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We magnify Christ if we face death with the assurance that
to die is gain. Death is inevitable, Ps.39,4; 90,12; Heb.9, 37.
However, Christ being our Life, death has no terrors for us,
Rom. 5, 1; 8,35—39. 1 Cor. 15, 55.'57. Death leads to gain beyond,
gain immediate, Phil. 1, 23; Rev. 14, 13, incalculable, 1 Cor. 2, 9,
everlasting, 1 Thess. 4, 17. Such an attitude towards death is
a powerful testimony to the greatness and grace of our Savior
Jesus Christ. Is the present life the only life we have? Are we
afraid to die? Is Christ our life? Do we magnify Christ by
facing death with the assurance that to die is gain?

Conclusion. — God give us grace that Christ always be mag-
nified in our body, whether it be by life or by death!

‘WALTER A. BAEPLER.

Miscellanea

Arc Changes Needed in Christianity?

Under this heading the Watchman-Examiner offers the following
editorial: —

“The weather changes, fashions change, systems of thought and
customs of society change, people change. Many people are saying that
Christianity, or at least the proclamation of it, must undergo a radical
change before it will make any appeal to this sophisticated, skeptical age.

“In other words, according to these critics, the type of Christian
preaching that has stood the test for nineteen hundred years makes no
appeal to our age. Instead of preaching ‘a plan of salvation,’ the modern
preacher must seck ‘to enhance our understanding of life and thereby
increase our enjoyment.” He must not ‘harangue’ his congregation with
the story of the cross of Christ as the only atonement for sin. In a word,
the ‘propagandist’ of yesterday must be the ‘artist’ and ‘philosopher’ of
tomorrow if he expects to be heard.

“It goes without saying that the minister of the Gospel should have
an acquaintance with the best that our age has to offer in science,
philosophy, literature, art, music, and the like, as well as in theology.
He should welcome truth wherever it is found and should seek to use it
in the broadening and the deepening of his ministry. This does not mean,
however, that he should substitute ‘the wisdom of this world’ for ‘the
foolishness of preaching’ Paul did not do it, and yet he knew Greek
philosophy in all its ways and by-ways. Indeed, when he stood before
a Greek audience, he ‘determined not to know anything . . . save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified.’

“Shall the preacher of today change his message? That is, shall
he substitute something else for the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Athanasius,
Chrysostom, Augustine, Savonarola, Luther, Calvin, John Knox, all
realized that the preaching of the Gospel of Christ was the world’s only
hope. They covered many centuries. Jesus as the Savior of the world
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was the passion of Wesley and of Whitefield, of Moody and of Spurgeon.
It is the passion of all really great preachers today. Before the preacher
changes his message, a study of the history of preaching is highly recom-
mended. Hevﬂﬂﬁndthltonlythemenwhobellevedinthew
of salvation really counted.

“'Our message is Jesus Christ’ declared the great missionary
Council at Jerusalem, which represented the thought and life of Chris-
tendom. This is our message today, and any substitute for it actually
contradicts Christianity. When Christianity has nothing to give to the
world except ethics, philosophy, literature, art, reform, and politics, it
will cease to be the power of God unto salvation. All of theseﬂflnl’
have their place, but they are neither Christianity nor a subshtl.l'-e
for it. Christianity must preach Christ, and Him crucified, to be Chris-
tianity; and if it changes its message, it will perish. .

“The preacher will not have to change his message until Christianity
itself changes, the Christianity revealed in the New Testament and
exemplified in nineteen hundred years of Christian experience. There
will be progress, to be sure, but the progress will be in coming to know
more about Jesus Christ and what He means to the world. No change
can take us beyond Christ. No human mind has yet ever fathomed
what are the riches of God in Christ Jesus.

“Charles Silvester Horne well said in The Romance of Preaching:
‘Some trades and professions, it is clear, will die out as the kingdom
of God comes to its own. But for every voice that carries inspiration
to its fellows, for every soul that has some authentic word from the
Eternal wherewith to guide and bless mankind, there will always be
a welcome. No changes of the future can cancel the commission of the
preacher. He does not hold that commission from any human society.
He is the servant of the Spirit.’”

