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I. Xmerika

U.L.C. and the Coming World Conferences. — From the minutes of
the executive board of the U.L.C., published in the Lutheran of Feb-
ruary 4, we see that, “it having been decided previously that the United
Lutheran Church in America would participate in the World Conference
of Faith and Order to be held in Edinburgh, Scotland, in August, 1937,
the following were elected as regular delegates: Dr. A. Steimle, Dr. Charles
M. Jacobs, Dr. A. R. Wentz, and Dr. E. E. Flack. The other members of the
commission, Dr. John Aberly, the Rev. T. G. Tappert, and Dr. W. H
Greever, were elected as alternates.” Concerning participation in the
Universal Christian Conference of Life and Work, the report says: “Due
to the fact that this conference, which asks for official representation
from the churches, continues to exercise the practise of cooption of in-
dividuals as members of the conference, thereby vitiating the official
character of the conference and giving much opportunity for special
propaganda, the United Lutheran Church in America, through its execu-
tive board, declined the invitation to participate in the meetings to be
held in Oxford, England, in the summer of 1937. ‘Coopted’ members are
individuals selected and elected by the continuation committee of the
conference itself without regard for the status of such individuals in the
church-bodies of which they are members. The United Lutheran Church
has consistently protested against this action on the grounds of both prin-
ciple and practise, without admitting either an unwillingness to cooperate
with others on a proper basis or a lack of interest in the great questions
to be discussed in such a conference. The following was submitted by
the officers as a part of their report and was adopted unanimously: ‘It
is recommended that the United Lutheran Church in America be not
represented at the meeting of the Universal Christian Conference on
Life and Work, the chief reason being that the membership of the con-
ference includes a large proportion of coopted individuals. The con-
ference thus ceases to be effectually a conference of the churches.’”

It seems to us that this refusal of U.L.C. officials to be represented
at Oxford this coming summer can justly be said to be based on a tech-
nicality. What one misses in the report is a discussion of the question to
what extent participation in these conferences would involve disloyalty
to Lutheran doctrine and principles. A.

A Pronouncement of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World
Convention on Intra-Lutheran and Interdenominational Relations. —
A document having the title Lutherans and Ecumenical Movements was
issued by said Executive Committee, and we here present it in toto. The
text is that submitted in the N. L. C. Bulletin, which we now quote: —

“Among the many items that received the consideration of the Exec-
utive Committee of the Lutheran World Convention when it met in New
York September 29 to October 6, 1936, was the cipation of Lutherans

in ecumenical Christian movements. On this subject a statement of prin-
ciples was adopted. Before this statement could be announced to the
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churches it had to be sent to and submitted to representatives of
the churches in the Scandinavian 'I"l‘:lhhlmwbeendone.oﬁdnl

translations have been made, and the Executive Committee herewith pre-

with the nnditishopedthntth"wﬂld!rd

o
fo the msﬁﬁe“:ehumhu andwﬂlhelpwthemtomoveper-
Kﬂu and bring clarity into a confusing situation. The statement

“The Present Trend to Ecumenicity

“L. Ours is a day of enlarging relationships. The recent advances of
the sciences and changed conditions in the economic, the edu-
and the political realms have brought about a number of ecu-

menical movements. Organizations and fellowships hitherto largely lim-
ited in scope are galvanizing themselves into world-wide proportions.
‘2. Religious bodies that have always laid claim to ecumenical char-
acter are pressing those claims today with new vigor. Prominent among
these are Roman Catholicism and Anglicanism. New organizations are
minhh being and are aggressively striving for ecumenical em—
sion. In many quarters it is held that wholesale disaster to the Chris-
tian Church can be averted only by closer integration of the Christian

Wo!

forces of the world. So there have come to be a number of cooperative
organizations seeking the participation of Christians and church-bodies

across national boundaries. Such are the World's Conference on Faith
and Order, the Universal Christian Conference on Life and Work, the
World Alliance for Promoting International Friendship through the

gm"' ggh:;:l:ﬁ’r':ntional Missionary Council, and the World Student

“3. With reference to participation in these ecumenical movements
others of more local scope our people are perplexed. With reference

to their relations with other Christian churches making ecumenical claims
our Lutheran churches are waiting for light and leading. The Lutheran
World Convention has several times discussed these and related questions
and has occasionally made pronouncements on certain aspects of the
ed. the ripeness of the times and the urgency

“A. The Ecumenical Character of Lutheranism

“Amid the many claims upon Lutheran churches to participate in
general ecumenical movements or to relate themselves to special Chris-
tian groups, it may be useful to point out the ecumenical character of
Lutheranism itsell. Even apart from the large number and the geo-
graphical distribution of its adherents, the very genius of Lutheranism
Is essentially ecumenical. It has always been so.

