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Die Reibendgefdidite nnferd HErrn und Heilanded IEfu Chrifti. By E. Eck-
hardt. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 257 pages, 6X9.
Price, $2.00.

After all, the Passion-story is the best text for Lenten sermons. In
view of this fact, preachers always welcome books which help them to
penetrate deeper into the sacred record of our Lord’s suffering and death
and to apply the precious truths enshrined in it more effectively in their
preaching. Pastor Eckhardt’s book will be of great service in this respect.
Some may wonder why it was not written in English. The answer is
simple. It was written in the German language in order that it might
be of assistance to the many younger pastors in our Synod who are com-
pelled to preach German sermons despite the fact that they use the Ger-
man tongue with great difficulty. For them this book will be a real
boon; for it is written in a language that is not only terse and easily
understandable, but also chaste, idiomatic, fresh and vigorous, and some-
times even beautiful. This is not to say, however, that men who are
proficient in the use of the German will not be benefited by this book;
for it contains a wealth of material.

This book is not a series of sermons or homiletic studies or devo-
tional readings on the Passion-story. On the contrary, it is made up in
the following way: The Passion-story is divided into fifty-four sections.
Each section is supplied with a title and subdivided into a number of
subheads, which in many instances may be used as sermon parts. Under
the subheads the text is explained in short paragraphs composed of terse
sentences. There is an abundance of pertinent Scripture-passages, most
of which are printed in full. In every instance there are several para-
graphs of applications to the faith and life of the believer or to present-
day conditions, which will prove very helpful to the preacher. The whole
work is characterized by the original method of presentation for which
the author is known. E. J. FRIEDRICH

Der erfte Jefaia. Von Hansd Wilh Herfiberg. 139 Seiten 5% X8%.
Preis, factoniert: M.2.90; gebunben: M. 3.80.

Tie Briefe an die Ephefer, Koloffer und an Philemon. Von Paul Le Seur.
128 Seiten 514X 8Y4. Preis, lartoniert: M. 2.20; gebunben: M. 3.

Dies find gioet Weitere Lieferungen in der Serie ,Bibelhilfe fitr bie Gemeinbde”
ber Verlogsbudhandiung Guftav Schlopmann (Leipsig und Hamburg). Der
Dauptiert des erften Budied fitr ben Theologen ift enthalten in ber todrtlichen
fiberfeung, bie man in den meiften Fdllen ohne grofe Bedenlen annehmen fann.
Hud) verfteht e8 der Verfaffer, den meffianijdhen Gharalter ber bedeutenbften Weis=
fagungen biefer Art ju betwahrem. Leider Hat cr 8 dabei ftart berfehen in Kap.
T, 14, o er {dyreibt: ,MWas jegt tommt, muf Unheil fein. Nue
bas it gu ermarten. Gott felbft wird das Jeidhen geben. Der Prophet fieht bor
fid cin Maddhen, cben erwadyjen, bielleidht eine junge Frou. Sie ift fdhioanger.
J¢kt befommt fie cinen Sohn. Da gibt fie ihm den Namen Jmmanuel, ,Gott mit
uni...., Der Immanuel ift ber Meffiasd, der neue UHas, bem bdie
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Sulunft gehdrt und defen Reidh bas Reidh Juda erfegen foll. . . . Unbd fo hat es
bann enblid bie dyrifliche Gemeinde verftanden: auf den Trlimmern Jubas exhedt
fih bas neue Reidh Ehrifti, das im Jeidhen ,Gott mit uns® fieht.” (S.40—42)
Wir fragen: Warum cebet der Verfaffer nidt HUar und beutlidy im Unjdluk an
bie Grfilllung, tvie Matth. 1, 18 ff. gefdricben fieht, wo aud) deutlid unbd Iaz
aJungfrau” fteht? Warum [dyiddht er die gange Stelle und bridt ihr gleidjom
bic Spife ab? ®erade in unferer Jeit ift ¢8 geboten, baf ivir ohne jeden Rildbalt
bie Wabrheit ber Schrift verireten, wie fie bor uns liegt. — Das velte Bud
entfprifit im gangen viel eher bden Grivartungen, bie ber Name bes Berfaffers
eroedt. Wenn man aud) nidt allen Unsfilhrungen suftimmen fann, fo finden fid
bod) fo biele Paragraphen, die die Wahrheit vorfilhren, dah man fid darilber nur
von Herjen freuen fann. Freilid) find mande Telle, 3. B. die Ectldrung bon Kap.
1, 3—14, fitr ben Durdyfdynittélefer im Laienftand ju {Hioer. Die LOuerjduitie?,
bie ber Verfaffer einfiigt, find qleihfalls bon JInterefe und Wert, obgleid) fih da
mandymal eine Uusfilhrung findbet, dic faum ber vollen Bibellehre geredt Micd,
Der ,Engel de8 HErrn” im befonderen Sinn wicd nidyt redt dargelegt. (S.76)
Bon UnioniSmus seugen die Worte auf S, 74: ,Wie wird e8 fein, wenn cinmal
aus allen Blutlreifen der Menfdhheit das volle Lob Gottes erfhalit! Dann werden
it erft redjt ecfennen, ivie reid) Gottes Gnade ift! Bis babhin follen bie firden
einanber crginjen und befruchten, eine jede ber eigenen Urt trew, im Gehorfam
bes cinen HErrn.* Vei der Ausfithrung itber den Vegriff #in Chriftus” bers
miffen toir ein tares Befenntnis ju YGfu, dem Slinderheifand. Dagegen findet
fi) in dem Quer{dnitt ,Bringen die Vriefe an die Ephefer und foloffer eine ans
bere Ghriftusbotidaft ald bdie erften brei Gvangelien? eine feine Jufommen:
ftellung ber Seriftftellen, dic dic Wahrheit begeugen. RKury, jeder Theolog Moitd
bies Bud) mit Nusen ftudieren dnnen. P. G fregmann

