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The Pastor and the Pastoral Cure of Souls 

A. the pastor of today surveys the scene presented by life In 
twentieth-century America, the setting In which he must practise 
his profession, he cannot but be impressed by the increasing mag­
nitude of the task set for him. This task is indeed many-sided. 
It lncludes the functions of the public ministry, the preaching of 
the Word and the public administration of the Sacraments; it in­
cludes the teaching functions of the ministry in the educational 
activiUes of the Church; it includes administrative tasks as execu­
tive head of a rather complex organization; it includes missionary 
ldlviUes and frequently service in synodical offices; it includes 
a prominence in the community at large, particularly when moral 
Issues are at stake; and it includes the maintaining of delicately 
balanced IOcial relationships with all types and classes of men. 
But the pastor's task certainly includes the cure of human souls, 
the penonal healing ministry to the sin-sick souls of the individuals 
whose spiritual health and well-being he is obligated to foster and 
to promote. This tuk has in all ages been the most difficult of 
aecamp]iahment of all the tasks imposed upon the ministry; but its 
dlliculUes have been immeasurably increased by the changes which 
have taken place In American life within the memory of genera­
tions now living. 

These changes Include particularly the accelerated pace at 
which modern life itself is moving today, the continuous change of 
behavior patterns 1n every relationship of life, and the resultant 
atrea and strain upon the nervous and emotional system of the 
indlvldual. Modern Inventions and techniques, the fierce competi­
tion of an overindustriallzed, socially maladjusted age, the curtail­
ment of the productive span of man's life, the urbanization of rural 
areu through advanced means of communication, - these and 
many other facton have caused the currents of life to flow with 
almost lncredlble swiftness 1n the world of today. Even casual 
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observen will note that people everywhere an alwaya busy. Ever, 
one seems to be perpetually In a hurry. 'l'bere ls an endlea bus­
tllng and bustling about. Everything and everybody ls h.C!II ;nt]J 
In a state of flux. Momentowi changes, upaettmg all baJIDCW'I fa 
industrial, bWllness, and aoclal organization, an contlnua]Jy Im­
pending. Thwi men everywhere are exceedingly preoccupied wltb 
the pressing affairs of their dally lives and all too often have little 
time or energy to spare for spiritwtl Interests. 

Moreover, the accelerated pace at which llfe ls movlnl today 
has produced friction at many points, as speed always will. People 
generally are nervous and emotionally unstable; they are eully 
initated and aroused to resentment and anger. There ls a tremen• 
dous increase in diseases which affect the nervous system and the 
mind of man. Observers have noted that men seem to be lOliDI 
the ability to think clearly and dispassionately and that they seem 
increasingly reluctant to concentrate their attention upon subJecfl 
demanding abstract reasoning. These impatient, nervous, busy, 
practical men are not apt to give leisurely, respectful attention to 
their pastor when he seeks to minister to their souls, and they are 
more and more inclined to resent his admonitions and exhortatlom. 