. "“The heart of Lutheranism comes from the heart of the Bible and has
its home in the heart of human personality. Based upon the prophetic
and apostolic Secriptures and growing out of the elemental human ex-
perience of personal faith, the Lutheran interpretation of the Gospel is
not bound to incidentals, such as polity or liturgy or type of Eleety. With
the God-man as its center and the universal priesthood of believers as
its radius, it covers the whole range of the human family and can never
be the exclusive possession of any particular race, nation, or tempera-
ment. Because Lutherans hold that the only marks of the true Church
are the Word and the Sacraments, they believe that there has been a true
Christian Church through all time and that ‘one holy Church will con-
::ue forever’ (Au l;g Cor&fessw n, Alrtf.VII). Bmumey l1:37 no

upon suc) and temporal forms as o on, human
|nﬂl.:.;u, rites and ceremonies, but teach that for ‘the true unity of the
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Church it is enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and
the administration of the Sacraments' (A. C., VII), they are to rec-
ognize true under whatever name or orgn!nﬁon may
be found. The universal appeal of the Lutheran interpretation of the
Gospel, the elemental quality of the Lutheran understanding of faith,
and the catholic breadth of the Lutheran doctrine of the Church

to Lutheranism an ecumenical quality that must be remembered in
days of emphasis upon externals. In the truest sense Lutheranism is
itself an ecumenical movement.

“B. The Need for Lutheran Solidarity

*“l. This fundamentally ecumenical character of Lutheranism should
receive more concrete expression than has yet been done. This concrete
expression is not a matter of principle, but only of expediency in view of
g:‘l’glel:;rengigus sxtuaélonexiill ut:; world. u'l;heLtimu neemft:hgumnd

e er ty alrea among the Lutherans of world
be cultivated and mobilize;in Lutheran world solidarity.

“2. The purpose of this outward expression of Lutheran
is not ostentation, not the display of size or so-called achievements. Nor
is it a political pu: , because Lutherans expressly renounce all secular
motives and repudiate all intention of invading the proper sphere of the
State. It is not in obeisance to an idealistic internationalism. Nor is it
to form a su‘l‘:er-Church; for that might hamper the individual churches
in their work. The purpose in seeking to develop Lutheran solidarity is
to help meet the difficulties that confront our churches just now in com-
mon with all Christendom, to unite our forces in support of our Lutheran
brethren who even now are suffering for their faith, and to secure co-
operation of Lutherans everywhere in entering the new doors and trav-
ersing the new paths that God has recently opened to the progress of
the evangelical spirit. The purpose is to help one another in preserving,
and sharing with all nations, the treasures we possess in the Gospel of
our Lord, whom we know to be the Redeemer of the world from sin.

“3. This purpose is to be achieved —

“(a) By prosecuting vigorously all the objectives of the Lutheran
World Convention as expressed in the resolutions adopted by its general
gatherings;

“(b) By cultivating a Lutheran consciousness in individual Lu-
therans and in Lutheran church-bodies;

“(c) By furthering Lutheran unity within the several lands where
Lutheran forces are not at present united;

“(d) By forming a practical entente, or alliance, among all the Lu-
theran church-bodies in the world; and

“(e) By harmonious voice and united action with reference to pres-
ent-day ecumenical movements and general cooperative organizations
among Christians, approving what appears to Lutherans to be evangelical
in those movements and organizations and repudiating what appears to
us to be unevangelical.

“4. In thus expressing the world solidarity of Lutheranism, it will be
constantly incumbent upon the Lutheran churches of the world to bear
unequivocal witness to the truth of the Gospel as they understand it.
This will involve several relationships of these churches:—

- G.:a(;) Their relation to their common Lutheran heritage in the Word
o H

“(b) Their relation to one another as Lutheran churches; and

“(c) Their relation to Christian churches claiming ecumenical char-
acter in themselves and to other churches in those movements and or-
ganizations that aim at the solution of present-day problems of larger
scope.
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“C. Recommendations

“The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Convention there-
fore makes the following recommendations:—

“I. Concerning Evangelical Consciousness

“l. That the Lutheran World Convention take all possible measures
fo deepen the lical consciousness of the Lutheran churches of the
world, to intensify Eelr devotion to the person of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and fo stimulate their fidelity to His revealed Word.

