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Book Review — Qiteratur

Theologifhes Worterbnd) sum RNenen Teftament. JIn BVerbindung mit fedys=
unbbicrsig Gelehrten Heraudgegeben bon Gerhard Nittel Berlag
bon . Kohlhammer, Stuttgart. Vand III, Lieferung 1 bis 8, S.1 bid
512, Subflriptionspreid dber Lieferung: RM. 2.90.

Diefes grope Warterbud, deffen tociten Vand twic in biefer Jeitfdrift (VI,
951) unfern Lefern jur Kenntnis gebrac)t Haben, fdyreitet riljtig voran, und wic
madien, da nun ffon adyt Lieferungen vom bdritten BVanbe borlicgem, Iwieder
cinmal barauf aufmerljam. @8 ift wirllich cin ecingigartiges, umfafjendes TWert,
und mandye der Hauptartifel find fajt Monographien. Nod) nie ift in einem Wirter:
bud) fo viel Material jujammengetragen worden, aber der Befiger und Lejer darf
aud) nie ben gans mobernen Standpuntt diejes erles aufer ad)t laffen. 68
Tommt fehr viel davauf an, wwer ber Verfaffer cined Artilels ift. Jft er mehr
Tonjecvativ geridytet, fo wird man feine Ansfiihrungen mit viel Jujtimmung
Tefen; it ex ftax? religionsgejdyichtlidh geridhtet, fo wwirb man gac biele Frage:
deiden 3u madyen Haben. IWir nenmen einige der Hauptartilel. Odvarog und
feine Wortgruppe umfajit Seite 7 b8 25. Der Verfaffer ift Bultmann, ein be:
lannter Religionsgefchichtler. So wundern wir uns nidt itber den Saf (S. 14):
«Wohl fann das Woher und LWarum bdeg Todbes mythologifdh berftanden
toetben, indem ber Tod ald damonijche Perjon aunfgefaft wird (1 Kor. 15, 26;
Upat, 6, 8; 20, 13 f.) ober toenn als Herr des TobeS der Teufel begeichnet wird
(Debr. 2, 14).# Die widptige Wortgruppe Héhw Wird auf ziwanyig Sciten bes
banbelt. RNamentlich ift der Actifel dedg, an dem bicr Gelehrte gearbeitet haben,
ganj umfafjend (. 65 bis 123); aber dba finden fih nun aucd) Siifje wie dieje,
dafs Mofes der Stifter »ded Jahveglaubend” ijt, daf »die jogenannte jahiviftijche
ftberlieferung . . . bic unterjdjeivenden Merimale der vor dem Jabhivedienjt herr:
flenben dlteren GotteScrfenntnid durd) Ginfirgung bes Namens Jahive in bie
Darftellung ober durd) Tifgung urfpritnglidher AuSdrudsformen ju dectvijdhen
bemiift ift* (S. 80) — Oefannte BVehauptungen der mobernen Hoheren RKritil.
Gbenfo ift der Actifel iiber die Wortgruppe legds cine gange Abhandlung (S, 221
big 284). Wie ba jum Veijpiel der Vegriff des Hobenpricfters behanbelt toicd,
eigen folgendbe in UAbjchnitte serfegte und tweiter ausqefithrte Gebanlfenreihen:
»Ehriftus, der erhabene Hohepricfter. 1. Die Solidaritit mit der Menjdheit.
2. Das Werben des ewigen Hohenpricfters gejdjicht dburd) Vetodhrung der Sohn=
fhaft. 3. Der fiindlofe Hobepriejter. 4. Der Gegenjayy jum fartijden Opfer.
5. Der Hobepriefter Chriftus bahnt dben Jugang jum Throne, zur vollen Gottes:
gegentvarte (S. 279—282). Sehr widtige rtilel find audy *Incolc und die
Wortgruppe dovopar, verjdhnen. Dabei fagt ber Vearbeiter des alttejtament:
lien Wegrifis, Prof. Hervmann in Mitnjter, jum Schlup feiner Wusfithrung:
»Daf; der Gebante einer Subftitution . . . borhanden getvejen ift, jollte . . . nidt
gefeugnet terben” (S. 311). UAber je iweiter bad Werl fortfdhreitet und je linger
Ioit e8 gebraudien, defto ftirfer mitffen wir aud) betonen, twas tvir {don Ivieders
Bolt gejagt Haben, und ben Vefiern einjdyicfen, dap biejes IWdrterbudh tweit Hin=
ausgeht fiber ein Worterbud) und itber alle bisher crjdyienenen Wirterbiider jum
Reuen Teftament. G5 bringt nidht nur die Spradiviffenidhaft jur Dacftellung —
bie eigentlidie Nufgabe eincd Wirterbuchs —, jondern, und jlvar ganj intenfiv,
bie bergleidhende Religionsmwiffenfhaft, und aivar nidht vom feften bidlijhen Stand=
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punlt, von der Tatjadhe der ghttlihen Offenbarung aus, fondern bom Standpuntt
ber Gniwidlung bder religidfen Borftellungen der berjdyicdenen Religionen aus,
Auf Grund der vergleidhenden Sprad)= und Meligionsiwiffenjdaft entfteht Hier
eine neue ,biblijde Theologies, und darum mufs bas Wert, deffen Wert twir fonft
ancclennen, dod) aud) mit grofer Vorfidt gebraudyt werden.