Was fteht in der Vergpredigt? BVon Gerhard Sdhade. Guftad Sidh:
manng Berlagsbudyhandlung (Guftad Fid), QLeipsig und Homburg. 24
Seiten 534 X8. Preis: 35 Pf.

Der Verfaffer bietet Hier eine meue, mobernifierte fiberfefung der Bergpredist,
bic an mandjen Stellen etwas fremd anmutet, wie wenn ftatt ,Hurerei® der Ank:
brud .gefdlechtliche Jiigellofigleits gebraudyt twird, Grfreulid) ift, dap die Gin:
Ieitung und bie Unmerfungen am Schluj fid) eng an Luther anjdylicken. Gany
tedyt wird gefagt: ~Daber find die Mabhnungen der Vergpredigt nidt Paragraphen,
fondern Beifpicle, nidht Gejehesbeftimmungen, fondern Schilberung bed Ghriftens

Ieben8 unter ber Wirlung ded Heiligen Gieiftes.” (S. 3.)
P.C Rregmann.

The Foundations Must Stand! By P.E.Kretzmann, Ph.D, D.D. Con-
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 123 pages, 5%X7%. Price,
75 cts., postpaid.

While our stand on the doctrine of the inspiration of the Bible has
always been clear and definite, while the dogmatic material on this locus
published in our circles is ample, and while this new book on the divine
teaching of inspiration offers nothing essentially new, we nevertheless
hail this fine new monograph on the subject with genuine joy; and that
for a number of reasons. In the first place, the material on the topic is
here offered in a very complete form and, besides, is brought up to date.
In the second place, the six chapters of the volume (“Determining the
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Issue”; “Let the Bible Speak for Itself’; “What Conclusions must We
Reach?”; “The Voice of History”; “Answering Objections”; “The Testi-
mony of Others”) furnish rich and interesting source material for our
pastors and teachers (cf. also the excellent “Appendix”) for the discus--
sion of the doctrine at conferences, in voters’ meetings, and with their
catechumen classes and societies. Of great importance for this purpose:
is the first chapter of the book, in which the author points out most
clearly and convincingly that, while the United Lutheran Church officially
acknowledges the doctrine of the inspiration of the Bible, some of its
leading men, H.E. Jacobs, J. A. W. Haas, John Aberly, Harry F.Bough-
man, and others, especially such as are responsible for the Lutheran and
the Lutheran Church Quarterly, have for some time been most emphatic
in denouncing and misrepresenting the true Lutheran doctrine of the
inspiration of Holy Scripture. Dr.Kretzmann'’s monograph is largely
written in view of the present-day disavowal of inspiration within Lu-
theran circles. It is time that we as a Church take notice of these dan-
gerous denials of this basic doctrine. In the third place, it is impossible
thoroughly to teach the inspiration of the Bible without at the same time

other most valuable information on the Bible. And noth-
ing is more necessary than a new, thorough study of God's own precious
Book, with special reference to its inspired claims over against the
rationalism and atheism of our cynical, blasphemous age. Lastly, the
author in his chapter “The Testimony of Others” has collected some very
valuable testimony on behalf of the inspiration of the Bible from non-
Lutheran sources. It is clear that verbal and plenary inspiration is not
a specific Lutheran “dogmatical construction,” but an obvious teach-
ing of Scripture, which all sincere Christians who study God's Word
without prejudice must admit. The “Appendix” offers information which,
50 far as we know, is not offered in so complete a form in any other book.

J. T. MUELLER

The Holy Spirit in Doctrine and Life. By James M. Gray, D.D. Fore-
word by Will H. Houghton, president of Moody Bible Institute.
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York. 127 pages, 516%73;. Price, $1.25.