‘2. That the Lutheran World Convention urge each of the Lutheran
churches of the world to take warning from the present religious situa-
tion and to multiply its efforts to cultivate the Lutheran consciousness of
its members and faithfulness to the Gospel of our Lord.

o u‘:. ml:i the Luthethr:n World Convenﬁ?n wcahm the Ludleri:‘x; churches
world against growing range of su rnicious uences as
atheism, secularism, syncretism, sectarianism, mdp;ouuco-eeclesiasticim.

“Il. Concerning Lutheran World Solidarity

“L That the Lutheran World Convention take all ble measures
to clllgvate ll:l:sg the Lutheran chu{;hes &f the \iforl a sense of eo!fno-
mon to am em the implements n T

terest L fashion among p ecessary

“2. That the Lutheran World Convention urge each of the Lutheran
churches of the world to cultivate in its members a sense of common
interest, above all with the Lutherans of the whole world.

“3. That the Lutheran World Convention with its volume of service
to World Lutheranism present itself as the agent for such world-wide
cooperation among Lutherans as the churches of the several lands may

to employ in these efforts to cultivate their evangelical conscious-
ness and their sense of Lutheran solidarity.

“4, That the Lutheran World Convention urge the Lutheran churches
of the world in their relations with other churches and general ecumen-

movements or organizations carefully to maintain existing unities
among those who hold the Lutheran interpretation of the Christian faith
and not to jeopardize the solidarity of ecumenical Lutheranism.

“IIl. Concerning Ecclesiastical Relationships

“l. That, recognizing that there are true Christians in every Church
of whatever name, the Lutheran churches of the world should approach
the question of their relationship with general movements in the spirit
of catholicity and without hostility or prejudice. While they should make
no effort to gloa:(fenuine difference, they should nevertheless proceed
in the sincere and humble desire to render service and cooperate in
works of Christian love.

“2. That the Lutheran churches of the world should proceed with
united front in their relations with ecumenical Christian movements,
general cooperative organizations, or Christian churches claiming uni-
versality. They should agree among themselves as to their united par-

tion or non-participation.

“3. That participation of Lutheran churches in cooperative move-
ments or general organizations among the Protestant churches of the
world can be effected only when the following principles are observed:—

“(a) The cooperative movement or general organization guarantees
fo every participating Church the right to declare unequivocally what it
believes concerning Christ and His Gospel and to testify definitely and

against error; and the cooperative movement or general organi-

zation guarantees that such testimony will receive courteous and respect-
ful hearing. =y
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“(b) The cooperative movement or general organization specifically
declares that the participating churches are not bound the actions of
the entire group nor are responsible for the opinions of entire

but only such actions and opinions as the individual church-bodies -
selves may enact or adopt.

"ﬁ)’ The cooperative movement or general organization in all of its
mfch m?bﬂfemc&mdpmhwmﬂmudo!omddwhﬂm
of church- es. :

“(d) The cooperative movement or general organization cherishes
only such purposes as lie within the proper sphere of church activity.
It recognizes that the proper functions of the Church are the of
the Word, the administration of the Sacraments, and the
the works of Christian love. The true function of the Church does not
include the use of the church organization as an agency for the
enactment or enforcement of law nor the application of other
o ext(e) Thhm' 1 organization

“(e e cooperative movement or general o
the following doctrines and principles, derived from the Horm
tures, to be fundamental to the Christian message: —

“(1) The fatherhood of God, revealed in His Son Jesus Christ, and
gheH:onship bestowed by God, through Christ, upon all who believe
in Him,

“(2) The true godhead of Jesus Christ and His redemption of the
g;ﬂg}:lymlil‘is life and death and resurrection; and His living presence in

urch.

“(3) The continued activity of God the Holy Spirit among men, call-
ing them into the fellowship of Jesus Christ and enlightening and sanc-
tifying them through the gifts of His grace.

“(4) The supreme importance of the Word of God and the Sacra-
ments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper as the means through which
the Holy Spirit testifies of Christ and thus creates and strengthens faith.
(In common with the whole Evangelical Lutheran Church we e.onf the
mystery of the Real Presence in the Sacrament of the Lord's Sugpﬂ’-
and we invite all Christians to a renewed study of the of the
g:l:lrisncl;lptums concerning this Sacrament and the Sacrament of Holy

p! A

“(5) The authority of the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments as the only rule and standard by which all
doctrines and teachers are to be judged. )

“(6) The reality and universality of sin and the inability of men,
because of sin, to attain righteousness or earn salvation through their
own character or works. <7

“(7) The love and the righteousness of God. who for Christ’s sake
bestows forgiveness and righteousness upon all who believe in Christ.

“(8) The present existence upon earth of the n of
founded by His Son Jesus Christ, not as an external organization, but as
a spiritual reality and an object of faith.

