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Biblia Hebraica. Adiuvantibus W. Baumgartner, G. Beer, J. Begrich, J. A.
Bewer, F. Buhl, J. Hempel, F. Horst, M. Noth, O. Procksch, G. Quell,
Th. H. Robinson, W. Rudolph, H. H. Schaeder, edidit Rud. Kittel.
Textum masoreticum curavit P. Kahle. Editionem tertiam denuo
elaboratam ad finem perduxerunt A. Alt et O. Eissfeldt. Privile:
glecte Wilettembergifhe Bibelanftalt, Stuttgart. 1037. 1500 Seiten
6X0%, auf pofsfreiem Bibeldrudpapier in farbigem Mohleinen mit ges

oldttetem Rotfhnitt und Riiden: und Seitengoldbtitel gebunbden. Preis:
M. 10.

it diefem Werle ift ein Mnternchmen ju Ende gefommen, das filr die Theo:
fogie und barum aud) fitr bie Kirde von grofer Bebeutung ift. Die Hebraifdhe
Bibel von Kittel ift in der gangen gelehrten Welt als die befte UuSgabe bes
febrdifyen Tegtes anerfanut unb Hat in ben erften aiwei WAuflagen reite Bers
breitung gefunben. TNit der jet abgejdhloffen borliegenden dritten WUuflage tritt
biejes monumentale Wert in vollfommen neuer Geftalt vor die gelehrte Welt, und
widtige Berlinderungen gegenitber der erften und jiweiten Wuflage find gemadyt
worben. Erftens ift cin qriferes Format mit grofierer Type gerwidblt roorden,
unb e8 gibt feine Hebrdifdye Bibel, die leichter leBbar ift und fdydner ausficht als
Dbiefes neue Werk, dad darum aud) alle anbern Handbausgaben verdbringen follte.
Sobann enthiilt die Ausgabe, wie jdhon in den erften stoei Uuflagen, cinen reiden
tritifhen Upparat, ber in biefer neuen Wuflage in siwei Wbteilungen zerlegt wor=
ben ift. Blofe BVarianten find in dem oberen mit a, B, ¥ ufiw. gefennzeicyneten
Upparat verjeichnet, die tirlliden vorgefhlagenen Tertiinberungen im unteren
Upparat unter a, b, ¢ angegeben. (Daf ivir pringipiell gegen KLonjefturen find,
folange ber fiberlicferte Text einen Sinn bietet, lann jeft nidht ndher begriinbet
toerden.) Bor allem aber ift Hier der mafjoretifhe Tegt in vollfommen neuer
Geftaltung bargeboten. Die fjogenannte fleine Maffora ift gleidh am Ranbde
beigegeben, und bdie groke Maffora wird in cinigen Monaten verdffentliht, den
Raufern des Bud)es auf Wunfd unentgeltlidh nadgeliefert und jpiter ber Biblia
Hebraica beigegeben twerben. Diefe Maffora, der die wertvollfte Handfdyrift ju-
grunbde liegt, wird jum erftenmal der gefehrten Welt in biefer Geftalt vorgelegt,
und Prof. Paul Kahle, der fich jahrachntelang mit dicfer Sadhe befhdftiot Hat
unb toohl al8 die Hauptautoritdt auf biefem Gebiete gilt, Hat fich diefer WArbeit
untecjogen. Enblid) ift auch) ber eben eriviifnte tritifde Apparat nidht blop eine
Durdyfidht bes alten, fondern cine vollftiindige neue Bearbeitung. Den Anfang diefer
britten Ausgabe madyte der verftorbene Leipsiger Hebraift Prof. D. Nubolf Kittel.
Rad) feinem Tode im Jahre 1929 hHaben die Profefloren At und Gipfeldt mit
ciner Meife anberer Gelehrien, unter diefen ber Gngldnber Nobinfon und ber
Umerifaner Betwer, die Arbeit weitergefithrt und vollendet, und bie Wilcttember=
oifdhe Bibelgefelliaft Hat unermildet die grofen Roften getragen und nun besd
Wert fertiggeftellt. Der vecrdiente Direltor dicfer AUnftalt Dr. €. Diehl, mit dem
it {don feit Jahren ctiwas Verbinbung Haben, jdhrieb uns tirslich: .Ob bie
unenbfihe Aiihe, der groke Fleih und bie ungehenren Koften, bie bicfes Wert
berucfadhte, nun aud) belohnt werden durd) einen entfprechenden Abfag der Biblia
Hebraica? Das ift bie Frage, bie fid) filr uns echebt. Wir wollen Gott bitten,
dak er bie Verbreitung audy diefer neuen Biblia Hebraica fegnen mige, fo tvie
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er ¢§ biSher bei Der erfien und giweiten Auflage getan Hat.” Und wic mbdien
nun an unferm Teife mithelfen, dag dicfes8 ausgeseidhnete Werl, bas fo wwidtig
ift fiic ba8 Studium bes Hebrdijdhen Bibeltertes, aud) rechte Anerfennung umd
Berbreitung findet. Wir Haben mehrere Ausgaben der Hebriifden Bibel, aber
biefes Werl toird, ivie {dhon in den frilheren Auflagen, fo nod viel mehr jegt das
legte Wort gu fpredhen Haben. 1Und toenn einer fragen Ivilrde, fwarum biefes
Werl aufer den fdion angegebenen Grilnben fo wertvoll ift und alle anbern Ans:
gaben beS Bebriifden Segtes crfegen follte, fo erwdhnen wir nur bies elne:
Reine volftindbige Hanbausgabe der Pebrdifden Bibel Hat eben cinen folden
tritifhen Apparat; und ivic wertvoll dicfer ift und mit ein poar Worten Bfters
cinen Kommentar ecrfeft, migen einige Veifpicle jeigen. 8 ift aligemein an-
erlannt, baf gerabe ber Text der Samuclisbiider im Laufe der Jahrhunberte