The late Dr. James M. Gray was for many years president of the Chi-
cago Moody Bible Institute, as also professor of systematic theology. As:
Dr.W.H. Houghton states in his foreword, about 112,000 students in the:
day, evening, and correspondence classes of the Institute enjoyed his in-
struction. Dr.Gray’s books (ca. twenty, practically all in the field of
Biblical theology) are still popular in fundamentalist circles, and some of
them deservedly so, since he was a man of thorough Biblical scholarship..
Also from the present volume our pastors (using it judiciously) can gleam
helpful material for their Bible-class and other pastoral work. The
subject-matter is well organized and on the whole Biblical. The chapter
heads are as follows: “The Holy Spirit, His Person and Purpose” (a good
presentation of the evidence for the deity and personality of the Holy
Ghost); “The Spirit of God and the Word of God” (proving the Bible
fo be the inspired work of the Holy Ghost and defending verbal inspira-
tion, p.28); “The Inferential Evidence of the Trinity” (thorough and
helpful); “The Holy Spirit in Every-day Life”; “Things Lawful, but

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1937



Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 8 [1937], Art. 29

232 Book Review.— Siteratur.

Inexpedient” (a warning against giving offense; instructive); “Sanctl-
fication by Faith: Its Attainment”; “Secret Sins: Their Nature and
Their Danger”; “The Divine Oblivion” (i.e., God forgets the believer’s
sins; true Scripture comfort); “The Obligation of Love” (a discussion
of the believer’s foremost duty). However, despite its many excellencies
the book must be read with great care, since it does not always present
the orthodox Biblical doctrines. There is a distinction between get-
ting the text “from the Bible” and getting it “directly from God through
the Bible.” What, perhaps, he means to say is that occasionally we
know some passages intellectually only, while others we know practically
(i.e., so that they move us to holy actions). Rightly understood, this
distinction may pass; but the author’s distinction assumes the old Cal-
vinistic “immediate action” of the Holy Spirit without external means,
the Bible being only the external stimulus for God's operation. Let not
such parlance creep into the Lutheran usage to the weakening of the
Biblical doctrine of the efficacy and necessity of the means of grace.—
Morcover, the writer (pp.33fI.) distinguishes wrongly between ordinary
preaching and preaching in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
1Cor.2,3.4, and then quotes as examples proving the latter such er-
rorists as the Wesleys, the French Quaker Stephen Grellet, the enthu-
siast Chas. G. Finney, etc. Now, we concede that these men did preach
with telling effect, but we must remember, first, that the preaching of
the Gospel is per se always in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
since it is the living Word of God, by which He is always active; and
secondly, that the Holy Spirit certainly never demonstrates His power
to proclaim error. Hence men who in their religious beliefs erred so
greatly as the ones just referred to ought not to be quoted as examples
of God's effective power, unless, of course, we mean to be as thoroughly
unionistic as Dr. Gray himself was.—Furthermore, the book distinguishes
in a false, enthusiastic way between the “indwelling” of the Holy Spirit
and His “infilling.” “If the Spirit of God dwells in us with power, we shall
no longer commit sin willingly day by day, but get where we may over-
come and mortify the deeds of our bodies and lives. That is the meaning
of the ‘infilling’ of the Holy Spirit” (p.59). Now, it is true, in the New
Testament we are told that certain men and women were “full of the
Holy Ghost” (e. g., John the Baptist, Mary, Elisabeth, the Twelve); so also
Paul, when writing to the Ephesians, exhorted them not to be filled with
‘wine, but “be filled with the Holy Ghost” (Eph.5,18). But it must be
borne in mind that in the first case the reference is to miraculous mani-
festations of God's power, while in the second we have a most earnest
exhortation to Christian sanctification. Dr. Gray’s “infilling” of the Holy
Ghost is a concomitant error of the enthusiastic teaching of “perfec-
tionism,” which Methodism has always defended (cf. e.g., the author’s
high praise of the perfectionist Finney). — Arminian error appears in the
chapter “The Holy Spirit and the Believer,” in which Dr.Gray speaks
of the conditions necessary for the receiving of Christ as one’s personal
Savior (p.64). Here the author says: “First, you desired Jesus, or you
never would have received Him” (p.65). The second condition was that
“you repented of your sins; you turned your back upon them” (p.65).
How, we ask, can a person desire Jesus and turn his back upon his sins
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when he is still spiritually dead? To assert what the author does means
fo champion Pelagianism in its extreme form.—But (here the author’s
enthusiasm continues), says Dr. Gray, the reception of “the deeper work”
of the Spirit in our hearts depends on the fulfilment of the same con-
ditions. We read: “If we want Him in all His fulness, we must put away
all known sins” (p.65). According to these words, the gift of the Holy
Spirit depends on man's own merits, for the “filling, renewing, and
ancinting of the Holy Spirit” are dependent on one's “praying, obeying,
and believing” (p. 65). — In passing, we would say, too, that it is exeget-
feally wrong to interpret Paul’'s words: “I myself should be a castaway”
(1Cor.9,27) to mean merely: “It was not a fear that he might be
utterly lost, for he knew that he had been justified by faith and that he
was at peace with God forevermore. But he feared that through lack
of self-control . . . he might be set aside from God’s service. What if God
would have no further use for him?” (p.78). This weakening of the
force of Paul’s words is due evidently to the author’s acceptance of the
Calvinistic doctrine that the elect, once endowed with faith, cannot again
fall from grace and be lost. But enough of criticism. Really, our review
is far too long for a book of the size of Dr.Gray's The Holy Spirit. How-
ever, since Dr. Gray’s books have found favor also in our circles, it is
necessary to point out the Arminian, Calvinistic, and enthusiastic leaven
which is found in so many of them. Often, too, the error is so subtly
stated that it is not readily perceived in casual reading. Hence the
reader must be doubly cautious when perusing such fundamentalist
books as the one just reviewed. J.T. MUELLER.