. “(9) The hope of Christ’s second coming to be the Judge of the liv-
ing and the dead and to complete the kingdom of God.

“4. That the Lutheran World Convention urge the Lutheran churches
of the world to maintain a united front in combating militant ecclesias-
ticism wherever it seeks to invade evangelical ranks or with politico-
ecclesiastical measures to oppress evangelical minorities, and that the
Lutheran World Convention authorize and implement a special agency
to have charge of this matter.”

This is a long statement, but it is undeniable that it is important,
constituting an earnest attempt to lay down correct principles to guide
Lutherans in their attitudes toward each other and toward other denomi-
nations. We are here stating our first reaction. The document, while
commendable in many particulars, has its weaknesses and faults. For
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one thing, the authors do not differentiate sufficiently between a nominal
and a real Lutheranism. By implication something is said on this point,
but there should have been incorporated a more vigorous and direct
reference to it. With respect to contact with other Christian bodies, the
authors insist, as a condition of cooperation, on acceptance of certain
doctrines and principles which indeed are important, but which, on the
one hand, are too comprehensive for determining whether or not a given
church-body should be regarded as Christian and which, on the other
hand, are not comprehensive enough for the establishment of church-
fellowship. It seems to us there is a chasm here which the authors have
failed to bridge. They recognize that “there are true Christians in every
Church of whatever name,” and still they limit the circle of those church-
bodies with which they are willing to cooperate to those that accept the
nine doctrines and principles given under III,3,e. We ask, By what are
they guided in deciding with whom to cooperate? Must the respective
church-body merely be one that can be called a Christian Church, or
must it be Christian and orthodox, or must it be Christian and in the
greater part of its doctrines orthodox? One gets the impression that the
authors have unwittingly slipped from a discussion of the question of
outward cooperation into that of church-fellowship. Furthermore, a per-
son naturally asks, What is meant by the expression (III,1) “to render
service and cooperate in works of Christian love”? Have the authors in
mind outward cooperation (as we just surmised), for instance, Lutheran
representation on a governmental commission for Army and Navy chap-
laincies and participation in a campaign for famine relief in China, or do
they think of joint religious endeavors, such as the evangelization of
China or Afghanistan would be? If cooperation in externals is thought
of, why the insistence on the above-mentioned nine points of doctrines
and principles? Let us hope that, as a discussion of this statement of
the Executive Committee will be carried on, these and other matters will
receive clarification and, where necessary, correction. A.

Free Conference on Theological Trends. — Wartburg Theological
Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, the Western School of Prophets of the Amer-
ican Lutheran Church, is planning the establishment of an intersynodical
Luther Academy for the second half of July, 1937. This is envisaged
as a sort of free educational conference on a higher level, open to any
one who cares to participate. Its object is to bring leading men of our
Church into closer contact with one another and also to enable our
pastors to become more conversant with the theological, social, and
genenally current questions of the day. That both are necessary if our
Lutheran Church is to recognize and discharge the function which it
has for our land and people hardly needs further comment. The
conference is to meet for ten days (July 19—29), and on the basis
of well-prepared lectures by leading men in their lines is to discuss
important questions in the field of theology and the practical work
of the Church in this day and age. The full name given to the enter-
prise is Luther Academy for Religion and Life, a name suggested by
the Lutherakademie of Sondershausen, Germany, a similar undertaking,
which has produced most valuable results for mutual recognition and

a1
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understanding of Lutherans over there. If it meets with the necessary
support, it will be continued from year to year. The cost will be
nominal, just enough to cover expenses. A letter or postal card to
Dr.Emil Rausch, President, Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, will
bring more detailed information.

The above report is taken over from the National Lutheran Council
Bulletin. We have reccived the personal assurance that this Luther
Academy will be conducted strictly as a free conference and that par-
ticipation in it will not involve unionism. The lecturers are Drs.Hult,
‘Reu, Mellby, Gullixson, Schaefer, all of whom are Lutherans, and one
man from the University of Chicago, Dr.John T.McNeill A.