Other changes have occurred In the social and cult&iral life 
of man which profoundly affect the work of the pastor of today. 
Modem means of transportation and communication have broken 
down the walls which formerly isolated people in their group 
relationships. The spread of universal education bas widened man'• 
mental and cultural horizon, but has also exposed his mind and 
heart to many influences which are destructive of Christian ideals. 
The radio, the cinema, the newspaper, the illustrated magazine, the 
modem novel, - all these and many other productions of this age 
have done their share in crowding out of man's life the ideals of 
religion and in imposing upon the mass of Christians and non­
Christians alike the moral code of Hollywood and the etblcal 
standards of the underworld. The automobile and its growilll 
offspring, the trailer, have in a measure succeeded in disrupting 
communal and family life and have created increasingly serious 
problems of a soclal and moral nature. The disintegration of family 
life alone, with its implied weakening of parental authority, Its 
coarsening of emotional fiber, its loosening of. the ties of monl 
restraint, has profoundly affected and magnifiid the task of the 
pastor. The repeal of prohibition with the amazing resurrection of 
the old-time saloon In a more attractive and hence more destructive 
guise, the alarming increase of the drinking habit in both men and 
women, the many problems that grow out of Intemperance in f!'lerJ 
form, - all these have created new perplexities for the faithful 
pastor. The present laxity of the code of business ethics, the evils 
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ci lmtalment buying, the loan shark, political corruption, the com­
p1ex qU8ltlom atfec:tlng the relatiomblp of capital and labor,­
am.tlan people are touched and lnftuenced by all these mo­
mentous iaua. All add new strands to the tangled wt!b which 
llllka up life In twentieth-century America. The pastor must deal 
with all thae and with many other lnftuencea ln his work of min­
istering to the aoula of men. He cannot take men away from these 
environmental factors; men must live and work ln the midst of 
them; 10 he must meet them, and somehow he must succeed, 
despite all obstacles, In his task of commanding the attention of 
men that he might mlnlater to their immortal souls ln their ever­
lnmulng needs. 

The pastor of today is further handicapped In his pastoral work 
by the low esteem In which he and his office are often held by the 
world and, a1u, also by all too many Christians of this generation. 
'l'be putor of yesterday was indispensable to his people In every 
relatiomblp of life. He was their friend, counselor, and guide. 
'l'be guidance and comfort of religion were vital necessities to the 
mus of Chriltlan people. Yesterday's pastor found an open door 
for his ministrations almost everywhere, and he was privileged, as 
• rule, to attend to his pastoral labors with a deep sense of satis­
factton and joy. To many church people of today the pastor is no 
longer a counselor and guide in the affairs of life. It is his business 
to preach, and he is heard with a degree of patience when ln the 
pulpit. But his pastoral attention, his personal ministry, is sought 
aa1y in days of illness or distress by a considerable number of his 
members. Many call for his services only on the occasion of bap­
tisms, weddings, or funerals. Even some of his most faithful mem­
bers no longer regard the pastor with the reverence and respect 
common in Chriatians of an earlier age. They accept his ministra­
tiom with a new air of good-fellowship, of critical appraisal, of 
employerllke good will. It is not surprising that the pastor of to­
day, being all too human, frequently "Roes about his pastoral duties 
with a heavy heart, that he is sometimes tempted to question the 
worth-whlleness of his calling, that he is often oppressed with a 
sense of futility, a consciousness of defeat. 

Yet definite signs of the dawning of a new day of opportunity 
for the Christian ministry are not wanting. The gods of material­
ism, 10 ardently wonbiped by the world and all too many Chris­
tians in the days of prosperity, have not given longed-for happiness 
and •Uafactton to their devotees. The day of disWuslonment has 
came for many who In more prosperous days had turned away 
from the lerVlce of God to the service of Mammon. The dizzy days 
of the third decade of the twentieth century, with their prevailing 
"lucx!ea" philmophy, are gone. Books on "how to succeed" are no 
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longer best sellen. Self-hypnotfam u a substitute for an adequate, 
satisfying philosophy of life hu bad its day. The c1allD8 daJa al 
the third decade, with the collapse of man'• pet ■cheme■ far lllf­
enrichment and self-aggrandizement, definitely u■bered ID a mw 
day, when men, bankrupt in wealth and assurance, once more ■eek 
comfort and peace in the reabn of religion. True, in the world at 
large this new approach to religion is all too frequently not alolll 
the lines well established in the Law and Gospel; it all too often 
expends its energies fruitlessly in the fields of philosophy, IOCloloo, 
metaphysics, and psychology; but it does indicate the dawn of • 
new day of opportunity and blessed service for the Christian min• 
ister and for the Christian Church in every department of Cbril­
tian work. Men have become conscious of a great void In their 
hearts and lives, a void which can be adequately filled only by the 
truths and comforts of Christ's religion. The Church has never bad 
more glorious opportunities than she has in this age of man'• dis­
illusionment. There was never a greater need for consec:rated men 
to devote their lives to the Christian ministry and to bring to the 
longing hearts of men the comfort and peace of the Gospel through 
faithful missionary and pastor:il work. And the Luthenn putor 
of today, equipped with unshaken faith and profound love for souls, 
bearing the unadulterated. Gospel of God's salvation, must realize 
that in God's providence he has been made a "keeper of the wells 
of salvation" in one of the most critical periods of human bistorY, 
and both in his missionary and in his pastoral work he must eagerly 
seize every opportunity to minister to the dying souls of sin-sick 
men. He will find that the people of his ftoek, to whom he Is 
primarily obligated, also have been affected by the many in8uences 
in the world of today which are destructive of Christian faith. that 
they are no longer the simple, unsophisticated, pious folk to whom 
his predecessors were privileged to minister, that the "cure of 
souls," always a delicate and difficult work, has grown to be a more 
dillicult lrulk with each succeeding year, that his work is all too 
often not appreciated even by his own people. He will often be 
compelled to go about his pastoral work with a heavy heart; but be 
must go about it nevertheless and do his work with undiminished 
faith and love. Conscious of his high calling, he will, he must, be 
spurred on by greater needs to greater efforts. And as his people, 
sin-sick, weary, disillusioned in life, again turn to him and his 
ministry for comfort and strength, he will rise to new heights of 
glorious achievement in his pastoral office. 