Q Fitvbringer

The Gospel Selections of the Ancient Church. An exegetico-homiletie
treatment by R.C. H. Lenski. A secries of Gospel texts for the entire
church-year. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 1,003 pages,
6X9%. Price, $450. Order from Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo.

The readers of this journal are aware that the author of this book is
no longer with us, having been summoned to his eternal rest last summer.
Since reviews of Dr. Lenski’s books have appeared on these pages quite
frequently of late, it is not necessary to say much about his workmanship.
It will almost suffice to remark that the volume here announced shares
the characteristics and excellences of its predecessors. I have to mention,
however, that no one should fail to note the very considerable size of
the book, which will help to convince him that its price is not exorbitant.
Next it ought to be emphasized that the work is eminently practical, pre-
senting not only exegetical discussions on the old Gospel-lessons, loved
by our people and the favorite pulpit texts of our clergy, but appending
in each case to the exegetical section a division called Homiletical Aid,
where some hints on the handling of the text in sermons and brief out-
lines are submitted. Nor should this review fail to mention that the
work opens with a general introduction, in which valuable information
is furnished on the Christian church-year and the use of the old pericopes
by our preachers is explained and defended.

All who have read Dr. Lenski’s books know that his constant aim
is faithfully to present Scripture-teaching as set forth in the Lutheran
Confessions and to exalt Christ. It is chiefly for this reason that con-
servative Lutherans can be happy to see his books used extensively by
Lutheran pastors. Here and there an exposition appears which is not
tenable. The study of Matt. 22, 1—14 (20th Sunday after Trinity) has
been justly criticized by Prof.J.P.Meyer in the Theologische Quartal-
schrift for October, 1936, p.293 f. It is impossible to argue the question
here, which has to do with the relation between election and faith.
I merely wish to say that whatever may be taught on election in other
passages of the Scriptures, this pericope does not state or imply that
faith comes first and election follows. It merely warns that hearing the
Gospel outwardly is not a proof that one is an elect of God and that
there are far more who have a mere outward contact with the Word than
those who belong to the chosen children of the Lord. W. ArNoT

Glimpses of Paul. By George M. Strombeck. Christian Service Press,
Moline, IIl. 88 pages, 5X7%4. Price, 25 cts., postpaid. Order
through Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This little book consists of sixteen articles which originally were
published in the Sunday-school Times and the Evangelical Beacon. The
intention was not to furnish a complete biography of Paul, but, as the
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title indicates, to describe particular aspects, or phases, of his extraor-
dinary career. After an introductory chapter of a general nature, hav-
ing the caption “Paul the Man and Superman,” we have chapters with
such headings as “A Young Man Named Saul,” “Damascus,” “Arabia.”
The author writes with warmth and eloquence and, where opportunity
offers, introduces practical applications. I did not meet any statement to
which I should have to object on doctrinal grounds. Here and there
I questioned the author's exegetical conclusions. The statement (p.43)
which refers thus to the visit of Paul and Barnabas in Jerusalem at the
time of the apostolic council, “This time it was not with a gift, but to
inquire if it were necessary for Gentiles to submit to the Law of Moses
to be saved,” I consider incorrect. It was not to receive instruction, but
to restore harmony in the Church that these two great leaders went to
Jerusalem. Similarly, when it is held that Paul, after his clash with
Barnabas, began the second missionary journey without the Spirit’s
guidance (p.45), I believe that an unwarranted interpretation is put on
the narrative. Disregarding a few passages of this sort, I can heartily
recommend the book and believe that especially Sunday-school teachers
will read it with delight and profit. W. ArNpT