Brief Items.—The year 1936 marked the jubilee of the Bethel
Mission. It was founded in Berlin fifty years ago in connection with
the acquisition of German colonies in Africa. In its fields the Bethel
Mission has eighteen chief stations and 169 outstations, 10 native pastors,
339 men and 59 women helpers, and 17,945 Christians. In the 174 village
schools and two intermediate schools for boys and two for girls there
are 8501 pupils. In the Bukoba field the mission is experiencing a
remarkable revival among the heathen. New groups constantly offer
themselves for Baptism, and the capacities of the few missionaries are
strained to the utmost. (The Presbyterian.) — The Archbishop of Canter-
bury, so a correspondent of the Living Church writes from London, is
being bitterly attacked by several British newspapers on account of
what he said when King Edward abdicated and on account of his “recall
to religion.” We are told, however, that the public, generally speaking,
is inclined to support the archbishop and that his “recall to religion” is
bearing good fruit.—In the question-box column of the Christian Cen-
tury, where in a recent issue the matter of Christian union and the
Episcopalian insistence on acceptance of the historic episcopate as a con-
dition of union were discussed, the editor says: “Little progress will be
made toward the conversion of the free churches to the acceptance of
the historic episcopate, particularly when the validity of Anglican orders
is denied by the Roman Church.” What a dark day it would be for
Christianity if the church-bodies professing it all agreed to accept this
condition of the Protestant Episcopal Church and of Rome as one laid
down by Christ, the Head of the Church!—One of our exchanges
reports: For half a century the North Africa Mission has maintained
a healing and preaching center in Tripoli, the only evangelical witness
in the whole of Libya. Complying with government requirement, the
purpose of the mission was described as “explaining the way of salvation
through the Lord Jesus Christ in obedience to His commands and also
endeavoring to show the love of God in our medical consultations.”
A government ordinance authorized the mission on three conditions:
(a) No religious propaganda; (b) nurses to have Italian diplomas;
(c) promises to conform to hygiene inspector’s regulations. The mis-
sionary doctor was unaware of this ordinance until it was read to him
at the police station on October 13, last, and then, charged with not ob-
serving its terms, a second ordinance, dated October 1, was handed to
him, and this ordered the closing of the mission.— The magazine This
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Week is quoted as stating that America’s current annual crime bill is
fifteen hillion dollars. Stated simply, that amounts to $120 a year or $10
a month for every man, woman, and child in the United States. Every
year our prison population increases by 25,000 inmates. Felonies now
number 5000 a day, or more than 1,500,000 annually. The Federal
Government records 5,000,000 persons in its criminal files and estimates
that 500,000 professional criminals are at large. According to one
authority, 135,000 murderers are at large, or more than all the police-
men in the land. (The Presbyterian.) — A person can hardly trust his
eyes when he sces in recent reports from New York City that the
Protestant membership in that metropolis is merely 454,045, which
means less than 7 per cent. of the population, and that the Sunday-school
enrolment is merely 194,428, which makes it a little more than 2 per
cent. What a mission-field —In the American Lutheran Church the
golden jubilee of the New Guinea Mission at Madang was observed last
March. The Rhenish Society founded this mission, and during the
World War its management and maintenance were assumed by the
Australian Lutheran Church and the Jowa Synod. In 1932 the field was
taken over definitely by the American Lutheran Church. The mission
l?lnbeu 9 stations and 16,000 members.— The shah of Iran has given
his strong support to the unveiling of women. The queen and court
appear in public unveiled; all the more educated women have followed
their example. Cinemas, shops, and public places are barred to veiled
women. (The Presbyterian.) — We learn from the religious press that
in Indiana a Baptist minister, Rev.Verdi Allen, pastor of the Beech
Grove Baptist Church of Indianapolis, is valiantly testifying against the
false teachings of evolution and the attempt to teach this theory to
pupils in the public schools of the State. It is reported that he found
evidence that pupils in the eighth grade of some school in Indianapolis
were taught Darwinism. He discovered furthermore that the infamous
book of Van Loon in which the animal ancestry of man is taught as
a fact had been put on the State’s list of reference books. First there
was some falk of a debate, before a scientific jury, between Van Loon
and Pastor Allen; but the former has now, as reported, definitely
refused to engage in such a debate.— Who are the Uniats? One sees
the term occasionally, and hence we herewith submit a definition which
appeared in the Living Church: “The Uniats are Christians of various
Eastern rites who have at one time or another split off from the Eastern
orthodox communion and accepted the papal obedience, retaining many
of their own rites and ceremonies.” Dwelling on the Roumanian Uniats,
this paper, quoting America (Catholic), informs us that these people
are permitted to celebrate mass in their own language. Rome has
here adapted itself to the exigencies of a particular situation.—In
Roumania a strange anti-Semitic fanaticism is said to be manifesting
itself. The leader of the movement is Cornelius Z.Codreanu. Opposing
Communism as well as the Jews and their influence, this man and his
followers are described as being brutally intolerant, not stopping at
torture and murder in carrying out the dictates of their misguided,
unbridled religious ardor. If the report before us is correct, then this
movement wants to “purge public life, exterminate corruption and cor-
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rupters, and reorganize social life on a new basis. — Seabury-Western
Theological Seminary, a Protestant Episcopal school located at Evans-
ton, Ill., “now requires students to obtain their bachelor’s degree in arts
or science before beginning the study of theology. Students without
a bachelor’s degree from an approved college are accepted as special
students only and cannot become candidates for the bachelor-of-divinty
degree.” — The total Moslem population of India, 77,500,000, exceeds the
combined Moslem populations of Arabia, Persia, Turkey, Egypt, Syria,
and Palestine. Indian Moslems have sent missionaries to Europe,
Africa, and America and support mosques in Berlin, London, Australia,
Brazil, and Trinidad. (The Presbyterian.) A

