ,Die gweite Nuflage des
Berls fat eine Eriveiterung exfahren. OO das freilid) immer eine Befjerung
bebeutet? _ BWic begtoeifeln das mehrfad). So twicd jept in §26, ber von
bem Eu.ba[lnis bes3 fynoptifdhen und ded jofanneifden Veridytes itber IEju
Rtt'ﬂlnblguna und Lehre Handelt, im Text ein Abfaps eingefiigt, der unters
fteeicgt, bafy nur bas Gemeinjame bdiefer beidben Veridhte ald dbad Gefidjerte
angefefen werben fann, und in den Mnmerfhungen Deifgt e3: ,Die Praegijtens
J€u Tann nidt au dem Gefiderten, wad uns iiber ihn iiberlicfert ift, ges
redynet terben’, obtwoll fie allerdings Bildhfel nicht blof ,ein Stiid Chriftuss
mythus’, fonbern ,ein Gtild ber Ehriftustvirllichfeit’ ift. . . . Dagegen lann
man fidh freuen, bei ber Darlegung der Logoslehre bei Johannes (S. 162 ff.)
mm den Sal eingefiigt su fefen: ,An eine Verivandlung bed Logos im [1]
3}“&5 ober an ein blofed Wohnungnehmen bed Logos im Fleifd denlt ex
nidit. Der Menfdh JEfus und der Logos jind dasjelbe Subjelt: bder civige
€olin Gottes (Joh. 17, 5.24; vgl. 1,14).°“ E3 fommt und vor, al3 finden
fid Unftimmigleiten” in ben berjdicdenen Musjagen Biidfels.

Wit feilen Gier nebenbei das Shlufwort von D. Reusd NRegenfion mit:
-SPIC Entideibung iiber bie [uverlaffigleit ber eingelnen Sdriftausdjagen
Witd im gangen nodj melr al8 frither in die Hand der menfdlidhen iibers
legung gelegt. WWir miifjen dabei an jened Wort denfen, bad wir Hirzlid
fiber die theologifche Acbeit bes 19. Yahrhundertd gelefen Haben: Die Egs

egefe ift griinblidjer gelvorden, aber bie Hutoritit ber Shrift ift ind WanTen
geraten.* “ C.
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