The Church of Christ and the Problems of the Day. By Karl Heim,
D.D,, Ph. D., professor of theology in the University of Tuebingen,
Germany. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York. 172 pages, T2 X%534.
Price, $1.75.

K. Heim (Lutheran, “positive”), “the most popular professor today,
as Tholuck was in his day,” delivered these seven lectures (Rationaliza-
tion: Its Power and Limits; the New “German Faith”; Luther and the
Problems of To-day; The Reality of Sin and the Reality of Atonement;
Christ, His Church, and the World; The Power of Prayer; “I Am the
Resurrection and the Life”) at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond,
Va,, in 1935. The one great problem facing the world, “which also caused
Luther so much trouble, is this: If, at death, I must appear alone before
the face of God, burdened with the guilt of my past, how shall I obtain
the grace of God?” (P.8l1.) Recason cannot give the answer. Reason
cannot solve even the minor problems confronting the world. It has “not
yet succeeded in finding some way of extirpating unemployment.” (P.7.)
And so with regard to any real difficulty enmeshing the world: “Human
reason, in its attempt to become master of reality, has reached a limit
which it cannot pass.” (P.7.) Nor can the “German Faith” solve our
problems, not the minor ones nor the one great problem. Both forms
of this “racial religion,” the primitive form represented by E.Bergmann
and the sublimated form represented by W. Hauer, deny the enormity
and reality of sin. Together with idealism (Fichte, etc.) and mysticism
this view of man and life does not even face the problem. All these
philosophies preach “faith in the goodness, nobility, strength, and heroism
in men.” (P.76.) When the Christian Church asks the world to face
the problem, to realize its need of salvation, it gets no hearing. “In-
sistence on the reality of sin is the stumbling-block in Christianity.”
(P.75.) What the world needs to know is, first, its lost condition and
the reality of the atonement. The Church must teach men to say: “We
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men can be helped only by a Savior who not merely goes before us as
a shining example, but who accomplishes vicariously what we could not
do ourselves. We are entirely dependent on His substitutionary work for
our eternal salvation” (p. 91), “to learn what Luther taught George
Spenlein: ‘Dear Brother, learn Christ, and above all as the Crucified
One; learn to praise Him, to despair of yourself, and say: Thou, Lord
Jesus, art my Righteousness. But I am Thy sin.’” (P.92.) To bring this
message to the world is the chief business of the Church. And living
itself on this Gospel, the Church is enabled to serve the world in other
respects. “The first service can be described in this way: A Church
which lives under the guidance of Christ is the conscience of the nation
and people in the midst of which it lives. . . . The second service of
the Church, which any man in the world can feel, is that the Church
is not only the conscience of the people, but also a helping power,
a good Samaritan, who heals the wounds which arise out of the present
battle of life” (P.122f) The Church needs the almighty power of God
to accomplish its great work and neceds to lay hold of this power in
prayer. “If we are to rediscover inner strength for the battle of life,
we must first of all rebuild the ruined altar of morning and evening
prayer.” “The quarter of an hour in which we are alone with God
every morning is more important than the whole remainder of the day.”
(Pp.147.151.) And the divine power for which the Christian people pray
comes to them through the Gospel of the resurrection of Jesus, of the
resurrection of the body, and of eternal life.

