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244: The Pator and the Putora1 Cure of Soull 

longer best sellen. Self-hypnotfam u a substitute for an adequate, 
satisfying philosophy of life hu bad its day. The c1allD8 daJa al 
the third decade, with the collapse of man'• pet % �c�h�e�m�e % � far lllf
enrichment and self-aggrandizement, definitely �u % �b�e�r�e�d� ID a mw 
day, when men, bankrupt in wealth and assurance, once more % �e�e�k� 
comfort and peace in the reabn of religion. True, in the world at 
large this new approach to religion is all too frequently not alolll 
the lines well established in the Law and Gospel; it all too often 
expends its energies fruitlessly in the fields of philosophy, IOCloloo, 
metaphysics, and psychology; but it does indicate the dawn of • 
new day of opportunity and blessed service for the Christian min• 
ister and for the Christian Church in every department of Cbril
tian work. Men have become conscious of a great void In their 
hearts and lives, a void which can be adequately filled only by the 
truths and comforts of Christ's religion. The Church has never bad 
more glorious opportunities than she has in this age of man'• dis
illusionment. There was never a greater need for consec:rated men 
to devote their lives to the Christian ministry and to bring to the 
longing hearts of men the comfort and peace of the Gospel through 
faithful missionary and pastor:il work. And the Luthenn putor 
of today, equipped with unshaken faith and profound love for souls, 
bearing the unadulterated. Gospel of God's salvation, must realize 
that in God's providence he has been made a "keeper of the wells 
of salvation" in one of the most critical periods of human bistorY, 
and both in his missionary and in his pastoral work he must eagerly 
seize every opportunity to minister to the dying souls of sin-sick 
men. He will find that the people of his ftoek, to whom he Is 
primarily obligated, also have been affected by the many in8uences 
in the world of today which are destructive of Christian faith. that 
they are no longer the simple, unsophisticated, pious folk to whom 
his predecessors were privileged to minister, that the "cure of 
souls," always a delicate and difficult work, has grown to be a more 
dillicult lrulk with each succeeding year, that his work is all too 
often not appreciated even by his own people. He will often be 
compelled to go about his pastoral work with a heavy heart; but be 
must go about it nevertheless and do his work with undiminished 
faith and love. Conscious of his high calling, he will, he must, be 
spurred on by greater needs to greater efforts. And as his people, 
sin-sick, weary, disillusioned in life, again turn to him and his 
ministry for comfort and strength, he will rise to new heights of 
glorious achievement in his pastoral office. 

To do this, the pastor will require a special measure of God'• 
grace in these troublous times. After all, God's work ii accom
plished "not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts." Paul, facing ever-increasing difticultles, thou&ht 
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that the removal of his "thorn In the flesh" would make for greater 
eledlvenea in his mlnlatry; but the Lord knew and understood 
Im neec1a better than he. "My grace la sufficient for thee; for My 
atrenath Is made perfect in weakness." The faithful pastor will 
came to an ever-increaslng realization of his own inadequacy, his 
sbortcmnlnp in his pastoral work, as conditions ln the world grow 
lncreulngJ.y evil; but this realization will not drive him to despair. 
His sense of personal inadequacy will, on the contrary, drive him 
to a new assurance of, and a new reliance upon, the grace and 
mercy of God in Chrlat, and he will say with St. Paul: ''I can do 
Ill thlnp through Christ, which strengtheneth me." 

Relying and wholly depending upon the grace of God ln Christ, 
the putor will not only be imbued with new courage and faith in 
the performance of his pastoral work, but he will also be fired with 
• new determination to overcome his inadequacies and shortcom
inp through diligent labor and intelligent application lest he hinder 
the workings of God's grace both in himself and ln those to whom 
he must minister. He will again and again begin a sincere sell
examination and an examination of his human equipment for the 
purpose of increasing his knowledge and understanding of man's 
needs and of God's grace. He will again and agoln critically ap
praise his pastoral work, its spirit and its techniques, ln the light 
of the Word of God ln order not to fail his people in their need. 
And we belleve that such "stock-taking" will lead the pastor of 
today to certain conclusions, a few of which we shall attempt to 
outline. 