To do this, the pastor will require a special measure of God'• 
grace in these troublous times. After all, God's work ii accom­
plished "not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts." Paul, facing ever-increasing difticultles, thou&ht 
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that the removal of his "thorn In the flesh" would make for greater 
eledlvenea in his mlnlatry; but the Lord knew and understood 
Im neec1a better than he. "My grace la sufficient for thee; for My 
atrenath Is made perfect in weakness." The faithful pastor will 
came to an ever-increaslng realization of his own inadequacy, his 
sbortcmnlnp in his pastoral work, as conditions ln the world grow 
lncreulngJ.y evil; but this realization will not drive him to despair. 
His sense of personal inadequacy will, on the contrary, drive him 
to a new assurance of, and a new reliance upon, the grace and 
mercy of God in Chrlat, and he will say with St. Paul: ''I can do 
Ill thlnp through Christ, which strengtheneth me." 

Relying and wholly depending upon the grace of God ln Christ, 
the putor will not only be imbued with new courage and faith in 
the performance of his pastoral work, but he will also be fired with 
• new determination to overcome his inadequacies and shortcom­
inp through diligent labor and intelligent application lest he hinder 
the workings of God's grace both in himself and ln those to whom 
he must minister. He will again and again begin a sincere sell­
examination and an examination of his human equipment for the 
purpose of increasing his knowledge and understanding of man's 
needs and of God's grace. He will again and agoln critically ap­
praise his pastoral work, its spirit and its techniques, ln the light 
of the Word of God ln order not to fail his people in their need. 
And we belleve that such "stock-taking" will lead the pastor of 
today to certain conclusions, a few of which we shall attempt to 
outline. 