This is good Scriptural teaching, Unfortunately some statements
are made which go against Scripture. We could wish that the last two
pages (95. 96) of the fine chapter on “The Reality of Sin and Atonement”
had not been written. After making the statement “I can be helped only
by the imputed righteousness of Christ (aliena iustitia Christi), of which
Luther speaks, writing in 1516 to the troubled monk George Spenlein”
(see above), Dr.Heim says: “It is a striking fact that neither Paul nor
John has set up a detailed theory, either a theory of sacrifice or a detailed
doctrine of the vicarious punishment or of ransom. They did not find
the decisive matter in the reconciliation here.” We are wondering
whether this amounts to a denial of the previous statement regarding the
imputation of Christ’s righteousness to the sinner and of similar state-
ments: “The holy Son of God was lifted up on the cross and there suf-
fered death in my stead” (p.93)? Just what does the author mean when
he says on p.95: “None of these passages [Rom. 8, 32; John 3,16] speak
in detail of what Christ did on earth in order to accomplish our recon-
ciliation, but preeminently of what happened previously in the heart of
God. God offers an innermost sacrifice”? Was or was not Christ's work
“substitutionary” (p.91)? — “The essence of Christianity does not lie ...
in a system of doctrine, but in a Person.” (P.99.) *“Jesus let it be
understood repeatedly from His words and actions that everything de-
pends not on the acceptance of the truth of particular propositions or the
appropriation of a definite view of life, but on an attitude to His Person."
(P. 114.) This is a false contrast. Surely everything depends on our
attitude to this Person; but no one can take the right attitude unless he

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol8/iss1/17 4
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knows what this Person did for him and offers him in the Gospel, he
must hear and accept the doctrine of Christ.—The fine chapter on “The
Power of Prayer” is marred by philosophical and scientific speculations:
“Prayer not only recollects and concentrates the inner man, but also ex-
ercises the strongest of influences on the outside world, even if we do
not yet have a scientific understanding of the effect of spirit on the
physical world.” “It was obvious that there must be a kind of wireless
telegraphy between a praying soul and the person for whom it makes
intercession.” (P.136f.) —The following statement is not true: There is
in modern youth the desire “to surrender themselves body and soul to
a power which will lift them out of the pitiful comforts and the triviali-
ties of every day and will ask the sacrifice of their existence. All men,
even the skeptic and the secularist, who can no longer believe in a world
beyond, long fundamentally not for the pleasures of life nor for security.
They all yearn for a holy passion which they can allow to dominate
them.” (P.134.) —Dr.Heim is looking for a “millennium” to set in be-
fore the final coming of Christ “in which peace reigns (Is.2,4),” “when
a new order shall descend from God,” when Christ “shall be the life of
the whole of humanity.” (Pp.19.72.132.) TH. ENGELDER

The Menace of Modernism. By Merrill T. MacPherson, president of the
Philadelphia Fundamentalists and pastor of the Central North
Broad Street Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 31 pages. Price, 20 cts.

This brochure offers an eloquent address by an outstanding Funda-
mentalist, delivered at the Founder's Week Conference of the Moody
Bible Institute at Chicago. A “special word of introduction” is supplied
by Chas. E. Trumbull, editor of the Sunday-school Times. Here is a clear,
thorough, and most effective arraignment of Modernism, with much
valuable material to pastors wishing to speak on the subject before their
church societies. The writer champions the peculiar views of most Fun-
damentalists on Sunday protection by law, prohibition, etc.

J. T. MUELLER

The Church and the Churches. By Prof. Karl Barth of the University
of Basel, Switzerland. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand
Rapids, Mich. 92 pages, 412X63%. Price, 75 cts.