und Jabrtaufende mande Scidfale erfahren hat. So lefen wic 3. B. 1 Sem.
6, 18 in der beutfdyen BVibel, baf dbic BundeSlade ,bis an das grohe Ubel” gebradt
unbd darauf nicbergefegt ourde. JIm Enalijden Heift e8 “unto the great stone
of Abel”; aber “stone” ift in italics gebrudt, fteht alfo nidyt in dem jegigen
hebrdifden Tert. Das deutfdye .Abel*, das aus dem Hebrdifhen Text Herilbers
genommen tourbe, ift unverftindlid), und dbas englijhe “stone” ift fadlid) ridtig,
aber ift neben ,Ubel” ein Einjdyiebjel. Gin BIid auf den Iritifdhen Upparat fagt
nun bem Lefer diefer hebrdifdhen Vibel, daf mebhrere Hebriifdhe Manuffripte, die
Septuaginta und die alte aramdifthe Mberfegung, der fogenannte Targum, nidt
5:: Baben, fondern 2% und bamit 13ft fih bie gange Schivierigleit. Wie Bfters,
in flnh audy bier bie beiden cinanber dhnliden Buchftaben | und & beim Ubfdreis
ben bertoed)felt worben, und ber Tegt Tautet: Sie bradyten die Labe 4bi8 an ben
groBen Stein und lichen fie baraufs. — 1 Sam. 13, 1 fat in der deutfhen und
englifden Bibel {hon mandem Lefer etwad Kopfzerbrechen gemadyt. (8 Heibt ba:
«Saul war ein Jahr Rdnig gewefen, und da er jwei Jahre itber Ysracl regiect
Batte* ufw.; im Gnglifhen: “Saul reigned one year, and when he had
reigned two years”, uflo. Jeber nadybentlidhe Qefer merlt bald, bak Hler etmas
mit dem Terte nicht gan3 in Ordnung ift, sumal e3 genau nadh dem Hebriifden
Tegt Deift: ,Gin Jabr alt war Saul, als er Kdnig wurbe~, was nad feiner im
Budje erzdhlten Lebendgefdhichte unmbglich ift. Aber ein BIid auf den fritifden
WUppacat hier fogt, ,Deest numerus®, ,bdie Jabl fehits. Die Jahl ber Lebenss
jabre ift ausgefallen, a8 Ieidt gefdichen fonnte, da die Jahlen ucfpringlid nidht
ausgefdyricben, fondbern nur mit Budjftaben al Jahlzeidyen angegeben murben.
Da Saul fdon an Jonathan einen Sohn Hatte, der in den erften Jahren feiner
Regierung bereits cine WUbteilung bes Heeres anfilhrte, alfo minbeftens jiwaniig
Jabre alt, wenn nidt dlter gewefen fein muf, fo fann aud) Saul beim UAntritt
feiner Degicrung faum unter vierzig Yabre alt getwefen fein. Und biefe Jabl
wbiersig” ift eben durd) ein BVerfehen ber Ubfdyreiber ausgefallen, ivie der Hebrdifde
Fegt aud) fonft andeutet. — 2 Kbn. 24, 18 Heift 8 in der beutfhen Bibel: Ut
aehn Jabre alt war Jojadyin, da er Kdnig ward*; cbenfo in der englifhen Bibel.
Uber 2 Ghron. 36, 9 fteht: At Jahre alt war Jojadyin®, cbenfo in der engliffen
WBibel; unbd beide Vibelausgaben haben den jefigen Hebrdifhen Tegt cridtig Aber:
feht. Das fieht aus wie cin Widerfprudy und ift bodh Ieiner, jondern nur ein
Sdyeintwiderfprud). TWahre Wiberfpriidie gibt e8 nidt im gottlidgen Wort. Und
bod) ftimmen bie beiben Stellen nidt, und nur ,adytzehn* wird ridtig fein.
Denn Jojadyin regierte nur bdrei Monate und bod wird Hefet. 19, 5—7 von ifm
ausgefagt, bak er ivie ein junger Lmwe rauben fernte und Wenfden frah und die
Wittwen (ber Getdteten) exlannte, bas Heifit, {dhindete, was bon einem adhtjdhrigen
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Ruaben faum gefagt werden fonnte. Rittels Bibel geigt den Weg juz LBfung ber
Edjivierigleit, inbem fie davauf hinweift, dak Hebrdifhe Manuftripte, Hand:
fiyziften ber Septuaginta und die fyrifdhe Nberfefung aud) in ber Ehronifaftelle
»ahtichn® Yefen. @8 ift ohne Bioeifel iicber ein Werfeben auf feiten ber b=
fdhretber, burd) Becwedhilung der Bablzeihen filir 8 und 18, entftanden. Und jo
fannten iwic nod) Beifpicle auf Beifpiele anfilhren, die ben Wert biefer trefflihen
Bebrdifdhen Bibel angeigen. Unbd dabei ift nun ber Preis fir ein Budy in Hebrdi:
fden Typen, ba8 tumd 1500 Seiten in Joler trefjlihen Uusftattung umfaht,
gerabeu {pottbillig, jolite cigentlidy ftatt 10 Mart 10 Dollars fein und ift nue
mbglid) bei gany grofen Dpfern der genannten Vibelanftalt. 1nd aud) bei diefem
Werle finbet wegen der Eutivertung ded amerifanifhen Dolfars im Auslond cine
Berminberung be8 Preifes (25 Prozent) ftatt bei Eremplaren, die nady Umerita
gehen.  Mige bie Verlagshudhhandlung durd) reiche Wbnahme bded Wertes einigers
mafen Erfaf finden! Wir exlwdhnen nod), baf diefe Bibel aud) in filnfachn Liefe=
tungen 3u begiehen ift, jede jum Preife bon M. 1.70, was filr ben Handbgebraud)
febr bequem ift. Tatfddliy Hat einer unferer alten Paftoren, der nod) immer
eifeig feinen Bebrdifdhen Text licft und cimen gangen Teil desfelben ausiendig
fann, tirylich bie Qieferung, dic ben Propheten Jefaiad umfaht, bezogen, toeil ex
ben Tert toegen abnehmenden Augenlidhtes nahe an die Uugen halten muf und
bie8 nidht mit cinem fdywereren BVande gut tun fann.