The fmt of these conclusions is this, that to minister intel­
ligently and effectively to the souls of men, the pastor of today 
must know and understand the contemporary world and the pe­
culiar needs of men in this age. It is troe, fundamentally the world 
and the needs of men have not changed. Life is still marred 
and corrupted by sin, and men still need the grace of God ln Christ 
for their salvation. The faithful pastor must still denounce and 
expose sin and lead sinners to faith in Christ in his personal work 
among men. There is still the same hardness of heart, the same 
disinclination to be humble, the same unbelief, which have caused 
servants of the Word so much concern since the days of the 
prophets. Sickness, poverty, reverses, and troubles of every kind, 
the infirmities of old age and death, are still as of old the great 
destroyers of human happiness. All this is true. But it is also an 
undeniable fact that the patterns of life and o[ man's behavior 
have changed greatly since the days of our fathers. Life is today 
undergoing continuous changes before our very eyes. Every one 
will agree that the world in which we are llvlng today is an in­
finitely more complex world than was the wt'rld of yesterday. 
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Sin appears today In ever new gulsa and In ever cleverer dll-
81,lises, the W. that have plagued men of old have today produced 
broods of offspring even more vexing than theh- beptten. mm 
have grown more weary, more sophlatlcated, more callomed to 11n. 
more enamored of the world, more resistant to the grace of Goel ID 
these latter days. The pastor of today must undentand 111111 
properly evaluate these changes If he would m1n1ster effectively 
to the men of his generation. He must comprehend the peculiar 
psychology of the times, the preoccupation of men with their busi­
ness affairs, the nervous tension under which men are llvlnl, the 
fear complex which characterizes this age. He must appreciate the 
tremendous "pull" which the seductions of the modem world exert 
on a generation of Christians surfeited with the precious Ward, 
a generation which has never had to pay for its blesslnp. ,irhlch 
never had to bleed and die for its faith. He must realize the MW 

subtlety of sin and worldliness; even earnest Christians often 
wonder just where the line between good and evil must be drawn. 
The pastor must know a good deal about the problems which men 
engaged In business and industry, in the arts, sciences, and profa­
slons, must face in these days; for all of them have far-l'NChlnl 
moral and spiritual implications. Perplexed men will look to him 
increasingly for guidance in these matters. Men are beginnlnl to 
discover the fact that the wisdom of the world has not been equal 
to the task of creating a social order In which men may live peace­
fully with a good conscience. The bankrupt world ls increuinllY 
looking to religion, to religious leaders, for guidance, and justly 10; 
for Christianity has long proclaimed that "all other things'' aball be 
"added unto" those who seek ''first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness." Those who assert that "godliness is profitable unto 
all things, having promise of the life that now ls and of that which 
is to come" dare not disappoint men who plead with them to answer 
questions of every-day life and to lead them in the way of ,ocl­
liness. 

The pastor of today must moreover be no stranger to the 
thlnklng of the poor and disinherited, that vast, seething mass of 
underprivileged humanity which must exist on the dole in one 
form or another from cradle to grave, which ls denied the chance 
to work and to live a satisfying life In an overorganized world, and 
out of which will probably come the answer, and it may be • 
violent one, to many of the social and economic riddles of today. 
The gradual disappearance of the middle class in American life Is 
pressing our Lutheran people into this "modem poor'' class in in­
creasing numbers, and it is the pastor's business to watch over the 
souls of those who are slipping in their social scale, lest they also 
slip in their Christian faith and life. The pastor of today mull also 
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111 able to undentand and properly evaluate the effects upon bis 
J11DP1e of. unlnnal education, of sclentlftc tblnklng, of the ratlonal­
lltlc lntezpretatlons of divine truths so common today, and of a 
1hmnend and one phenomena ln the contemporary world, which 
ID profound]y affect the great work he Is attempting to do by 
Gael's pace, "curing'' the sin-sick souls and the sin-marred lives 
of men with the medicine of the Word of God. Certainly these 
nllectlom wm cause the pastor, on the one hand, to become a man 
&hen to much reading and study, not only in the field of theology, 
but In almost every other field of human endeavor, and, on the 
other hand, to lead him to seek the acquaintance of men in every 
walk of life in order that he may constantly grow ln his knowledge 
of life and In his understanding of the specific needs of all his 
people. 