II. Ausland

Einec, heilige, driftlide Kivde. Jn ciner liturgijden Glofje” unter
dbem Titel Una Sancta? behandelt D. Fr. Braun-Miindien bie Tatfadye, daf
in ben Worten ded bdritten Actifels8 .eine, Heilige, driftlihe Sirdje” bad
cine ald Bablivort und nidit ald unbeftimmter YArtifel gemeint ift. Beis
Taufig ticft aber feine Didtujjion aud) Lidht auf dad Wort ,driftlide”, bad
ba8 lateinijdje Wort catholicam Iwiedergibt. Hodlirdlide Sireife in pros
teftantifgen Gemeinfdaften Gaben je und je fiiv Lriftlide” aud) im Deuts
fdyen ober Englijdien . Iatholijdje” ober “catholic” regiticrt, und eine neue
Bodhlirdjlidhe Midhtung Ivirht gegentvirtig gerabegu um bdies MWort ald bes
fondexs paffend fiix unfere [eit. Aber das Wort , dyriftlidGe” ift Hier durds
aus paffend, und {don vor Luifer, vie D. Braun geigt, twar diefed Wort im
britten Artilel im Gebraud). D. Braun fdireibt in feinem Actilel, ber in ber
#U. E 2 8. exfdjienen ift: ,Nur wei Veifpicle monumentaler Uk feien
bem Rfefer vorgefiifri. eber ber iiberlebendgrofen Apoftelgefialien, bie
aifden 1459 und 1487 iiber den Arlabenpfeilern bded Mitteldiffs der
grauentirdie su Memmingen auf die Sargwand gemalt find, ift in Hods
gefdivungenem Sdriftband das nad) ber mittelalterlidhen Jrodlfteilung ded
Strebo gufommende Belenninisititd beigegeben. Man liejt u Haupten ded
Matthius und ded Bariholomiusd: ,Jdh gloub in Bailgen gaift — die criftans
lidhen Bailgen firden gemeinjdjatot der Bailgen.! Jn bder Borhale von
€t. Jeno vor Bad Reidenball find in die Seitentvinde im Jahre 1521 givei
priditige Tafeln aus rotem Marmor cingelafien, auf denen der gange Nates
disSmus der mittelalterlidhen Stirdye, wic ihn nad) jeinem wefentliden Gtoff
Luther fibernommen Hat: Delalog, Stredo, Vaterunfer uftv., dem Nirdjenvoll
bergegentvdrdigt ift. Hier ijt die Formel: ,Jdh gelaub in den Heiligen Geijt
Dy heylig driftenlich tirdien gemainfdjafft der Heyligen.* — Nebenbei toicd
ber Lefer, dem der lateinijhe Wortlaut bed dritten Artifels ,Credo in Spiri-
tum Sanctum, sanctam ecclesiam catholicam*® uji. gegenivdrtig ift, bie
Wahenehmung fid) nidt entgefen laffen, daf in den mitgeteilten Beifpielen
(e8 qilt bies bon allen oben crivifnten) das catholicam berjdjivindet, daf alfo
Luther ciner alten fiberlieferung folgte und nidit eine ,Faljdung* ded3 Apos
jtolifums, balv. de8 Nizinums, {id) Heraudgenommen Hat, ivie ein Stontros
verjift ded 18. Jahrhunderid (bgl. Sdielforn, Bricfiv., . 840) ifm bortvarf,
tenn er, Bier mit der oberdeutfhen Trabdition einiggehend, ben ifm ges
laufigen Wortlaut in den Sileinen, baw. Grofen Statedjismus cinjtelte.”
Die Begeidmung . driftliche” im bdritten Artilel ift dedhalb Beute fo eits
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gemaf, weil fie unferer verduferliten Beit die grofe Wahrheit ind Ge-
badjinis guriidruft, baf die wirllid allgemeine ober atfolijde Stirdje, die
communio sanctorum, nur qus joldjen befteht, bie im mwafren Sinn driftlid,
Le, an Qfriftum glaubig, find. Da3 Jbeal, dbad unferer Beit gewdhmlid
!lr[#mﬂ. ift ba8 einer grofien, allgemeinen, jidhtbaren Stirdje, eine irdijdye,
aufierlidie Organifation, alfo bad Jdeal Roms. 32T M.