This book offers an attempt on the part of the well-known proponent
of the “dialectical theology” to solve the problem of disunion among the
various churches of the Christian religion. One may welcome every
effort of this kind, especially if it comes from such a well-known author-
ity as Professor Barth. It is somewhat unfortunate that the attempt
lacks Biblical clarity and cohesion. The reviewer was not able to follow
the distinction between the una sancta and the so-called visible churches,
as set forth by Barth. His argumentation finds its climax in the para-
graphs connected with the question “What are the essential conditions in
which it would be possible to share in such a genuine effort of union
towards a living Church?” His answer is fourfold: 1. Such a step should
in no circumstances be an act of confessional weakness. 2. No secular
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motive . . . should be allowed to prompt a church to surrender its in~
dividuality. 3. Such a surrender must not imply the abandonment, in
one iota, of anything which a Church believes it necessary to assert in
a certain way and not otherwise. 4. Only one thing must be abandoned,
namely, a failure in obedience to Christ. If by this last point the author
means an unequivocal obedience to the inerrant Word of God, then we
may consider that a basis of agreement is not beyond hope. But as long
as he can still write: “It is unthinkable that, whichever way one looks
and listens, one should hear people saying, in quiet or vehement tones,
with kindly understatement or undisguised sternness, ‘You have a dif-
ferent spirit of ours,’” this seems to imply a direct disagreement with
Luther concerning his stand at Marburg and a consequent disavowal of
an unequivocal acceptance of the Word alone. If that is Barth’s stand,
we cannot follow him. P. E. KRETZMANN

Baul Gerhardt, ber Siinger friflien Glaubens. Von D. fKacl Heffels
badyer. Mit 10 ALGbidungen. Guftay Scylbfmanns BVerlogsbudhands
fung (Guftav Fid), Leipzig und Hambdurg. 208 Sciten 5% X8%. Preis,
fartoniert: RM. 3.60; gebunbden: RM. 4.

Das Lefen diefes Budies war cine redyte Herzerquidung, jumal da die ganje
ulage diefer Viographie fich nad) dem Lllntertitel ,Der Singer frdhliden
Glaubens” ridhtet. Denn der BVerfafjer hHat ¢8 meifterhaft verjtanden, in feines
fompathijdhen Schilberung des Lebens (Merhardts bie Lieber bes gottbegnabeten
Singers mit Hincinjufledyten. 1iiber ficdyig bon bden Licbern Gerhardtd find fo
jur Yerwendung gefommen. Aud) die Schilberung des Gharalters Gerbardis ift
innip und enmutig, jo daf der Cefer cin guies und genitgendes Vild von bem
Affaplh der futherifchen Kirdhe gewinnt. Allerdings hat der Verfajjer des Budys
augenjdyeinfid) nidyt das volle Verftandnis fitr die Feftigleit Gerbardis in dem
befannten Streit jtoifhen demn Grofren Kurfiicften und den futherijden Predigern
Qerling, Aber dies tritt nur an wenigen Stellen jutage. Die neunsehn Abbils
dbungen echdhen den Wert des Vudyes um ein bebeutendes. Das Budy ift nidt
nur fiir ben Theologen von grofem Wert, joudern auch fiir joldhe Gemeindes
qlicber, bie nod) bie dentjhe Spradhe wertjdhigen und fonberlich auch die geifts
lidhe Dichtung der Iutherijhen Kirche liebhaben. P G Kregmann

Biography of Dr. Friedrich Bente. By Josephine Bente. Concordia Pub-
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 1936. 112 pages. Cloth. Dr.Bente’s
signature in gold on the front cover. Price, 75 cts.

While there is probably no great historical value in these reminis-
cences, to us whose teacher Dr. Bente was these words penned by a lov-
ing hand are interesting, and we appreciate them. They recall another,
a more intimate, side of the man whom we knew as one of our keenest
theologians and most interesting instructors. Particularly do the “Glean-
ings” at the end of the little volume call to mind Dr. Bente’s remarkable
ability of giving definitions in brief, concise, striking form, of presenting
his thoughts in epigrammatic sentences. “Duty well done, that is suc-
cess,” “Let your light shine —but not on yourself.” “If failure comes,
may it find our sword broken at the hilt!” Whoever knew the man will
enjoy reading the book. Treo. HoYER
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Mothers and Their Sons. A Series of Twelve Sermons. Edited by Rev.
J.Harold Gwynne. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand
Rapids, Mich. Price, $1.00.