Theologia Militans. 6. Deft. Werner Glert: ,Die Herrfhaft Ehrifti und die
Herrfhaft von Menfdhen.* M..65. 7. Deft. Hand Schomerus: ,Lcbens=
frembe und febensnahe Weisheit.” M. .75. UA. Deidjectiche Budhandlung,
Leipyig. 1936.

Die erfgenannte Scrift behandelt das BVerhiltnis von Kirde und Staat.
Die lutherifhen Grundfise werden ba trefilid) baraclegt. Reine Unterordnung der
faatliden Herefdaft unter die ticdyliche nady romijcher Weife! SKeine Jdentifisie:
rung ber flaatlidhen Qerrfdaft mit ber Herrfhaft Ehrifti nad) calbiniftijdher Weife!
(S.4) Die stoeite Weife wandelt fidh leicht in bie erfte um — ,das Staatsethos
al8 foldes ift ber Qerrfdhaft Cheifti su untererfen. (S.20.) G8 wird bann
bargelegt, daf die Herrfdyaft Ehrifti bie Ehriften nidt aus ber Dienftbarleit unter
ben Otbnungen ber Welt Herausnimmt, ihnen aber im Gegenteil bie Freifheit jum
volltn Ginfafj ber Qiebe gibt. Wir tveifen unter anberm auf diefen Iwidytigen
€aj fin: .68 gibt aud) lein JYdeal einer bilrgerlichen Ordbnung, fein Staatsideal,
bes im Dergleidy gu andern cinen Fortidyritt auf dbem Wege um NReide Gottes
oder jur Qerr{haft Ghrifti verbiivgte. Die Staatsverfafjung einer Puritaner:
fofonie af weltlidhen Berbandes ift fein Haarbreit ndher bei ber Herrfhaft Ehrifti
ofé ber Staat Neros.s (S.21.) Glerts faljdher Kirdjenbegriff Tommt gum Auss
brud in bem Sofy (S. 22): ,Die RKivdye befteht nicht nur aud Cridften.”

Die yweite Scyrift wendet fih gegen die bon Rofenberg, Hauer, Heyfe und
anbern geleitete ,Glaubensbeiwegung”: ,diefe Mifdung von Sentimentalitdt, wif:
fenjfoftfihen Dogmen bes 19. Jahrhunderts und unfontrollierbaren Gerildhten
aus ber deutfdien Boreit, und bas alles eingehilllt in einen aufdringlidhen Moras
Timus, fann fein gefunber Deutfder als deutfche At anfprechen”. (6.4) ©Sie
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tut bas in der Form einer Rritit der philofophifdhen Scyrift Hans Hevfes ~Jdee
und @gifteny”. Ste bedient fih) babei — Ivas faum ju bermeiden ift — ber fguls
gemifen metaphyfifhen Sprade. Da lann freilid nidt jeder alles berRehen.
Das aber verftehen ivir, dag e8 mit der Philofophie nidt teit Ger ift und bah
man mit ben philofophifhen Glaubensdogmen in ber Theologle nidhts anfangen
fann. Ja, Glaubensdogmen. Wir lefen: ,Die Vorausfegung einer jeden edten
Pohilofophie ift ble, dah fic bem Wiffen traut. ... E8 fdeint Heute gewif,
baf jum RKantianismus fein Jurild mehr ift. Qebie ber Kantianismus von einem
Urmiftrauen, ber ihn fiberhaupt bie Muglicleit bes ,Wiffens* a limine in
Broeifel aichen Hie, fo ift diefe Philofophie {berhaupt nidt maglicy ofne ein Urs
bertrauen ... Wiffen im Sinne biefer Philofophie, ndmlidy ,metaphbfifdes
MWiffen!, ift alfo nidht mdgliy ohne cinen ALt de8 Vertrauens und Glaubens. @
gibt im Qefjten Iein ducrd) fich felbft evidentes Wiffen, fonbern nur ein Wiffen,
bas fihy bem wagenden At eines Glaubens erfdhlicht. Die Philofophie tut nidt
gut, dicfen ihr notiwendigen Urfprung ju vergeflen. Das, was die Philofophie
yweif’, ift in jebem nur dentbaren Sinne ebenjowvenig evibent al8 bas, Iwas bie
Offenbarung bertilndet. (S.15.) G5 ift nidht fo teit her mit der Philofophie.
»Dier [an ber Hepfefdyen Theorie] wird deutlidh, daf die Philofophie legten Enbed
ibre cigenen Sidge auffhedt.s (S.20.) 1Und dicfe Weisheit, die Philofophie, die
naturgemdf auf alleclei Jretitmer geriit — fie operiert ja mit Glaubensbogmen,
bie von fehlbaren Menfden aufgeftellt find; 3. V.: ,Filr Hepfe ift der Gedanle
eines wirllichen Gottes cinfad) eine jildifhe Erfindbungs (8. 17) —, twill bie Theo:
Togle meiftern! Der Rirdje ift dbarum [dhlecht gebient mit Theologem, die ifre
Weisheit aus ber Philofophie {chdpfen. »LQuther hat ben fampf gegen bie fdolas
ftifhe Theologic aus cincr grdferen Ticfe qefilhet als Heyfe, nidt mit Plato und
Uriftotele8, fondern mit dem Goangelium gegen Plato und Uriftoteles. . . .
@B ift gerifs, dafy Deutidhland Heute nody rémifd) wdre, wenn an Stelle Lutherd
nur ein Philofoph wic Hepje geftanden Hitte.” (S. 18.) — TWas Hielt Suther bon
ber Philofopbie, wenn fie theologifiert? ,Drei Dinge werden die dyriftliche Reli:
gion berberben: erftend bas8 Vergeffen der Wobltaten, die wir bom Ebangelium
empfangen Baben; jiocitens die Sidjerheit, die fiberall fhon Herefdit; brittens
bie Weltiweisheit, die alle8 mit fidherer Ordbnung umfaffen iwill und aligemeinen
frieden {daffen mit gottlofen Planen.r (S.15.) ,Nad) der fhdnen und jarien
Bernunft, toie die didytet und ridtet, muf die Qehre gehen; Gottes Wort bleibt,
too ¢8 fann. RNun ift die BVernunft woh! fdhon anjufehen, abec ju lehren und ju
regieren taugt fie nidts.s (Grl. Ausg., 42, 255.) Th Gngelder