Bei dicfer Gelegenheit mag aud) eriwdhut werben, bah dbie Wihirttembergifche
Privilegierte Bibelanftalt tiralich basé 125jdhrige Jubilium ihres Weftehens ge-
feiert bat. 8 fehlit uns jefit der Naum, ihre Verbienfte geblihrend ju witrdigen.
G5 ift allgemein befannt, dafs fie dic BVibel in allen mdgliden Formaten und
Uusgaben verdffentlicht und verbreitet hat. Wir criwdbhnen nur drei Eingel:
Deiten: Sie Hat bic aud) in unfern Kreifen rocitverbreitete trefflihe und dody fo
billige, handliche Ausgabe ded qriedhijdhen Neuen Teftaments von Neftle beforat
und lfit fie immer ioicber, jedeSmal verbeffert, in immer neuer Geftalt erfdeinen;
fie bat bie qany auSgejeidhynete Septuaginta von Nahifs BHerausgegeben (val.
diefe Beiticheift, VI, 873); und in JInterefe der Heidenmiffion Hat fic titry=
lidh audy die fogemannte Suaheli:Bibel verdffentlicht, eine Bibeliiberfejung des
baburd) berfihmt getvorbenen Qeipziger Miffionars Dr. M3HL in eine afrifanijde
ESpradye, die jebt fhon bon etiwa 50 Millionen bon Menfden gefproden ober doch
berftanden mwitd und immer eiter fidh ausbreitet. Aud) dabei Hat bie Unftalt
Ieine Roften gefcheut, fonbern im Jnterefle der BVerbreitung des Wortes EGottes
bie UuEgabe unternommen. Q. Fitrbringer

The Kingdom of God Is at Hand. The Life of Jesus in the Four Gospels.
By Harold McA. Robinson, General Secretary of the Board of
Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America. With two maps, a harmony of the four gospels,
topics for discussion, and suggested books. The Westminster Press,
Philadelphia. 92 pages, 57%. Flexible paper cover.

This little book, the price of which unfortunately is not given, can
be recommended to our pastors and teachers. It will be helpful to those
who wish to give a course in the life of Christ. The arrangement is lucid,
the chief facts are clearly presented. Whoever looks for a brief survey
of the Gospel-story should have his attention drawn to this work. The
“Harmony of the Gospels,” which is included in the rear of the book and
which the author follows, is that of Davis’s Bible Dictionary. From the
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view concerning John’s baptism (p.29), “John washed with
a sign that God had washed away their sins,” every Lutheran
will dissent. When the author on the same page defines the
of God as “the society in which the will of God is done,” he has
approval of this reviewer. It must not be overlooked of course
this “society” is a spiritual one, consisting of all those who believe
Jesus as their Savior. W. ArxpT

The Interpretation of St. Paul’s Epistles to the Colossians, to the
Thessalonians, to Timothy, to Titus, and to Philemon. By R.C.H.
Lenski. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 986 pages,
5%X8%. Price, $450. Order from Concordia Publishing House,
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