The fmt of these conclusions is this, that to minister intel
ligently and effectively to the souls of men, the pastor of today 
must know and understand the contemporary world and the pe
culiar needs of men in this age. It is troe, fundamentally the world 
and the needs of men have not changed. Life is still marred 
and corrupted by sin, and men still need the grace of God ln Christ 
for their salvation. The faithful pastor must still denounce and 
expose sin and lead sinners to faith in Christ in his personal work 
among men. There is still the same hardness of heart, the same 
disinclination to be humble, the same unbelief, which have caused 
servants of the Word so much concern since the days of the 
prophets. Sickness, poverty, reverses, and troubles of every kind, 
the infirmities of old age and death, are still as of old the great 
destroyers of human happiness. All this is true. But it is also an 
undeniable fact that the patterns of life and o[ man's behavior 
have changed greatly since the days of our fathers. Life is today 
undergoing continuous changes before our very eyes. Every one 
will agree that the world in which we are llvlng today is an in
finitely more complex world than was the wt'rld of yesterday. 
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Sin appears today In ever new gulsa and In ever cleverer dll-
81,lises, the W. that have plagued men of old have today produced 
broods of offspring even more vexing than theh- beptten. mm 
have grown more weary, more sophlatlcated, more callomed to 11n. 
more enamored of the world, more resistant to the grace of Goel ID 
these latter days. The pastor of today must undentand 111111 
properly evaluate these changes If he would m1n1ster effectively 
to the men of his generation. He must comprehend the peculiar 
psychology of the times, the preoccupation of men with their busi
ness affairs, the nervous tension under which men are llvlnl, the 
fear complex which characterizes this age. He must appreciate the 
tremendous "pull" which the seductions of the modem world exert 
on a generation of Christians surfeited with the precious Ward, 
a generation which has never had to pay for its blesslnp. ,irhlch 
never had to bleed and die for its faith. He must realize the MW 

subtlety of sin and worldliness; even earnest Christians often 
wonder just where the line between good and evil must be drawn. 
The pastor must know a good deal about the problems which men 
engaged In business and industry, in the arts, sciences, and profa
slons, must face in these days; for all of them have far-l'NChlnl 
moral and spiritual implications. Perplexed men will look to him 
increasingly for guidance in these matters. Men are beginnlnl to 
discover the fact that the wisdom of the world has not been equal 
to the task of creating a social order In which men may live peace
fully with a good conscience. The bankrupt world ls increuinllY 
looking to religion, to religious leaders, for guidance, and justly 10; 
for Christianity has long proclaimed that "all other things'' aball be 
"added unto" those who seek ''first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness." Those who assert that "godliness is profitable unto 
all things, having promise of the life that now ls and of that which 
is to come" dare not disappoint men who plead with them to answer 
questions of every-day life and to lead them in the way of ,ocl
liness. 

The pastor of today must moreover be no stranger to the 
thlnklng of the poor and disinherited, that vast, seething mass of 
underprivileged humanity which must exist on the dole in one 
form or another from cradle to grave, which ls denied the chance 
to work and to live a satisfying life In an overorganized world, and 
out of which will probably come the answer, and it may be • 
violent one, to many of the social and economic riddles of today. 
The gradual disappearance of the middle class in American life Is 
pressing our Lutheran people into this "modem poor'' class in in
creasing numbers, and it is the pastor's business to watch over the 
souls of those who are slipping in their social scale, lest they also 
slip in their Christian faith and life. The pastor of today mull also 
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111 able to undentand and properly evaluate the effects upon bis 
J11DP1e of. unlnnal education, of sclentlftc tblnklng, of the ratlonal
lltlc lntezpretatlons of divine truths so common today, and of a 
1hmnend and one phenomena ln the contemporary world, which 
ID profound]y affect the great work he Is attempting to do by 
Gael's pace, "curing'' the sin-sick souls and the sin-marred lives 
of men with the medicine of the Word of God. Certainly these 
nllectlom wm cause the pastor, on the one hand, to become a man 
&hen to much reading and study, not only in the field of theology, 
but In almost every other field of human endeavor, and, on the 
other hand, to lead him to seek the acquaintance of men in every 
walk of life in order that he may constantly grow ln his knowledge 
of life and In his understanding of the specific needs of all his 
people. 

'l'bls growing understanding of life and people will, we believe, 
not only broaden the sympathies of the pastor and aid him in pre
mving patience and good will, upon which the pastor of today 
must dally draw In his pastoral work, but it will lead him also to 
tbe developing of new techniques in his approach to both human 
problems and his people. It is an undeniable fact that the relation
ship between pastor and people in the world of today has been 
profoundly affected by the temper of the times. There was a day 
when the pastor's word was "law" to his people. His authorily was 
unquestioned. He was able to denounce evil and chastise men for 
their sins in the fashion of the prophets of old. His "Thus saith the 
Lord" aettled all dlsputes and ended all arguments. It is, alas, no 
loapr thwi. The faith of all too many Christians has been vitiated 
bJ worldliness, their love to God has grown cold. There is no 
longer that close acquaintance with, and that deep reverence for, 
the Word of God which dlstinguished Christians in the days of our 
latben. Oun Is an age marked by skepticism, and our Christian 
people have not escaped its influence. The "scientific method," 
implanted even In schoolchildren, teaches man to question every 
assertion and the authority of every one. The significant stock 
phrase of this "debunking" generation is the vulgar, but expressive 
"Oh, yeah?" and the observant pastor of today will not fail to note 
that this skeptical spirit has invaded also his people and has af
fected their attitudes in the realm of religion to a considerable 
depee. 

'l'bls being true, it follows that to be successful in his personal 
ministry, to "break through," the pastor of today must in many 
cues use a new method of approach. Men laboring in other fields 
of human endeavor have made the same discovery. And out of 
their thinking has come what is known as the ''psychological ap
proach," a method of approach based on new knowledge of the 
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