Long Pastorates and Older Ministers

Under this heading the Watchman-Examiner offers the following
editorial, which might be considered also by Lutherans:—

“This question has come to us, ‘Ought not our churches to have
young ministers and short pastorates?” That question cannot be an-
swered in a sentence or two. In the light of the fact thatwelmow_of
a prominent church that sent out its committee to look for a pastor \:ﬂth
this injunction, ‘Consider nobody over forty years of age,’ perhaps it is
worth while to think this whole matter through. !

“Some young ministers would convince any church of the desir-
ability of short pastorates. They soon reach the bottom of their barrel.
They are so busy being ‘a hail fellow’ that they forget or neglect study,
and the pabulum which they serve is suitable for babes, but rather
nauseating for grown folks. On the other hand, some young ministers
of our acquaintance should stay twenty years, for they are growing
men, and each year their work is more acceptable than the year before.
1t all depends on the man. We have known both kinds. There is much
that is attractive in youth, but it is not always possible to find old
heads on young shoulders.
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“It is the height of absurdity for a church to appoint a pulpit com-
mittee and then to tie their hands by saying, ‘Consider nobody over
forty years of age’ Many of our older ministers are our abler min-
isters. In law, in medicine, in statesmanship, and in large business
enterprises the world does not despise age and experience. Often when
our churches are choosing ministers, age has the first consideration, and
experience is counted of little value. Our Supreme Court Justices are
all too old to qualify for a pastorate in the Baptist denomination here
in America. It is declared that in Great Britain 500 ministers in activc
service have passed their seventy-fifth birthday and that 1,400 have
passed their seventieth birthday.

“We are not pleading for men who have outlived their usefulness.
Of course, there are older men in our ministry whose brains have ceased
to work, whose words have become fossilized, and whose very appear-
ance has become unattractive. There are men who have gotten into
a rut, which is but another name for a grave. On the other hand, we
have a multitude of ministers past sixty who are alert, up-to-date, and
fifty per cent. more effective because of the wisdom and experience that
the years have brought. It is a crime against our holy cause for pulpit
committees to count these men out because of their age. Their years
and what the years have brought to them constitute an asset rather
than a liability.

“As to the second part of the question we may frankly say that we
favor long pastorates. By that we do not mean that a pastor whose
influence has worn out should stay at a church until he kills it. Let us
use an up-to-date illustration. The Presbytery of New York City is
a great and influential body. When these statistics were gathered, four
of their pastors in this vicinity had been in their churches for from
thirty to forty years, six from twenty to thirty years, ten from fifteen
to nineteen years, fourteen from ten to fourteen years, fifteen from five
to nine years. Had not these long pastorates much to do with the in-
fluence of these churches in this section of the world? A long-time
pastor becomes increasingly valuable to a church if he is a good
preacher, a faithful shepherd of the flock, and a genial Christian gentle-
man, and these things all ministers ought to be.”

To this we add a short article by the late Dr. A. T. Robertson: —

“Some pastorates are too long. It is not possible to refute that
statement. It may be true in some instances, that the pastor has refused
to take numerous more or less loud hints that he should move on.
A Negro Baptist deacon was once asked if his pastor was still with the
church. ‘Yassah,’ he replied. ‘We presented him with his resignation,
and he refused to accept it.” It is said that one time a prominent deacon
informed Dr. W. E. Hatcher that he ought to resign, whereupon
Dr. Hatcher gave the deacon to understand that he could go himself,
and he did. Usually, however, the deacon has his way in the long run
if he is bent on his pastor’s going. I know of one instance where the
pastor was excluded by the deacons, and the deacons by the pastor.
Sometimes the church is split by the pastor’s remaining too long. And
then the division is often overruled for good.
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“But, on the whole, I sincerely believe that more good than harm
comes from the long pastorate. There are exceptions, to be sure, when
one longs for the powers of the Methodist bishop to move a misfit pastor
to a field that he does suit. Some congregations are more long-suffering
than others and practise the grace of courtesy and forbearance. Churches
differ on this point. Some are captious and critical and hard to please.
Others are gracious and generous to a fault.