'l'bls growing understanding of life and people will, we believe, 
not only broaden the sympathies of the pastor and aid him in pre­
mving patience and good will, upon which the pastor of today 
must dally draw In his pastoral work, but it will lead him also to 
tbe developing of new techniques in his approach to both human 
problems and his people. It is an undeniable fact that the relation­
ship between pastor and people in the world of today has been 
profoundly affected by the temper of the times. There was a day 
when the pastor's word was "law" to his people. His authorily was 
unquestioned. He was able to denounce evil and chastise men for 
their sins in the fashion of the prophets of old. His "Thus saith the 
Lord" aettled all dlsputes and ended all arguments. It is, alas, no 
loapr thwi. The faith of all too many Christians has been vitiated 
bJ worldliness, their love to God has grown cold. There is no 
longer that close acquaintance with, and that deep reverence for, 
the Word of God which dlstinguished Christians in the days of our 
latben. Oun Is an age marked by skepticism, and our Christian 
people have not escaped its influence. The "scientific method," 
implanted even In schoolchildren, teaches man to question every 
assertion and the authority of every one. The significant stock 
phrase of this "debunking" generation is the vulgar, but expressive 
"Oh, yeah?" and the observant pastor of today will not fail to note 
that this skeptical spirit has invaded also his people and has af­
fected their attitudes in the realm of religion to a considerable 
depee. 

'l'bls being true, it follows that to be successful in his personal 
ministry, to "break through," the pastor of today must in many 
cues use a new method of approach. Men laboring in other fields 
of human endeavor have made the same discovery. And out of 
their thinking has come what is known as the ''psychological ap­
proach," a method of approach based on new knowledge of the 
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psychology of men. Medlclne recognizes the ei!ectlveaea of tllll 
approach, It has been developed In legal practlae, buabms ,_ It 
particularly In the field of aalesrnanablp. Trained IOClal wmba 
of today no longer approach problems In IIOClal cue work •• 
elusively from the sociological angle, but a1ao through th. chlnnek 
of psychology. Modem educational method.I are built on better 
knowledge of child psychology. And so men laboring in putaral 
work In the world of today are discovering that a psycho'loilbll1 
sound approach will In many cases bring favorable results when 
the more direct method has failed. It must be admitted that blunt 
and unsparing denunciation of sin, particularly "wholesalen or PD· 
eral condemnation of some form of sinful pleasure, will no )onpr 
command respectful attention, particularly on the part of our 
younger members. They are simply not Impressed by it, u many 
a pastor hos discovered to his sorrow. Solemn wanungs on tbe 
part of the pastor to beware of lurking dangen to the soul In IODl8 

popular form of amusement, in the practises that prevail In tbe 
social life of schools and colleges, etc., result all too often In charps 
of "old fogyism." 

Even the truths of God's Word, expressed in the vlgorom. 
blunt, dogmatic fashion of another age, are heard all too often with 
visible lack of interest even by a great many of our own Luthenn 
people. These are facts, and pastors must face them; for they 
enter very deeply into every activity of the ministry. No doubt 
these conditions are much to be lamented; without question they 
are signs of decaying spiritual life among our people and of the 
increasing worldliness of church-members. But it certa1nly ii 
without purpose merely to bewail the evils of this age without 
proceeding to seek ways and means by which unfavorable condl­
tions may be overcome. It Is indeed a simple matter vigorously 
to condemn present trends, to insist sternly that it is the duty of 
n faithful pastor never to deny the truth, to denounce those who 
press for an adaptation of techniques in pastoral work to condi­
tions as they exist In every-day life in this age, and then to com­
plain, somewhat resentful of the success of others, that somehow 
God's Word does not seem to be prospering at our hands, that for 
some reason missionary prospects do not seem to be attracted to 
our Church, that without apparent reason even loyal memben are 
growing Impatient, unsympathetic, and critical. Let every pastor 
recall that our Savior Himself did not by any means employ tbe 
same method of approach in His dealings with different types of 
men, that Sl Paul, the most effective instrument of God In the 
building of His kingdom, was willing to be made "all th1np to all 
men" that he might "by all means save some." St. Paul's methods 
of approach were always adapted to the situation and the needs 
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cf the men amaaa whom he mlnlstered. Surely the pastor of todQ 
CID do DO better than to follow his example. 