Here we have another volume constituting a link in that mag-
nificent chain which, when completed, will be a commentary on the whole
New Testament by Prof.R.C. H. Lenski, the scparate volumes of which
are now appearing as fast as is feasible. One does not have to agree
with everything that is said in these volumes and to find all peculiar-
ities of style and of exegetical method the acme of what the human
mind can achieve in order to give this commentary a hearty general
commendation. In the present volume I read with a great deal of satis-
faction the exposition of Col. 2:16 f. on the abrogation of the Jewish Cere-
monial Law and the section on Antichrist with reference to 2 Thess.2,
where Lenski vigorously champions the old Lutheran view that the
prophecy of Paul has found its fulfilment in the Roman papacy. That in
Col. 2:18, which admittedly is a difficult passage, he refuses to take the
easy road of textual emendation, a cutting of the Gordian knot, too
readily resorted to by many modern critics, in this instance even by
Westcott and Hort, likewise elicited my approval. I do not agree with
the exposition of 2 Thess. 2:13, one of the texts quoted frequently when
the doctrine of predestination is presented, although some of Lenski's
observations are illuminating. He misunderstands the thought of the
apostle when he says: “The idea that, when this choice was made, ‘you'
were ‘unbelievers’ is excluded by the v phrase.” His translation of this
phrase “in connection with sanctification of spirit and faith in truth”
may be admitted to be correct, but such a rendering would not yet
justify us in placing the creation of faith, from our human point of
view, before election. The great truth is simply brought out that elec-
tion was not absolute, the mere decision to save us, but included the
whole ordo salutis. The passages which a conservative reviewer would
like to quote are well-nigh numberless. It is not necessary, however,
to insert any of them because by this time Lenski’s treatment of exe-
getical questions and positive tone in disposing of difficulties are well
known. W. ArnpT

JIn Chriftus. GEine Unterfuchung jur Sprade und Theologic ded Paulus. Bon
Werner Schmaud), Lic. theol. Verfag von G. Bertelsmann, Gittersloh.

1935. 197 Seiten 6X9. Preis: RM. 5.80.
&8 ift bieS ein Werl, bad ju den ,Neutcftamentlichen Forfhungen®, berauss
gegeben bon Prof. D. Otto Schmis, und swar jur erjten Reibe, Paulusftudien?,
gehdrt. Der Gegenftand, der hier behanbdelt wird, ift widtig filc das Berftindnis
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ber Qeiligen Shrift. @8 gibt wohl lfeinen aufmertfomen Bibellefer, ber fich nidht
fdon gefragt hitte: WWas bebeutet eigentlid) ber Anusdrud, ber fich fo hEufig in den
Cdyriften Pauli findet: ,in Ghrifto” ober .in Ghrifto JGfu*? Die Sade wurde
1892 bon Prof. U. Deigmann jum Gegenftand ciner gritndliden Unterfudung ge:
mad)t, wotin biefer Hervorragende RKenner der paulinifhen Schriften su folgen:
bem Refultat fam: ,Die von Paulud unter Benuung eines Profanfprad:
ebraudyes gefdyaffene Formel &v Xoiord 'Inood daralterifiert dbas Bechiltnis
bes Ghriften gu JEfus Ghriftus afs ein lofal aufsufaffenves Sidbefinden in dem
pueumatifhen Chriftus. Diefer Gedbante, filr welden e8 in jebem fonftigen BVers
§3itnis des Menfdhen jum Menfdyen an einer Unalogie bdlig fehlt, dnnen ic
uns berdeutlichen burdy bie Unalogie der den Wenbungen v xvedpon und v
fei sugrunde fiegenden DBorfteliung bes Veriveilens in cinem ber Luft vers
gleidbaren Preuma:Elemente.” (Vol. A Deifmann, ,Dic neutcfamentlidge For=
mel Jin Ghrifto YGfu'~, S.97f) Die Sade wurde dann bviel evdrtert. In
»%¢hre und Wehe exfdyien 1911 aus der Feber bes feligen Prof. 8. Montemdiler
ein Artilel ilber diefe Formel, ber aud) in bem vorliegenben Wer? itiect iird.
Unfer Verfaffer gibt gunddyft einen {iberblid ilber die WUrbeiten, bie, von Deif:
manns Bud) quSgehend, iiber diefen Gegenftand gefdyricben tourben. Jnbem ex
fodann feine cigene lnterfudjung beginnt, unterfdjeibet er jivijen den WAus:
briiden ,in Ghrifto JIEfur, .in Ghrifto* und ,im HErrn* und gevinnt auf
exegetifhem Wege die fiberseugung, daf ivir 5 hier nidt einfah mit aus
filitifhen Griinden gewdfhiten Synoyma ju tun Habenm, fonbern baf jebe ber
deei Formeln ihre befondere Vebeutung Hat. S. 158 fdyreibt er: Gegenitber der
allgemeinen Unnahme, daf bie verfdicdencn Formeln den gleiden Sinn Haben
und barum aus ftififtijdhen Grilnden miteinander vertaufdhbar find, Hat fih ge=
Jeigt, bak gerabe ihre IMannigfaltigleit nidhts8 anberes ift als ber notiwenbige
Yusdrud cines ibnen jugeordneten Sadyverbaltes, befjen Dreiglicdrigleit fih in
ben Barianten év Xoiord "Inood, év Xowoti und dv xvpip ausprigt, wihrend
bie biefe in fich) vereinigende ,fomplege Formel* v Xorord 'Inood T xvgip ARGV
feine Ganybeit reprafentiert.” ,Jn Ghrifto YEfu” beeidynet nady unferm Ber:
faffer cin gdttlidhes Gdejdhehen, das unabhingis bon allem gldubigen Leben in
eviger BVollendung gitltig gefet ift«. (S. 66.) ,In Ehrifto Hingegen enthilt
«da8 metaphyfifhe Pringip der afs  Wicllidhleit’ bed8 metaphyfijhen Gefdhehens
iv Xouotd "Incod fid) barftellenden neuen Schspfung’, deren Trdger bad apoftos
life AWort* ift~. (S.102.) Mit andern Worten, wihrend die Formel .in Ehrifto
JGfu* fih auf bie Gridjung und Ver{ohnung besieht, tweift die Formel .in
@hrifto* hin auf bas grofe Wert Giotte2 im Menfdyen, die Glaubensjefung. Bon
ber Formel .im HGren* meint [dlieklid) der BVerfaffer, dak fie ~den RKyriod
(®Grrn) al8 Rorm eines durd) Ddiefe Tefjtere geridhteten Oanbelnss begeidyne.
(S.124.) @3 wird, toie diefe Stubie Herborhebt, diefe Formel ba gebraudyt, o
bon Miffionsarbeit bie Mebe ift.