But 2age in Deutfhland. Etivas Einblid in die Bujténde dritben liefert
li!l Hckilel bed Hevausgebers der .. €. L. N.“, Pfarrer D. W. Laibles, den
Ioic locgen Der Widjtigleit der Enifcheidungen, die gu treffen find, Hier volls
ftindig abbruden. Der Titel de3 Artileld ift ,Eine Stunbe ber Sirdje”.

«2et Crlaf ded NeidiBlanglers gur Wall einer neuen Generalfynode ijt
weilfin mit Dant und Genughmng aufgenommen tvorben. Er belunbdet
ben fejten Millen ded Fiihrers, daf er Frieben in ber Stirdhe fefen mwill;
und ba died auf bem bisherigen Weg nicht gelungen ift, foll eine Neus
othmung gefdhafien erben, zunddijt durd) die freie Wahl einer Gemerals
fmode. Die firdhe foll in voller Freifeit nach eigener Vejtimmung ded
Sirdienboll fidy felbjt die neue Verfafjung und bamit eine neue Ordnung
geben. Die Stirdie in boller Freibeit’, damit ift deutlid gefagt, daf der
Elaat fi) jeder Einmifdung in den Neuaufbau der Stirde enthalten mwill,
entfprediend bem efen de3 neuen Staated, ber, Ivie ber Biltifde Bes
oboditer' ausfiifet, ein Meid) von diefer Welt* jein tIll und ,bdie Glaubens-
freibeit jebed cingelnen umangetaftet ldft.* Die Gencralfymobe foll einen
Bujtand Berbeifilhren, ,der dic Frage des Belenniniffed von jeber audy nur
{&einbaren Berquidung mit dem Staate (3t und gana offenfidhtlich zu bem
madit, a8 fie file die Mationalfozialiften immer tvar, gu einer privaten
Ungelegenbeit. ©o der Deadjtliche Stommentar zu dem Sanalererlaf im
.Bil:iicbm Yeobadjter'. Die Stirdie Hat dbad Wort!, jo [dlickt der Koms=
mentar,

»Bic Ivitd fie bad Wort nehmen? Sie fteht bor Entfdjeidbungen, ivie
fie nie gejtanden Gat feit ben Tagen der Meformation. €3 ift nidgt mefe
die Beit gu Meinlidhen Stampfen; e ijt cine Stunde der Stirdje von emis
nentem Mafy angebrodjen, und der miifite taub fein, der nidht ausd dem
greibeiterlafy ded Sianglers die Stimme Gotted Heraushorte: Stunbde ber
firdel Qaft fie die Stunde ungeniipt, wehe ihr! Mijbraudt fie bie
Ctunbe, nodjmal8 tehe ifr! Junddit wird fie die ,Vorbereitung’ der Wajl
uc Generalfynode abzutvarien Haben, die bem Neiddtirdenminifter von dem
Fiibrer fibertragen wurde. Wber die Hauptjadie ift die Wahl felbjt. Schon
vor ifrem Beginn muf {idg die Stivdie flaxr fein, wad jie will, um twas 3
id fiir fie Ganbelt.