Lest we be mlsundentood, let us ell\pb81tze the fact that a 
praper and effec:tlve approach in pastoral work does not Imply 
that the putor m'Ult on occasion condone sin and error or that he 
111111t vitiate the IIVleet message of the Gospel by making it more 
palatable to human reason. But it doea linply that the pastor of 
today do not offend by a bluntly denunclatory manner, that he 
tab Into account the temper of men in this day, that understand­
lnl patience, sympathy, compaaslon, love, be registered in his at­
titude nther than offended righteousness, stem dogmatism, and 
umpuiq wnth against sin or sinners. Remembering his own 
m&nnltles, the frailty of man, and the temptations and tribulations 
cf the present world, the understmcHng pastor will ever strive to 
atrlb the right note in his dealings with individual members of 
his flock. Yes, we realize that this ls not a newly discovered truth, 
that tact and pastoral wisdom were advocated by our fathers, even 
though they employed other terms in describing these desirable 
tnlta. But we believe that it ls possible for us to come to an even 
better undentandlng of the importance of the proper approach in 
putoral work In our day, and the observation that the work of 
IO many faithful pastors is obviously not registering with their 
people because of their unwillingness to vary their method of ap­
proach may serve u sufficient reason for touching upon this 
1111,Jec:t. 

'l'be thought may occur here to the minds of some readers that 
we are requiring more of the pastor of today than God's Word 
requires. Ia it no longer true that faithfulness is God's great and 
only requirement of men in the Christian ministry, that the con­
sequences attending our faithful work are "none of our business,,. 
but are God's business, that "we can only sow the seed, God must 
&Ive the Increase," that God's Word Is in itself a power of God. 
unto salvaUon, and that it does not depend for its effectiveness on 
the manner of presentation? 'Tis true, all that ls required of the, 
pastor by God Is that he be found faithful; but faithfulness in the­
putoral olBce includes also the full employment of reason and the 
dllilent acquisition of such skills and techniques as will make his 
pastoral work more effective. God's Word certainly Is "a power 
of God unto salvation to every one that belleveth"; but it Is an 
unden1eble fact that the pastor may do much to hinder that power 
by the lack of an understanding, loving spirit. True enough. we can. 
only sow the seed, God must give the Increase; but the increase· 
God will give will depend in a measure upon the manner of sowing. 
'l'be careful planning of his method of approach in each case, taking: 
into sccount the many factors involved in every situation, will cer-
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talnJy not 1euen the faithful put.or'■ NDN of dependeDC!t vpaa 
God and His bJesslng Jf he ■trive■ at the ■ame time •to came .,.. 
closer to God in prayer and meditation of His Word. 

'!'here la, however, a w,ry real danger that a busy putar may 
more or lea subconsciously acquire and reveal a spirit ud ID 

air of what la kn~ as ''professionalism" In his pencmal mlalm)'. 
It la true, when engaging in pastoral work, the :mfnlster ii ■dlq 
in a professional capacity; but the allghtest fndlcatlon that he fl 
thlnklng of his work in terms of what aoclal workers c■l1 "cue 
work," that his work in dealing with a member ii a routine "job• 
in his professional JJfe, will surely detract from the effec:tivenea of 
hi■ personal ministry. Nor does it add to his "dlgaity.n Ken today 
do not think professional airs on the part of the physidaD, the 
lawyer, the pastor, particularly impressive. Profeaicma1lsm smacb 
of hypocrisy to the modern mind. Since the cure of souls II the 
moat Intimately personal service any man may engage in, and since 
a primary condition of success in penonal :mlnlstrations ii con­
fidence and trust in the heart of the penon to whom he Is mlnflter­
lng, the pastor's approach must always be marked by franlmea 
and sincerity, by those qualities which we seek to express In the 
terms natu.Tal or human. The erring member·must be able to sense 
the real, personal concern for hi■ soul's welfare in the heart of 
the pastor who is admonishing him. The sick member mud be 
impressed by the very real personal interest the pastor ii taklDI 
in his physical and spiritual condition and whtch is rneaJed In 
every conversation, in every prayer at his bedside. Youth must 
feel that its problems are the pastor's problems; age mud know 
that its burdens are the pastor's burdens. Thus the putar may 
and will enter deeply and effectively Into the life of evs, one of 
his members, and they will in the end love, honor, and respect him, 
even in this frivolous age, as a real pastor, a real shepherd of their 
souls, as one of God's choicest gifts to His chi1dren. 