Die grofe Frage ift nun, ob man bem Verfaffer, inbem er bicfe intereffanten
Grgebniffe vorlegt, uftimmen fann. Mir pecfdnlic) ift e8 nod) nidt gerih, bah
er mit feinen Yufftellungen redht hat. So febr id) midhy fiber den jdhonen Sinn
freue, ben er in ben verfdjicbenen Formeln finbet, und fjo fehr diefer mit ber
Theologie ded Upoftels im allgemeinen ftimmt, muf id) dod) offen geftehen, dak
id) nod) nicht fiberjeugt bin, baf Paulus jeber diefer Formeln eine bejonbere Be=
deutung geben mollte. ) mochte aber bas Studjum bdiefes IWer!s allem, die
tiefer in die Theologie bes Heiligen Upoftels eindbringen midyten, warm em;;febuu.

M. Azndt
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Religion und Polifif in der Germanenbelehrung. Bon Walter Vatle. Verlag
von Dbcfiling und Frande, Ceipyig. 1037. 46 Seiten. Preis, gebunbden:
M.1 (file8 Ausland 25 Projent nicdriger).

Der Verfaffer will die Motive unterfudien, die fiir die Annohme bes Ehris
ftentums durd) die Germanen beftimmend waren. WMan Bat nidt immer bes
adytet, fagt er, .baf ¢& fih in bem RKrdftefpiel ber Ghriftianifierung um bdeek
Sfomponenten Handelt: politijhe Machte, Kirche und BVollsreligion”. Gr feeitet
gegen bie Unnahme, dafi bei dem fibertritt der germanifden Bidller politifde Grs
todgungen entfdheibend tvaren, Lbie mit dber Religion und dem Glauben nidts ju
tun Hatten, fondern in gelviffen Borteilen lagen, dic dic Unnahme bes meuen
@laubens mit fid) bringen, beyiehungSiveife in Nadyteilen, die das Fefthalten am
alten Glauben nad) fidh jichen toilrbe. Gr meint, fo reinlihy tnne man gee
nidyt awijdhen Politit und Religion fdeiden; bvielmehr feien Politit und Vollss
religion fo eng miteinanber verbunben geiwefen (Religion bilbete die @runblage
bes politifhen und ded gangen fulturellen Lebens), baf, wenn Heidnifdhe Stamme
bon dyriftlidhen Bdlfern befieat wurden, fie gana felbftberftindlid mit ihrer polis
tifhen Selbftindigleit aud) ihre alte Vollsreligion aufgaben und mit ber Heses
fhaft audy die Religion ber Sieger annahmen (Sad)fen) obder, wenn fie fhren
Wohnfig dnderten und fidy friedlih unter Ehriften anfiedelten, ebenfalls ihre alte
RMeligion berforen und fich der Meligion deé Landes anpaften (Oftgoten, Lango:
barden, Franten). Selbft wenn man der Ausfithrung nidht beiftimmt (idh felbf
mbdte mid) ohne tweitered Studbium nidht fo ober anbers entfdheiden), fo ift bee
Turge Auffag, der juerft in dber ,Allgemeinen Ev.=Luth. Kirdengeitung® exfdien,
dod) intereflant und IlejenSivert, befonbers ba gegenivdrctige Strdmungen in bec
tiedhlidhen FWelt Deutfhlands niihere lntecfudjung ber BelehrungSejdidte ber
alten @ermanen nabelegen. Theo. Hoher

The Small Sects in America. By Elmer T.Clark. The Cokesbury Press.

: Nashville. 1937. 311 pages, 5%8%. Price, $2.00. May be ordered
through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave,
St. Louis, Mo.