“It would be interesting if we had the views of those ministers,
living or dead, who have weathered the storm and have made good in
their pastorate. There is probably no one patent receipt for success in
the ministry, but granting some gifts and some piety, work is the thing
that tells most. There is no substitute for it. The supply of old sermons
will run out. The freshness of the preacher’s manner will wear off.
Nothing but constant and wide application of one’s energies will make
it possible or worth while to stay long in one pastorate. My own obser-
vation is that more pastors fail in the study than anywhere else. They
allow their time to be frittered away by odds and ends of things more
or less important, with the result that they do not grow in knowledge
or in power. The sermon soon becomes thin, and the interest flags, and
the day is lost. It comes at last to this, that the modern pastor must
know how to use his time like any other business man. He is a business
man of a special type who orders his own time and can waste it, but
not without paying the cost.

“One who is in a position to hear preachers tell their troubles knows
that many of them are dissatisfied where they are and wish earnestly
to make a change, and sometimes the people heartily agree with them.
It is not always easy to manage. I knew a committee on a new pastor
that received a letter from the board of deacons of another church
recommending their pastor to the committee. The humor of the situa-
tion wholly escaped the deacons. Some preachers ought to change their
fields and ought to be helped to do it, but it is a difficult and delicate
matter. If the pastor resigns without a call, it is hard to get a church
interested in him. And yet it may not be the pastor’s fault in this case.
The best rule for the pastor is to make good where he is. That is the
surest way to be asked to go somewhere else. If a minister succeedl'
where he is, he may not care to go elsewhere; and ought he to go?

Hunbert Jahre Leipziger Mijfion

Sn bdiefen Tagen, genau am 17. Augujt [1936], jieht bdie Bcipais_tt
Miffion auf ein Hundertjifriges Veftehen guriid. Sie Hat barum bereitd
in ber Srinitatisivode diefed Jalhres ifre Hunbertjahrfeicr mit ciner Dants
feier auf bem [eipgiger Markplah und cinem Feftaltusd im Gewandhousd
begangen.

Die Gejdjichte der Reipziger Mifjion Hat mit der unferer Ev.-Luil.
Freitivdhe Des Sfteren in Wedjjelbegiechung gejtanden, jo daf bei diejer $_un'
dertjabrfeier allerlei aud) aus ber Bergangenfeit unferer Stivdje tvicder
Iebenbig Ivird unb e8 bafer berechtigt crfdjeint, daf twir aud) in unjerm
Blatt auf dbied Ereignid Begug nehmen.

Miffionsinfpeltor Weidauer erzdhlt im ,Ev.-Quih. Mifjionsblatt” ausd
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Der Beit diefer Hunbdert Yahre. Bunidft beftand, durdh dad Crivadjen ded
@laubenslebens in Deutfdhland befrudjtet, ein Mijjionshilfsverein in Dresds
Den, ber bann am 17. Auguft 1886 feine lmivandlung in cine jelbjtandige
Miffionsgejelfhaft befdhlof, die Ev.-Quih. Miffion ju Dredden. Da3 Neue
und MVefondere an diefer Gefellfdaft fwar ihre enge Vindbung an dad Bes
Tenninis bder evangelijf=Iutherijden Sirde. [n cinem Uufruf diefer Jeit
Teifit ¢8 barum: ,Gie Haben langjt den Wunjdy gehegt, dafy cine Mifjionas
gefelljGaft im Ticben beutidien Waterland beftehen mbddjte, bie, ofhne die
Miffionsbejtrebungen anderer Stonfeffionen im geringjten gu verbdidtigen,
fid jtreng an das Befenninis dex cvangelijh-Tutferijdhen Stirdhe anjhlofie,
ihre Miffionare auf dicd Velenninis verpilidite und fie antvcifen licke, ihre
Gemeinden aud ben Heiden auf Grund diefed Befenntnifjed zu jammeln.”
A8 foldje Miffiondgefellidiaft bot fid) dben Miffiondfreunden bdie damalige
Dreddener Miffion an. €3 fann fein Biveifel darilber bejtchen, daf e8 ihr
mit diefem Ancrbicten Heiliger Crnft twar, wie denn aud die Leipgiger Mifs
fion fatfadlid) in den erften Jahrzehnten ihre8 Vejtehend ein Hort ded
Luthertums mitten in dbemt bereitd cinfebenden AGfall bejonderd aud in der
fad)jifdGen Qanbestixdje gevefen ijt, bi8 fdhliehlid) audy fie in den Strubdel
biejed Ubfalld {id) mit Hineinreifen lief.