Among Lutherans the very real dependence of the pastor of 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow upon the Word of God need 1urely 
not be emphasized. The Word of God bas been, is, and alwaya 
must be the Lutheran pastor's inspiration, guide, and tool In rntrY 
activity of his ministry, including particularly aJso the. cure of 
souls. From the Word the pastor draws his commialon to "cure• 
the souls of men, in the Word he finds a catalog of the dfleuel 
which afllict his charges, into the Word he must ever penetrate. 
as into a divine pharmacopoeia, for the effective remedies which 
alone can "cure" the sin-aflllcted souls and sin-marred lives of men. 
But the pastor of today must above aJ.1 himself really be at home, 
really live, in the Word of God if he would minister effectively to 
the soul■ and live■ of men in these troublou■ times. For the Lard 
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~ wbaae aernnt every faithful put.or would be, lives In 
Iha Jl9l9I of the Word, and whoaoever la at home in the Word w 
at home with the Lord. It la the abldlng preaence of the Lord ID. 
1111 Ufe which la the pastor's protection aplnat the a1na whlcb 
mlpU1y ....n him In his putora1 oftlce; it la his neU'Dellll to t:ha 
Lard which la his defense against discouragement and unfaithful .. 
-• It la bla life In the Lord which bloaoma forth dally in new 
'9lctmta acblevecl for the Kingdom. Really to live In the Word 
IIIIIDI to 111e It not merely u a quarry from which to hew texts 
fer the NnDOD or u a depository of comforting aay1ngs from which 
to cull radlnp at ldck-beds or u a treasure-house of truth from 
wlilch to CODltruct a dosmatlc system of rellgloua teaching. To live 
ID tbe Word meam to make use of it u a thlnty man will make 
111e of a spring of clear water, u a starving man will make use of 
• bf of brad, u a ldck man will make use of a healing remedy, 
• • clymg man will make use of a new lease on life. The abllity­
ar let ua rather aay the grace - to use the Word of God in this 
fabloa, la, after all, the sine qua non, the chief, the one lndispen­
llhle requirement of him who would minister to the souls of men. 
IYm the most brilliantly endowed, the moat learned, the most 
eloquent, the most sympathetic-minded pastor who does not live 
hla life In the Lord will fall in his attempt to "cure" the souls 
of men. 

There comes to mind the well-known touching legend which 
relate. that the Apoatle John once demanded of a presbyter in­
formation concerning a certain young man whom the apostle had 
cammltted to the presbyter's care. The presbyter related sorrow­
fully that, a1u, the young man had fallen away from Christ and 
WU now living In a mountain fastness far away u a much-feared 
hiahwayman. lmtant]y the holy apostle was utlr with solicitude 
far thla erring 10ul. Despite discomfort and danger he sought out 
tbe young man, and when he had found him, he fell at the feet of 
the YoUth and would not rise until the backslider had given heed 
to bis entreatlea and returned to the fold. "That attitude," says 
• commentator, "wu worthy of the friend who had lain on Jesus' 
boaom, who drank in the lllluter's spirit." 