The Return to Religion. By Henry C. Link, Ph.D, The Macmillan Com-
pany, New York. 1936. 181 pages. Price, $1.75. Order through
Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S.Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

First published in March, 1936, and reprinted twelve times before
the year was up — whoever knows the religious market of our day will
not be predisposed in favor of a book with this record on its inside title.

But for once the religious reading public has sensed true value. Dr.Link

has written a book which contradicts modern conceptions of religion

almost at every point and is in harmony in most of its judgments with
traditional Christianity. Let us remark at the outset that the essence of

Christianity is missing. To Professor Link, as he speaks in this book,

Jesus is not the God-man, the Mediator, and the Gospel is not the mes-

sage of salvation through faith in Christ's atoning blood. But, on the
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3

hand, Jesus is not to him the social Reformer. Jesus not only

to identify Himself with any social schemes,” but even revealed
sympathy with the ownership and production of wealth”
£). The social gospel (as set forth in a resolution of the Congre-
and the Christian Church) seems to him “diametrically opposed
teachings of Jesus” (p.139). These be hard words. And what he
the modern parent is as uncompromising. He scouts the popular
that children should not receive corporal punishment, should
reasoned with rather than compelled to obey, should never be re-
etc. He definitely asserts that scientific psychological evidence
proved such views “definitely erroneous,” “leading to mental and
chaos” (p.87). Remember that the author is one of the leading
psychologists of America. His investigations have been made not on tens,
but on hundreds of thousands of American men, women, and children.
And out of this experience flow some very definite judgments, for in-
stance: “The greatest and most authentic text-book on personality is
still the Bible, and the discoveries which psychologists have made tend
fo confirm rather than to contradict the codification of personality found
there” (p.103). In training children to distinguish between right and
wrong, “there is no rational substitute for the supernatural power which
the unquestioned belief in a Divine Being and a divine moral order
confers.” He wants the Ten Commandments taught (p.104). “The doc-
trine of original sin and the conquest of the natural man, so important
in religion, is profoundly true from a psychological point of view” (p.105).
As for personality and character, the evidence is all in favor of the
Church. In a study of 10,000 adults “it was found that those who belonged
or went to a church had significantly better personality traits than those
who did not” (p.106). This statement is repeated over and over again.
In fact, it is the theme of the book. It was what convinced Professor
Link of the value of Christianity after he had been an agnostic, if not
an atheist, for twenty years as a result of the training he had received
in some of the Eastern colleges.

One is tempted to quote from almost every page in this remarkable
book. There is space here only for a few notations. Dr.Link declares
that one of the most prevalent “vices” in this country is education, and
he advises us “to use our heads less and our hands and feet more.” For
years, he says, “we deified reason and the mind and — became prey to
innumerable quacks and pseudoscientific fads. In our schools and col-
leges we have trained “spongy” personalities, “absorbers, consumers, who
learn more, read more, listen more, and —do less or nothing and are
disinclined, and even unable, to work”; “who regard their parents, who
work, as old-fashioned, but freely spend their parents’ money; who scorn
the religious and moral views of their parents” (p. 61 and passim).
“Agnosticism is an intellectual disease.” “With all the developments of
modern science, with all our education, the nation is floundering as it
never has done before” (p.69). Professor Link is all against the new
psychology of the Freudian type. He calls this school “pseudoscientific.”
Regarding sex and related subjects he astonishes us with such old-fash-
joned ideas as these: “I have a great deal of respect now for the old-
fashioned procedure by which parents selected mates for their children