»E8 ift Iein leerer Plaly, auf dem bie Stirdje jteht. Bunddjt ftebt fie
auf dem Artifel 1 ded Reichslirdjengefeses, wonad) dic Grunbdlage der ebans
geliffien Stirdie dad Eoangelium bon JEfus Ehriftus ift und die Velenniniffe
der Meformation. Diefe Grundlage ijt unaufgebbar. @ibt die Stirde das
Coangelium auf, Bat jie aufgehort, Stivdhe zu fein. Diefe Grundlage muf
a8 Funbament aud) fiic die Wahl toerden. Wer bdie Grundlage verldpt,
Bat damit die Stirdje verlaffen und Hat fein Medht, fidh) bei iGren Wahlen zu
beltigen. Damit [deiden von felbit dic aus, die aud der Sirdje ausgetreten
find, ebenjo bie Anhanger der Deutiden Glaubensbeivegung, die fich notorifd
ton dem Glauben der Stirdie [odjagten; nidjt minber alle, die ben Stampf
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gegen Apoftel und PropHeten, gegen ben Glauben und die Vefenniniffe der
Sticdje auf ihre Fahne gejdhricben Gaben. Wir gonnen ihnen bie Crridiung
ciner cigenen Stirdje’, oder ivie fie e8 nennen twollen; fie follen gerubig in
cinem Bolle 1wohnen, in dem jeber ,nady feiner Faffon' felig werden lanm.
Mue bei dber Gencralfynode ciner Stirdje, die auf jener genannien Grunblage
fteht, Haben fie nidht miteingufommen. Dasd ift bad cine. Jum andern find
im MNeidyslicdiengefely dbie Sirdjen der cingelnen Gebicte anerlannt, beren
Befenninid nidjt angetaftet werden foll. Damit find die Mutherijden Sfirden
anccfannt, cbenfo die NReformierten und lnierten. Diefe Sicden find nody
ba; und wasd dic Iutherifdien Nirdjen anbetrifft, fo Yaben fid) diefe gum
grifiten Teil im Mat der Luiberifdien Stirde Deutfdjlands* gujammenges
flofien. Diejer Jujammenjdilup darf und joll nidht wicder weggervijdt
toexben; cr bilbet cinen mwerivollen Faltor bei den Wahlen gur Generals
fynobe. Denn twenn cine Kirdje auf dem Evangelium und den Befenninifjen
der Neformation jtehi, jind e8 in erfter Linie die Iuiberifden Sivden. Filc
den ,Qutberijdien Nat* gilt ungtwceifelhaft dic Mahnung: ,Halte, wasd du faft!*

»20er nidyt nur diefes dufere Nirdjengebilde und nid)t nur der Artilel 1
bes Meidyslicdjengefefses jichen auf dem Stirdjenplap. Inaivifhen Gaben fidy
jtarfe Vewequngen der Nirdje bemddiigt, Bewegungen um Sdrift und Bes
fennini8, aud) bieje {ind da. So viel Menfdjlicdhes8 dabei unterlaufen ift,
8 ijt durd jie viel gejdjchen, um bdie Gemeinbden bei Gotied Wort gu balien,
den Glauben 3u fticlen, ritterlid fiic die Sadje Gotted ecingutreten. Sie
haben Opfer gebradyt, grofe Opfer, unbd gehren jdjon dedhalb in eine Genes
raljynobe Hinein, Wie im ecingelnen die Wablen au gejtalten find, relde
Ordnung fid) die Generaljynode geben will, iiberlafjfen twir den berufenen
Fithrern.  Auf fie wird man Horen miifjen; Pacrer und Sticchenvoll rwerden
fid jtrengjte Dijziplin geloben, damit zuftande fonunt, twad gujtande Ioms
men joll.

»Nur cind fagen toir nody, und das ift bas Widptigite. G licben Brilder
Bin und Ber, toir bejdwdren eud) vor Gott, daf ihr bad Siriegsbeil ausd den
Hinden legt. €8 gilt Heute nicht mehr cine ,Gruppe’, fondern die Sirde.
Die ,Stunde der Stirdie’, dic und Gott gegeben Hat, mufy eine Stunde ded
Vegribniffes twerden, ded Vegribnijjed bon Streit und Jant, bon Geridt und
Berdbammnis innerhalb der glaubigen Gemeinde; eine Stunde ded Hanbdes
reidiend der Getrennten, der in Spannung Lebenden, ded Fricdemadjens vor
bem UAngejidht ICfu Chrifti. Steiner fann ¢8 verantivorten, lenn it ties
ber getrennt bie Sadje der Stirdje filhren, viclleidjt gar in bie Wahlen den
alten Streit Gincintragen. E8 geht um eine SMirdje, die Stirdje Ehrifti, und
umn ein Belenninis, bas der Neformation. Wir find ja dod) von ,einem
Stamm‘ und follen baher aud) fiir cinen Mann flefen. MWerden Ivic
untercinanber Frieden madjen, dann tird der Gott ded Friedend mit und
fein; enn nidjt, wicd ex uns verlafjen, und jein Geridht ift unaufhaltjom.
Der Ernft der Jeit ift grof; vieler Hergen find mit Sorgen exfiilli; niemand
tocifi, tvie e8 enben foll. €8 ift grofe Ginabe, dafy Glott und den Weg eigt,
ben it gefen follen, den Weg feined Evangeliums, den Weg de3 Velennt-
niffes, den MWeg des Fricdend untercinander. ,Tu du dad Deine, fo fut
Gott dad Seine.' Gchen toir feinen Weg, Ivicd er aud) dburd) grofe Wafjer
Bahn madjen; und die Nirdje der Freifeit mwird cine Stirde feiner Chre
terden, ein Segen fiir unfer Boll, ein Hort fiir die Julunft.” F. .M.
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