Dr. Clark has rendered the student in Comparative Symbolics a dis-
tinct service, for he has carefully studied the pamphlets, tracts, period-
icals, educational publications, year-books, and minutes of over 100 small
sects, has corresponded with, or personally visited, the headquarters of
more than 50. His study throws interesting light on many of the obscure
sects. Besides the sects treated in the “Census of Religious Bodies, 1925,
and in Popular Symbolics, 1932, he discusses “Father Divine's” Peace
Mission (8 pages), several purely local cults, e. g., the communistic group
in Florida known as Church Triumphant, or Koreshanity, which teaches
that man lives inside a hollow world, Peniel Mission, House of Prayer,
a colored group whose emotional religious frenzy manifests itself in
“jerks” and resembles the paroxysms of the Kentucky Revival about 1800.
The author does not present the religious tenets in a matter-of-fact
way, but attempts to explain the rise of these sects economically and
particularly psychologically. He explains the unusual popularity of pre-
millenarianism as a “defense mechanism™; i. e, when the poor fail to
obtain material blessings through the social processes, they hope that
a cosmic cataclysm will ultimately exalt them. Dr. Clark groups the
small sects under the following headings: 1. The Pessimistic Group (mil-
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lenarian); 2. The Perfectionist Sects; 3. The Charismatic Churches of
I!Inﬂolynoller'l‘ype 4. The Communistic Societies; 5. The Legalistic
Sects. Naturally such a division results in much overlapping. The sec-
tion dealing with the legalistic sects is not entirely satisfactory, partly

er7TOrS, e.g., failure to mention that the Amana Society discontinued the
practise of Communism in 1932). A carefully selected bibliography of
general works and an extensive list of tracts add greatly to the value
of the book. F.E.Mayer

The Art of Living. By Norman Vincent Peale, minister of Marble Col-
legiate Church, New York City, radio preacher over the N.B.C.
in services sponsored by the Federal Council of Churches. The
Abingdon Press, New York. 144 pages, 5%X73. Price, $1.00.

The addresses offered in this book come from the pen of a nationally
known Methodist minister. (In Brooklyn he rejuvenated a moribund
congregation of forty members, which within three years became nine
hundred strong and worshiped in a new $150,000 church-building.)

In style and presentation they are attractive and contain helpful ideas.

To our happiness-hunting generation the writer endeavors to show how

happiness may be obtained through “applied Christianity,” or the appli-

cation of Christian principles to life. To secure happiness, a person
must (I) meet himself fully and squarely, (II) banish worry, (III) take
time to live, (IV) cultivate ease of mind, (V) understand what happi-
ness is, (VI) escape fear, (VII) know the technique of spiritual power,

(VIII) adapt himself to prevailing circumstances, (IX) observe Christ's

healing power, (X) and “try God,” and in all these things Christianity

is directly beneficial. Dr.Peale belongs to the mediating Modernists,
who may be called theological one-arm drivers, since they keep one
hand on the wheel of orthodox tradition, while with the other they pet

Dame Reason, whose charms attract them so very much that most of

the time they find themselves off the road. When he speaks theologically,

he is generally unorthodox; when he follows common sense, he usually
has good advice to give; as for example: “Live a day at a time is
sound wisdom” (p.106). “The patient man is one who is unhurried in
his soul and who finds it possible to relax within” (p.107). “Sin is not
a fantasy. Tolstoy and Ibsen, two of the greatest masters of the human
spirit in modern times, substantiated the preacher’s emphasis on the
reality and terror of sin” (p.143). Biblically unsound passages are such
as these: “George Herbert's advice also is good. ‘Undress your soul at
night’ he says, ‘not by self-examination, but by shedding as you do
your garment, the daily sins, whether of omission or commission, and
you will wake a free man with a new life’” (p.107). But can a man
of his own power daily shed his sins as he does his garment? Scripture
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answers, No. “Essentially the function of the Church is that of the
General Electric Company —to release power; but the former was con-
tent, it seemed, to mumble prayers and recite creeds” (p.91). Certainly
a most unfair statement. After having spoken about the healing power
of Christ, he says: “If this power is still operative,—and we see no
reason for assuming that it is not,— it would mean that any man today
who completely opens himself to the influence of the spiritual Christ
would straightaway clear a channel within himself through which this
power might flow” (p.118). This presupposes that Christ was a mere
man and differed from other men only in degree, not in kind. In view
of the writer’s modernistic position even such apparently Christian state-
ments as the following mean nothing: “No man is strong enough to take
out of his own life the haunting memory and sting of past misdeeds.
There is, however, thank God, a Great Physician who can perform this
healing operation. I refer to that Physician of souls who, when He
places His hand upon the life of a willing [?] patient, draws out of him
with sure skill the dark poison which has infected his mind and soul
and destroyed the peace and happiness of life. He has done it for many
happy men and women through the years. He can do it for you” (p.144).
J. THEODORE MUELLER

Sermons on the Apostles’ Creed. Edited by Henry J. Kuiper. Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids. 298 pages, 5%X7%. Price, $2.00.
The Faith We Live By. An Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed. By Earl

:Douglus. Cokesbury Press, Nashville. 190 pages, 58%. Price,
50.