HHE
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and then told the young couples to make the best of it. The privilege
of selecting one’s own mate or marrying at one’s pleasure is by no means
an unmixed good, especially for the many who postpone marriage to their
detriment and the many who should be, or wish to be, married, but are
unable” (p.119). He pleads for the study of mathematics and for a def-
inite marking or grading system in the schools. We disagree with him
only in his evaluation of the CCC camps. The rigid discipline of these
institutions appeals to him as a relief from the softening process involved
in much that passes for education. Experience does not so definitely sup-
port this judgment. One of our pastors records his experience to this
effect: “Many of our boys have had to enroll in the CCC camps on ac-
count of recurrent crop failures. I have yet to find the boy who came
back as loyal to his Church as before enrolling.”

The author is director of the Psychological Service Center of New
York, and during the past five years he has directed many nation-wide
studies of socio-economic trends made by over a hundred psychologists
located at various universities. From the experience thus obtained his
book is written. THEODORE GRAEBNER

The Church that Was and Is to Be. Aldersgate Studies. By Walter L.
Ewing. The Methodist Book Concern, New York, Cincinnati, Chi-
cago. 74 pages, 5%48. Flexible covers. Price, 25 cts.

The chief value of this booklet, which endeavors to sketch the his-
tory of the Church from the Day of Pentecost to our times, lies in the in-
formation which it presents on the origin and development of Methodism.
Strange to say, in the chapter “Road to Aldersgate,” where the author is
speaking of the “conversion” of John Wesley in a meeting on Aldersgate
Street, London, May 24, 1738, he does not mention that this was a Mora-
vian gathering nor that it was Luther's Introduction to the Epistle to the
Romans which was read and which so gripped the heart of Wesley that
he felt a great change coming over him. Is it really historically correct
when the author says: “We have no details of the service that evening”
(p.51)? The chief criticism which one has to level at the treatise is that
it is permeated with Modernism. To substantiate this, we merely have
to point to what is stated on page 14 regarding the difference in the con-
ception of God taught in the New Testament from that which we find in
the Old Testament. The author does not hesitate to insinuate that the
Old Testament pictured God as “a tribal Deity, who for the most part

had been thought of as watching over Israel only.” Enough said!
W. Arxpr

Jn allerlci Glotteddicnjten unter alferlei Nangeln. BVon D, Karl Borns
hiaufer, Profeflor der praltijhen Theologie. Berlag bon G. Bertelds
mann, Giitersloh. 1936. 95 Seiten 5XT%. Preis, lartoniert: RM.2.

Diefes unsd fiir den ,Qutheraner” jugegangene Buc) jeigen twir lieber an
biefer Stelle an, ba e8 befonders interefjant und lehrreid) fiic Paftoren ift. Born:
baufer ift Vertreter der praftijhen Theologie an ber Univerfitit Marburg, und
was er bier in leidyt feSbarer Form barbietet, bringt immer aud) cine efre,
toie er {iberhaupt ein origineller, felbftdndiger, in feiner Theologie fonfervativer
Theolog ift, beffen egegetifthe Ausfilhrungen man immer mit viel Jnteceffe Tiek,
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[elbR loenn man ifnen gar nidt felten dodh) nidht folgen famn. (Bl C.T. M.,
Upeil 1035, ©.311) S0 Iweif er audy in diefem Budye oft gany originelle Bes
obadjtungen und Bemerfungen einzuflechten, von bemen Ivir die eine odber an=
bece anbecBioo abdruden tollen. Gr hat unter ben Kangeln berithmter Prediger
gtfeflen. Wic nennen Hoffmann in Halle, nidyt Hecvorragend im Bortrag, aber
nad) bes Homiletifers Qering Ucteil der befte Prebiger im 19. Jahrhunbert,
Gremier in @reifstoald, den berithmten Qerifographen, bon beffen Predigtiveife
Bonhaufer fagt, 10a8 wic alle als Prediger und immer merlen milffen: ,Wenn
¢¢ Beganm, meift ungemein {dlicht und cinfach, bann Hatte man alsbald den Gin=
brud: biefec Mann fteht nidyt nur vor Gott, er fpridt aud) jebes feiner Worte
of8 in ber Gegenwart Gotte8. Gr loufite um ben Hdrer, bon dem RKierlegaard
feat, dah it ihn immer Haben, aud) wenn aufer und faum jemand in der Rirdye
mire. (©.13.14.) Sodann redet Bornhiufer aud) von toeniger allgemein bes
fannten Predigern, erydblt von feinem Vefud) in rdmifdy-tatholijdhen und in
feembdiprodjigen Gottesbienften, immer vedit intereflant und lehreeid), jo dap i
niit nuc jebe8 TWort gelefen, fondbern mir audy siemlich viele Notizen gemadit
Gebe. uc) was er mebenbei einflicken Tafkt, ift beachtenSioert, namentlich feine
Letonung der Gregefe (~Sorgfiltige, regelmifige Gregefe al8 Worbercitung
ber Peedigt, denn fie {dyiift vor Entgleijungen; aber feine Voclefunag, jons
bern Predigt!e, ©.87); feine Bemerlungen itber Liturgifhes und Unliturgifdes,
feine Bemerlung, daf die Pfarrfrau ihrem Mann die IWahrheit fagen foll (ih
exinnere midy, baf die feingebifdete Gattin eined Theologen der Shnoballonferens,
bon ihm felbft jur Privatzenforin jeiner Prebigten eraogen, hie und da ihm gany
feeimiitip nach der Predigt fagte: ,Na, Papa, heute war's twicder einmal nichts«);
feine ridtigen Ausfiihrungen iiber Paffions: und Weihnadytsirippenipicle, feine
Reevorhebung und Betonung des Lutherrorts ,Der Ghrift foll feinem Nachften
Obriftus twerben® mit Anlehnung an bas Wort St. Pauli 2 fKor. 3,18 (. 86);
feine Gegeniibecftellung und Mahnung: ,Wic riihmen uns, dic Kicde der Vibel
Ju fein, und find in Wirllidyleit reithin nur die NKivde der Bibeln. BVibeln Haben
Wit viele. 8 qibt faum eine Familie, die fih evangelifdy nennt, die feine Bibel
Bat; aber fie ift leider oft und viel ein verjhloffencs Vudy* (S. 95). Alles dies
vezanlaft uns, diefes fleine, anjprudslofe Lud) ju empfehlen. Mand) einer lernt
gerabe aus ciner folden Darftellung mehr als aus cinem griferen, gelehrien Werl.
2 Filrbringer