Dod) dbavon fpiter. Worerjt waren der Fiihrer der aud Preufen nad
ber ghwangstucifen Cinfilhrung ber llnion auSgetvanderten LQuiheraner, der
chemalige Breslauer Profejjor D. Sdjeibel und ber aud) von D. Walther
Hodjberehrie Glaudjauer Superintendent D. Rubelbad) in BVerbinbung mit
bem {adifijhen Stabincttdminijter Detled Gsraf von Einficdel ald Griinder
ber neuen Mifjionsgefelljdiaft nidht dic Manner, dem Mitherijden Velennts
nisd irgend ctivasd gu vergeben. Anud) Ménner twie der erfte Mifjion3diretior,
D. Graul, umd der erjte ausgejanbdte Mifjionar, Mifjionsfenior Cordes, waren
LQutheraner von ediiem Sdivot und Storn. JPeugnid dafiir ijt bie 1845 ers
jdyienene Flugidirift Grauld ,Die evangelijd-Iutherijde Mijjion gu Dress
den an die evangelifd)=Tutherijde Slivdhe aller Lanbde. Offene Erildrung
und dringende Mabhnung. DBVorivdrts obder riidivdrtd?”, die nidits weniger
darijtellt al8 den Berjudy, die Dredbener Mifjion gur Miffion des fonfejjio=
nell beuften Gefamilutherhuns der Welt gu maden. Peugnid bdafilr ift
filc un8 aber aud) nod) Heute dad Herzlidhe Verhalinis, dbad in biefer Jeit
gur neubegriindeten deutjd=lutherijden Mifjourifynode in Amerifa beftand,
bie bamals ihre Mifjionsfolletien an diefe Mifjion abfithrie.

C3 tar fitr die meue Miffion nidht Teiht, cin gecigneted Arbeitdfeld
au findben. Crjt nad) mandjerlei bergeblidien BVerjudjen in Aujtralien und
Amerifa ar e3 im Jahre 1840 Gorded gelungen, unter dben Tamulen in
Jnbien Fuip au fajjen. Durd) bejondere Fiigung Gotted aber ging dad
Werk froflidy vorivirtd, jo baf bereitd 1845 drei wohlausgebaute Stationen
in Tranquebar, Porehar (mit Satedjetenfeminar) und Mahabaran, bon
drei Mifjionaren bebient, gur Verfiigung jtanbden.

1848 ijt bad Jahr der {iberfiedlung der Mifjion bon Dresben nadh
Qeipgig. Makgebend dafiir twaren die gripere Weite ded VIids in Leipzig,
ber Welthanbdeldjtadt, und die Moglichleit der engen Werbindung mit dex
theologijchen Fafultdt der [eipgziger Univerfitdt, ciner Werbinbung allers
bings, bie ber Mifjion, bejonders in der Perfon des8 Halblutheraners Prof.
D. Quifardt, {piterhin gerabegu jum Werhingnis twerden jollte.
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Wic onnen nun Gier bie wedfelvolle Gejdidite der Leipgiger Miffion,
bie reid) an inneren Sampfen ift, im eingelnen nidht weiter verfolgen. Nur
bas fei nod) eriodlhnt, daf bie Arbeit in Jndien, die cimen fegensreiden
Fortgang nahm, im Jahre 1892 dburd eine Oftafrifamiffion nod) ertveitert
urbe und baf geradbe in bder jilngjten Gegenivnrt unter der tatfriftigen
Leitung Prof. D. Dr. JHmels’, des Soljnes ded verftorbenen erjten jadjijden
Randedbijdhofs, bie Miffion einen grofen Aufidhwoung erlebt Gat. Jtoei jelds
ftindige Miffionstivdhen in Indien und Oftafrita, jede etiva 80,000 Ehriften
3ablend, {ind die Frudt einer mummelhr Hunbertjihrigen Arbeit unter ben
Oeiden.