In a day when many publishers hesitate or refuse to publish books
on specific parts of Christian doctrine, with the plea that neither the
theological nor the general public will buy such books, the appearance
of two distinct volumes on the Apostles’ Creed must be regarded as
almost a phenomenon. And both of these books are written from the
fundamentalist standpoint, at that. Of the twenty-four sermons in the
first book by as many different authors the compiler says: “The sermons
in this book are an exposition, from the Reformed viewpoint, of the
Apostles’ Creed, the best-known and most widely used of the ecumenical
creeds of Christendom.” Needless to remark, the Reformed viewpoint
does show in many statements contained in these sermons, as in No. XXI,
where the author states: “No, we do not believe that . . . the Sacraments
in particular are the channels through which this grace is conveyed to us.
That is Roman Catholic doctrine [?], but not Scriptural truth.” (P.262.)
On the other hand, the sermons on “Our Faith in the Triune God,”
“The Virgin Birth of Christ, Our Savior,” and others are as beautiful
and Scriptural as that on “The Elect Church of Christ Jesus” is beside
the mark in many of its statements. In other words, the book through-
out presents Reformed theology. — The second book presents a series of
sermons by a Presbyterian minister and therefore also has a Calvinistic
background, not, however, in the emphatic manner of the former volume.
The author wove into his discourses much historical material, which
throws considerable light on his presentation. He believes in the atone-
ment through the blood of Christ, and yet he does not understand the
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page 130, where the author associates with the final advent of Christ
“a wide-spread diffusion of the Gospel, a great change among the Jewish
people,” etc. Caveat lector! P. E. KRETZMANN

Nashville, Tenn. 263 pages, 5%X8. Price, $2.00. May be ordered
through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave.,
St. Louis, Mo.

Dr. Hardman is professor of Pastoral and Liturgical Theology in the
University of London and therefore is well qualified to write a book of
this kind. His approach to his task is stated in the preface to his book,
where he writes: “Religious exercises alone may indicate religiosity
rather than worship. . . . But when a sense of supernatural Presence,
however vague in its intellectual definition, finds expression in acts of
reverent approach and of dutiful obedience, then there is worship.,” The
book is a brief but satisfactory history of Christian worship from the
Apostolic Age to the present time. Some of the information in the form
of tables is particularly valuable. We cordially recommend this book
to pastors who desire a brief summary of liturgical history.

P. E. KRETZMANN

A Mighty Winner of Souls. By Frank Grenville Beardsley, Ph. D.
American Tract Society, New York, N.Y. 192 pages, 5%X73%.
Price, $1.50.

When the words revival and revivalist are used, we think of such
men as Richard Baxter, Jonathan Edwards, John Wesley, Charles Finney,
Dwight L. Moody, Reuben A. Torrey, Gipsy Smith, and Billy Sunday. We
also think of the revival of the Methodist camp-meetings of former days.
The word revival in general usage refers not only to the thing itself but
also to the method that is used. On account of the tactics used in many
revivals we prefer not to use the word lest we be misunderstood. If by
revival, however, we mean the giving of spiritual life to those who are
by nature spiritually dead, then we can speak of the revival on the day
of Pentecost at Jerusalem, of the revival which took place as the result
of the Reformation, and the revival under such men as Louis Harms
and others. We may also speak of a revival when we have in mind
the intensifying of the spirituality of those Christians whose Christianity
does not register very high.

We are not so much concerned about the name as about the thing
which it represents. And that demands our attention just at this time
when a revival of spiritual awakening is not only needed, but when
attempts are being made in that direction not only in sectarian circles
(preaching mission) but also in the Lutheran Church, our own church-
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body included. When we speak of a revival or a preaching mission or
an evangelistic campaign or a missionary forward movement or the
Call of the Cross, in the final analysis these terms when used by us
speak of the effort made toward a larger expansion of our work, reach-
ing the masses with the Gospel-message. It is for this reason that the
reading of such books as that by Beardsley, A Mighty Winner of Souls,
referring to the evangelistic efforts of Finney, or Beardsley’s History of
American Revivals or Shearer’s Old-time Revivals will not only prove
to be interesting and stimulating but will also warn us against wrong
methods used in revivals and against the teaching of doctrines that are
not taken from the Bible.

When conducting a so-called evangelistic campaign, we must first of
all keep in mind that souls can be saved only by the preaching of the
Gospel. The purpose of an evangelistic campaign must not be to attract
crowds and hold them spellbound by all manner of antics and by
presenting all manner of interesting and startling facts, all of which
would also give a wrong impression of the Church and its purpose; nor
should the evangelist make the nervous system his target instead of
man's conscience. If the doctrine as God has revealed it is not preached,
preaching cannot serve its purpose. And, of course, the revivalist should
always preserve that dignity in reference to language and manner which
his divine message demands.

The story of Finney’s life and the evangelist's efforts make interesting
reading. Finney was born in 1792 and died in 1875. The biographer
gives Finney’s wrong view on Christ’s work of atonement in the follow-
ing paragraph: “He dissented from the view that Christ had literally
paid the debt of sinners. On the contrary, he affirmed that Christ had
died to remove an insurmountable difficulty in the way of God's for-
giving sinners, so as to make it possible for Him to proclaim a universal
amnesty; the interests of “public justice’ demanded some substitute for
the penalties of a broken Law; and since Christ had honored the Law
in His obedience and death, it was safe for God to pardon any and all
men who would repent of their sins and believe in Him. Christ's death
did not cancel sin in the sense of a literal payment of debt, but was
a condition to the forgiveness of sin, since it satisfied the demands of
‘public justice’” (Page 40.) Finney also did not believe in the total
natural depravity of man. Yet, according to his biographer, he believed
that man is a sinner who cannot save himself by his own works but
needs Jesus Christ, the Savior.