Each of these sermons is by a different pastor. In succession they
treat the following mothers: the mother of Cain and Abel, of Jacob and
Esau, of Moses, of Samson, of Samuel, of Solomon, of John the Baptist,
of Jesus, of James and John, of James and Joses, of Mark, of Timothy.
Those who are well able to distinguish between chaff and wheat, be-
tween gold, silver, and precious stones and wood, hay, and stubble will
find many gems in this book, much that may be used when preaching
upon bringing up children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
But these things must be found and must be carefully selected; for inter-
woven with them there is much that is worthless, and some things are
even harmful. The editor, Rev. Gwynne, for instance, writing concern-
ing Eve's fall into sin, speaks of Eve's nature as being too trustful. He
deals with this fall as if we ought rather to pity Eve than to condemn
her; however, we dare never to forget that all sinners are to be pitied,
but they must also be condemned. There is an insoluble mystery con-
nected with the fall of man; but we never dare speak of it as if man
had been created weak or as if his sin were in any wise to be excused. —
The preacher who writes concerning Rebekah tells us that Esau married
Canaanite women “in order to spite his parents.” In the Scripture there
is no warrant for such a statement. Esau married Canaanite women,
and these women were a grief of mind to his parents; but we are not
told that he had married them in order to spite them. All that we read
of Esau leads us to believe that he married these women without con-
sidering his parents’ wishes. He neither tried to spite his parents, nor
did he try to please them. Later on he married also women of Semitic
extraction, and there we read: “Esau, seeing that the daughters of Canaan
pleased not Isaac, his father, then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took
unto the wives which he had Mahalath, the daughter of Ishmael, Abra-
ham’s son,” Gen.28,8.9. Another fault that we find with these sermons
is their excessive use of superlatives and exaggeration, and there is
a mixture of somewhat unreliable experience with the words of Revela-
tion. But, after all, the preacher who knows how to make his selections
may find material, anecdotes, and terse quotations which may stimulate
thought and, in the proper setting, may even be used in a sermon. The
very sclection of texts which we find here is helpful. M. S. SoMMER

Proceedings of the Ninth Convention of the Northern Nebraska District
of the Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. Held at Co-
lumbus, Nebraska, August 17—21, 1936. 60 pages, 6x9. Price,
15 cts., postpaid. Order from Rev.G.W.Lobeck, Scribner, Nebr.

This report, arranged in the customary manner, offers a digest of
the English doctrinal paper delivered by Dean J.H.C.Fritz, his topic
being “The Real and Final Purpose of the Christian’s Life in This World,”
and a somewhat more comprchensive German essay, by Pastor W.E.
Harms, on Gleichgueltigkeit in Lehre und Praxis mit besonderer An-
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wendung auf unsere heutigen Gemeindeverhaeltnisse. Both papers con-
tain very important points, which pastors should bring to the attention
of their members time and again, especially in these days of indifference.
P. E. KRETZMANN
Lutheran Annual, 1937.— Ymerifaniffjer Salenber fiiv beutfde Suthe:
rancr auf bad Jafhr 1987. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis,
Mo. Price, 15 cts. each.

The two old annuals that most of us have used for many years and
that are indispensable for pastors and all active members of the Church.
Old and yet new. One part of the annuals we do not want changed:
the usual calendar pages and the lists of pastors, teachers, and officials
of the Synodical Conference, brought up to date, one alphabetical, the
other arranged according to States and post-offices; a list of seminaries,
colleges, and charitable institutions; a list of religious periodicals pub-
lished within the Synodical Conference. Besides this, however, each of
the two annuals contains a selection of Bible-readings for each day in
the year on two pages; Dr. Kieffer's statistics of all religious bodies
in the United States; a special statistical table of the Lutheran bodies
in the United States; and the latest figures on the synods forming the
Synodical Conference and affiliated bodies; then eighteen pages of read-
ing-matter, different in the two editions, well selected, instructive, edi~
fying. No Lutheran home should be without one or both of them.

Tueo. HOYER

Fourth Bulletin of Distinctive Choral Music Selected for the Choral
Union. Issued by the Walther League, Chicago, Il

It is a pleasure to call the attention of pastors, teachers, and other
leaders in young people’s work to this pamphlet of 35 pages, which, after
a few introductory chapters, presents the selections for the 1937 Inter-
national Mass Concert as well as suggestions for the various seasons of
the church-year. If the Lutheran Church desires to keep her heritage
of song, she will have to follow programs such as that offered by the
Walther League, which has certainly shown its value during the last
years. P. E. KRETZMANN.

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current malling-list

correct. The expense of maintaining this list has been materially
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