So the pastor of today who lives in the very presence of the 
Lord wlll ever bear all his people in his loving heart. He will 
Identify hbme1f with them in their joys u well u in their sorrows. 
He Is enriched when his people are blessed with gifts from God; 
be mien poverty when his people suffer reverses. He offen 
thanb to God when one of his charges manlfeata the grace of God 
ID bis life; be la dlamayed, regarding btrnr.lf u Jac'Jdng in faith­
ful-, when another falls from grace. He watches over one 
member with anxiety, fearful lest he suffer the loa of his faith 
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In some adversity; over another lest be be weaned f:ram Im fallla 
by his succea In life. He endeavon to nrenatben the feet of the 
young that they may walk In the patba of rtghteoaanea; he up­
holds the hand.I of the aged that they may not falter In thmr 1rlllL 
He Ja ever ready to alt at the bedside of a atrlc:ken member a 
ever at hand to accompany the dying to the very ptes of ~­
Like Paul he says to all his memben: "I will very gladJ¥ spend 
and be spent for you," even though he, too, Ja often comtralned 
to add with the apostle: "though, the more abundantly I love you, 
the lea I be loved." 

For it Ja truly not to be loved or respected Ot' rewarded In any 
fuhlon that the faithful Lutheran pastor of today, lib Im fore­
bears, m1nJatera to all hJa members In their varied needs. It 11 
rather the love of Christ which ccmatralm him to be faithful ID 
the "cure" of souls. Tasting and experiencing that love In Im CJWD 

life day after day, he cannot but express it In his penona1 attitudes 
and In hJa pastoral work. 

Buffalo, N. Y. K F. W:am 

aleine (,ef er idftnbien 

4. !l:>er ante Olrtt, aai,. 84: 
~n ber ~ijaWlangafJe unb <!inteilung bel f djtuierfgen, afJa gana 

ijerriidjen i8udjel bcl groscn '13ropijeten Oef die( ift fdjon ljenoigelof,m 
tuorben, bafs, tuiiljrenb er auerft beftru!tib getuidt 1mb bie fa(f ~ Ooff • 
nungen ~lraeII fJcgrafJen ijat, er ban .ftap. 88 an !onftru!tib tuidt unb 
bie grofse Ooffnung 3Bracll aufridjtct. i>cn IBenbepun!t bitbet, hrie 
ebenfalll f djon fJcmcdt tuorbcn ift, bie 9ladjridjt, 18. 21, bafs ~erufa&m 
gefallen ift, bafs alf o ber !propijct burclj bie IErfilUung feiner r,~rigm 
iBeilf agungen unb fl)mfJoiifdjcn Oanblungen all tualjm: ,rop~t er• 
tuief en tuorben ijt. lfr bcdiinbigt ban ievt an benen, bie fidj bunlj bie 
GJeridjte GJottel, luic fie f cin i,ropijetifdjel IBort ange!ilnbigt ~tte, au 
tualjrer i8ufse ~atten Iciten laff en, bcn RJctrilfJtcn ~•raell, ball ,OeU, au• 
niidjft acitiidjel Oeil, baf3 Wottel IDoI! in ber SBafJl)Ionif djen alefangcn• 
fdja~ nidjt untergeljcn, fonbern au bcr ban GJott fJeftimmtcn Seit in fein 
.s!anb aurilcl!eljren tucrbe, afJcr bann bar anem gciftlidjel ,Oei( burdj btn 
rcdjten .ftnedjt Sl>abib, ben .ftonig !Jlcffial, .ftap. 84, 28. H; 87, H. 
Si)ief e Oeillprebigt tuirb eingeleitet burdj bal IBort ftap. 88, 11: .6o 
lua~ all idj IefJe, fpridjt ber Olfrr OIErr, idj ~(Jc !einen Clefalim am 
~be bell GJottlof en, f onbern baf3 fidj ber Ciotti of e (Jdeljre ban fehmn 
IBef en unb Iebe. So fJe!eljret eu&f1 ba&f1 nun ban eurem fJiifm IIBefen. 
IBarum JuoUt iljr fterfJen, iljr bom Oaufe 3'rael'l" Unb ber O~nlt­
ber· ecmaen IBeilf agung ift bann bie Juunberfm f djiine Stelle ban ban 
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