Worauf wic nun allerdingd in diefem Jujammenhang noch au fpreden
fommen miifien, dad ift bad Verhalinis, in dbad und unjere cigene Gejdhidhte
mehrmald gu ber Leipgiger Mijjion gefiihet Hat. Wie id) jdhon andeutete,
hat die LQeipgiger Mifjion auf die Dauer fidh ded allenthalben in die deuts
jdhen Lanbestirden eindringenden unioniftifden Geiftes nidht erivehren fons
nen, objdjon fie wohl die Tepte Stellung geivefen ijt, bie gerdumt ourde.
Das ijt nun nidt ohne febr jGioere Sidmpfe innerhald der Mifjion vor fid
gegangen. Sweimal ijt ber Verfud unternomumen worden, diefen Abfall
aufgubalien. Boeimal Haben i Minner gefunden, die in den Rify traten.
Beide Male aber Hat die Miffion berfagt und diefe Minner daburd) ges
gioungen, fid) bon ibr au fdeiden und dort Gemeinjdaft au fudhen, wo man
mit ifnen bereit twar, gangen Ernjt mit bem Mutherijdien Vefenninis gu
madjen, in der [utherijdhen Mifjourijynode in Nordamerifa und in der Cv.s
2uth. Freitivde in Sadifen u. a. St. in Deutidhland.

Wir fonnen darum bdie Hundertjahrfeicr der Leipziger Mijjion nidit
voriibergehen Iafjen, ofne diefer Stampfe und diefer Manner ausbriidlid au
gebenlen. 1nd bad um fo wenigex, al8 davon natiiclich) in ben Jubildumss
actileln und s{driften gar nidht ober faum die Nede ijt.

fiber den erjten dicfer Befenninislampfe innerhalb der Leipziger Mifs
fion fann i midh Iurz fajjen, da erjt Hiralid) in diejem Vlatt (Nr. 9 bom
8. Mai) auf ihn Vegug genommen rourde. Fiinf Mifjionare Haben bamald
im Jahre 1876 in Jndien in einer Cingabe an den damaligen WMijjionss
direftor Hardeland im BIid auf den um Mifjionskollegium gehirigen Prof.
D. Suthardt bie Forberung erfoben, .baf unjerer Mijjion cine Stellung
gejidjert werde, daf biefelbe tveder nad) Scdein nod) Wejen SNirdjengemeins
jdaft ober Guborbdinationsverhiilini8 [= lnterorbmmgsverhialinid] mit
folchen Hat, weldje irgendeiner BVelenninidivahrheit . . . offen widerjpredyen”.
Diefe Forberung tvar niditd anberes ald die notivendige Folge der Stellung,
bie bie Miffion al8 eine betoujt cvangelifdj-Iutherijde bisher cingenommen
Datte. War die Mifjion nod, was jie bon Unfang getvefen twar ober dod
Datte fein jollen, o mufte fie jede Frdlihe Werbinbung und Gemeinjdaft
mit foldjen ablehnen, die iGrem Welenninid twiderjpradien, und nody biel
loeniger fonnte fie e3 dbulben, dafy folde Widerjprecher Glicber ihrer cigenen
Yehorde waren. Die Mifjionsleitung Hat damald dicjer jelbjtverjtandliden
forberung nidht entjprodien; fie Dat Luibardi, bdefjen Widerjprudh gegen
widjtige Welenninidioahrheiten der bamaligen Leitung twobhl betvupt ivar,
nidyt feiner €imter in der Mifjion entjebt, gejdiveige benn bdie Mifjion ausd
ber firdjlidien Gemeinjdaft mit dem immer fredjer Hervboriretenden 1lns
glauben geldjt. Statt defjen tourben vier jencr Miffionare, Grubert, Wills

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol8/iss1/6 6



unknown: Miscellanea
Miscellanea 61

Tomm, Born und Juder, al8 jie um ded Getifjens willen ihre Stellung nidt
aufgugeben vermodjten, im fremben Lande friftlo8 entlaffen. Gie fanben
cine neue geiftliche Heimat in der Mifjourifynode, gu deren Lefrjtellung fie
fid) offen belannten. Niheres iiber diefe Manner und ihre fernere jegenss
reidie Wirkjamteit int Dienjte der Wahrheit lefe man in dem genannien
Artilel in Nr. 9 bicfes Blattes.