As an example of Finney’s work we are quoting the following para-
graph: “Charles P. Bush, who afterwards became an influential minister in
New York, but at that time was a student in the Rochester Academy and
had united with the Third Presbyterian Church under Mr. Finney’s min-
istry, wrote: ‘“The whole community was stirred. Religion was the topic
of conversation in the house, in the shop, in the office, and on the street.
- « . The only theater in the city was converted into a livery-stable; the
only circus into a soap- and candle-factory. Grog-shops were closed;
the Sabbath was honored; the sanctuaries were thronged with happy
worshipers; a new impulse was given to every philanthropic enterprise;
the fountains of benevolence were opened, and men lived to do good.
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"'Alﬂﬁhworthyo!spednlnoﬁcethltlhmnumberofthe
leading men of the place were among the converts—the lawyers, the
judges, physicians, merchants, bankers, and master mechanics. These
classes were more moved from the very first than any other. Tall oaks
bowed as by the blast of the hurricane. Skeptics and scoffers
were brought in and a large number of the most promising young men.
It is said that no fewer than forty of them entered the ministry.

“‘It is not too much to say that the whole character of the city was
changed by that revival. Most of the leaders of society being converted
and exerting a controlling influence in social life, in business, and in
civil affairs, religion was enthroned as it has been in few places. . . .
Even the courts and the prisons bore witness in crime. The courts had
little to do, and the jail was nearly empty for years afterward’

“The influence of this revival was felt throughout the length and
breadth of the land. The great cities especially were moved. It was
estimated that more than fifteen hundred towns and cities were blessed
with revivals of religion, and as many more felt the impulse of the move-
ment. During the first five months fifty thousand were converted, and
before the movement had spent its force, more than one hundred thou-
sand had been gathered into the churches of the nation.” (Pp. 90, 91.)

J.H.C.Frrz
The Business Administration of a Church, By Robert Cashman. Willett,
Clark, and Co., Chicago, Ill. 163 pages, 5%X8. Price, $1.50. May
be ordered through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S.Jefferson
Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

Pastors will find this quite a helpful book. One will not always
agree with the author, but will be grateful for many a practical sug-
gestion offered by him on such subjects as files and records, advertising
and publicity, the sexton, the use of one's time, personal conduct, etc.

TH. LAETSCH
Our Glorious Savior. Daily devotions covering the period from Janu-
ary 16 to March 1, 1938. By F.J.Lankenau. Concordia Publishing
House, St.Louis, Mo. 1938, 61 pages. Price: 5 cts. per copy,
postpaid; dozen, 48 cts., and postage; 100, $3.00, postage extra.

Besides the fact that this little devotional book for the Epiphany
season is well worth spreading for its own sake, there is an additional
reason, the publishers say, why this pamphlet should be distributed
widely: It prepares the way for, and introduces, the Lenten season.
May it find a larger market even than its predecessors! Treo. HOYER

Proceedings of the Thirty-second Convention of the California and
Nevada District. 1936. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
1937. 20 pages. Price, 18 cts.
This report contains the record of the business transacted by this
convention. Tuzeo. HoYer
BOOKS RECEIVED
From the Judson Press, Philadelphia:

More World Stories Retold. Two hundred stories for retelling and
dramatization. By William James Sly. 297 pages, 5X73%. Price, $2.00.
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From the Abingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago:
Moeditations. Suggested by Biblical and other poetry. By Laura
H.Wild. 150 pages, 4%2X634. Price, $1.00.
From Harper & Brothers, New York and London:
Ninety-Nine Sermons for Children. A source-book of
By Rev.G.B.F.Hallock, M. A,, D.D. 119 pages, 5X8. Price, g

The Red Stocking and Other Christmas Stories. By Margaret W.
Eggleston. 153 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.50.

From Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Dreams Come True. By G.L.Wind. 161 pages, 5X7%. Price, $100.
Practical Christian Living. Choice Thoughts for Daily Meditation.
Compiled by Zelma Argue. 32 pages, 5%X7%. Price, 25 cts.
Flowers of the New Life. Meditations on the Love of the Savior.
By Edwin Raymond Anderson. 73 pages, 5% X7%. Price, 35 dl.) -
My Human Best, Filled with the Spirit. (Quiet Hour Series.
Richard Ellsworth Day. 94 pages. Prleg, 35 cts.

From the Warner Press, Anderson, Ind.:
A Call to Prayer. By Vivian Ahrendt. 159 pages. Price, $1.00.

From Ernst Kaufmann, Chicago, Ill.:

Luthc'rt:xt: El:::am:la‘rey Schools. fAthcatEloégw 1:!1-es¢.-ntingll'l‘.hwel m
purpose, us, gram o e Lutheran schoo

Northern Illinois District.p!gy Paul T. Buszin and Alfred Schmieding,
Editorial Committee. 48 pages, 53 %73. Price, 15 cts.

From W. A. Wilde Company, Boston, Mass.:

The Christian Gentleman. By William H. Ridgway. 143 pages, 5X7%-
Price, $1.25, -/
From Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, London, Edinburgh:

Cut from the Loaf. Expositions and meditations from the writings
of James M. Gray, D.D., LL.D. Compiled and edited by William Marion
Runyan. jolntroduetion by Will H. Houghton, D.D. 182 pages, 5X7%.
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