At Jesus' Feet. A book for the family altar, containing a simple devo-
tion for each day in the year. Dedicated to the children. The
Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 736 pages, 6X9. Price,
$250. Order from Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson
Ave, St. Louis, Mo.

This appealing book of family devotions has been produced by a num-
ber of men who have collaborated with the editor, Dr. Edward W.
Schramm of the American Lutheran Church. The preface gives this
succinct description of the work: “There is one devotion for each day in
the year. Most of the devotions are based on Bible narratives; a few
of them introduce choice selections from the Psalms and the Prophets.
In general, the arrangement of the Bible-readings is chronological. The
New Testament stories are given first, and if the first devotion is read
about December 15, the selections for Christmas, Lent, and Easter will
come at about the time these events are actually being celebrated. This
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leaves the devotions based on Old Testament texts for the second, or non-
festival, half of the church-year. Faithful use of the book will furnish
a popular and easy course in Bible History and Christian doctrine. The
Bible-reading on which a given devotion is based is always indicated,
and at least a portion of it is printed. The Bible-text used is the Author-
ized Version. Explanation of difficult words or expressions in the Bible-
text are indicated in brackets. ... Each devotion aims briefly to explain
the Bible-story and to connect it with live situations at home, in churel;
at work, and at play. The thought of the text and the meaning of it
for every-day life is carried into the prayer and the hymn stanza with
which each devotion closes.”

The sections which we have read have impressed us as very suitable
for their purpose on account of the unaffected simplicity of the style and

the emphasis on what is essential in Christian doctrine and life.
W. Anxor

Theodor Kiicfoth ald Kirdenfiifrer. BVon H. U. Stoll. Gdttingen: Banbens
bdd und Rupredit. 106 Seiten 5X8. Preid: RM. 2.85 (gefentter Unss
landspreis).

Jn diefem Bud) Hat der Verfaffer bem grohen medlenburgifdhen Ricdenfilfres
Theobor Rlicfoth ein wohlberdiented Dentmal gefeht. DTenn toenn tvic ef audy tief
betfagen, daf Rlicfoth in ber Qehre bon Kirde und Umt nidyt bie Scriftwahebeit
bectzeten und fid) audh ber Gincichtung von Freiticchen und Synoben ividerfekt
hat, fo finnen iwir bod) nidyt verfennen, dafs feine Wrbeit als Tuthecifdjer Pres
biger und LQiturgiter mit Nedht anerfannt wird af8 eine Leiftung exfien Ranges.
Wer fidh) mit einer ber groften Velwegungen der Neuseit auf lutherifdhem Gebiet
befannt madien toill, toird dies Budh) mit JIntereffe und Segen fudieren.

P. G Reregmann

Religious Errors. A Brief Catechism on the Errors of False Religions.
By V. A. W. Mennicke, S.T.M. 24 pages, 4%2X6. Price: § cts.
each; 50 cts. per dozen; $3.00 per hundred.

A short, popular treatise on comparative symbolics in the form of

questions and answers for the use of catechumen classes and Bible
hours. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Proceedings of the Southern Nebraska District of the Ev. Luth. Synod
of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. A. D. 1936. 80 pages, 6X9.
Price, 15 cts. Order from Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S.
Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

This report, which is printed to agree with the traditional format and
style of our synodical reports, contains an English paper by Pastor H.G.
Hartner on “Unionism, with Particular Reference to the Lutheran Bodies
in America,” and a somewhat abridged German essay on “Die Ver-
suchung des Christen zum Boesen” (Sixth Petition), the essayist being
Pastor A. A. Schormann. The customary business transactions are also
included in the pamphlet, which will be welcomed by all those who are
trying to keep their files of synodical reports as complete as possible.