Abex nodj ein gloeited Mal it e8 gejdjelen, baf bie Leipgiger Mijjion
int aufe ihrer Gefdhidhte vor die Entideibung fiix oder gegen die Wahrheit
gejtellt worden ift. Dasd war in den Yahren 1894 und 1896. Der Mifjios
nar Theodbor Nather Hatte auf ciner Sonferenz in Tranquebar cinen Bors
trag iiber bie fefre von ber twirtligen Eingebung der Heiligen Schrift
gehalten umd bie Stonfereng dbann aufgefordert, fidh au dem .Qehrgehalt”
diefe8 gegen mobdexne Jrrlehren geridhteten BVorirags zu befennen. Diefer
Aufforderung tvar aber mur der Heinere Teil der Stonferenz nadjgefommen,
fo dafy Nither, dem fidh) Mifjionar Molhn andlofy, BVeranlajjung nahm, jid
an bad Mifjionstollegium gu tvenden und im Werlauf der AusSeinanders
felsungen bazu fam, biec Teilnahme an ciner gemeinjamen Abendmahisfeier
mit dem in Jndien tweilenden Dircttor von Sdjivary von einer befriedigens=
ben ntivort auf gvei Fragen abfdngig gu madien, deren erjte Iautete:
#»Jit die Lefre bon der VWerbalinjpivation [der wiritlidGen Cingebung der
Peiligen Sdrift], wie Sdrift und BVefenninis fie lehren und id fie in mei=
nem vorjibhrigen WVortrage mit einer Neife bon Vriibern zu befennen bdie
dreude Gatte, die alleinbereditigie Qelhre in unjerer Mijjion, und ift man
bcntgc;niii; getvillt, alle Glegenlehre al8 faljde Lehre gu befdmpfen und ab=
autun2”

Das twar eine biindige Frage, auf die e8 nur cine bimbige Untivort
geben fonnte. €8 war gugleid) cine Frage, die e3 der Miffionsleitung gum
aweiten Male gang Elarmadien mufie, daf ed Hier um bden Grund ging,
auf dem bie Mijfion bidher gejtanden hatie ober dod) Jatte ftehen twollen.
Uber aud) bicjes giveite Mal in ihrer Gejdhidite, da Gott jie bor die Walr-
Heitsfrage ftellte, Hat die Mijjion verfagt. Statt die Walhrheit ju befennen
mnd jidh) auf die Seite der Wahrheit gu ftellen und allen entgegenjtehenden
Jeetum far gu beviverfen, Hat man {idy bemiiht, den Gegenjaly zu ver-
fhleicrn (man rebete bonr ,Lehrmeinungen”, neben denen man aud) anbdere
dulden miifje) und dbie Mifjionare in ihren Vetveggriinden und Ubjidyten
au verdaditigen, und fdliehlich Hat man in geradliniger Folge diejed Vers
Daltend bie beiden Mijfionave abgefelst. Und tvieder jtand in Hintergrund
all dicfed Gejdiehens jener Maun, ber der Mifjion tvic fein anderer gum
WBerhingnisd getworben ift, Prof. Luthardt. Man vagte es eben nidjt, gegen
ihn, ber bamald — nod) inmer Glicd de3 Mijjiondfollegiumd — bdie be=
tithmtejie Lendite theologifdher . Wiffenjdaft” in Deutidland tvar, fidh zu
fvenbden, obwoBhl exr ded dfteren die Lehre von der twirtliden Eingebung und
ber Jrriumslofigleit ber Heiligen Schrift difentlic) befampft Hatte.