P, E. KRETZMANN
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Bweiunbledpighter Synobdalbericht bed Midjigan-Diftrilts. B0 Seiten. Preis:

16 GtS. — Proceedings of the Twenty-First Convention of the Texas

* District. 64 pages. Price, 12 cts. Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo.

The report of the Michigan District is German entirely; besides the
usual reports on the activities of the District two essays are included:
one prepared by Rev.Louis Heinecke on the topic Wo liegt die Ursache
der vielen Parteiungen in der acusseren Christenheit? the other by Rev.
E.A.Knorr on the subject Warum kann und darf es keine Lehrfortbil-
dung ueber die Schrift hinaus in der Kirche geben? From the title-page
it appears that an English edition of the report is published, too, with an
essay on “Modernism and Redemption” and another one on “The Layman
in Church-work.” — The report of the Texas District includes the begin-
ning of an essay by Prof. G. Viehweg on “God's Eternal Election, a Sum-
mary of Article XI of the Formula of Concord,” on 12 pages, with a Ger-
man résumé of 6 pages. The mission and school reports fill 17 pages.

Taeo. HoYEr

It Happened in Palestine. By Leslie D. Weatherhead. The Abingdon
Press, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago. 325 pages. Price, $2.50.
Order from Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave.,
St. Louis, Mo.

This is positively the best description of Palestine which we have
ever seen. We have never found a better selection of photogravures of
places of interest in the Holy Land than those contained in this book.
There are many of them, and they are all well executed. There is, of
course, no substitute for visiting the Holy Land and seeing the places
with your own eyes; but few are able to do this, and for the many
who cannot see and examine this country and its places of interest
Mr, Weatherhead’s book with its many illustrations will render a very
valuable service. There is, for instance, a cut showing the entrance to
the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. It is the smallest entrance
to a large church that we have ever seen. At the same time it reveals
that there was at one time a large, spacious entrance, which was walled
up in order to prevent Moslems from entering on horseback or driving
in their camels and transforming the church into a stable. There are
thirty-seven of these pictures, and all of them are, of course, as true to
nature as a photograph can be. We have been in Palestine, know these
places, and know whereof we speak. The author begins with a descrip-
tion of Bethlehem and thercafter takes us on a journey through the
country in which Jesus lived, and at every place he calls attention to
what Scripture has to say of it. Besides that he speaks of a number of
places that are not mentioned in the Scriptures, but that are of intense
interest to the traveler of today, for instance, the wailing-wall at Jeru-
salem. The author also stops to discuss the comparative merit of dif-
ferent theories concerning some miracle or some particular place. There
is considerable dispute concerning the exact place of the crucifixion and
the garden of the resurrection. This book gives you photographs of both
Places and offers all the arguments ‘in favor of each. Mr. Weatherhead
writes with delightful fluency and intertwines his descriptions with en-
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tertaining narrative and anecdote. He has produced a very helpful
entertaining book. Any one wishing to visit the Holy Land ought
read a volume of this kind before setting out, or, better still, take
with him. One caution must be added. The author has a distur
habit of injecting all manner of misgivings concerning miracles and
occurrences. We dare not accept all his conclusions. At times he goes
off at a tangent, for instance, in discussing diseases. He is at his best
when he describes places and narrates the story connected with them.
One of his statements calls attention to something that very few travelers
have spoken of. Concerning the bazaars, or shopping districts, of Jeru-
salem he writes: “When you return from an intensive study of the
great bazaars of the East, the slums of London will almost seem clean
to you” We remember distinctly that a visit to the market on David
Street in Jerusalem took away our appetite for dinner. Altogether the
book is a valuable addition to a pastor’s library.
MARTIN S. SOMMER
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From Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.: —

Concordia Collection of Sacred Choruses and Anthems for More
Ambitious Choral Organizations. No. 45: Wake, A , for Night is
Flying. For mixed voices. By Matthew N. Lun:l’qu:lst. 4 pam
20 cts.— No. 46: Prayer. For mixed voices. By Johann Jeep;

by Matthew N.Lundquist. 4 pages. Price, 15 cts.

From the Abingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati, and Chicago (Tracts):—

Good Taste. By George Arthur Frantz. How Shall We Pray?
J. V. Moldenhawer. The Ladder of Faith. By George A. Bu
Favorite Hymns. By Stanley Armstrong Hunter. What My Religion
Means to Me. By J.Edgar Park. Not to Condemn, but to Save.
Merton S.Rice. America’s Greatest Need. By John McDowell
We Pray?” By Paul E.Johnson. Why Read the Bible? By J.V.Mol-
denhawer. Christianity and the Family. By Ernest Fremont Tittle.
Kecping Up One’s Morale. By Ernest Fremont Tittle. Price: 10 copies
of each tract, 15 cts., net, with the exception of Christianity and the
Fa.nlﬂly n:];i How Shall We Pray? the price of which is 20 cts. for ten
copies each.
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