Doch vunberbar find Gotte3 MWege! CEhen gu jener Jeit trug fid) bie
Miffourijpmode in Mmerifa, mit der unfere Freifirdie von Anfang an in
innigjiter Gemeinjdait ded Velenninifjed ftand, mit dem Gebanfen, eine
Heidenmijjion zu Deginnen. Japan war gunddijt ba3 Feld, auf dad befons
Derer Umijtinbde fvegen die Yugen dabei gerichtet waren. Aber die dafiic
gefajgten Pline gerihlugen fidh. Nun eridfoll jenes Jengnis aud Judien,
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und ba famen jene beiben Mifjionare, Timpften und Titten filr die Wales
Geit, tourden um ber MWahrheit mwillen ausgeftofjen und taten [dlieplid
Dadfelbe, a8 jeme anbern bier getan Yatten: fie Gelannten fid) gu Det
ftivdje, in ber allein nod) bdie MWalrheit ald8 MWafrheit und bie Liige ald
fiige galt. MWar bad nidit cin flarer Fingerzeig Gottes?

»Bohlan”, fo fdhrich dbamald P. Jorn, ciner jemer erjten entlaffenen
Mifjionare, im ,Luiheraner”, ,Gott befiehlt uns, Heidenmiffion gu treiben,
@ott verbictet uns, mit faljdiglaubigen Mifjionsdgefellfdaften gu arbeiten;
al8 it cine cigene Miffion in JYapan anfangen wollten, madte Eott e
und unmiglidh; da ommt cin Gefdjret von giwei Miffionaren der Leipaiger
Miffion, daf fie Mifjourier jeien — fie find’s aud) —, baf die um deds
twillen abgefelt feien. MWir Horen und fehen, daf ¢ durd) Goite3 Gnade
treue und tiidjtige Qeute find; fie berjtehen die Spradie der Tamulen, fie
fennen dad Wol¥, fie jtanden mitten in gefegneter Arbeit, fie tvollten und
wollen gern in Oftindien tweiterarbeiten, fie ftanben aber miifig am Martt,
toeil fic niemanbd dingte. Wohlan! Haben it jeist cin Miffionsfeld? Haben
toit jebt Mifjionare? Hat und Gott jeppt den Weg getvicfen und eine Tiic
aufgetan? Qal FTreue und tildjtige und willige Arbeiter in feinem Weins
berg fdileudert ex und gleidhjam ind Gleficht, weil fic find ivie wir. Woblan,
toic nehmen jic und fenden fic tvieder Hin zu den Tamulen und jind getip
und fagen laut: Dasd ijt Gotted Wille und Gotted Filhrung.”

©o gingen Mohn und Néther ujammen mit cinem weiteren gu ifnen
fid Befennenben feipziger Mifjionar, Sellerbauer, nad) nur furzem Aufs
enthalt in Deutfdlond und Amerita wicder Hinaus ind Tamulenland und
begannen in Siriffinagiri, an einem Plab, wo bis dahin nod) iiberhaupt Tein
ebangelijdher Ghrijt gu finden twar, jenme gefegnete Yrbeit, an bderen gutem
gortgang toic nod) Heute unfere Freude Haben.

Die Wege der tirdiliden Arbeit ber Leipgiger Mifjion und Ddie ber
unjrigen find mweit auscinandergegangen. Sie muften auseinandergehen,
toeil bie [eipziger Miffion die Grundfibe verlafjen und verleugnet Hat,
auf bie ifre Griinder fie gebaut Hatten. MWarum aber Hat fie dieje Grunds
jibe verlafjen? Weil Binter ifr nidt cine gejdlofjene trenlutherijde Stirde
ftand, bie fie in entjdeidbenden Mugenbliden Halten und ftiifen fonnte, fons
bern toeil fic ifre Arbeit jtellte auf den gquten Willen der verjchiedenjten
»lutherijhen” Streife und dann auf deren Wiinjdie Niidjicht nehmen mufpte,
um bdie eingehenden Gaben nidht au gefihrden. Diefe Niidjicdht auf Mens
fdhen Hat ber Leipgiger Mifjion dad Niidgrat gebrodjen, fo dafy ihre Stellung
fid Beute Iaum nod) unterjdjeidet von ber der WAlleriveltds und Mafjens
Tivdhen, benen {ie dient. (Hans sicften in der ,Gv. Luth. Freiticde”, 9. Aug. 1036.)
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